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A dispstch from Hobgkong, of Octobey 18, saye that China if
actively preparing to close the port of Cputon. =

TUBSDAY. .

Mr, Bedmond telegraplis Home that the Australian Gonvention
is & great snceess, apd that Mr. Parnell's programme has been unani-
mously adepted by it. 3

The . French- Govérnment bave dedlined to. acoeph the offered
mediation of America in regard toPonquind - 1 |

A consignmentof frozen fish from New Zealand was sold

retail

in the Central Fish Market, London, on Beptember 29. The kinds-

were principally,sea flovnder and mullet,
suceess, the muliet realising 8d to9d eseh.
© The ‘hyiteltod’s cargoof frozen mest has arrived in-excellent
condition, and is realising 53d, =~ P - L
The Melbourne Daily Telegraph states that a map named
Enowles, 2 mentber of the Salvation Army, has confessed to Major
Barker that be (Enowles) murdered ¥, M. Bates, the actor. -
The testing of-the Queen of. Beauty mine at,Makara ook place
yesterdny, The referecs werc Messts J. C. Haris- (New Zaaland-
Times) and H, Blundelk(Hreening Post), Two mining experts wera
aleo present,
factory results, only a few speaks of gold being obtained, -
Several complainis recently made respecting. the treatment of
patients at Wellington Hospital, regnlted im-an interview taking place
between the Colonial Sectetary sad Dy, Hammond, thg saperintendent,
The ijkhot-Gf the conferénce was fhat Dr. Hammond has decided to.
Tesign. o R
Tbe Wakatip Mail says :—* Mining generally is. beinning {0
revive as ihe senson advénces. The latest diseovely i3 the'stilking of
excellent wash in a tunnel elaim at.Arthur's Point, where theré-is,
plenty of room for equally-good. ¢laims, A well-equippéd party is
also out progpecting, and it is belisved-that some good mews will he
hrowght in by them shortly.,”, The Uppet, Shotover correspondent of -
the same journal writes :—" I da not remember times being o dull
since the West Coast rosh ; thére has not been one single case of any-
one opening up anything fresh thisspring, The sinicers kéep working
away, taking advantage of the water whild it lasts: but unless we
have & very wet spring, that commo lity will soon he short, as there

The sale was & pronounced-

is very little snow an the mountarasto come down.”

A serions railway accident occurred on the Essendon line at noon
yesterday, A train which was conveying visitors to the races had
passed North Melbourne station when the axle of one of the second-
clars carringes broke,-cansing the other carriages fo upset. Three
passengers, who ware severely injured, wera conveyed o the Hospital,
and oue ef them now lies in a. serious condition, Several -other
passengers suffered injuries of a less serious character,

‘WEDNESDAY ’

A firc brokeout 'in A. H, Nathan's warzhouse, Quesn street
Whaif, Auckland, at 9 o'clock on Monday night, The dimage by
fire and water amounted to several thousaud pounds, The zpper-
storey, witk its goods, was tetally destroyed. Taeloss is accepted
by the insarance companics as total. The ealvaga will redues it to
about £5000. The otber division of the warehouss over Lamhsis
intact, The building belonged to.dJohn Lamb, and is insured'in the
New Zealand office for £2000, and is dawaged to the extent of £600,
Lamb'setock is insured inthe New Zealaud office for £3000, and-is all -
damaged.

The Marquis Tseng stutes that France will reguire a force of
upwards of 44,000 traops taovercome the China, Apgm, and Fenguin
forces combined,

At a public meeting held in London, Major Fergusson strongly-
urged State aid to emigration to the Australian Co'onfes,

=t v . THORSDAY, - ° . )

The Ofage Daily Timés' says:~At-the mésting of the Trish
National Couvention in Melbourue, a telogram was received from
Mr, Parnell wishing snccess. Dr, ¢ Dogherty was elected presi.
dent. A long series of resolutions were passe ! deploring the, present

condition of Ireland, and pledging the Conveniion 1o assist in
irying to ameliorate it; adopting a petition to the Imperial Gov-
emnment in favour of local government in lreland ; deploring the
crimes which slained the recent history of Irelapd, nod declaring
the coercive policy lo be a fruitful source of disorder and crime,
The next Convention is fixed to beld in Sydeey next year,

A violent thunder storm aceurred at Invercargill yesterday atter-
noon. A man nanjed Crisp was killed by lighthing at the Elles-
rond station, and jt is reported that two' children named Fraser at
the Gap road station suffered a like fata, '

Mr. Healy, M.P., speaking at Liierick, insisicd on the abolition
of landlordism, ’ o ; o a

Proclamations have been issued by the Irigk Executive prohibit-
ing tlie intended meeting of the Irish Natiopal League and Otange-
men in Fermanagh,

Tag Otago Land Board passed a resolution lasl week cancelling
the lic:ns s at Silver Peak issued to Messrs, Borshwick, Hertslett,
Watson, W. and C. Higgins, and Francis, together with all the de-
posit moneya paid by them. Mr, Stout, who proposed the resoiutign,
explained the situation very clesrly and Fully, and argued "that the
land taken up by the selectors in ynestion mrst eventually begorne

the freehold property respectivily of Messrs, Gellibrand and Co, and
O1bell, as it would ha i'mpossible for the licensees to pay the amount
of debt incarred by them.—An appeal against the decision of the
Board will probably he made ta the Bapreme Court, and this proba-
hility prevents us from making any comments on the casis. The'
conduct of Messrs, Clark and Green in leaving the meeting before
Mr. Stont had concluded his speech, and withont supportisg or op-
posing the motion, hag been much remarked on,

1T is to be hoped that the appointment, which is announced, of
Mr. James Ashcroft to be official assignee under the new Bankruptey
Act for Otago and Bouthland may be taken as an carnest of the
Government's sincere determinalivn 1o stamp out the dummy sys-
tem, with exposure of ‘which the name of the gentleman in guestion
is go creditably associated,—and indeed to discover and put down

| folrm & gallery illustrative

. Twenty-one dighes of stuff were washed, with ansatis- 4 made Dby the gentlemcn referred

. Tbe Colonics, he'says, would save themselves

sny other sfstem of dishonest trickery that may beinvented instead
by a_very inganious class of people. -
- It is announced that the hust of Glaribaldi ordered for the Christ-
charch Museum has nriived, from Italy.—Would it not be well to
©OF evolution for its reception j—beginniny
with-a’ morsel of DPreserved piotoplasm, going through all the reptiles
and apod, and’ eiding with this representation of the perfectly de.
,Yoloped hero, We do not know, besides, how good sociéty in Christ-
cburch coiild bring itself to show veneratiou and worship to the
image of a man without a pedigree, L
. At'the'meeting of fthe'Otago Land Board on Wedngsday, Mesrs.
.Clark and Green opposed the confirmation of the miontes of the
‘ %rew:ious meeling, and which contained the resolution of cancellation,
, Their contention was that before they had quitied, the meeting a
moticn againet caneellition  Yiad been carried, aad that, supposing all
to have been settled, they left to avoid listening to'adong, speech that
Mr. Stout insisted upon reading, Mr, Green pepaisted in declaring
 that a vote had beea given, and ‘affirméd that otherwise he would
[ have'“stopped a week rather than he _bested. by & man like Mr.
Stolit on £ motion of that sort.” Notwithstanfling the opposition
aade | L to, the mihutes ywere. confirmed.
-Oh' thé application of 'Mr; Dénnistbn, however' it ‘was decided to
grant a rehearing of the cases of Borthwick and Hertslett on the
gitnds that there had been a misunderstanding in the matter,
The weafher on Fiiday ladti-Wah most dnfavearable for the
« Catholic :pic-nic at Purakanuni, the *childveh -hev¥érthless mustered
in."force from 8¢, Joseph's and iLhe ‘Christian'- Brothera’ schools,
Dunedin, St Patrick’s school South' Danedin, and: the Port Chalmers
Catholie-dchivel. * The programme of sports was-carried ont so far as it
wag fonned 'possible; and St. Cecilin's and: Bt, Patiicks choics sang
Some pretty choruses in a highly creditable manner. St Patrick's
Erass Band also performed their part with good effect, His Lord-
ship- the Biskop and the Rev. clergy ‘of the Dupedin and Port
Chalmers mlssions were present for the greater’ part of the day.
O the whole the young people managed ) enjoy themselves fairly
Although owing to the constant rain, they did so under diffenlties,
Has Mr, Archibald Forbes correctly guaged the loyalty to the
Kmpire'of these .Colonies? 1t seoms he has pablished in one of the
London periodicals his opinion that so soon as ever the Colonies have
been harrassed, as he saya they are sure to be, by Foreign cruisers
Auring-a Kuropeun war, they will provecs themselves by separation,
And this, nobwithstanding the outery made by our Press against all
sympathy with Ireland_ ss tending €o-the dismigmberment of the
Empire, Yet'even were th)Irish movemeidt aimed at difmembering
the Empire in order to secura ‘the welfare of Ireland what would it
include more than Mr, Forbes, who no doubt has hai an ample
opportunity of judging, prononnces t4 be in the minds of the colonista,
¥ by the dismemberment
of the Empire,—an'1 yet they denounce tbhe danger of cismember.
ment, and give it.as a sufficient reagon for Ire’and's being requirad
to suffer from such jils as no hostile craisers could inflict upon them-
selves, My, Folbes is mistaken, then, or else the logalty of our
coloni-ts is & sham, and their outory ayainst the Irish eause a reck-
léss display of falsehood. If they ‘are uot very loyal, in fact, they
are grossly hypocritical,
. THE Melbdurne correspondent of- the Ofage Daily Times refer-
ring {o'the Melbourne schools scandal speaks as follows :—% In the
meantime lettors appear in the papers written by correspondents who
do not sign their names, giving instances which they think need
investigation, Nothing, however, of & very definite character is
" stated, but parents are rendered uneasy, and a feeling injurions to
the Btate schools is aromsed. The dabgers t) which attention is
directed are inherent in the mixed school principle, and can he
avolded only by the strictest superyision og the part of teachers and
pareats. In seme of the State schools in the city the evil of perni-
cious example ia likely to be increased by the fact thab children are
admitied whose homes are in the most vicious localities, and who ara
sutrounded by a eonstant atmosphere which cannot have otherwise
than & deteriorating effoot,” This paragraph coofirmis an assertion
mwade by us last week to the effect that, even apart from all questions
of religion, the mixed State schools were dangeroustoe the morals of
¢hildren, and such as they could not with any degres of safety
frequent,
THE Washington Ster is accountabla for the following—* Vielor
Hugo told an Ameriean visitor recently that he regarded Edgar A,
Poe as ‘ the prince of American posts.” He thinks Mr, Whittier ¢ a
womanly versifier;’ Mr. Lowell a ‘smart chatterer, and Oliver
Wendell Holmes *afflictingly ' laughiable,’ ™ As it is, nevertheless,
known that Vietor Hugo, even during hig long residence in Jersey,
refdsed to learn one word of English, notwithstanding his professions
of vniversal bratherhoad, it is difficult to understand how he is quali-
fied to pas; any judgment on the American poets. He surely does
not base his criticism on translations, Tt is, moreaver, very foreiga
to Victor Hugo's babit to cpesk advertely of any poem of any kind,
M. Maxime du Camp tells us bis eustom has besn to praise im-
moderately any verses seat to him. I do not koow, eir,” he is wonb
to reply, “ whether I am a poet, but I am sure that you are,"-—and
thug, adds M. du Camp, he makes sure of elagwenrs for his next
play, . .

Mcssre. J. A, Park and Co. will sell by auction to-moirow, see-
lions in the Belleknowes Matates, one of the finest situations in the
snburbs of Punedin, . Lo .

" Mr, George Bodley's Star Café Besteurant, Moray Place, Dua-
edin, offers extremely comfortable accommodation to boarders in the
very eentre of the city,

" "Megsra. J. A, Allen and Cou. sre now manufacturing, at their
tstablishment, Maclaggan street, Dunedin, werated water and cordials
of unrivelled qualities:

Messrs, Begg & Co., Princes etreet, Duoedin, have opened 4 cir-
colating musical library, whick will be found of the utmost con-
venience by all musicians,

Mr, I, Martin, Princes street, Dunedin, has received a superior

stock of tailoring goods, They will be

found of the finest qualities,
and suitable to the approaching season,



