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Curvent Topics

AT HOME AND ABROAD,

THERE was also a Ymther celebration at Inver

UUTHERAN  cargill last weck, where ditto and ditio repeated
<+ INFLUENCEB were the order of the day, But still, there was a

%irIN SEOFLAND, little variation from the course of verbiage as re-

w - ported of the meating at Knox Ohurch, one or two

o5 the speakers departing somewhat from the track followed there.—
One speaker, for example, told his hearers how the Pope came over
with William the Congueror, and another devoted the minutes
allotted to him to the consideration of the Reformation in Scotland,
We do nat enppose there is any need for ns to remark on the speech
of the rev. gentleman, who placed the conversion of the Anglo-Baxons
to Christianity after the Norman conguest. Buch feats of historical
conjuring, are, no doubt, admirable in their way, but they hardly re.
quire exposure, We shall, however, give a moment s consideration
to that most edifying work the Scotch Reformation, Mr, Denniston,
the speaker, then, of course, bad nothing newer with which to intra.
duce his oration than the repetition of the supposed evils that over-
spread the country prior to the great work of Enox—as he considers
the Reformation to have been. Nevertheless, says Buckle (Vol, iI,p
75), “The really important part of his life in repard to Scotland was
in and after 1569, when the triumph of Irotestantism was already
secure, and when he reaped the benefit of what had been effected
during his long absence from his own country.”— For Godly Master
Euacex had & very bigh estimation of the value of his own person, and
koew how to keep out of harm’s way whenever any danger threatened,
But even if it were true, as Mr. Denuiston says, that the Beotch
ecclesiastios at the time of this outbrenk owned more than half the
wealth of the coumtry, and shared largely in the highest honours of
the State,—what of that? 8o much the better for the bappiness of
the conntry, Tytler tells us that the tenantry of the churchmen
weTe exstupt {rom burdens that those of the barons had to bear and
adde that the good effect of this wagseen in their happier condition
and the better cultivation of their lands. He tells us also that the
clergy were the great agrieultoral improvers of the country, that it
wag owing {0 them the fisheries were developed—and that, as “in
all the other arts and employments which contributed to inorease the
comfort and luxury of life, the c'ergy appear to bave led the way,”
80 they were the chief in paval and commersial enterprise,—Had
they not a right to share largely in ihe wealth they had taken a chief
part in acquiring for the nation, and of which they mede so gocd a
uze? Had they not a vight to share in the honours of a State they
bad civilised and enrviched ?  But as io their rivals the nobles, they
who would have owned =zil the property and the honours of ibe
counfry before the Beformation had the clergy not been there,—let
the usa they made of this property and these honours when they ob-
tained them on the banishnent and destruction of the clergy answer
for what the wrong was that was done in keeping them from the
possession of these things before the Reformation,—and leaving these
things in the hands of those who employed them for the good of the
country and the use of the people, to whom, indecd, tke clergy them.
selves in great part belonged, et the use the Scofch nobles made
of the wealth they wrested from the clergy be answered for even to.
day,~—and an eloguont answer may be found in many & miserable
town-close and many a desolate tract of country ; it may, again, by
profitably read in the evidence lately given before the Royal Com
migsion, on the condition of the Highland crofters. The clergy who
Lived at ihe time of the Reformation were belied by the men who
robbed them, aud who justified their rohberies by lying, having no
other means to justify them, But Mr. Denniston says that the
Beformation in Scotland was a movement of the people. The
historians Buckle snd Tecky, on the eontrary, say that it
was  the trinmph of the avistocracy over the sovereigns and
Catholic cleryy, and which resulted in the overthrow of the Chureh,
—It was the ministers who hrought it down among the people, when
they had guarrelied with the nobles,—Nor did civil and reli-
glous libecly come of the Reformation in Beotland.—A  narrow
tyranny in matters beth civil and religious came of it—and a spirit

of persecution, with its dua fruits, filled the land.—What followed
wag warthy of Koox the * great apostle of murder,” as Lecky calls
bim, and of his true spiritnal children the Covenanters,—The Cove-
nanters, althongh they fought for their own religious freedom, sach 4s
it was, were the stern persecntors of others, and engaged themselves
without respect of persons to extirpate “ Popery, prelacy, supersti-
tion, heresy, schism, profaneness, and whatsoever shall be contrary to
sound doctrine.”—The civil and religions liberty they professed and
practised had many notable illustrations.— It was, for instance, well
tlustrated after the battle of Philiphaugh a8 it had previously
been at Aberdeen when they pillaged that unfortunate town
and the surroundi.ng counlry, and imposed heavy fines on the com-
munity in general and on individuals in particular,—Their spirit was
well illustrated, and the enlightenment and freedom that foliowed in
their wake were well shown when, again, in the samo town their
heavy hand was laid on learaing., “ The university,” a3 Roberb
Chambers tells us, “sustained a wvisitation from the Presbyterian
agsembly of 1640, and was thenceforth much changed, ‘The
Assemnbly’s errand,’ says Gordom of Rothiemay, ¢ Was thoroughly
done; these emineut divines of Aberdeen cither dead, deposed, or
banished ; in whom fell more learning than was left in all Scotland
beside at thet time. Norhas that city nor any city in Seotland, ever
since szen so0 many learned divines and scholars at one time together
a3 were immediately before this in Aberdesn. From that time for.
wards, learning began to be discountenanced 5 and such as were
knowing in antiquity and in the writings of the fathers, were had in
suspicion as men who smelled of Popery ; aad he was most esteemed
of, who affected novelism and singularity most ; and the very form of
preaching as well as the materials, was changed for the most part.
Learning was nicknamed human learning, and some ministers eo fay
cried it dowa In their polpits, as they were heard to say—Down doo.
trine, and up Christ,’ "—So much for the civil and religions liberty
that followed in the footsteps of the Covenanters,—Verily they were
as Mr. Denniston claims for them, most worthy to assist the Puritana
of England in establishing the peeulint freedom thak obtained under
the rule of Cromwell, and which it is unneceesary that we should
deseribe,—Most worthy were they, also, to aid in begetting that
Protestantism which, as Mr. Denniston again asserts, placed
William TIL on the throne. and under bim was crowned
in  Scotland by the massacre of Glencoe and the ruinous
betrayal of the Darien scheme, as it was elsewhere by the
initiation of the most infamous code of penal laws that ever disgraced
Earope.~—The elvil and religions liberty, finally, introduced by the
Scotch Reformation, and of which even in New Zealand to-day we
see the marks in the plunder of Catholics to support Presbyterian
and godless sohools—had its fitting issne in the state of thinga des.
cribed on the civil sid2 by Lord Cockburn, s existent in Scotland
Imore than two huvdred years af'er the Reformation, when, he 8ays,
there was * no pepular representation, no emancipated burghs, and no
effective rival of the Established Church, no independent Press, no
free public meetings, and no better trial by jury, cven in the political
cases (except high treason), than what was copaistent with the cir-
cumstances ; that the jurors were not semt into court under any
impartial rule, and that, when in court, those who were to try the
case were named by the presiding judge.”—The religious side of the
picture we obtain from Buckle, who says: “A people im many
respects very advanced, and holding upon politieal guestions ad-
vanced views, do upon all religious subjects, display a littleness of
mind, an illiberality of sentiment, a heat of temper, and & love of
persecnting others, which shows that the Protestantism of whicl they
bonst has done them no good, and that it has been nnable to tree
them from prejudices which make them the langhing-stock of
Europe, and which have turned the very name of the Seoteh Kirk
into & byeword and a reproach among edocated men.'—Bub to ihe
gentlemen who celebrated the Luther centenary at loverenigill, as to
those at Dupedin, the Bceoteh EKirk was neither a byeword nor a
Teproach, and, since they were all educated men, how did that come
topass?

Tuk trial of O'Donnell for the murder of James

CAREY'S Carey ls among the leading topics of the moment.
MURDER, -—Andin the interests of the informer’s profession,
supposing, moreover, that Ireland is to be governed

in the future as she bas been in the past, il would be desirable the



