
Chrißtchurch,Nov.10, 1883.Afteb the ordinary routine business had been transacted at themeetingof the abovesociety, onMonday evening, November 5 andthePresidenthadhandedovertheprize toMr. Kennedy,who briefly
returned thanks, the programmefor the evening,a musicalanddra-matic entertainment by the "DramaticClub,!' wasnext proceededwith. The first item wasasongby Mr.Hennessy, which wasvery
well received. The next was a song,

"Whip poor will,"renderedina very tastefulmanner by Miss Flanagan, Mr.Hoban's comicsonewas productive of a good deal of amusement. In response toanencore he gave
"The Musician

"
in his usual happy itvle. MissKing's musical abilities are too wellknown, so itis almostneedlesstosay that her contributionon thisoccasion wasonanequality withher previous efforts. Mi. Bagley gave arecitation,inthe costumeof anIrish peasant, in a capital style. Hemust be congratulatedthathis"get-up

"
wasdevoidof thatbnffooneryso inseparablycon-nected with Hibernian characters on the stage. Mr. Carroll washeard with greatadvantageon this occasion in the song " YouandI," whichhedidexcellent justice to. Miss Adamssang" Remember"

in a very careful manner,which was much admired. Mr.MacDonald received an encore for his song," I'mnot aman" etc:1
'

Miss Pender was extremely successful inher renderingof "EileenAlanna," it being characterised by much taste and feeling. MrKiely sang a song in tie costume of a " plantation gentleman "
which was loudly applauded. Hisdancing wasverygood,displayinganagility anddexterity that would be difficult to exceed. The firstpartof theprogramme concluded witha

"TemperanceLecture"by"The Blue Ribbon Boy," Mr. Adams. This was exceedingly funnythoroughly well acted, and immensely enjoyed by the audience'whoserisible faculties wereactively engagedduring its delivery. Inthe interval Mr. Bowden gave some examples of his ventriloquialpowers, which werepretty successful.
The second consisted of a farce, with themodesttitleof "TheLucky Sixpence." Jack Scampwell,Mr.Hoban, a good-for-nothing

finds himself '"hardup,"and as a natural result holds a"councilof war
"

as to whether he wouldgracefully retirefromthe toilsand
troubles of the world, and spend his declining years within thearistocratic precincts of a workhouse, or put a bold face on thematter,andneversay die. Mr.Hallactedthepartof theoldgentle-
man who is troubled with two very difficult things tomind and
requires a good deal of looking after

—
a gouty leg and a pretty

daughter. The old gentleman meeting Scampwell, mistakeshim for his nephew, whomheis expecting. MissHeartyman, whofoundanexcellent representativeinMr. Hennessy,has somedoubtsabout the identity of the false nephew, thesedoubts being confirmed
bythe arrivalon thesceneofthe veritableCharlesHeartyman,thispartbeing takenby Mr. Baggley. She recognises in a moment her truerelative,and bis identity is verified by the fact that the cousinsretainedthehalves of a broken sixpence, which they agreed upon
beforeparting. During this time there is agoverness,Miss Starchy
alady whois not as frigid asher name implies. She is instructress
to Miss Heartyman, aud determines to spreadher net for her em-ployer's nephew,but unfortunately succeeds in catching only the
impostor. Mr.Adamssucceeded inmakinga verygoodMissStarchy,
andindisplaying thatlady's several accomplishment?, eventofaint>
ing on all proper and necessary occasions, ina verynatural way.
As anaturalresult everything comes right in theend, everybody is
happy, andmarriage is thecrowning of their bliss. Mr. Baxterhad
notmuch to do as a porter, but what he hadwas made themostof.
Itmight seemglmost invidious to mention anyoneinparticular,as
the wholeperformance was extremely well acted, andabove theaverage of amateur plays ; still, Mr. Hall's representation of thepompousMr.Heartyman wasso very naturalas toelicitthe admira-
tionof all,whilst thersleof the governess was so ably sustained by
Mr.Adams as to entitle him to the first placeinhis company.

Admissionwasonly tofriends ofmembers by invitation,but yet
the rooms were crowded by an appreciative audience,and to judge
from those present, it is evident that tbe members reckon their
friends tobeconfined chiefly to tbe ladies, as the number of that
very interesting Bectioa of the human race was three times aa
numerousas the sternersex. This is agratifying fact, for whatever
is popularwith the fair Bex is sure U> draw the other. Greatpraiseis
due to theDramatic Club for their spirited entertainment,andalso
to the ladies whoso ably assisted them,and toMr. Oakes who Acted
aspianist. Mr. Bowdeninanespecialmannerdeservesgreat credit
for the capitalmannerin which hiscompanyacquitted themselves.

The celebrationof Luther's birthday in Dunedin
the luther Tvas nothing very remarkable after all. In fact,
celebration, had the reporters thought it desirable to go a-

courting like that oneinDublinof whomacontem-
porary recently told us, or had they been absent from any less
gallant cause, it might still have been possible for them to have
writtenout inadvancevery tolerablereports of all that took place.
Bishop Nevill'sspeech alone, perhaps, would have betrayed them,
foi His Lordship spoke inanunexpectedsort of a manner,and one,
we fear, conducive inno way to theunion of Christendom. On the
contrary,Dr.Boseby first interrupted and afterwards contradicted
him

—
maintaining that all the Churches represented were of an

equalantiquity with theChurch of England, and that noneof them
wereinfallible. BishopNeviU's contention, weneedhardly say, was
that theChurch of Englandhadalwaysexistedin astate of i^fgni-
bility,although for some timecorrupt,inEngland, whereasthe sects
hadbeenbornof theReformation. Themind of theAnglicandivine,
however,is amystery that can beunderstood,if it be understood,
indeed,only by himself, and whether it be the High Churchman,
buoying himself up on palpably groundless theories, or the Low
Churchman, actingwithaninconsistency that seems hardly honest,
thepositionappears to those wholook onperplexedand unfortunate
inthe extreme. That Bishop Nevill should depreciateLutherwho
soloudly railed at the true founder of His Lordship's Church

—
that

is king Henry VIII., wasnatural, but thathe should thinkitprudent
todo so,and toasserthis ownfanciedsuperiority,insuch anassembly
wassomewhatstrange. Perhapsit wasowing to the feeble manner
inwhichhis pretensions wereput forward that HisLordshipgot ofi
soeasily. The Mayor,honestman, whopresided, doesnot appear to
have known very much about Martin Luther, and indeed, it is
evident that in this respecthe didnot stand alone

—
butbehadread

up for the occasion Mr.Froude'sarticle in the ContemporaryReview,
and taken a notable propagator of falsehood as an authority

—
andsois what they callhistory taught among themasses. Asfor the
rest of them, they seemed tohave got up their parts as best they
could, somefrom one source,some from another, but there ia not a
sentence in all the reportedspeechesfrom whichwe could infer that
any speaker there had ever studied the works of Luther himself
Dr.Stuart, for example,gave us allthat stuff about the interesting
student's study of theBible

—
whichby the way is variously related,

andits striking and lasting effectsuponhis mind. But saidLuther,
inhis"Table Talk," "Iread very much in my Bible whilstIwasa
monk, during my youth; but this availedme nothing:Isimply
looked upon Christ as another Moses." Dr.Roseby,again,narrated
the old fable concerning the indulgences, showingin the narrationa
complete ignorance of what an indulgence is. His reverencelike-
wise made that display of learning which we are accustomed toin
the reportsof his addresses,and with the usualbetrayal thatthe dis-
play made wasa veryshallow one. How,moreover,Dante,Petrarch
andBoccaccio, couldhavedescribed the state of the Church in the
16thcentury is a wonder thatDr. Rosebyhimself alonecan explain

—
has the doctor parhasard also made a journey through the Inferno,
climbed thehill of Purgatory,or mounted into Paradise7 Forin some
oneorotherof these regions only couldhehavelearned from the lips
ofthesemen the conditionof theChurchinthecentury alludedto,and
eventherehemight better havelearnedit from someoneelse. But
if Dante, for example,inbis proper day,denouncedpopes and cardi-
nals,rebukedpreachers and found fault with religious Orders, who
than he wasmoresubmissive to the Church ?— Not one tittleof her
doctrine does hecall in question,and his great poemmay still be
Tead byCatholics as a deepand instructive theological work and as
a ferventbook of devotion.

— Petrarch, Boccaccio and Erasmus are
not authorities thatmay be trusted. Of theotherspeakers,somesaid
one thing, someanother, but none gave Luther credit for his full
merits. As the Bible-reader, the translator,or in the words our
worthyMayor seems to have fossickedup somewhereand got off by
heart for theoccasion

— " theman, themonk, the scholar, the author,
the reformer, thepoetandmusician." Asall these Lutherwasduly
celebrated,accordingasa littlemisleading andsuperficialreadinghad
madethespeakersacquaintedwithhishistory. Butinhischiefcharacter
as the " jolly good fellow

"
he wasshamefully neglected, ~Bot one

speakeramong the lot deigned tospare a wordinorder sotodescribe
him. Thispleasing duty then falls toour share, and we fulfil it,in
concluding our article, witha quotation from the reformer's ownlips
in which the whole man stands clearly revealed:— "Poor Jerome
Weller," he says,pitying anunhappy friend, and yearningover him
inthe great depths of bis most pious soul, " yon have temptations;
you must get the better of them;when thedevil comes to tempt
you

—
drink, my friend,drink deeply;make yourself merry,play the

fool, andsin, in hatredof theEvilOne, and to play him a trick. If
the devil says to you,

'
Yousurely willnot drink,' answerhim thus:

Iwill drink bumpers,because you forbidme.Iwillimbibecopious,
potations inhonour of JesusChrist.' Followmyexample. Ishould
neithereat, drink, nor enjoy myself somuch at table were it not to
vex Satan. IwishIcould discover some new sin, that he might
learn to his cost thatIlaugh atall that is Bin,and thatIdo not
think my conscience charged with it, Aw&y with the Decalogue

Itis said thatthe valueof theidolsmanufacturedand exported
by England for the Indian and African trade exceeds thatof theBibles, tracts, andhymn-books exported by her to those countries.She sends idols to Africa and India, cotton prints "with idolatrouspictureson them to China,andopitim to the samecountry. England
is a very religious country, too;bat if the devil ever ran short ofbrimstone, she wouldsupply him with allhe could handle,forc^shdown.

—
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when thedevilcomes to torment us, when hewhispers in our ear,'Youwillbe damnedinthenext world.'

"—
Was itnot acrying omis-sion, then, torefrain from honouring Luther also asthe "jolly goo

fellow"? And,by the way.anew idea strikes us. May there no
havebeenmethodin his madness ? Oar contemporary the Morning
Heraldmaypossibly be Tight, for what " jolly good fellow"

would
not willinglykeep a troopof devils in attendanceon himif onlyhe
could put them to such excellentuses as Luther speaksof? This
doctormade a famoususe of them,and how have they in torn be*hayed towardshim ? Dr. Bosebymight ascertain this, perhaps, on
bisnextexcursion into another world.
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