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“LAYS OF THE LAND OF THE MAOQOR] AND MOA.”

By Thomas Bracken,
With an introduction by the Ré¥, Ruthieiford Waddeil, MA]

Now 1K THE LONDON PRESS,

Anl will be' issied [n'New ZEaland avbout the middie of
December, . T *

This new volume wili confain all the best of Mn, BRACKEN'S:

JoeMs, cardfully revized, .
* 7 As the wi¢¥k will be issued from one of the best publishing
establishments in London, it will be tun?cd out in first-class style,
The book will be elegantly hound in eloth, and will contaio &
portrait of the author,
The published vrice will be P
1 . 4 W B -
"FIVE BSHILLINGS,
And as the issue will be limited, those who desire to abtain copie
should make early application to the undersigned,
On receipt of Five SHILLINGS AND ElGiHT FENCE (in stamps
or PO, Orders) the Book will be posted free to ahy part of the
. Colony. T e T
Farly application is necessary to

JAMES WILKIE AND €O,
DUNEDIN.

PORT CHALMERS PRESBYTERY ART-UNION.

Mr. Deroehy 2
A Rev, Friend e e
I, Hokitika™ ... i

Mre, 0'Donnell

Mrs. M, Costello, Oamarn

Mr. M, Ryan, Waitahuna, ...

Mrs, C, Cogan, Naseby
Mre, M. Green, Waipori
Mrs, M, Curtis, Goldsborough ...
Mr, M, Minoban, QOtekaike ..
Mr. Higgins, Port Chalmers ...
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CATHEDRAL FUND,

Fge

1 m:-q to acknowledge the receipt of the following subseriptions
towards the Cathedral Fand :— -« o 277 - T

2 Do £ ag.d,o:-
Mr, Edmonds ... o 1.0 0
Mrs. Perrin ‘10 0 9
Bev. P, O'Leary . ‘e 5.0 .0
Mr, M. Fleming... . ... . .. 300
WEKKLY BUBSCEIPTIONS,
ks dS o £ ad
Per Rev, I, Lynch 6 1 4 PorMr. W, Hall 2 60
»  Mr. Prumm ‘216 0 , Nr N/ Smith 1 06 09
»  Mr. Hamilton 0 9% 9 , Mc Brempan,, © 110 0
. Miss Smith and . a . Mr. Lennon 3 00
7 Miss Harris 2 4.8 L
of« P, Monaxn,
DEATH.

McCLUSKEY.—0n Thuraday, 8th November, at Kaseby, George
McCluskey, fifth son of the Jate Patrick McCluskey, County Tyrone,
Ireland, aged 39 years ; deeply regretted.—Reguiescat in Pace.
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FIAT -JUSTITTA,

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 18s3.

PROGRESS AND-JUSTICE IN THE NINETEENTH
.. CENTURY. .
—

Tue Catholics of New Zealand provide, at their own sole
expense, an excellent education for their own children. Yet
-such is the senso of ‘justice. and poliey in the New Zealand
Legislature that it compels~these Catholics, after having
- inanfully ~provided for their owil children, to contribute
- largely towards the free and godléss'eddeation of ‘dther people’s
children 111 This is tyranny, oppression, and plunder.

. - 4

HE amount spent by Government 'on jsducation
during the financial year 1882-83 wad -no less
than £531,973, How many pupils were. taught
for this sum? We bLave purposely abstained
from using the word educated—for, slthough we
have what is officially called education, not even
one pupil has been really educated under our sys-
tem of public education. A secend interesting

enguiry would be, what are the eonditions under which children

can share in; this enormous expenditure of peblic money,

In e}l sclools—primary, secondary, and éollegiate ; native
and European ; ordinary, industrial, and Reformatory—there
were in the coitseiof last 'year 93,300 pupils. A ‘paternal
Government. has'therefote spent nearly, six pounds sterling
per head in giving instruction to children whose parents find
themselves dble in'conscience. to avail themselves of an
intensely sectarian system of edugation af ike public expense,
For it must be. borne in mind.that.-over and above thesa
98,000 pupils. there- were 10,002 pupils whose parents refused
to send them to public schools, and whoge education was pro-
vided for at the sole expensé of $heir parents and friends with-
ont the least aid from publie fands

Now, how comes it such a large number is eompelled to
forego the pecuniary advantages afforded by public schools :
and, after having contributed its share to the pubiic burdens,
feels itself under the necessity of undertaking the additional
burden of private schools. -This arises from the conditions
under which public edueation is carried on. All sections of
the community are compelled to pay the expense of public
education, or rather instruction, whereas the system of instrae-
tion provided is intended and arranged to meet the require-
ments of ong sect alone—the secular sect, and to exclude all
others, )

It is true indeed that some others besides secularists avail
themselves of it ; and this accounts for the large numbers to
be found in public schools, But large uumbers of persons
do this unwillingly, and. under protest. These, no doubt,
tnink that although. they suffer a hardship, they may,
under the circumstances, permit their children to frequent

_public schools without any very serious violation of con-

science. . 1 ‘

., There are others, however, amongst whom the overwhelming
majority of the parents of these 10,000 children, who are to
be found in private schools, are to be numbered, whose con-
sciences compel them to make very great sacrifices to provide
schools in which such an education is provided as meets their
views. ' I

Considering these points, what is the inevitable conclu-

{sion ? First, every dispassicnate man will concede that it is

manifestly unjust and tyrannieal.to compel people, who, at
their.own sole expense, provide anm, .excellent education “fur
their own childven, to pay for the free and godless education
of the children of the secular sect and others who avail
themselves of it. It is plain, in the second place, that the
secular sect has, through a combination of eircumstances, been
enabled to trample, on the community and levy Llack-mail
on their fellow-citizens, In the midst of a comwmunity, then,
which boasts of its freedom,-we find a veritable tyranny and »

.| despotic and most. odious exercise of power on the part of a

chance majority.’ : A

There is another consideration which must also. strike
every man who serionsly. reflects on this state of .things. It
‘appears that there'are in the Colony*hbout 60;000 families
likely to have childre’ (see’ Hansaiil p. 606, No. 26; 1888),
and it follows that to educats the children of 120,000

-| men ‘and “women of the country, all the other men and

women are heavily taxed. Now no one will deny that
the education of children and thé expense of it belong
to their parents. Parents are the persons who are obliged
to see that théir children are ‘propéerly educated and they
are also the persons wha should bear the expense of such edu-
cation. 1t is only in cases of inability to do so that the com-
munity at large can be justly called upon to contribute
towards . the maintenance of schools,

If, ‘then, the overwhelming majority of parents in this
country are able to pay-for the entire education of their chil-
dren, it is both unjust and impelitic for the Legislature co com-
pel all- to-provide u.free education for the children of weli-to-
do-people. It is impossible 1o gainsey this position. Nothing

but ruin can come of perseverance in this insane attempt to



