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ATHOME AND ABROAD.

of persecution, with its due fruits, filled theland.— What followedwas worthy ofKnox the"great apostle of murder," as Lecky callshim,andof his true spiritual children the Covenanters.— The Cove-nanters,although they fought for their ownreligiousfreedom,suchasit was, werethe sternpersecutors of others, and engaged themselveswithout respect of persons to extirpate "Popery, prelacy, supersti-tion,heresy,schism, profaneness,and whatsoevershall be contrary tosounddoctrine."— The civil andreligious liberty they professed and
practisedhadmany notable ilhistrations.— lt was,for instance, wellillustrated after the battle of Pbiliphaugh as it had previouslybeen at Aberdeen when they pillaged that unfortunate townand the surrounding country, and imposedheavy fines on the com-munity in general andon individuals inparticular.— Their spirit waswell illustrated,and theenlightenwentand freedom that followedintheir wakewerewell shown when, again, in the same town theirheavy hand was laid on learning. "The university," as RobertChambers tells us, "sustained a visitation from the Presbyterian
assembly of 1640, and was thenceforth much changed. " TheAssembly's errand,' says Gordon of Rotbiemay, 'Was thoroughlydone; these emineat divines of Aberdeen either dead,deposed,orbanished;in whom fellmorelearning than wasleft in all Scotland
besideat that time. Norhas thatcity nor any city inScotland, eversinceseenso manylearneddivines and scholars at onetime togetheras were immediatelybefore thisia Aberdeen. From that time for.wards, learning began to be discountenanced; and such as were
knowing inantiqaity and in the writings ofthe fathers, werehad in
suspicion asmen whosmelled of Popery ;aadhe was most esteemedof, whoaffected novelism andsingularitymoat ;and the very form of
preaching as well as the materials, was changed for themostpart.Learningwasnicknamedhuman learning, andsomeministers co farcried itdown in their pulpits,as they were heardtosay— Down doc.trine,andup Christ.'"—So much for the civil and religious liberty
thatfollowed in the footstepsof tbeCovenanters.— Verily they were*asMr. Dennistonclaims for them, tnost worthy to assist the Puritans
ofEngland inestablishing thepeculiar freedomthahobtained underthe rale of Cromwell, and which it is unnecessarythat weshoulddescribe.— Most worthy were they, also, to aid in begetting that
Protestantism which, as Mr. Denniston again asserts, placed
William 111. on the throne, and under him was crowned
in Scotland, by the massacre of Gleucoe and the ruinousbetrayal of the Darien scheme, as it was elsewhere by the
initiationof themostinfamouscode of penallaws thatever disgraced
Europe.— The civil and religious liberty, finally, introducedby the
Scotch Reformation, andof which even inNew Zealand to-day we
see the marks in the plunder of Catholics to support Presbyterian
and godless schools— had its fitting issue iv.thestate of things des-
cribed on the civil side by Lord Cockbiirn, as existent in Scotland
more thantwo hundredyearsaf'or the Reformation, when, he says,
there was<; nopopularrepresentation,noemancipatedburghs, andno
effective rival of the EstablishedChurch,no independentPress,no
freepublic meetings, andnobetter trial by jury,evenin thepolitical
cases (excepthigh treason), than what was consistent with the cir-
cumstances; that the jurors were not sent into court underany
impartial rule, and that, when in court, those who wereto try the
case werenamedby thepresiding judge."~The religious side of the
picture we obtain from Buckle, whosaya:

"A people in many
respectsvery advanced, and holding upon, political questions ad-
vancedviews,do uponall religious subjects, display a littleness ofmint?,an illiberality of sentiment,a heat of temper, and a love of
persecutingothers, which shows that theProtestantismof which theyboast has done them no good, and thatithas beenunable to freethem from prejudices which make them the laughing-stock ofEurope, and which have turned the verynameof theScotchKirk
into a byeword and a reproach among educated men."— But to thegentlemen whocelebrated theLuther centenaryat luvercargill, as tothose at Dunedin, the Scotch Kirk was neither a byewordnor areproach,and,since they werealleducatedmen, how did thatcometopass?

There was also a Luther celebration at Inver-
luthbean cargill last week, where ditto and ditto- repeated

i
' influences werethe order of the day. But still, there was a

".'rtJix Scotland, little variationfrom the courseof verbiage as re-
V~~ portedof the meeting at Knox Church, one or two
Pof the speakersdeparting somewhatfrom the track followedthere-One speaker,for example,told his hearers how the Pope came overwith William the Conqueror, and another devoted the minutes

allotted to him to the considerationof the Keformationin Scotland.We do not suppose there is any need for us toremark on the speechof the rev.gentleman, whoplaced the conversionof the Anglo-Saxonsto Christianityafter the Normanconquest. Such feats of historicalconjuring, are,nodoubt,admirablein their way,but they hardly re.quirt exposure. We shall, however, give a moment s considerationto thatmost edifying work the ScotchEeformation. Mr.Denniston,the speaker, then,of course,hadnothingnewerwithwhichto intro-duce his oration than the repetitionof the supposed evils that over-spreadthe country prior to the greatworkof Knox— ashe considerstbeReformation, tohave-been. Nevertheless,saysBuckle (Vol.11., p75), "Thereally importantpart of his life inregard toScotlandwasin and after1559, when the triumph of Protestantism was alreadysecure,and whenhe reaped the benefit of what had been effecteddaringhis long absence from his owncountry."— For Godly MasterKnoxhada veryhigh estimation of the value ofhisownperson, andknew how tokeepout ofharm's waywheneverany danger threatenedButeven if it were true, as Mr. Denniston says, that the Scotchecclesiastics at the time of this outbreakownedmore than half thewealth of thecountry, andshared largely in the highest honours ofthe State,— whatof that?So much the better for the happiness oftbecountry. Tytler tells us that the tenantry of the churchmenwereexempt fromburdensthat those of the barons hadto bear andaddsthat the good effect of this wasseenin their happier conditionand thebetter cultivationof theirlands. He tells us also that theclergy were thegreatagricultural improvers of the country, that itwasowing to them the fisheries were developed— and that, as "inallthe other artsandemployments which contributedto increase thecomfort and luxury of life, the.c'ergy appear to have led the way,"so they were the chief in naval and commercial enterprise.— Hadthey not a right toshare largely in the wealth they had takena chiefpart in acquiring for the nation, andof which they made so good a
use1 Had they not aright to share in the honours of a State they
bad civilisedandenriched ? Butas to theirrivals the nobles, theywho would have owned all the property and the honours of tbecountry beforethe Reformationhad the clergy not been there,— letthe use theymade of tbis propertyand these honours' wijen they ob-tained themon the banishmentanddestructionof the clergy answerfoi what the wrong was that was donein keeping them from thepossessionof these things before theReformation,— and leaving thesethings in the hands of those who employed them for thegoodof thecountry and theuse of the people, to whom, indeed,the clergy them-selves in greatpartbelonged. Let theuse the Scotch nobles madeof the wealth they wrested from the clergy be answeredfor even to.day,— andan eloquentanswermay be found in many a miserabletown-close and many a desolatetract of country j ifc may,again,byprofitablyread in the evidencelately given before the Royal Commission,on the conditionof theHighland crofters. The clergy wholivedat the timeof the Reformation were belied by the men whorobbed them, and who justified their robberies by lying, having noother means to justify them. But Mr. Denniston says that theReformation in Scotland was a movement of the people. Thehistorians Buckle and Lecky, on the contrary, say that itwas tbe triumph of tbe aristocracy over the sovereigns andCatholic clergy,and which resultedin the overthrow of the Church.—It waathe ministers who broughtitdownamongthepeople, whenthey had quarrelled with the nobles.— Nor did civil and jreli-gious libe./T come of the Reformation in Scotland.— A narrowtyrannyinmattersbothciviland religious cameof it-and a spirit

The trial of O'Donnell for the murderof James
cabby's Carey is among the leadingtopicsof themoment.

31tr B» eR. —And in the interests of tbeinformer's profession,
supposing, moreover,that Irelandis to be goveraediv tbe future as she has been iv thepast, it would be desirable tha

New Zealand Tablet
DUNEDIN:FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 1883^Vol.XL—No. 30


