
IntheMonth forSeptembertheBey.FatherClarke
MISERY IN S.J., giveshis fourthpaper onhis visit to Ireland.
Ireland.

—
Hefound the village ofLacken, on theCoastof

Sligo, inamiserablestate. The marks of hunger
methis eyeson everyside, anda few daysbeforehis arrival therea
manhad died ofit. "Hehadbeenill somedaya,and atlength the
priestwassummoned, andat firstcouldnot discover the causeofhis
mysteriousailment, tillat last out came themelancholy truth. 'The
truth is, your reverence, thatIhavenot hada mouthfulof food for
days.' Thepriestgave whathe comld,and the relieving officer was
summoned;but a day or too passedbefore thatfunctionary paidhis
visit to thestarving family. Whenhe came hetold them be could
donothing without adoctor'scertificate, andso another day passed,
when at last the reliefcame,it was too lateand the poor suffererdiedfromnoother cause than sheer starvation." The peopleof the
village were living,or tryingto live,on seaweed and limpets.— Thc
proximate cause, says the writer, was the failure of crops andfisheries, "but theultimate cause was to be sought in thehistoryofIreland, in the method in which, she had been governed, in the
crashing effectof ruined commerce, and fisheries destroyed in the
interests of strangers,in the occupants thrust into possess her soil,
andin thepolicy of Governmentby force." Itis true that there is
alsomisery to be found inEngland, but the writer's experience tellshim thatin thosecases whereit is chronic or oft-recurrent, it may
be tracedto viceor recklessnessas its cause. In English towns at
ordinary times thereis a sufficiency of wagestobe earned— as thereis alsoinDublin, andinsome of the larger provincial towns. Ex-
ceptional instances theremayindeed be, as, for example, the dis-
tress of 1861 in Lancashire

—
as an effect of the American -war.

Cases of individualmisfortune there will also be everywhere. But
themisery in Ireland is different; it is that of "dwellersin the
country, persons honest, sober, respectable, industrious. It is the
misery on the vergeof which they always live in spite of all theirefforts, and into which they areplunged whenever the yieldof earth
or sea fallsbelow theaverage. It is the misery which results fromtheir surrounding circumstances, not from themselves. It is the
misery not of anindividualheieand there, but of alarge portionof
the community. Itis themisery whichresults frominjustice, cither
in the past or in thepresent,from a system of Government by re-pression,from theneglect or cruelty of those who have forgottenthat,in every positionof trust or authority,thegood ruler rules forthe interest of the ruled,and with akeen senseof the duty he owesthem, of the mercy, gentleness, compassion, not to mention the
justiceheis boundtoexercise towards them." It is with English
villages the Irishvillages are to be compared, and the question is
why are the conditions sodifferent.— lf the cases of apparent crueltywere few theremight be room to suspect the fault lay with thesufferer. "

"Butwhennot an individualhere and there,but the great
bulk of the populationof a district are in destitution or distress,whenthere are famishing by the roadside not on« or two evil-doersamongthe tenants,but scores of men, women, and children driven

'
forthby theangry fiat of the landlord,when loud in their protestagainst thewrongsinflictedupon the peopleare not demagogue orsocialistseeking to stir up strife, but the messengers of peace, thefriendsof order, the obedient subjects of lawful authority,priestsandnuns, andmonksand bishops,when the visitor who has no intereston either side, almost always returns home full of indignant
sympathy for thepeoples'wrongs and the peoples'sufferings— then,indeed,it is time to probe the wound and seek for a permanentremedy of so wide-spreada malady."

But what are the hopes that the condition of
Ireland's things inIrelandmaybe remedied,or that concord

hope. may everexistbetweenCeltandSaxon? ProfessorBaldwin, in his evidence before the Bichmondcommission, says, ill-feeling in Ireland towards England was|

never stronger than it now is, and in America it is still
stronger, among the Irian and their descendants. And this ill-
feeling has entered on a- new phase.— Education, and the very
concessions made to Ireland, havedone much to bring aboutthe
change of toneinwhichIrishnewspapers andpatriots'speakof Eng-
land.— But theNewIrelandthathas sprungup across the seas has
done more towards this change. The heartof theIrishemigrant
abides in Ireland, but lecarrieshis country and his faithwithhim
intoother lands,andeveryact of oppressionor cruelty at Home has
added to thestrengthof thenationabroad.—" While thewholepopula-
tion of the States has increased 190 per cent, within*thelast forty
years, the Catholicpopulation,whoarefor themost part Irish,have
increased tothe astonishingrate of 810 per cent. Since 1880 lam
told that the increase has beenmorerapid still. The close compact
organisationexistingamong themaddsnota littletotheirnumerical
strength,andeveryyearthey are a more importantelement in the
political world." The consciousness of this growing power hasemboldenedthe Irish of late to meet theEnglish face to facein a
way neverbefore attempted. "Itis this dawningsenseof strength,
this glimpse of success drawing nigh in the struggle -which they
regardedas a hopelessone,thathas made themfasten with the quick
intelligent instinct of those whohavean objectto gain andintend
to gain it, upon their present leader,andas friends and foes alike
mustconfess, theirmost successful leaderin theHouseof Commons."
And the writer is convinced thatIreland willultimately succeed in
winningher cause.— Sbe will win itasa reward for her heroicdevo-
tion to the causeof God. "Nor doesitneed any dragging inof the
supernatural to foresee this. Apart from any but purely natural
causes she must in the end prevail. The Celtic race cannot
failtooutrun theAnglo-Saxoneremanycenturieshaveruntheircourse.
Theywilldo soby thevery force of numbers. The averageof grown
childrenin anIrish family is five; that in an English about three.Allowingthirty yearsfor a generation,it follows thatin a hundred'
years the descendants of an Irish family willbe three timesmore
numerous than those of English parentage." As to the causesof
the difference, the writer is not concerned with them generally."But one difference thereis which tends moreandmoreto tellin
favour of the Irish,and that is is their superior morality. The viceso common, so almostuniversal in England and ProtestaatAmerica,
not only tends to degenerate the Anglo-Saxonrace,butactually to
reduceits numbers. The dislike tolarge familieswhich isprevalent
atpresent in theupper class in England necessarily diminishes thepopulation. Other forms of evilif they donot materially affect the
numbers, at leastundermine alikethephysical andmoralstrengthof
thenation."

—
The superiority of the Celt, moreover, in quick intel.

ligence to the Anglo-Saxonis developing itself now thatrestrictionsoneducationandtheProtestant ascendancy no longer stand so fully
in theway,and therapidmannerinwhich theIrishracearegaining
on theEnglish is asecurity forsuccess."— ln America their superior
power of organisation is confessed evea by their greatestenemies,
and the Irish vote is becomingevery daymoreimportantinAmerican
politics. EveninEngland they areawaking to the conviction that
in at leasta score of Parliamentary boroughs the Irish vote might
determine the election." In England, however, it is argued that
English supremacy will outlive the present generation and that
posterity may providefor themselves.— Butdynamite scares arc but
apresage of whatis tocome. English Ministers point to the calm
prevailing inIrelandas asign that their repressivepolicy has suc-
ceeded. Thecalm, nevertheless,precedesthe storm. "Agitation in
Irelandhas probably only just begun. The words of the Irish mem-
bers dobut faintlyecho the feelings of thenation, when,emboldened
by success, they openly declare that the sooneritis recognised the
better thatastateof warexists between England and Ireland, andthatthe peoplewouldbreakout into openinsurrection if thepeople
had thepower." The truenature of Irish ill-feeling towards Eng-
land,however, is best seeninAmercia. "Itis not the wild declama-
tionof a fewrevolutionariesor demagogues, it is the expressionof
the calm, deliberateopinionof the greatmass of Irish andIrish-born
citizensof America." Not only ingodless newspapers willabuse of
England be found, bnt inreligious papers,side by side with sermons
of Cardinal Manning's or FatherBurkes. Recent emigrants have
leftIrelandwithno kindlier feelingg than those who went before
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