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THE MESSRS. REDMOND IN DUKLEDIN,

+

THE arkival of Mr. W. Redmond, M.P,, and Mr. J. W, Walshe in
Dunedin took place on Baturday evening, The reception given to
them will be found reported in anctber column, Mr. J. E. Redmond
had been deinined in Timaru, where with a true Irish spirit his
fellow-conntrymen had insisted on his leaving the train. for the pur-
pose of adaressing them, so taat it was impossible for him to reach
Dunedin before the arrival of the Christchurch express, at 7.35 p.m.
on Monday, The meeting at the Queen’s Theatre had to be postponed
until half-past eight. The train was fortunately wcll up to time,
and Mr, Redmond, who bad bosn accompanied from Qamarn by the
Ven. Archdeacop Coleman, was able to keep his appointment
punctually. The theatre was filled wlth people, who pave an
enthusiastic reception to the delegates on their appearance mpon the
- platform, and testified their approval through the course of the ad-
dresses by loud and hearty applause,

Mr, J. B, CaLrax filled the chair, and the following gentlemen
took their places on the stage :—The Ven. Archdeacon Coleman,
the Rev. Father O'Malley, 8.J. [the Rev, Fathers Walsh and Lynch
being present as ardent supporters of the delegates and their cause
in another portion of the house], the Rev. Brothers Bodkin, Egan,
and Dowdall Messrs, J. Carroll, ¥, and MM, Mcenan, N. 8mith, J, P,
Armsirong, Morkane, Keligher., N. Moloney, J. F, Perin, J, M.
Malagan, and several others,

The CHATRMAN, in opening the proceedings, said thab as he had
underfaken to introdunce Mr. Redmond to the audience, and as he had
no wish to trespass upon thelr time or patience (though he would no
doubt be expected to say a few words with reference to the discus-
sions of various kinds that his sdvent there bad exeited), he would
merely state the reason why, when he was asked to preside there that
night, he had willingly and without hesitation acceded to the request
of the promoters of the wmeeting (applanse). He did so becsuse,
having read the addresses of the distinguished member for New Ross
delivered in this Colony and the other Coplonies of Australia, he felt
persuaded that the poliey they advocated was a just one, and that it
bad been advocated in a fair, reasonable and temperate manner. In-
deed, it was difficult to cenceive how anything in those addresses
could, ag be had been urged, set class against class, and he thoaght
be had a right to say, since remarks of that kind reflected, to a certain
extent, upon the gentlemen who had taken 8 prominent part in re-
ceiving Mr. Redmond here and had been active in promoting that
meeting, that be (the chairman) would be the last man to receive
any man, or body of men, who had euch an object in view. He
would boldly state that the tendency of such newspaper comments as
he referred to was to bring about the very state of things they pro-
fessed such a horror at seeing introduced (cheers), What Mr, Red-
mond asked for was a fair bearing; be desired the fullest publicity for
what he said ; and he courted unsparing criticism for bis uttarances
(hear, hear.) If report belied not the lecturer he believed they had
a great intellectual treat in store for them, for in intreducing Mr,
Redmond ke was not introducing a vulgar and illiterate adventurer
and stirrer-up of sedition, but a gentleman of high culture and re-
fived breeding engaped in a constituiional stroggle (lond cheers.)
He begged leave to introduce the lecturer.

Mg, REDMOKND, who on Iising, was Teceived with immense
cheering and proionged applause, said ;—Mr. Chairman, ladies and
gentleman ; the subject upon which I am about to speak forms the
first portion of the programme of the Irish Naiional League. Itis a
subject which vaght to prove of general interest, becavse it bas its
attractions, not only for those who, like myself, hope soon to see Ire-
land transformed into & self-governed nation (loud cheers), but also
for those who, withoat sympathising with what they noderstand as
Home Rule, are yet apxious that the present condition of Irish
poverty, and misery, and disconient should lLe changed, and are
wiiling to consider calmly, in the light of histery und philosophy, any
scheme tfowards that end that may be proposed by responsible
politiciang, This quegtion of Irish self-government is the one above
all others which kolds ont most inducements to an Irish speaker to
rely upon appeals to the passione and imagination of an Irish
andience. To-night I promise to make no such appeal, but to rely
alone oo the stern logic of resson, #aud precedent and argument—to
look on impartially at both sides of the question, to weigh the argn-
ment both for and against, and to see whether, after all, the idea
of self-government has not a basis in logie and common sense. What
do we mean by Home Rule? Well, sir, by Home Rule we mean the
restoration to Ireland of Representative Government, and by that we
mesn government in accordance with the constitutionally expressed

will of the majority of those governed, or in other words, govern-
ment by ministers constitutionally responsible to these they govern
(hear). By Rome Kule for Ireland we mean that Ireland, in all her
internal affairs, shall be governed by an Irisk Parliament consisting
of the Soversign and the Lords and Commons of Ireland, while at the
same time all Imperial matters, and the general interests of the

Empire, shall continue to be governed by the Imperial Parliament as.

atb present constituted (hear, hear, ard applause.} The idea at the
bottom of the proposal is the desirability of finding a middle course
between separation on the one band and over-centralisation on the
other. We believe it is uncesirable that two countries so closely con-
neoted geograpbically and eocially be entirely severed, No, it is no
dismemberment of the Empire we seek—an Empire which we Irigh-

men, let it be remembered, have had our sharve in building up (loud
applanse). Onthe other hand it is equally undesirable that the peo-
ple o one country should persist in ruling that of another country,
in whose feelings and affections, opinions and prejudices, they have
no sympathy, and whose wants, interests, and aspirations, they pro-
fessedly cannot undersiand. Such a system of Government tends to
destroy all national life and every vestige of public spifit. We pro-
pese a middle course. We say to Eugland : Retain every guarantec
for the integrity of the Empire, but give up a task you bave proved
yourself unequal lo, and incompetent satisfactorily to fulfil (hear,
hear). Let both nations agree to defend that Empire, the common
heritage of us all, aye, even against all the world up in arms against
us (loud cheers and applause). But let England give up ence and
for all the absurd and impossible task of ruling the internal affairsof
Ireland. Now, ladies and gentlewen, that is what we mean by Home
Rule, Bat/I can fancy some of our opponents saying thiais only a
earsory definition of a general principle,—What of the details? L
might fairly answer by saying that as soon as some agrecement has
been come to on the general principle, the details could then fairly
he left for the united wisdom of the English, Scotch and Irish mem-
bers of the Imperial Parlinment, It is confusing, indeed, sir, it is
irregnlar, to discuss details until the principles are established, though
I am willing to admit that it is not unreasonable that our opponents
shonld wish for some suggestions or information regarding the means
by which we propose federation should beattained. Mr. Isaac Butt
has left on record his suggestions as to this. Sir, Mr. Butt says,
“ First, as to the Crown ; it is not proposed to affect its perogatives
at all ; the only change would be that, injexciusively Irishmatters, it
would be guided by the advice of an Irish Parliament and aan Irish
Ministry., Ibp all other affairs it wounld continwe, as at present, to be
guided by the advice of the Imperial Legislature. The Imperial

Parliament would have the same power over all Imperial affaira jusé
as if no Irish Parliament existed. Its jurisdiction would include

every international transaction, all relations with foreign Siates, ail

questions of peace and war, the Government of the Colonids,

the srmy, navy, acd all that relates to the defence and

stability of the Empire; control of the Imperial Customs and general

trade regulations ; control of expenditure and supplies for all Im-

perial purposes; power to levy general taxation for sugh
purposes; chazge of the opublic debt and -the Im-
perial  Civil List, and Sovereign FPower within the Ilimits

of its attributions over individual citizens of bath countries,
But it should be seitled beforehand in what proportion Ire-
land shonld contributc to such expeunditure; with what shere
of the public debt sheis fairly chargeable ; what part of the Imperial
civil list she should pay ; and tazation should be adjusted, not only
as to amount, bat as to mode, 1 such a manner that its burden
would be equitably distributsd throughout every part of the United
Kingdom. Of course Ircland would continue to be represented in
the Bmperial Parliament on Imperial questions, but on these only.
For all Imperial parposes the twoe couniries would continuc to be a
* United Kingdom, and to constitutc in the facc of these nations one
Imperial State. As to Lhe Irish Parliament, it would have supreme
control over th2 interaal affairs of Ireland, just as if an Imperial
Parliament existed. Its jurisdietion would inzlude every exclusively
Irish interest—edncation, agriculturs, commerce, manufactures,
public works, rsilways, courts of justice, magistracy, public
post-office, corporation, grand juries, and every other detail
of Irish business and Irish national life, . . . It would
be composed ef the Bovereign, Lords, and Commons of Ireland,
The sovereignty of bath kingdoms wonld coatinue and would be -
declared to be indissolubly unmited. . . . Inrespectof all ex-
clusively Irish inferests one Ivish Parliament, so censtibuted, would
rank, act, and rule as the parliament of an independent nation.”
Sii, lest anybody shonld accuse me of quoting the opinions of AMv.
Butt and not the opinions of Mr. Parnell, who is supposed (and
erroneously @o) to bold more extreme views than Mr, Butt, T will
read from the acconnt of an interview which recently took place in
Paris between Mr, Parnell and a French journalist. Asked as to the
remedy for Irish distress, Mr. Parnell said :—* There is but one
remedy : Home Rule—Autonomy. We wish to enjoy the rights
belonging to us as other subjects of the United Kingdom. Weare
tired of the position c¢f Pariah. In my soul and conscience I be-
lieve we shall wip, and within a reasonable time. We want a Par-
liament of ouf own—a Government of our own, with & natural result
—libarty. You will better understand me when L say that we should
be assimilated to a state of things that exists in Canada or the Isle of
Man,” and he might have added New Zealand (hesr, hear, and ap-
plause). We would not cease to be subjects of the United Kingdom,
Her Queen would be our Queen, BShe would be the link that would
attach Ireland to Great Britian, We would cousent even to be
governed by a Viceroy, provided there were no exceptional laws, dnd
that the Viceroy bad no tnore rights, no mere arbitrary powers over us,
than Qneen Victoria has over her English or Beoteh subjects (cheers).
Political peace will never be obtained until the day when we are
treated, if not as a nation, at least as a free Colony ' (loud applause)
That is what we mean by Home Rule both in principle andia detail,
This proposal is neither vagne nor unintelligible ; it is clear, precise,
and abuodant in detail (hear, hear). It is not a proposal for separa-
tion, for one of its essential conditions is the preservation of union,
It is a proposal for a Federal Union, Reparation isone thing, Federal
Union is another; and if Tam to diseuss this with my opponents, they



