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THE celebration of Luther's birthday in Dunedin
THE LUTHER +vag nothing very remarkable sfter all, In fack,
CELEBRATION, had the reporters thonght it desirable to go a-
. courting like that one in Dublin of whom & contem-
porary recently told us, or had they been absent from any less
gallant cause, 1t might still have been possible for them to have
written out in advance very tolerable reports of all that tock place,
Bishop Nevill's speech alone, perhaps, would have betrayed them,
for His Lordship spoke in an unexpected sort of a manuer, and one,
we fear, condncive in no way to the nnion of Christendom. On the
contrary, Dr. Roseby first interrupted and afterwards contradicted
him—maintaining that all the Churches represented were of an
egnal antiquity with the Church of England, and that none of them
were infallible, Bishop Nevill's contention, we need hardly say, was
that the Chureh of England had always existed in a state of infalli-
bility, although for some time corrupt, in England, whereas the sects
had been born of the Reformation. Themind of the Anglican divine,
bowever, is a myatery that can be understood, if it be understood,
indeed, only by himself, and whether it be the High Churchman,
booying himself np on palpably gronndless thecries, or the Low
Churchman, acting with an inconsistency that seems hardly honest,
the position appears to those who look on perplexed and unfortunate
in the extreme. Tbat Bishop Nevill should depreciate Luther who
80 londly railed at the true founder of His Lordship’s Church—that
is king Henry VIIL, was natoral, but that he should think it prudent
to do o, and to assert his own fancied superiority, in snch an assembly
was somewhat strange. Perhaps it was owing to the feeble manoer
in which his pretensions were put forward that His Lordship got off
go easily. The Mayor, honest man, who presided, does not appear to
have known very much about Martin Luther, and indeed, it is
evident that in this respect he did not stand alope—hnt be had read
up for the occasion Mr, Fronde's article in the Contemporary Review,
and taken o notable propagator of falschood as an authority—
and 8o is whafi they call history taught among the masses, Asfor the
rest of them, they seemed to have got up their parts as beat they
could, some from one souree, some from another, but there ia nota
gentence in all the reported specches from which we conld infer that
any speaker there had ever studied the works of Luther himself
Dr, Btuart, for example, gave us all that stuff aboet the interesting
student's study of the Bible—which by the way is varionsly related,
and its striking and lastiog effests wpon his mind. Bat said Lather,
in his ¥ Table Talk,” “ I read very much in my Bible whilst I was a
monk, during my youth; but this availed me nothing: I simply
looked upon Christ ay another Moses,” Dr. Roseby, again, narrated
the old fable concerning the indulgences, showing in the narration a
complete ignorance of what an indulgence is. His reverence like-
wise made that display of learning which we are accustomed to in
the reports of hiz addresses, and with the nsual betrayal that the dise
play made was a very shallow one. How, moreever, Dante, Petrarch
and Boceaccio, could have described the state of the Church in the
16tk century ia a wonder that Dr, Roseby himself alone can explain—
has the doctor par hasard also made & journey throngh the Inferno,
climbed the hill of Pargatory, or monnted into Paradise? For in soma
cne or other of these regions only could he have learned from the lips
of these men the condition of the Church in the century allnded to, and
even there he might better have learned it from some one else, But
if Dante, for example, in bis proper day, denounced popes and cardi~
nals, rebuked preachers and found fault with religious Orders, who
than he was more sabmissive to the Chnrch }—Not one tittle of her
doctrine does he call in question, and his grzat poem may still be
Tead by Catholies as a deep and instructive theological work and as
a fervent book of devotion.—Petrarch, Boccaccio and Erasmus are
not authorities that may be trusted. Of the other speakers, some said
one thing, some another, but none gave Luther credit for his full
merits. As the Bible-reader, the translator, or in the words our
worthy Mayor seems to have fossicked up somewhere and got off by
heart for the oceasion—* the man, the monk, the scholar, the anthor,
tke reformer, the poet and musician,” As all these Luther was duly
celebrated, acoording as a little misleading and superficial reading had
made the speakersacquainted with hishistory, Butin his chief character
as the “jolly good fellow " he was shametully neglected. Not oune
speaker among the lot deigned to spare a word in order so to describe
him, This pleasing duty then falls to cur shbare, and we fulfil it, in
coneluding our article, with a quotation from the reformer's own lips
ir which the whole man stands clearly revealed :—* Poor Jerome
Weller,” he aays, pitying an unhappy friend, and yearaing over him
in the great deptha of his most pious soul, “ yon have temptations ;
you must get the better of them ; when the devil comes fo tempt
you—drink, my friend, driok deeply ; make yourself merry, play the
fool, and sin, in hatred of the Evil One, and to play him & trick, If
the devil says to you, ¢ You mwely will not drink,’ answer him thns :
I will drink bumpers, becanse you forbid me. I will imbibe copious,
potations in honour of Jesus Christ,’ Follew my example, I should

neither eaf, driok. nor enjoy myself so much at table were it not to’

vex Satan. I wish I could discover some new sin, that he might
learn to his cost that I laugh at all that is sin, and that I do not
think my conscience charged with it, Awsy with the Decalogne

when the devil comes to torment us, when he whispers in our ear,
‘ Yon will be damned in the next world.’ —Wag it not & crying omig.
siom, then, to refrain from honouring Luther also as the *jolly goo
fellow "7 Aund, by the way. a new idea strikes us, May there no
have been method in his madness? Our contermporary the Morning
Herald may possibly be 1ight, for what « jolly good fellow * wonld
not willingly keep a troop of devils iu attendance on him if only he
could put them to such excellent mses as Luther sheaks of? This
doctar made a famons nse of them, and how have they in turn ba.
baved towards him? Dr. Roseby might ascertain this, perhaps, on
his next excursion into another world,
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Christehurch, Nov, 10, 1883,
APTER the ordinary routine business had been tranmsacted at the
meeting of the above society, on Monday evening, Novembear 5, and
the President had handed over the prize to Mr. Kennedy, who briefly
returned thanks, the programme for the evening, & masical and drs.
matic entertzsinment by the # Dramatic Club," was next proceeded
with, The firsb iters wae asong by Mr, Heenessy, which was e
well received, The next was a song, * Whip poor will,” rendered in
a very tasteful manner by Miss Flauagan, Mr. Hoban’s comie song
was productive of & good deal of amupsement, In Tesponse to an
encore he gave  The Musician” jn bhis usual happy style, Miss
King's musgical abilities are t0o well known, so it is almost needlegs
to say that her contribution on this occasion was on an eguality with
her previous efferts. Mr, Bagley gave a recitation, in the costume
of an Irish peasant, in s capital style. He must bs congratulated
that his  gef-up " was devoid of that baffoonery so inseparably con-
nected with Hibernian characters on the stage, Mr, Carroil was
heard with great advantage on this aecasion in the song “ You and
I,” which he did excellent justice to, Miss Adams sang “ Remember
—" in a very careinl manner, whick was much admired, Mr.
MacDonald received an encore for his song, ¥ I'm nota man, et
Miss Pender was extremely successful in her rendering of “ Hileon
Alanna,” it belng characterised by much taste and feeling, Mr,
Kiely spng & song in the costume of a * plantation gentleman,’
which was loudly applauded, His dancing was very good, displaying
an agility and dexterity that would be difficult to exceed, The first
part of the programme concluded with a “ Temperance Lecture ® by
“ The Bine Bibbon Boy,” Mr. Adams. This was exceedingly funny,
thoroughly well acted, and immensely enjoyed by the audienee:
whose risible faculties were actively engaged during its delivery, In
the interval Mr. Bowden gave somne examples of his veatriloquial
powers, which wera pretty succeseful,

The second coasisted of a farce, with the modest title of # The
Lucky Bizpence.”” Jack Scampwell, Mr, Hoban, a goﬂd.fgr.nothing'
finds himself * hard up,’'and as a natural result holds a * conneil
of war " as to whetber he would gracefully retire from the tofls and
troubles of the world, and spend his declining years within the
aristoeratic precincts of a workhouse, or put a bold face on the
matter, and never say die, Mr. Hallacted the partof the old gentles
mar who is troubled with two very difficalt things to mind, and
requires a good deal of looking after—a gouty ler and a pretty
daughter. The old gentleman meeting Scampwell, mistakes
him for his nephew, whom he is expecting. Miss Heartyman, who
found an excellent representative in Mz, Hennessy, has some donbts
about the identity of the false nephew, these doubts being confirmed
by the arrival on the acene of the veritable Charles Heartyman, this part
being taken by Mr, Baggley. Bhe recognises in a moment her troe
relative, and his identity is verified by the fact that the cousing
Tetained the halvea of a broken sixpence, which they agreed upon
before patting. During this time there is a governess, Misa Starchy,
a lady who is not as irigid as her name implies. She i3 instructresg
to Miss Heartyman, and determines to spread her nat for her em-
ployer’s nephew, but unfortunately auceseds in catching only the
impostor. Mr. Adams succeeded in making & very good Miss Starchy,
and in displaying tbat lady's several accomplishments, even to faint.
ing on all proper and necessary oeccasions, in a very natural WaY,
As & nataral result everything comes right in the end, everybody is
happy, and marriage is thecrowning of their bliss, Mr, Baxzter had
not much to do a5 a porter, but what he had was mada the most of.
It might seem glmost invidious to mention any one in particular, ag
the whole performance was exiremely well acted, and above the
average of amateur plays ; still, Mr. Hall's representation of the
pompous Mr. Heartyman was so very natural as to elicit the admira-
tion of all, whilst the #8le of the governess was so ably sustained by
Mr, Adams as to eatitle him to the first place in his company,

Admisgion was only to friends of members by invitation, but yet
the Tooms were crowded by an appreciative andience, aud to judge
from those present, it is evident that the members reckon theip
friends to be confined chiefly to the ladies, as the number of that
very interesting section of the human race was three times as
pumerous as the sterner sex, This i3 a pratifying fact, for whatever
is popular with the fair sex is sure to draw ithe other. Great praisais
due to the Dramatic Clob for their apirited entertainment, and algg
to the ladies who 80 ably assisted them, and to Mr, Qakes who acted
ag pianist. Mr, Bowden in an especial manner degerves great credit
for the capital manner ip which his company acquitted themselves,
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It i3 said that the valne of the idols manufactured and exported
by England for the Indian and African trade exceeds that of the
Bibles, tracts, and hymn-booke exported by her to those countries,
Bhe sends idols to Africs and Indis, cotton prints with idolatrons
pictures on them to China, and opium to the same country, England
is & very religious country, too; hut if the devil ever ran short of
brimstone, she would supply him with all he coanld handla, for cash
down,—DBuffalo Catholic Union.



