
At the last meeting of the Industrial Exhibition Committeea really splendidlight, brilliant,clear, and steady, wasexhibited byMr. Crompton, made from petroleum from Gisborne. The quantityof space appliedfor at the Exhibitionnowamounts to 12,610 squarefeet.
TheHospitalBoard having intended toapply the Governmentgrant tothe erection of newbuildings at thehospital, in preferenceto spending it on the drainage, which has been reportedas a mostnecessary work, are disgusted at finding that Governmenthas giventhemoney for drainagepurposes only. New buildings are no doubturgently required,and a deputationof the Board are about to waiton theColonialSecretary, drawinghis attentionco thatnecessity
Themost inclementand drenching weather of Saturdayput anend to the various events which were tohave taken place that daysuch as the opening of theboating season, for whichgreat prepara-tions had beenmade,and the first of the Cup matches, between theMidland and Lancaster Park Cricket Clubs. Judging from theappearance of a good many fruit trees yesterday morning, which

were covered with witheredblack leaves,a verysharp frost appearstohavesucceeded the deluge. The wind was'bo fierce, Iscarcelyremember it3like,andits effects wereto be seenindamaged housesroofs, verandahs, fallen trees, etc.
'

Ihave received the following communication from Halswelland havemuch pleasureingiving ita place ia my letter:— A verypleasantgatheringtookplacelast Wednesdayat Mr.JosephKennedy's,Halswell, the occasion being a picnic given "by the parents of the'children attending St. Agnes' School to the teacher, AiissNoonaii.whois about toresign charge of the school. Over one hundredpeo-ple werepresent during the day. A number of games, rac s, etcwereindulged inby the children,each of whomreceivedaprize andaplentiful supplyof good.things-lollies, cakes, etc. Altogether averyenjoyableday was spent. During the afternoon the followingaddress was read 'and presented toMissNoooanby MissBurroivs(one of her pupils;,accompaniedby a very aaudsome fern picture,

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.
CHRISTCHURCH.

Friday, October 26, 1883.

(Fromour own Correspondent.)
October 15, 1883.

The Anglican Synodhas been for somedays insession,andalthough
details of the waysand meansby which that most wonderful insti-tution, the Anglican Church, is managed in this part of the world,
arenot particularly interesting to Catholics, thereare, nevertheless,
a few points whichhavecroppedupin thepresent solemn delibera-
tions on which 1 should like to say a few words. A great part ofthe Synod's time has been occupiedin discussing amotion of theRev.Mr. Lingard" that a committee should be appointed to take into
consideration thebest means to be adopted by the Synod towards
carving onmoreefficiently the workof the Church in the diocese,and thepeenniary position that will be necessary for this object."
This proposition,apparently so harmless and simple, was vet of arevolutionary character, as Mr.Lingard explainedthathis wish wasto absolutely sell Church property tothe valueof £100,000, for thepurposeof payingoff their English loan,releasing theparishesof the
burden of debtunder which they were groaning, of completing theCathedral,and of building churches and schools. In his opinion
the"Church

"
is in a very critical state, and he trembles for her

futureit something is not immediately done. More churches and
more men are,it seems, wanted to " endeavour to draw into the
Church the masses of the people," although Archdeacon Harrissays
that since the opening of the Cathedral the churches are compara-
tivelyempty,and the peopleare leaving them. The Cathedral,how-
ever,isnot considered tobe too well attended, and apparently has
not beensuccessful incarrying outits intended workof"revivifying
the Church," for inaddition to its beingbynomeansself-supporting,
a goodmany of the synodsmenobjected toitas "premature,"" abso-
lutely destructive to the work in the diocese," and altogether a"

nuisance." Inthe courseof his remarks Mr. Lingard mentioned
that the Churchproperty waswortha quarter of amillion, and that
theDean, at last synod, hadsaid thatit was not desirable that this
should be known to the general public. Later on,however, a
synodsman, whois likewiseone of the ablest financiers inour city,
and may thereforebe supposed to know what he is talking about,
said that after examining the documents laid on the table,and thosekept in the Church Steward's Office, he estimated the Church
property at £384,702, exclusive of the value of the churches,parsonages, and schools— say £90,000. (The Cathedral has
not apparently been included). In years gone by, in the Old
Country, when the question of the failure of the Churchof England to reach the hearts, and secure the attachment
of "the masses of her people," was discussed, the everlasting
excuse was that she waskept ina stateof bondage and comparative
inefficiency by the fact of her "establishment," but give her "dis-
establishmenr," and, consequently, freedom to proclaim the truths
she had hitherto been unable, in her muzzled condition, tomakeknown,and we should see wonders past all expression. Well, here
we have the exact Utopiaso eagerly longed for— freedom from State
eoutrol. a fair field, and. in addition to these, a purse but little
inferior to that of Fortunatus, and what do we see as the result of
the labours of a body of men whomitis only fair tocredit witha
real anxiety todo what they think right according to their respective
lights ? Your readers will supply their own comments; the human
origin of the "" Church

"
of England, whether there, here, or else-where,is but too plainly stamped on all its thoughts, words, and

deeds. As to the Church property,much talk has. of course,enacted
and theLyttelton Times is not alone in foreboding '"confiscation" as
looming in the dim future, say ten years hence, and this journal ispleased to approveof Mr. Lingard's proposals as containing " the
essenceof caution, andbusiness foresight." Italso recommends the
friends of the Church to

"' flee from the wrath to come," and to
"■proceed to disencumber themselves of some, at least, of tlieir
dangerous wealth."'— The annual debate on ieligious education, in
the form of establishing "

Church schools," which regularly comes
on, occasions a great amount of talk, and leaves not the smallesttangible result, alsoafforded anopportunity to show how the exer-
tions of Catholics in the wayof education are appreciated by thosein many waysvery hostile to our holy religion. Archdeacon Harper
thought that "" the Roman Catholics, by their persistentefforts, were
bound to succeed eventually in gaining their demand for a dual
system, and the ChuTch of England wouldgladly availherself of the
same system." Mr. Graham mentioned that "the Catholics atTimaru had,atanexpenseof £3,000, built excellent brick schools,
and that the difficulty of teachers had been met there by ladiesteaching theboys evenup to the age of 14." Archdeacon"Dudley'"
had often wondered how it was that the Church of Rome could getladies to devote themselves by vows (which he, of course, dis-approved), while the ladies of the Church of England couM not be

induced to devote themselves to train up the little ones of Christ.He wasquite certain that education without religion must lead toFreethought." > Here Imay mention that Canon Stanford saidthat from facts that bad come to his knowledge, there wereinstitutions ia Christchurch which were fostering infidelity, and
Mr. Graham said Mie knew for a fact that Freethought
was gaining a position in Canterbury College, in the State schools
and in the Supreme Court." Mr.Weston "couldnotbut admire theRoman Catholics for the sacrifices they made. Other denominationswouldnot make such sacrifices." The Dean said that

"
the RomanCatholics, by their persistence, would gain what they desired— asubsidy for their schools. Why shouldnot theChurch imitate tbeirexample?" Ihe Hon. Mr.Acland said that

"
the Roman Catholicswere prepared to devote time and money to their separate schools.They admitted children free, though they expected one shillingaweek if the children werenot too'poor.

*
Mr. Swanson'had statedthat one of the l-.oman Catholic schools inAuckland was the best in

the Colony. The Roman Catholics would, le (Mr. Acland) believed,
getwhatthey wereinsistingupon. (No.) Theyhad a very just claim ;this was|undeniable, They taught 000 children,and thus saved the

State the expense of teaching them— this showedthe justiceof theirclaim. The Church of England didnot do this,andhadnot, there-fore, the same claim. The Roman Catholics didnot intend togiveup their claim, and if the Church werewise in ler generation shewould imitate their example. When asked by tie ParliamentaryCommittee, a Roman Catholic witness hadsaidthathebelievedtheState schools tended to infidelity. The Catholic theory was thatreligion must pervade the whole system of education." Outhe whole' the present Synod seems less lively and amusing than,
usual, butone thingdoes occur to me as worthmentioning,and thatis the astounding and inexplicable, to a Catholic mind, mannerinwhich Anglicans treat their Bishop, and whatuse he Teally is to mostof them would be hard to say. For instance the "Primate,"goodworthy man, took occasion to say in his opening address,thathewould recommend that the parish of Lytteltoii shouldbe divided,and a newparochial district formed. He also ventured to hint thatalthough somemembersof the Churchmight be dissatisfied,andevenunseemly strife and ill-willmight followtstill itmight be permissiblefor the Bishop to takeonhimself the responsibility of instituting anofficial inquiry, when, from his ownobservation,ot frominformationreceived from others, hemay consider some divisionessential to thespiritualwelfare of the inhabitants. Finally hepluckedup courage
to ask the Synodtoappointa select committee to consider andreporton his proposal;andletno onemake fun of the wordsIhaveused,for the Bishop's courage was really admirable, considering that hehad previously received a severe snubbing from theLyt.eltonVestry,which "deprecatedtraasked-foroutside interference with anyparish,''
and the letter in which these respectful words occurred wascarefullyread by the Lyttelton synod'man tothe Synod. A fierceoppositionwasthe resultof Dr.Harper's well-meaningattemptto dp something
for the spiritual welfare ot that amiable and docile portion ofhisflock, until, wonderful to say, itoccurred totwogentlemenpresentthat "it would be ungracious to refuse so reasonable a requestfrom his Lordship,' and that "great want of courtesy to hisLordship had been shown by the opponents of the motion;"and ultimately"

His Lordship "
was actually allowedhis select com-mittee. To a Catholic it wouldseem that"HisLordship's"position

must oftenbe miserable,as, for instance, when he has to listento the
most opposite and heterogeneous '"views

"
of men of all shadesofopinion, who, nevertheless, belong to the all-embracingChurch ofEngland. Itake one example:There wasa groat lament over thewantof earnestnessin

'"
the Church," andamotion, scarcely compli-mentary to thepiety,if creditable to the humility of the clergy ofCanterbury, was passed, asking that the Archbishop of ffcnterouryshould be requestedtosend outa clergyman with the specialmissionof

"
stirringup

"
Anglicans here, both clericalandlaymen. Amongst

other propositions, was one thatasecond church, should be built ineachparish,to beworked on the Methodist system, and to be usedfor " conversions." Now, those who know Dr. Harperwill alsoknowthat a proposal of this nature would be unspeakably distastefultohim, andyet helet it pass without comment. After delivering hisaddress,heis almost silent, he listens, andgivesacasting vote whenrequired. Ifanything particularly heterodox shocks him,he is pro-bably consoled by the reflection that thebeau;ifulcomprehensive«ness of his
"

Mother Church"
sanctions these opinions equally withhis own,andaltogether longhabithas,nodoubt,madehim tolerablycallous. Iremember some time ago making use of the term

"■dummy bishop";Ishouldhave forgottendoing sohad Inot beensharply censured by some excellent friends, -who, in myhearingalthough they were quite ignorant of the culprit's identity, warmlycensured the application of so
"'

shameful
"

a term to a manlikeBishopHarper. Nevertheless,IthinkIwasamply justified,somuchso thatInow repeat the expression,since itcannot be other thanthe exact truth with regard toany bishopor shepherd who, insteadof leadinghis flolk,suffers his flock to leadhim.His Excellency the Governor is tobe present at the Races andthe Agricultural Show early next month, and lias been invitedtoopen theIndustrialExhibitioninDecember, lit, Cunningham, nowinLondon, has selected some handsome caps, now oa their wayoutto be offered asprizesat theShow.
'
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