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OPENING OF THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH,

GORDON.
record the deaths, there was exported from Ireland sufficient "rainproducetohavemaintained inhappiness and luxury three times thepopulation the country held. The thirdand mostridiculous reasonof all was that Ireland was over-populated. Sa far from its bein^over-populated,it waalike a "land deserted. In the County of Kif-dare, one of the richest inIreland— (he spokeauthoritativelyof it,
because six of thehappiestyearsof his life had been spent iv Clon-gowes College there)-take thatcountry alone, miles and miles oflaud could be traversed without meeting a single person, bnthere and there were to be seen ruins of habitations, the onlyremaining evidenceof theblighting influence whichhad been shownby landlordism. None of these three reasons,therefore, could everheld good for the admittedlyunprosperous state of Ireland to-day.
A fenile land,inhabitedby a sober and industrious people,its pro-duce sufficient forat least10,000,000,andit waspoverty-s rickeu anddiscontented. Landlordism was responsible for the bloodshed andrebellion of Ireland-which had blightedherfair history, atidIreland'smoney was spent everywheresaveinIreland. Landlordismlives bythe armies of theBritish Crown. He quoted from Mr. Froude, thehistorian, Dr. Woodward, a Protestant Bishop, and others whoseimpartialitynobody could doubt. At the best of times the farmercould scarcely live andpay rent ;and whentwoor three oad seasonsfollowed,his position was truly pitiable. On one side the agent andemergencymen,andon theother wife,andchildren crying for bread.But, thank heaven, they were beginning to recognise their duties,and first seeto tbe welfare of their families (cheers), [nmany casesthey braved eviction, and before the Land League the stoutest-hea-teddreadedeviction. Last year landlordshad thrown out uponth^roadside, likedead dogs, 5200 families, or 36,000 souls, withaditch for a bed- side, and the canopy of heaven for a cover. Lastyear,prior to his arrest, he received a message from Miss Parnelland the Ladies' Land League(loud cheers), a message toproceed tothe scene of a contemplated eviction at Carlow, and brin^money -with which, in conjunction with the parish priest,to properly provide for the sufferers

—
this was a timewhen a thousand leading workers of the Land League

were in prison—he could not refuse. He met the Rev. J. Dalanywho drove him to the eviction. He remembered the day as if ifcwas but yesterday. Itwas a cold,bitter day, thehills covered withsnow, and icicles hung dripping from the trees. On theroadsidewere thiec cottages where id free-bornAustralian would house hishorses or his dogs. From these the familiesweretobe evicted,notbecause they wouldnot pay therent, butbecause they became mem-bers of the Land League. Fifty of the Irishconstabu ary wereon
gnard, and admittance demanded. The p.ople withinheld a sullens\b nee. In an instantbayonets andaxesshivered the doors " everyarticle of furniture, even to tbe beds, was thrown upon the snowclad road. From the houses went old men and women, childrenclinging to their paients, wondering at the scene,and iv ignoranceof tiu'ir fate. He remembered one poorold womanthrowingup her
aims as sac came oat, and exclaiming, '<My GodIhive lived hereMxty yeais. and now there is no ioof to cover my greyhairs

" (sen-sation). As he stood and watched that scene he registered a vowthat whatever little energy he bad would be devoted as long as helived to destroy that system which made it legal to throw womenand children out upon a snow clad road (loud cheers). Peoplesaid those peopl<? should emigrate. They emigrate1 Among themthere wasnot enough to emigrate one to the nearest village for onenight s shelter, orfood for ouechil i. But he thanked God there was
ishis pocketmoney for them from the IrishNational League where-with he might find relief and protection for those people,until thelandlords chose to be better for the future,andnot to throw helplesswomen on asnow clad roadin themiddle of winter (Loudcheers).
He then described theIrish LandLeague, its object*, its works andits hopes. By their support, moral aud material, themovement wasconstitutional and its demands were basedon theholiest and firmestprinciples of justice. The Land League wasanorganisationof allkindsof Irishmen, Protestant, Catholic, Presbyterian and Methodistrich andpoor, great andsmall,allunited andmeant toconquer, healpaitdifferences, andcarryfthe socialand political reforms they desireHe and his brother appealed to all classes for supportandhelp inthe name of Ir.land (loud cheers). Irelandcalledfor assistance inthat struggle—constitutional and moral— for the rightof governingandmakingthe laws for the landin whichitspeoplelived(cheers) Heearnestly besought everyone togiveahelpand they wouldberewardedby tbeirconsciousness of a great and good work towards their faithand fatherland. He ended with a splendid peroration,stating thatopposition only made him the more determined to boldly face thework beforehim, and, in the words of the poet,"Let sages frown,

Letcynics sneer,
Letheartlesscowards doubtandfear,Let traitors barter and betray,
And hollowfriendsgo creep away;Through sun, through shade,Throughgood, through ill,
We'll keep the green flag flying still."—(Loud andprolonged applauseand three times three)The next eveninghe lecturedon

"
Forster'sCoercion Act," whenhe wasgreeted with rounds of applause. Mr.JamesClarke occupiedthe chair again, and was enthusiastically cheered.Mr. D. Lynchproposed a vo!eof thanks which Mr. C. Horeanseconded. fe

+>,*JIT;JlT;R,e,dm?nd brkfly replied,andfinished by proposing a voteofthank, to Mr.J. Clarke, thechairman. So unanimously was it takenup that everybody seconded it amidst tremendous applause. ThecollectionsandsubsciiptionsinHokitikawerelarger thanonany otherpprt of the West Coast,no doubt owing,in part, to thebigotry dis-playedbefore Mr. W. H. K.Redmondwasheard. B J
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0I? Friday>October 5« fae left for Boss escorted byfZrld WWS"'SlDgl^ bug?ies' fife* etc' Such a processionneverRoS« «« a1?a
1? Slich.n!iaibers was theunanimous opinion of oldlios&ites. Ross account iamynext.

XThe MatauraEnsign, October19)SrmpAY last waga redletter day ia the annalsof Roman Catholicity
in these parts, witnessing as it did the opening of the neat littlechurch at Gordon, just completed by Mr. T.Latham, the well-knowncontractor. Thebuilding occupiesa goodsite. The exteriorispiaiaand somewhat sombre looking;inside, however, thechurch is de-cidedly comfortablelooking,and the altar andits surroundings areofanexceedingly chaste and attractivedesign. Whenfull thebuildino-would probably seat, some 250 people, and nearly this number as-sembled on Sunday last, wintry as the weather was. A worse day
in the whole yearcould scarcely have been selected, a biting south-west windragingand heavy showers of rain fallingatbrief intervals.1hat there should have been such an attendance must have beengratifyingto the residentpriest, especially whenitis considered thata charge of half-a-guinea wasmade for admission to the sacred edi-fice. Shortly after11o'clock the dedication and blessing proceeded,pontificalhigh Mass beingheld. The celebrant wasBisnop Moranand thedeacon andsub-deacon were Fathers Burke and Fitzgeraldrespectively. Throughout the ceremonial was most impreasiv°, thisbeing innosmill measure due to the efforts of a well-trainedthough
small choir who had practised Mozart's 12th Mass assiduously forthe occasion. Mr.Brett presid-d at the organ,and Mrs. Brett ren-dered specially valuable assistance during the servica, giving thepartsallotted toher witha gracefulnessand precisioa begot'e-fonlv
of a trained voicaand great practice. The ceremony ove\ a c)lle*-tion was taken up, and we understand the gross r>rocse <s of tbisaddedto the tickets,will slightly exceed£100, anamount that wouldhave beennearly doubledhad the day been sufficiently fine to enablethose living at a distance to be present at the ceremony. Still itwill reduce the debt on the church to £170. In thecoarseof auaddress on the occasion.

Bishop Moran said that day -was for all of thema memorableone, marking as itdidan epochin Catholicity in these parts. Thisholy and important dedication vroald have its yearly anniversary,andno other festival would take precedenceof this due. But fromanother point of view special iaterest attached to this dedication"
tinssecond Sunday in October was the anniveisiry of thededicationof the churcbea of Ireland,the land from whichmostof those presenthadcome. The associations connected with that d-iy brought forthindescribable feelings. Notonly did they bring to mind the land oftheir birth,but aanpitomeof the tmicry of their country and Church.Hehad told them the dedication of that church wouldbe amemor-able event in after years, but only so that church, not to otherchurches. Ifso, then why werethey celebratingthat day the dedica-tion ofallthe churches inIreland2 The answer woulddisclose anim-portant and touching history. St. Patiick, the singularly giftedapostle of Ireland, wassent there fey the Pope after many lon<* yearsof preparationfor this importantmission. When 16 yearsof°a»e hewas broughtinto the country incaptivity,and until 22 yearsold heremained a captive,being deliveredin a wonderfulway. Providencehad designed him for agreat mission, andafter his escape from Ire-land to Francehe wassoon in preparation for his work. Itwas notuntil he was60 years of age, however, that he was sent to Ireland.He offered th3gospel to thepeople of Ireland,and he confirmed hisright tomake that offer by stupendousmiracles. He arrivedat thegreat age of 120 years before he slept in the Lord and received hiareward in the Kingdom of Heaven. During these 60 years hepreachedthe gospel throughout Ireland, everywhere confirminghis
mission not only by the austerity of his life but by tbe sanctity ofhis work, tbe purity of his teaching, and by the most stupendousmiracles, amongstthem the raising of not less thannine people fromdeath to life. On one occasion herestored to life a man who hadbeen dead27 yeais,and this manlivedfor fifteen years afterwards.Almighty God gaveSt.Patrick power to workthesemiracles in ordertoconfirm his mission. By these means he converted tbe entirenation, and when they considered the life heled and the miracles heperformedit wasnot surprising that the peoplehe converted becameboth zealous and devoted. Religion was cultivated. Schools wereestablished throughout the land, at which numerous students werewholly maintained by the people. Great monasteries were alsoestablished throughout the country. Spread this picture over aperiodof 300 yearsand an entire nation, and some idea could beformed of the state of Ireland during the fifth, sixth, and ssventhcenturies. Peace for the Christian, peace for his religion, reigned
Iv the wholehistory of the Church of God they could find no parallelpicture. Thepeople attained to an eminentdegree of sanctity, andspreading into other lands brought to thesenations also the light ofthe gospel. A wonderful picture that of the zeal of the Irish Church 1But this stateof religious prosperity wasdestinednot tolast for ever.After these three centuric, there followed three centuries of deepconflict,greathumiliation, and terrible losses. The Danes invadedthe country andspread desolation througbtout the land,exhibiting asp>cial enmity towards the priestsof God and the churches, monas-teries, and schools, every oneof whichbefore their final defeat byBrian Boro'nihe they had succeeded indemolishing. Then there wasa dark period in the history of the church. When theDanes wereatlast driven from the laud, when the great culminating victory waswon, the homes of religion were desolate, but religion hadnot died. Faith still existed, and the fight of the Irish peoplehad been more for their altars than for tbeir homes andlands. But their state after such a conflict could not be adesirable one. Yet the cation was still Christian, andChristian to the core. They repaired their losse?, and though theycouldnotcelebrate theanniver-aTyof the dedicationof their cburches,because their churches nolonger existed,there was one great f.sti-val instituted to embody the. dedications of all. That was thefestival they were celebrating that day in this remote land. Theythe. descendants of those men of whom he had been srjeakWwere dedicating that day a new church to the same God—*church in which the same faith, would be preached the
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