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DUPLICITY OF THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT.
ANYONE acquainted with the history of what is called the ¢ Refor-
mation ” cannot be surprised at the asfounding duplicity or hypoe-
risy of the education anthorities in this Colony. Catholics, all along,
have been persuaded that the New Zealand Government schools were
Protestant schoole. Dr. Croke, when Bishop of Aunckland, showed
this clearly escugh in a communication to the Press bere, by quota-
tions from history books used in Htate schools, Protestant principles
may be taught through books of history as well az by catechism. I
always maintain that New Zealand Goveroment schoofs are prac-
tically just as Protestant in their spirit and teaching as our Erening
Star and Herald are Protestant, or ag your TABLET, or the Anckland
Freeman, or Catholic sehools are Catholic, On looking into Collier's
history, ooc of the class-books in the Government schools, I see that
he holds up the Catholic Church as an object of public hatred and
execration, she having, as be maintains, poured out astream of poisen,
upon the world, When Government puts, ot allows fo be put, such
bogks as these into the hands of the pupils in State schools, ome can-
not but feel astonished as well as disgnsted at the doplicity, the
brazen deceif, and shimeless imprdence of men like Mr. Rolleston
and others when they pretend that these schools are  non-sectarian.”
T have used strong expressioos, as you see, in denouncing such dis-
simulation, bat if I could find any stronger I would use them, All
men of all creeds, except, perhaps. staunch Beotch Presbyterians and
English Puritans, despise hypocrisy and deceit whénever they see
them, especially in matters regarding educaiion” abd -xéligion, for
both these go together aind cannot be separated, HEverybody knows
that what 13 called the * Reformation of religion " in England and
Seotland was based on robbery, brate foree, and fraud; Roman
Catholics beinfr the victims. The ¢ Reformation ™ of religion was a
mere pretext. Plundcr, plander, plundér was the object from the'
beginning to the end of the so-called * Reformation "—the plunder
Wi the poor and defeuceless by the rich and strong, by the ancestora
of those men who now hold the speil in their possession. No wonder
the descendants of these royal and aristocratic robbers and their
sympathisers are to this day 'staunch Protestants” and anxious to kesp
own “ Popery™ by fair means or foul, by pretended nun-sectarian
Edueation Bills or otherwise, The Minister of Education has now
more fully revealed the cloven faot and showed the sham New Zea-
Jand so-called secular and non-scetarian system of education, in its
real character, as a Protestant system, Bible-reading in the mouth
of a Presbyterian means rank Presbyterian doctrige—-no mistake
about, that, though he may not have the honesty to avow it. The
same term, in the month of a Protestant generally means Protestan-
tism, No question of that either. Totalk of non-sec arian Chris.
tianity is a mere delusion, a play or juggle upom words, Non-sec-
tarian Christianity, if it mean anything, means Christianity without
dogma, Where is such Christianity as that to be found? Not in the
Bible certainly. Why, every sentence of the New Testament almost
from end to end, asscrts or implies some dogma which, to be under-
stood aright, requires to be explained by thoee kaving lawfal autho.
rity to do so, Uod knows the Bible has been abused already quite
enough by those men who have cast off the authority of the Cathalic
Chureh, It has been times innumerable made by ihem a text book
to feach endless religions errors and extravagances aad even down-
right rebellion itselfand crimesof thedarkest dye, to thegreat injury of
good moralsand the public peace. We have seen a melancholy illustras
tion of this in New Zealand. The Maori chief Wi Thomson, like
another Gliver Cromwell, took the Bible in one hand and the rifle in
the other while he went forward to destroy the power of his
Sovereign, In this Colony the Protesiant missionaries had taught
him to read the Bible and interpret it on Protestazut principles, by
his* own private judgement.” He and his followers did so with a ven-
geance, In vain Bishop Selwyn sought to convince them that their in-
terpretation waa not sound., Their to himreply was virtually this : —
Sound or not scund, it is our interpretation, and, according to your
teaching as Protestauts, every man has aright to understand the Bible
ag his own private judgement leads kim,” [t took ten thousand British
goldiers to try to convince Thomson of his error as a Bible interpre-
ter, and they did not succeed after all, though they took the best
part of their land from him and his followers -2 aoo 1 deal of which
a certain stauneh, pious “Bible reader” in Auckland now holds, Icgally,
of course. Thomson’s open Bible has been a dear Bible tothe Colony.
It has imposed a war debt of seven million pounds upon usall, which we
have yet to pay off or pay interest so long as it is unpaid.

Properly speaking, the great Maori war was the direct frojt of
Protestant teaching, It profited the rich, the capitalist, the usarers,
but not the poor tax-payer,—Grossly as the Bible has beea misused
in the past under Protestant influence, it bids fair te be more grossly
misnsed yetif taught by authority of Government in State schools,
upon non-seerarian principles—or pretended non-sectarian principles,
rather. The ** Reformatior " was born, and cradled, and reared in
injustice, robbery, duplicity and fraud, and for the overthrow of the
Catholic Church, The eame thing may besaid of the present New
Zealand system of educeation. There is little use in saying that to
the edacation anthorities, however. They will only laugh to'your
face, 8o long 38 they retsin power they care not what yon say of
them, Like the authors and original defenders of the so-called
* Reformatien,” they are imsensible to feelings of justice, honour or
shame when theinterests of Roman Catholics arein question,~and they
have the Catholics under their thumb, The Protestant Pressare even
worse than the Government in this respect, Those on “whom the
mantle of John Knox and the #good " Queen Bess has iallen are
not likely to pay much, if any, respect to the claimsof justice set
forth by Romap Catholics in such a malter as eduention. I'may be
gingular and extreme in my views, but I believe you might as well
try to subvert the “ Reformation ® in New Zealand as break in
upon the present Government edncation system. They both stand
on one and the game footing—inveterate hostility to the Roman
Catbelic Church and her principles, The ** Reformation *” must run to
the end of its tether, or nearly so, ere Catholics can hopa for justice
from & Government like thie, * The vices to which the 't Reformation ”

ie leading, however, will in the enl destroy it, In the mean time
let Catholice *to themselves be true,” while fighting for God and
and justice to all.

The Commons of New Zealand and of the United Kingdom do
not gee now what their ancestors saw & hundred years ago, and up to
the time of the'so-called  Reformation,” that the Roman Catholic
Chuoreh ig the best friend of the weak and defenceless and their best
protector against the avarice and tyranny and selfishness of the rich
and powerful. Do not tell us that the avariee and tyranny and
gelfishness of the rich and powerful no longer exist now, either in New
Zealand or the United Kingdom. A man must be blind, or deaf, or
unable to read who will believe that, The sacrilegious spoilers of
the Church, royal and aristocratic, their creatures and sympathisers,
in the 16th century, got the %eople to believe that the Church was
the enemy of the Commons. Under that delusion they bave remained
to this hour. TUntruthful historians and fanatical self-seeking
preachers have helped to keep up that delusion by their misrepresen-
tations, and sometimes by enormous lies againgt the Charch., The
Press has worked bard in the same unblessed vocation, Indeed, go
long as that generation lived which had seen and known what the
Catholic Church in tbe day of her power was, and what she had
done for the Commons, they pever lost their respect for her, and
never ceased to regret ber overthrow., It was only alter that
generation had passed away that the present anti-Catholic spirit
arose among the Qommons of England, such ag we now witness it,
The English commons would have defended the Catholic Church by
force of arms against the infamons Henry and his co-robbers if they
only had been sable. They did make a feeble effort to do so, but
failed, as they naturally would do with the thieving king and nobles,
and their illgotten wealth against them, Misrepreseutation and
falsehood, bowever, are not immortal ; truth is. The day will come,
and is even now visibly approaching, when the Commozs of England
will know the true history of Lthe Catholic Church—the true history
of the so-called Reformation. Then tkeir eyes will ba opened to see
how they bave been misled and deceived regardiog the (_Jhumh, hgr
principles, and her action in the past, and her present airos both in
New Zealand and elsewhere. Within the last ten yesrs there hag
been issued from the Hdinburgh Press fwo interesting historical
works, written by able and impartial Protestacts, and whiqh are wgll
calenlated to remove from the Protestant mind long-egtabhshed mig-
representations and prejudices respecting the Cstholic Church, her
policy, and some of ber most distingnished members in past agos,
This scems to me to indieate sometbing like a “ reaction ™ among
Scotchmen of culture in favour of the Catholic Church. Btrange
that Edinburgh, of all other cities, so long the head centre of the
most rabid form of herstical error and tyranoy, should now, by her
Press, be leading the way toa Catholic reaction. Duonedin must
follow suit, The two books Ialiude toare * The Warrior, the Priest,
and Statesman,” by Davenpor:t Adams, and * Queen Mary and her
Accusers,”” by Jobn Hosack, barrister at law. In the first-named
work, Mr, Adams has given a sketch of the life and character of the
noble and saintly Thomasa Becket, of the patriob statesman Cardinal
Archbishop Langton, the patriot warrior Simon de Montford—the
three founders of the British Constitation, the most glerions temple
of liberty the world has ever ecen, He has done ample justice to
the memory of these great men, and Evglish-Catholic worthies, With
a few trifiing exceptions, the most enthusiastic Catholic mlgh’t have
written the book., Mr, Adams ought “to go over to Rome” to be
consistent, The wark of Mr. Hosack is primarily a vindication of
the character of Mary Btuart againsther false accusera-~ber Protestant
accusers or slanderers, He does this in a cool, impartial, _anc?!
masterly style. But the work is also a history of the * Reformation
in Scotland. He shows that the men who brought that event about
were a confederacy of base traitor knaves, assassing, robpers, forgers,
and perjured liars, —Elzabeth Tudor and John Knox being the worst
of the lot and at the bottom of ail the villany then done, in the
sacred name of religion. He shows that Mary was in-
nocent of any share in her husband’s assassipation, or of
any knowledge of it; that she was deeply grieved at its
ocearrerice ; that though Darnley was a bad hosband, 2 rake,
and & fool, who had plotted against her, she had been reconciled to
him ere bis asamesination. It wasnotin her patuve to harbour ill-
will againgt anyone, far less the hasband of her youthful chojee—
thozgh not her first love. Bhe earned the forgivencss of injuries
evento a fault; heaped favours and bonours on her bagse bastard
brother, the “ Reformer,” the Lord James _Btewart; even after he
had been in arms against her and tried to kill her and ber unborn
babe. Bhe never entertained a guilty passion for Rizzio or Both-
well ;—there is no evidence to show that : much to prove the contrary.
That ker marriage with Bothwell was forced upon her, She loathed
the man a& well she might, He a Scoteh brute, she a refined and
sensitive, pious Catholic woman, bronght up among refined people.
What community of feeling could exist between them? The day
after marriage with Bothwell ske eaid she wished she were dead.
The murder of Darnley was not & domestic, t}mt o political tragedy ;
Almest every one of tie Scotch # Reforming " pobles had a,hnnd in
it, or a guilty knowledge of it. Morton, the Regent, Kuok's crony,
wag hanged for his share in the job, Every Beotchman shoulg blush
for shame up to the eyes at the very name of Enox, or the Retor_-
mation. It hasoften struck me as singular that some of the most
able defenders of the Catholic @hurch in her po‘a_1tmal chamc'ter.haw,
been Protestants, They were 80 because of thelr full and intimate
knowledge of the principles and the past history of the Chureh.
Among these Protestant writers we may notice . Guigot, _a.utﬁ:or of
a series of lectures on the © History of Modern Civilisation”; and
William Cobbett, author of a * History of the Protestant Refor-
mation,” in England, The French said that 'M. Guizot, thongh
Protestant, was more Catholic than the Catholics themselves, I.l;
would hardly be going too far to gay the same of W. Cobhﬁtb_. Hig
little “ History of the Protestant Reformation in England ™ is, per-
haps, the most abla and manly defence of the Catholic Charch in her
political charactet that ever was written, Yet William Cobbett
somewhat inconststently lived and died 2 member of the Protestant
Church of England, The book was written aboat the time of the



