
Ihe Catholics of New Zealand provide, at their ownsole
expense, anexcellent education for their own children. Yetsuch is the sense of justice, and policy in the New ZealandLegislature that it compels 'these Catholics, after having" manfully provided for their omi children, to contribute- largely towards tlie free andgodleWedticationof oilier people's!
children !!! This is tyranny,- oppression,and plunder.

IE amount spent by Government onIeducationduring the financial year 1882-83 was no less
than £531,973. How many..pupils,w^ie. taught
for this sum ? We have purposely abstained
from using the wordeducated— for,although wehave what is officially called education, not even
onepupil has beenreallyeducated under our sys-
tem of public education. A second interesting

enquiry would be, what are theconditions under which children
canshare in;this enormous expenditureMpublic money.

Inall schools— primary, secondary,and lollegiate;nativeand European;ordinary, industrial,and Kefonnatory there
werein thec6«rse-Ipfla.st,year 93,300 pupils. A paternal
GovernmentJiaß';tberefore,spent nearly., six pounds sterlingperhead in,giving,instruction to children whoseparents findthemselves able in

'
conscience- to avail themselves of anintensely sectarian system pf eduction aJKtne public expense.

For it must < be.borne~;ih .^nindL that, over and above these93,000 pupils-there were10,002 pupils whose parentsrefusedto send them to public schools,and whoseeducation was pro-
videdfor at the sole.expeijse of theirparents andfriends with-out theleastaid from public funds

Now, how comes it such alarge number is compelled toforego the pecuniary advantages afforded by public schools ;and,after having contributed its share to the public burdens,
feels itself under the necessity of undertaking the additional
burden nof private schools. This arises from the conditionsunder which public education is carried on. All sections of
thecommunity are compelled to pay the expense of public
education,orrather instruction,whereas the systemof instruc-
tionprovided isintended and arranged to meet the require-
ments of one, sect alone

—
the secular sect, and to exclude allothers.

Itis true indeed that some others besides secularists availthemselves jof,it; and this accounts for the large numbers tobe found inpublic schools. But large numbers of persons
do this unwillingly,and. under protest. These, no doubt,
tnink that , although they suffer a hardship, they may,
tinder the circumstances, permit their children to frequent
public schools without any very serious violation of con-
science. ,

Thereareothers,hpwever,amongstwhomtheoverwhelmingmajority of the parents of these 10,000children, who are to
be found inprivate schools,are to,be .numbered, whose con-
sciences compel them tomake very great sacrifices to provide
schools inwhich such an education isprovided as meets^ their'views. ■
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Considering these points, whatis the inevitable conclu-sion? First,everyidispassionate man"will concede that it ismanifestly unjust and tyrannical4o compel people, who,at
their.own sole expense, provide an,.excellent education 'for
their own children,to pay for the free and godless educationof.the children of the secular sect and others who avail
themselves of it,. It is plain, in thesecondplace, that the
secular sect has, througha combinationbfcircumstances, beenenabled to trample,on the community and levy bluck-mail
ontheir fellow-citizens. In the midst of a community, then,
which boasts of its freedom, we fiud a veritable tyranny and a
despoticand most,odious exerciseof power on the part of a
chance majority. ' '

There is another consideration which must also strike
every manwho seriously reflects on this state of things. Itappears that there'are in the Colony-about 6'OjOOO families
likely to have children (see:Hansav'd p. 606, JS70.70.2G; 1883),
and it follows that to educate the children' of 120^000men and women of the country,' all the other men and
women arc heavily taxed. Now no one will deny that
the education of children and the expense of it belong
to their parents. Parents are the persons who are obliged
to see that their children are properly educated and they
are also the persons who should^bear theexpenseof suchedu-
cation. It is only in cases of inability todo so that the com-
munity at large can be justly called- upon to contribute
towards.the maintenance of schools.

If, tlien, the overwhelming majority of parents in this
country are able to pay for1the entire education of their chil-dren, it is bothunjust and impoliticfor the Legislature co com-pelall to provide a free education for the children of well-to-do-people. It is impossible to gainsay thisposition. Nothing
but ruin can come of perseverancein this insane attempt to

i%jdty,November j(^LBB3. 'WyA«BiM^yj^gA»b«r:
£531,973.

DEATH.
McCloskby.— On Thursday,BthNovember, at Naseby, George

McCluskoy, fifth son.of the late Patrick McCluskey,<3ouuty Tyrone,
Ireland,aged39 years;deeply regretted.

—
Beqyelesca,t inPace.
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A NEW VOLUME

"LAYS OP THE LAND OF THE MAORI AND MOA."
By ThomasBracken.

With an introductionby theRev.Rutherford Waddell,M.Aj

Now IN the.LONDON PRESS,

Anil will be" issifed fn,'New'Ztaland about the middle oE
December^ " ■ '-

Thisnew volume will contain all the best of Mb. Bracken's
JPoems,carefully revised.'J

As the wctfk willbe issued from one of the best publishing
establishmentsinLondon,it will be turnedout in fir&t-class style.

Thebook will be elegantlybound in cloth, and will contain a
portrait of theauthor.

Ihepublishedprice will ba

FIVE BHILLINGV,
Andas theissue willbelimited, those whodesire to obtaincopie

shouldmake early applicationto theundersigned.
On receiptof FiveShillings and Eight Fence (in stamps

or P.O.Orders) the Book will be posted free to any part of the
.Colony. '.",,- ....

Early applicationis necessary to

JAMES WILKIE AND CO.,
DUNEDIN.

T>ORT CHALMERS PRESBYTERY ART-UNION.
Mr. Dennehy ... ... ... £1 10 0
A Rev,Friend ... „ ... ... 2 0 0
Mrp.d'Donneil,Hokitika" ... * ... '

2 0 0
Mrs. M.Costello,O'aruaru ... ... 2 0 0
Mr. M.Ryan, Waitahuna, ... ... 2 0 0
Mrs.0.Cogan,iNaseby ... ... 2 -'O 0
Mrs. M.Green,Waipori ... ... 2 0 0
Mm.M.Curtis,Goldsborough... ... 2 0 0
Mr.M.Minohan, Otekaike ... ... 2 0 0
Mr. Higgins,PortChalmers ... ...100

CATHEDRAL FUND." -
'_ 2

1 beg to acknowledge the receipt of the following subscriptions
towards theCathedral Faud :— "a- , ■

': -,
- . , ■-

1
-
1
' '"'

■"" £ s; d. : ■

Mr. Edmonds ... ... ..-. 10 0
Mrs.Perrin ... ... ... '10 0 0
Rev. P.OLeaiy . ... ... 5.0 ,0 ,
Mr.M.Fleming,.. -, ( ... . ... 30 0

Wekkly 'Subscriptions.
£s. d.' - * '

£ s. d.
PerR<v. P. Lynch 6 14 Per Mr. W.' Hall 2 6 0„ ilr. Drumm 216 0 „ N;Smith 10 0„ Mr. Hamilton 0 9 0 „ Mr. Brennan,, 110 0
� Miss Smithand , , „ Hr.Lennon 3 0 0

MissHarris 2 4 6
lf« P. MOHAN. 1


