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AT HOME AND ABRGAD,

IN the Month for September the Rev. Father Clarke
8.J., gives his fonrth paper on his visit to Ireland.
—He found the village of Lacken, on the Coast of
Bligo, in a miserable state, The marks of hunger
met his eyes on every side, and a few days before his arrival there a
man hed died of it, * He bad been ill some days, and at length the
priest was snmmoned, and at fivst could not discover the cause of hig
mysterions ailment, 1ill at last out came the melancholy trath, *The
truth is, your reverence, that I have not had a moutbful of food for
days,' The priest gave what he conld, and the relieving officer was
summoned ; but a day or too passed before that functionary paid his
visit to the starving family, When he came hetold them he could
do nothing withoat a doctor's certificate, and so another day passed,
when at last the relief came, it was too late and the poor sufferer
died from no other cause than sheer starvation.” The people of the
village were living, or trying to live, on seaweed and limpets,—The
proximate caase, says the writer, was the failore of crops and
fisheries, *but the nltimate cauee was to be sought in the history of
Ireland, in the method in which she had been governed, in the
crushing effect of ruined commerce, and fisheries destroyed in the
interests of strangers, in the occupants thrast in to possess her soil,
and in the policy of Government by force.” It is true that there is
also misery to be found in England, but the writer's experience tells
him that in those cases where it is chronic ar oft-recurrent, it may
be traced to vice or recklessness as its cause. In English towns at
ordinary times there is a sufficiency of wages to be earned—ag there
ig algo in Dublin, and {n some of the larger provincial towns, Ex.
ceptional instances there may indeed be, as, for example, the dis.
tress of 1861 in Lancashire—as an cffect of the American war—
Cases of individual misfertune there will also be everywhere,—But
the misery in Ireland is different; it is that of “dwellers in the
conniry, persous honest, sober, respectable, industrious. It is the
miseTy on the verge of which they always live in spite of all their
efforts, and into which they are plunged whenever the yield of earth
or sea falls below the average, If is the misery which results from
their surrounding circnmstances, not from themselves. It is the
misery not of an individual bere and there, but of a large portion of
the community. It is the misery which results from injustice, cither
in the past or in the present, from a eystem of Government by re-
pression, from the neglect or ecruelty of those who have forgotten
that, in every position of trust or authority, the good ruler rules for
the interest of the ruled, and with a keen sensc of the duty he owes
them, of the mercy, gentleness, compassion, not to mention the
justice he is bound to exercise towsrds them.' It {s with English
villages the Irish villages are to he compared, and the question is
why are the conditions so different,—If the cases of apparent eruelty
were few there might be room to suspect the fanlt lay with the
sufferer. *“ But when net an individual here and there, but the great
bulk of the population of a district are in Qestitution or distress,
when there are famishing by the roadside not ooe or two evil-doers
among the tenants, but scores of men, women, and children driven
forth by the angry fiat of the landlord, when loud in their protest
againat the wrongs inflicted upon the people are not demagogue or
focialiet seeking to stir up strife, but the messengers of peace, the
friends of order, the obedient subjects of Iawfnl authority, priests and
nuns, and monks and biskops, when the visitor who has no interest
on either side, almost always returns home fall of indignant
Sympathy for the peoples’ wrongs and the peoples’ sufferings—then,
indeed, it is time to probe the wound and seek for & permanent
remedy of 8o wide-spread a malady.”

MISERY IN
IRELAND,

Bur what are the hopes that the condition of
things in Ireland may be remedied, or that concord
may ever exist between Celt and Saxon! Professor
Baldwin, in his evidence before the Richmond
cominission, says, {ilfeeling in Ireland towards England was

IRELAND'S
HOPE,

never stronger than {6 now i and in America it in still
stronger, among tha Irish and their desccndants, And this ill-
feeling hay entered on a mew phase.~Education, and the very
concessions made to Ireland, have done much to bring about the
change of tone in which Irish newapapers and pafriots’spesk of Kng-
land,—But the New Ireland that has sprung np across the seas has
done more towards this change, Tbe beart of the Irish emigrant
abides in Ireland, but he carries his couniry and his faith with him
into other lands, and every act of oppression or cruelty at Home has
added to the strength of the nation abroad.— While the whele popala-
tion of the Btates bas increased 190 per cent, withingthe tast forty
years, the Catholic popalation, who are for the most part Irish, have
increased to the astonishing rate of 810 per cent. Bince 31880 I sm
told that the increase has been more rapid still, The close compact
organisation existing among them adds nota little to their nmmerical
Btrength, and every year they are a more important element in the
political world," Tke consciousness of this growing power has
emboldened the Irish of late to meet the English face to facein a
way never before attempted. * It is this dawning sense of strangth,
this glimpse of success drawing migh in tbe struggle which they
regarded a3 s hopeless one, that has made them fasten with the quick
intelligent instinet of those who have an object to gain and intend
to gain it, upon their present leader, and as friends and foes alike
must confess, their most successful leader in the House of Commons,
And the writer is convinced that Iteland will ultimately succeed in
winning ber cause.—Sbe will win ib as a reward for her heroie devo-
tion to the canse of God. * Nor does it peed any dragging in of the
sepernatural to foresee this. Apart from any but purely patural
causes she must in the end prevail, The Celtic race camnotb
fail to outrun the Anglo-Saxon ere many centuries have run thefr course.
They willdo 8o by the very force of numbers, The average of grown
children in an Irish family is five ; that in an English about three,
Allowing thirty years for a generation, it follows that fa a huadred
years the descendants of an Irish family will be three times more
numerous than those of English parentage.,” As io the causes of
the difference, the writer is not concerned with them gemerally,
*“But one difference there is whick tends more and more to teil in
favour of the Irish, and that is is their superior morality, The vice
50 commaon, so almost universal in England and Protestant Amwmerica,
not only tends to degenerate the Anglo-Sazon race, but actually to
reduce its numbers, The dislike to large families which ia prevalent
at present in the npper class in England necessarily diminishes the
bopulation. Other forms of evil if they do not materially affoct the
numbers, at least undermine alike the physical and moral strength of
the nation.”—The superiority of the Celt, moreover, in quick intel.
ligenee to the Anglo-8axon is developing itself now that restrictions
on education and the Protestant ascendancy no longer stand so fully
in the way, and the rapid manner in which the Irish race are gaining
on the English is a security for suceess.”—Io America their superior
power of organisstion iz confessed even by their greatest enemies,
and the Irish vote i3 becoming every day more importantin American
politics. Even in England they are awaking to the conviction that
in at least a score of Parlinmentary boroughs the Irish vote might
determine the election.” In England, bowever, it is argued that
English supremacy will outlive the present generation and that
posterity may provide for themselves,.—But dynamite gearcs arc but
& presage of what is fo come, English Ministers point to the calm
prevailing in Ircland a8 o sign that their repressive policy has sue-
ceeded. The calm, nevertheless, precedes the storm. ‘¢ Agitation in
Treland has probably only just begun, The words of the Irish mems.
bers do but faintly echo the {eclings of the nation, when, emboldened
by suceess, they openly declare that the soomer it is recognised the
better that a state of war exists between Eogland and Ireland, and
that the people would hreak ont into open insuzrection if the people
had the power,” The true nature of Izxish ill-feeling towards Eng-
land, however, is bestseen in Amercis, “ It is not the wild declama-
tion of a few revolutionaries or demagogues, it is the expression of
the calm, deliberate opinion of the great mass of Irish and Irish-born
citizens of America,”” Not only in godless nawspapers will abuse of
England be found, bat in religions papers, side by side with sermons
of Cardinal Manning's or Father Burke’s, Recent emigrants huve
left Ireland with no kindlier feelingg than those who went befors




