Friday, October 26, 1883.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

25

—_—

same adorable sacrifice be offered up. After having ecalled
these things to mind, was it not nalural that they should give
thanks to Almighty God for the wonderful faith of those children of
the men who heard 8t Patrick preach? That faith had continued
the same in prosperity and adversity in all lands, Other people and
pations bad lost 1heir faith, but the Irish people bad retained this
great gift, the first, most Bccessary, and most important of all. Bt
Paul told them that without it it was impossible to please God, and
that be that believeth not shall be condemned, By faith only counld
they hope to see the face of God ; by failh only coxld they hope
to pursue moral lives. Without faith they bad nothing meritoricus,
and could attain to nothing great or good, but so long as they pre-
served that gift they could possess great things, They had great
reason to be grateful to Almighty God for this gifr, which sbould be
so0 cultivated that all wouid attain the end destined for them. Now,
affer waiting long ; after many trials, they had succeeded in erecting
that beantiful church, It was admirably finished and a credit to all
connected with it—a monument of faith, piety and generosity, He
prayed Almighty God to take these things into counsideration and
bless them abundantly. But they wust not forget that the erection
of that church strengthened and increased obligations previomsly
existing ; it gave them graces and blesrings which must be cultivated.,
They must be zezlous in the discharge of all their religious duties.
If, having the opportunity, they became Inkewarm or indifferent the
very sacrifices they had made to erect that building would be sources of
couvdemnation. [t was hardly to be expected, considering their posi-
tion and theirother needs, that the church would have been opened free
from debt, but only a small sum remained oo the hailding, which
*muld not undoly press them, and which he felt sure would be
gckly wiped away, If it were possible he would most earvestly
ire that aftur that day no debt existed on the building, because it
was now given to God and the gift should be complete. He urged
that a complete gift to God should be made even at a little sacrifice.
Fiverything we possessed had been given to uz by this great and
good God, and why therefore should we be nigeardly and avaricious,
why should we fear to be generous to God, who had assured them
that for the little they pave, a handredfold in thislife would be
returned and everlasting happiness in the next?
Before the proceedings terminated,
Ar, A. A, Macdonald, of Reaby, came forward and presented to
the ‘?ishnp the following address, which was beautifully illumi-
nated :—

“ Address of the Catholics of Gore to His Lordship the Most Rev.
Dr, Moran,

# May it plesse your Lordskip,—We come to offer you our respect-
ful welcome and to show our gladness at seeing your Lordship amongst
us—a gladness increased by reason of your being bere to open our
church, the first Catholic chureh in this neighbourhood, Allow us
to offer you our thanks for the marked comsideration you bave given
this recently rising portion of your diccese, by raising it to the condi-
tion of an independent mission, by appointing a resident priest here,
by watcking with care the progress of our little community and the
zrecéiun of our church, and by coming to open it to-day with your own

ands,

‘ Allow us to express, before you. our esteem of your labors for yous
ople, and most particalarly of yourlabors in the matter of education,
n common with all Catholics, animated by the Catholic spirit, we
desire to see our children trained uander a really Christian educational
system ; noother can we approve of ; no other can we conscientiously
adopt, We are not at all satisfied with that presently established
for us by Government ; itisinour case agrievance, aninjustice. We
recognise in your Liordship an able expanent of our claimg—an able
defender of our rights. We bighly appreciate all your efforts for the
Catholic educational causein the past. We are happy in baving an
opportunt 'ty of publicly showing that high appreciation at the present
tioe, sand giviog you our applanse. We pray you fo confinue the

same efforts with vigor unabated in the future,

“ Kindly aceept this expression of our deep admiration of your
euergy and zeal in advancing Catholicity in this distant portion of the
One Fold, We copgratulatg yon on the success that has atiended
that esergy and zeal. The many missions established by yon and the
many Catholic schools now in hopeful working condition in this
diccese, are the testimony of tkat success.

“ Declaring to your Lordship our filial obedience, and promising
you cur best co-operation in all your wise and zealons proposals,

“ We remain your Lordship's most devoted and obedient children
in Christ,

#Tue CATHOLIC PEOPLE OF GoRE.”

Master J, Mulvey also read an address from the children of the
district to the following effect \—

‘* Addresg of the children of Gore to the Most Rev Dr. Moran.”
% May it please your Lordship,—We the children of the Gore
, district present ourselves at your Lordship’s feet to bid you welcome
and to tell you bow bappy we feel in seeing amongst us one of whom
we have heard so much, We hear that, almost daily, yon spend a
portion of your time amongst children instructing them ; that week
after week you advocate the canmse of Catholic education in the
Press ; that you are always ready to undertske any journey, fatigue
or labor to promote this canse ; that no consideration will prevent yon
from smiting, with a heavy hand, the man who sets himself up to
oppose or damage the cange—in a word, that though you have so many
weighty duties to attend to you seem to make this the one only
bustness of your life. Much as you have done for the older members
of your flock in establishing new nissions and opening new churches,
you have done more for the younger memrers in providing them with
80 many Catholic schools of the best kind, those conducied by persons
who laying aside all ofbers cares devote themselves exclesively and
from a motive of pure fraternal charity to the Christian education of
children.
* By reason of our small humbers, we are presently compelled
1o attcnd those schools in which no religions instruetion

is giver : in which nothing i done toinstil into our minds respect
for God and His religioo—nothing to kindle in us a love for his
Church—nothing to tell us of its glorious hislory and traditions ; butb
in which, on the contrary we move inan ua-Catholic atmosphere ; in
which the tone of thought and expression is bitterly hostile to our reli-
gion ; in which, in fact, everythiog even to the prizebooks put into our
Catholic hands as & reward for our industry, breathea enmity to the
Catholic Chureh, Deprived of the advantages of Catholic schools,
and compelled to have reconrse to the hostile State schools, how
justly may not we envy the lot of children more fortunately situated,
and how fervently should we not long for the time whea a Catholic
schoo}l shall be opened here?

# Mindful then of your Lordship's unceasiug anxiety and Jabors fo
promote the trae interests of the children of your flock, we approach
You to express to you our feelirgs of gratitude and to offer you our
little word of welcome on the occasion of your first visit to Gore,

“ Asking your Lordship's blessing, we remain your Lordship's
obedient and affectionate children,”

Bishop Moran replied at considerable length, These addressess
he eaid, were beantiful compositions, and they contained statements
peculiatly consoling to him at the present time. Tt could not but
be to him a source of great satisfaction at hearing thera express the
pleasure they experienced at secing him there that day to open their
beautiful church, and he was sure few ihings would bave given him
greater pleasure, sd"that the feeling was reciproeal. In the course of
his discourse that morning he had found it appropriate to make
some references to the sacrifices and zeal of their forefathers in es.
tablishing Christian education, and he had done this without any
anticipations of the sentiments contained in these heautiful addresses,
which be bad not had an opportunity of reading before, Perbapsit
was just as well that it should be 80, because it had left them entirely
free to give espression to their sentiments, and his reply was equally
spontaneous. l’.lj.‘hey were deserving of all praise for erecting such a
church—pastor and people alike, It was & credit to them all,
It  would, bhe trusted, stand for many years as a
monument to the liveliness of their faith, to their practical piety
and open-handedness, The expression of their sentiments with
reference to the question of education was especially gratifying, Hu
was not prepared to accept all the enlogies they had been kind enough
to lavish on his poor exertions—exertions whick he must make to
remain frue to his positien- in the Church, Xt was hia busivess to
preach the gospel, and instruct the old and the young, and to ward
off all dangern which assailed their faith and the purity of the morals
of his people, If he was bound to preack the gospel and catechise the
children, be was equally bound to provide them with sound edncation
in which there was no danger to tbe purity of their faith and the
soundness of their mozrals, The duties were jnseparable, To doall
this was a primary duty, in the discharge of which nothing wounld
excuse bim-—no dangers, no fear of labour. If he were to make no
effort to provide Catbolic schools, he would fail in the discharge of
his duty and be an unworthy and injurious servant, Bnteven the
providing of Catholie schools would not discharge sll kis duties in
this respect. There had been established in the cowntry a system of
education whick contained intrinsic dangers to the faith and morals
of his people, and it was his duty to teach in seaton and ont of season,
with aloud voice that ali might hear it, that there were perilsingepar-
able from their cystem of purely secular education. 8o that what he
had done was not the cuteome of excessive zeal or warmth of feeling :
he was simply discharging a duty from which notking weuld exempt
him. For these reasons it struck bim that he did not deserve the
enlogies of the Gore people and others for his exertione in the cause
of Christian education, Were it in their power to accept the secular
system of education in force in the country they wonld gladly do so,
but a strict sense of duty compelled them fo make incessant efforts to
provide an education for their children free fiom the defects of the
present system, Could they acecept it, they would be spared a Iot of
labor, unpopularity, and money. If they undertook all the lzbor they
did, if they placed themselves in a position of antagonism to their
fellow-citizens, and if they opened their purses widely, it was surely
apparent that it was done from an absolute sense of duty and nothing
else, They were nof engaged in battling with the presentaystem from
year's end to year's end for the fun of the thing or ovt of a feeling of
opposition, Nothing but a strict sense of obligations would lead men
to such a course. The teaching of the Church in all ages told them
they were bound to provide a strictly Catholic teaching and training
for their children, and if they failed to carry out these injunections, to
strive to obtain for their children such an education as he had men-
tioned, they would in point of fact cease to be Christians. He was
not bound to say whether thdse who ruled at this tima were
Christians, buf ihe system of education they had forced on the people
was un-Chri-tian and anti-Christian, and in its principle it was
utterly and absclutely Godless. It failed to train men to believe that
they were the creatures of a Suprems Being, the children of -Jesus
Christ, and that they were boand to know and serve God from their
earliest infarcy, To fight for a different system to that existing was
an obligation on themselves and their children, and so loang as he held
the position he now beld he wonld warn them of their dangers and
fight for a better state of things, Did be not he would cease to bea
Christian, and not ouly be unworthy of the position of a Catholie
Bishop, but unworthy of the status of & rational man, He passed no
judgment on others. He wasspesking on a principle, and it wasnot
necessary that he should say more than he had that day given ut'erance
to. Ttpleased him to find they were so well instructed, and be firmly
believed that at a fitting time they would do all they could to establish
a Catholic school in Grore, He trusted the sentiments contained in
these two addresses would be their sentiments for ever, and that they
would {ransmit them through their children to their children’s
children,

In theevening the Bishopagain preached to a good congregation
on the particular devotion of the present month--the Rosary, The
discourse had special reference to prayer, and was attentively listened
ta throughout,



