
todeducelaws issuing inTash theories, often in flat contradiction ofdivinerevelation,and withnoother motive than that of glossing over
or concealing the salutaryinfluence whichChristian institutions have
had on thecourse of human destinesand theprogressofevents. Such,
is the conduct of most of them, who devote but little examination
to their inconsequence, the absurdities they perpetrate, or the dark-ness with which they flood the so-called philosophy of history. Inshort, detailsapart, the general plan of historical instruction tends
to cast suspicion on the Church, odium on the Roman Pontiffs and
to persuade the mass of the peoplethat the .Pontifical rule is an
obstacle to the welfare andgreatness of Italy.

Now, nothing more untrue could well besaid ;somuch sothat
it is wonderful that such accusations, rebutted so forcibly by such
striking testimony, should still appear tosomeas worthy of belief.As amatterof fact, history consigns to the eternal remembrance of
posterity the immense obligations of Europe to theRoman Ponti-ficate, and those of Italy in particular, which has naturally received,
above all others, the greatest number of benefits and favours from
the Holy See. Inthe first place, account shouldbe taken of the
fact that the Italians havepreservedintact,andwithout schism, their
religious unity;an inestimable boon, which affords to thenations
who possess it the surest guarantee ofdomestic andsocialprosperity.
And again, to mention a specialinstance,no oneis ignorantof how,
amid thedisintegrationandcrumblingawayof the glory of theRoman
Empire,thePopesopposedthemoststubborn resistance-totheencroach-
meutsofthebarbarians,and that itwasmorethanoncedueto theircon-
stancyand wisdom,thathostile wrathhadbeen subdued, Italiansoil
saved from bloodshed and fire, and Rome rescued from destruction.
Amid the disasters of those times, their signal charity,combined with
concurrent circumstances,gavebirth to their temporal sovereignty,
which has had the glory to be ever inseparable from the common
weal. Indeed,if even the Holy See has been able to promote the in-
terestsof law andcivilisation,if it has been capable of exertingits
powerful influence in the civil order andembracing completely all
social needs, the share in this must be recognised of the temporal
power, whichhascontributed to thesegreat works the necessary free-
dom andresources. More than this— if ourpredecessorshave been,
constrainedby theconsciousness of their duty todefend their rights
against thegrasping ambition of their invaders, that verycourse of
action of theirs has more thanoncepreservedItaly from foreignrule.This truth has been witnessedin comtemporaneous times when the
Holy See stood out firmly against the victorious arms of a mighty
emperor, andobtained from the alliedpower a restitution of its sove-
reign rights. The peopleof Italyhave profited no less by the ener-
getic resistanceof thePopes to the unjust pretensionsof pTinces: nor
by the heroism with which, uniting all the forces of Europe in acommonbond,theywithstoodtheterribleimpetusoftheinvadingTurks
The twogreat battles which shattered the enemiesof Italyand Chris-
tendom

—
the onein theplainsof Lombardy, theother in thewatersof

Lepanto—
wereplannedand foughtunder theauspicesof theApostolic

See. The expeditions to theHoly Land, due to the impulse of the
Popes, also gave birth to the glory andnavalpowerof Italy. Simi-
larly, the ItalianRepublicsowe to the Pontiff theirlaws, their life,
their existence. To the credit of theHoly See is due the greater
part of Italy'sreputation in the sciences and finearts. The classics
would undoubtedly have perished had not the Popes and clergy
rescued from the wreck the remains of the works of antiquity. In
Rome itself, what has been done speaks yetmore forcibly;ancient
monumentspreservedat great expense, new works undertaken and
adorned with the creations of the greatest artists, museums aud
libraries founded, schools opened for the education of youth, great
universities munificently endowed; all these have raised Rome
to sohigh andhonourable aposition that allhave recognised in her
themotherof liberal arts.

Suchis the light thrownon the subject by these andmany otherconsiderations, thatit is clear that tosay that the Pontificateitself,
or the civil princedom of the Pontificate, is inimical to Italy, is
voluntary to falsifyplainand evident facts. Itia acriminal design
kuowingly to deceiveand toconverthistory into a dangerouspoison,
and still moreis it worthy of condemnation in Catholics and Italians,
who ought beyond all othersto be impelledby gratitude, reverence
for their ieligion, andlove of their country, not only to regard for
truth, but also to its defence. And since many Protestants of acuta
intelligence aud impartial judgment have been compelled by the
force of truth togiveup their preconceivedopinions,and toacknow-
ledge without hesitation that the Roman Pontificate renders im-
menseservice to civilisation and public order, it is intolerable that
many of Our own peopleshould take the opposite side. These in
historical studies, prefer for the most partexternal aid, and follow
andmost approve those foreign writers who make themost hostile
attacksupon Catholic institutions, contemptuously neglecting Our
own highest authorities, who in writing history have refused to
separate love of country from reverenceandlove of the Apostolic
See.

Itis hard, however, to conceive how much barm may be done
by the study of a history which is devoted to party ends, and to the
gratificationof cupidity of variouskinds. For it becomes, not the
guide of life, nor the light ©f truth, as the ancients hare rightly
declared thatit ought tobe, but the accomplice of vices, and the
as;ent of corruption, especially for the young, whose mindsit will
fill with unsound opinions, and whose hearts ie will turnaway from,
virtueana modesty. For history has great attractions for the pre-
cocious and .ardent intellectof youth; the picture offered to itof
ancient times, and the images of men whom the narrative invests
withrenewed life,are eagerly welcomedby youngmen, and retained
for ever deeply gravenin theirmemories. When thereforethepoison
has oncebeen imbibed in tender years,a remedy is scarcely tobe
found. For itis anillusive hope that with the growth of years they
will know better and unlearn what they learut in the beginning,
because few give themselves to a thorough and careful study of
history andin later years they will findin daily life more perhaps
to confirmthan tocorrect their errors.

(Tobe continued,}

To the Cardinals of theHoly Boman Church, Antonine De Luca,
Vice-Chancellorof the HolyRoman Church, John Baptist
Pitra, Librarianof the Holy Roman.Church, Joseph Heb-
ubnboethee, Prefect of the Vatican Archives.BehovedSons,Healthandthe.ApostolicBenediction, Much

consideration as to what artifices those most rely upon who
strive to cast suspicion,andodium on the Church andon the RomanPontificate,baa revealed to Us that theirattacks are directed with
great power and craftagainst the History of the Christian Church,
andabove all against that portion of it which treats of the attitude
and acts of the Roman Pontiffs in Italian affairs. Several Italian
Bishops, struck by the same fact, have declared that their concern
at themischief already effected, is fully equalledby their apprehen-
sion of that tocome. la truth, itis as dangeious as itis unjust to
sacrificehistorical truth fromhatred to theRoman Pontificate, with
the evident object of making the events of the past, distorted byfalsehood,serve the causeof the ItalianRevolution. Ourduty, then,
beingnot only to vindicate the other rights of the Church, but todefendagainst unjust attacks the dignity andhonour of the Apos-
tolicSee ;andOur desire being that truth should prevail,and that
Italians should know what has been for them inthepast, and will
bein the future, the mostabundant sourceof good, We haveresolved,
dear sons, tomake known to you Our thoughts upon this gravesub-
ject,and toentrust to you the fulfilment of Our wishes.

The authentic records of history when considered with a mind
calm and freedfromprejudices, arein themselves amagnificent and

■■"gptaneousapology for the Church and the Pontificate. In themnjfebe seen the true natureand the true greatness of Christian in-stipitions. Inher arduous conflicts and her splendid victories are
revealed the divine power andstrengthof the Church;andby the
clear testimony of facts are revealedand shine forth the great bene-
fits which the Supreme Pontiffs have conferred on all nations,but
aboveallonher in whosebosomDivine Providencehas set the Apos-
tolic See. Those, therefore, whoarealsvays assailing the Pontificate
in every conceivable manner, could not afford to spare the testi-
mony of history which witnesses to such great acts. In fact, they
have set themselves to violate the integrity of history with such
perverse art, that those arms whichare most fit todefend the Church
have been turnedagainst her.

This plan ofattack is that first adopted threecenturies ago by
the Centuriators of Madgeburg. As these leaders of heresy were
unable tothrow down the ramparts of Catholicdoctrine,they adopted
thenew stratagem of engaging the Churchinhistorical controversy.
Their example was followedby nearly every heretical school ;and,
Badder still to state, it has been imitated by some, whoby religion
belonged to the Catholic Church, by race to Italy. With the object
we have mentioned,thehistory of former times has been ransacked
for the smallest details;every nook andcornerof their archives has
beensearched ;idle tales havebeenbrought to the light of day ;and
imposturesa hundred times refuted have a hundred times been re-
peated. While the essential constitutents of historical facts have
beenmutilated or skilfully thrust into the shade, they have chosen
topass by in silence,deeds memorable and worthyof renown, at the
same time devoting themselves with renewed energy topoint outand
exaggerateevery little want of prudence and failure to do right,
although the avoidance of all faults, even the least, is beyond the
capacity of human nature. They have even allowed themselves topry with pervertedsagacity into the uncertain secrets of domestic
life, with the aim of seizing and bringing into prominenceall that
seemed calculated to gratify the scandal-lovingpalate of the multi-
tude. Of the greatest Pontiffs, even those of themost eminent virtue
havebeen accused and brandedasambitious, proud,despotic; those
whose glorious actions are above thereach of detraction, areblamed
for their intentions;and thousandsof times the senseless cryhas
been repeatedthat theChurch was injurious to mental progress, to
nationalcivilisation. But the civil principality of theRoman Pon-tiffs, formed providentially to preserve intact their independence
andjdignity, most legitimate in its origin and memorable for its
innumerable benefits,has beenin particulara target for thekeenest
shafts of malevolenceandcalumny.

The same tactics are pursued to-day;itcancertainly be now
said withgreater truth than ever thatthe art of thehistorian is a
conspiracy against truth. The oldaccusations are again circulated :
falsehood is seen to insinuate itself oncemore through heavy tomesand slender volumes, through the flying pages of the daily Press,
and through the studied attractions of the stage. The number is
toogreat of those who would wish the memories of olddays tohelp
the cause of outrage

—
Sicily affords a recentinstance of this, when

availing themselves of the commemoration of a sanguinary act, they
cast on thememory of Our predecessorsmuch abuse which they in-
scribed onabiding monuments in coarseand violent language. The
same thing was seensoonafter, whenpublichonours wererendered

manof Brescia, as though his seditious spirit andbis enmity toW<-.e Holy See. had recommended him to the respect oE posterity
There again they strove toexcite the hatred of the people and to.brandish the torch of calumny in the faces of the greatest Pontiffs.And where facts most honourable to the Church, whose brilliance
completely dissipated the darkness of calumny, could not but bementioned, by minimising and dissimulation but littleof the credit
of themhas been allowed to the Pontiffs.

But whatisofgreatergravity,is thatsuchamethodof treatinghis-
tory hasinvaded even the schools. Often, indeed, children haveput
into their hands for their instruction manuals thickly sown with
falsehoods, ami, when they become accustome-i to these, especially
if the perversity or hcedlessness of the teacher countenance it, the
youngstudents areeasily disgusted with venerableantiquity and im-
buedwith ashameless scornof things andmenmostholy. On leaving
the elementaryclasses, they are frequentlyexposed toan evengreater
danger, for in the higher studies from thenarrative of facts they
rise to theexaminationof causesjandfromthesecausesthey endeavour
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