
The landlords of the Queen's County haveapparently been ih*
fluenced by Mr. Monroe's advice that theyshould be a combativp
party like Mr.Parnell and his friends. The landed magnatesof the
County have thereforebeenputting themselves" inevidence

"
within

thepast few days. On Thursday week LordCastletown, ofUpper
Ossory,andthirteen J.P.smetin Maryborough in answer to acir-
cular calling on theQueen's County landlords "to assemble intheir
stengthandshowthe Liberal Government that they weredetermined
toprotest in their strongest manneragainst theinfringement of their
rights." The individuals,however,whohad beenanpealed to, failed
to

"
assemble intheir strength,"Lord Castletown and the thirteen.J.P.s beingall whoattended. The scion of the House of Ossory,

who took tbe chair, expressed his deep regret that many of their
friendshad turned absentees. As nothing could be donein such a
small meeting,it

- was resolved toadjournandcome together on
""
a

future day." Notdisheartenedby this failure another meeting was
'

heldin Maryboroughon Monday for the purposeof reconstituting
theConservativeAs-ociation ofthe County. Resolutions werepassed
infavour ofserving objections to all who werenot entitled tobe on
the register, and. appointinga geneialcommittee forpoliticalpur-
poses,

tic,but we had livedto seeitsince adoptedand recommendedby a
Committeeof the House ofLords. In the winter of 18790ne of thenowregularly recurrent famines fell uponIreland, and Mr. Parnellsped across the Atlantic tobegbread for the people, and before he
wenthe advised them tokeepa firm grip of their holdings, to feed
andeducate their children before paying their rent, that where their
rents wereexcessivethey should demand reductions, and that all thepower of England wasnot sufficient tocarryout a policy of univer-
sal^eviction, and thatthe only thingnecessary to ensuresuccess wasunion. His wordsrang throughout the land. It was the preacl ng
of anewgospel

—
a gospel of life andhope—

and thepeoplehearkenedto itand combinedasneverin their long andchequeredhistory had
they combined before (applause). Before three months the land-lords hadpractically yielded, andsubstantial reductions of rent were
everywhere the order of the day,. The Government, between twofires,hesitated,and theGovernmentthat hesitated was lost. Theyyielded to the landlords on the oneside,and they introducedagalling
but useless CoercionAct; they yielded to the Land League on theother hand,and they introduceda weakandhalting Land Act. In
both of these policies they failed. There was no sane politician atHome who did not acknowledge to-day the disastrous failure of
Forster's CoercionAct, andbefore sitting down he hoped to prove
the failureof Gladstone'sLandAct. This Land Act was regardedby theLandLeague as a stage on the road upon which they weretravelling. Itcontainedprinciples for which generations of Irish-
menhad contendedinvain. Butit wasbasedupon wronglines, and
it wasunmistakably an attempt tobolster up arottensystem. Firstitafforded protection tosomeat any rateof the tenant farmers, and
consequently the LandLeague didnot reject it; on the other handtheLeague wouldhavebeen false to itsprinciplesif ithad accepted
the LandAct as an ultimate settlement of the question. It de-
termined to test this Act by test cases taken from the differentlocalitiesin Ireland. No oneknew how thenewly-constituted Land
Courts wouldconstrue theprovisionsof the Act,but everybody knewthatif four or five thousand tenant farmers appliedto these Courts,a hopelessblock would be the result. If the Act were a valuableone,themost thatcouldbe hoped was that when a few cases in a
districthad been tested, thelandlords would then agree with their
tenants upon the samebasis out of Court, and thus save time and
endless legal expenses. In a moment of blind folly, the Go-
vernment listened to the counsels of Mr.Forster, anda reign
of terror commenced. The Land League was suppressed,
firstby the arrest of its leaders and then by thearrest of its clerks,
andmenof moderate politicalviews, goodsocial standing, andstain-
less characters, were seized upon suspicion, and, untried and un-aceused, werecast into the commonprisons of thecountry. Martial
lawin all itshorror \yas proclaimedthroughout the land,and abso- \lutepower overthelivesand propertiesof the peoplewas vested in i
the hands of six military magistrates, allof them men like Mr.Clfford Loyd,*whohad gained their experience of government in
Ireland by riding roughshod over the Coolies of British India j
(hisses). Public mpeting wasdeclared to be illegal,and thenational
Press of the country was gagged and suppressed. The land was
flooded with spies and informers, and day by day people were
maddened by the accounts they read of the cruelties practised by the
constabulary and othcragentsof the Government. InOctober,1881,
therecommenced a winter of unutterablehorror. InnocentbloodwasBpilledinIreland, and the friends and enemies of Irelandalike stood iaghast at tbe daily record of outrage and crime. This was a

'
painful subject for an Irishman to speakupon, but it washis duty tovindicatehis country from the responsibility of such crime. One of Itheparrot cries against theLandLeaguemovement was, forsooth, \thatit was the origin and source of agrarian crime and outrage. Itwasnot created by tbeLeague.. Itwas as old as the land system, i
Itwasat itsheight during the time of famine. Inthe winter of1879,however,for tbe first timein the wholehistory of Ireland, there wasa famineofterrible severityabsolutely unaccompaniedby anyincrease
of crime whatever— a winter when generous Australians and NewZealanders contributed freely tokeep life in thefamished bodies of
the Irish people. Why was this ? In the winter of1879 theLandLeague bad just sprung intoexistence,andset aboutcollectingmoney
for the starvingpeopleand stemming thetide of eviction. From the
establishment of the League up to the time of its suppression therewereonly fiveagrarianmurdersin all Ireland, andonlyeight murdersofall kinds in Ireland. "\\ here was thecountry in thewhole civilised■woild vhich in tbTee yearscouldpresentsuch a light record ofcapital
offences ? When theLeague was suppress' d,its restraiuinginfluencewasdestroyed. Evictions,whichbefore hadbeen effectuallychecked,
rapidly multipliedall overthe country, and the very ladies who, like
angels of mercy, came to the side ©f the evicted familieswereseized
asmalefactors and flung untried into prison. He read an extract
from a pastoralletter of the Most Rev.Dr. Nulty, giving an accountof anevictionof which he had been an eye-witness. He expressedhis belief that the outrages committed in the winter of 18S1by amaddened peoplewere, inmany cases, not one whitgreater in their
enormity in the sight of a just God than were some of the outrages
committed in the desecrated names of law and order and justice bythe agents of the Government. He also related tbe incidents
connectedwith themurderby soldiers of EllenM'Donough during aneviction. Hedeploredand detested Irishcrime, he wenton to say,
but that crime was due to English mis-government. England hadsown the wind andhad reaped the whirlwind, and upon her head
rested the primaryresponsibility of much of the innocent blood thathadbeen shed inIreland. With the releaseof theleadersofthe peoplehowever,agrariancrime andoutrage steadily diminished Mr.Glad-
stone'sLand Acthadtwomainobjects in view

— first, to bring re-dress withinreach of every tenant whocouldprove that he wassuf-feringinjustice, and secondly, toconciliate thegood will of the Irish
people,andspread peace and prosperity throughout the land. In
neither of these had it been successful. It had nowbeen in operation two years, and of the 600,000 farmersabout 80,000 had applied to the Land Courts for redress, and
only 40,000 cases havebeen decidedby theCourts of fiist instances,
§9 per gent, of which had been appealed against, and were stiU
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awaiting judgment in the final Court of appeal. Theae decisionsresnlted^in .reductions amounting to £70,000. To bring about thismiserableresult it.had.cost the-tenant farmers £100,000 in legal ex-penses, the landlords another £ 100,000, and the conntry £150,000 forthe workingof the Courts. The Land League, without expense tothepeople,obtained a reduction inrent amounting tosomething like£3,000,000. Mr. Gladstone subsequently introduced the ArrearsActone of theprovisionsof which hehadcopiedword for word from a
Billhe(Mr. Redmond) had previously introduced in the House ofCommons. A committeeof theHouse of Lords hadnowadoptedtheprinciple advocatedby the League for purchasingthe landon a sys-tem of peasant proprietary, the Government to advance thepurchase money for sixty-three years at 3iper cent., repayableby instalments. This committee was composed entirely ofIrish landlords, andindeed the system would befound advantageous
not only to the tenant, who would become the proprietor of theland aftera limitelnumber of year?, but also to the landlords, whowould thus be { ffordeda meansof escape from theheavy mortgageson their land?. He dealt with objections to the scheme. Incon-clusion, he said, they proposed not emigration, bnt migration; theyproposedto take thepeople from the over-populateddistricts, andtoemploy them on theworksof reclamation of wasteland,and then
tosettle themdownas owners of the soil which they had won backfrom themountain and the moor. It seemed to him that any man
whohad read aright the history of Ireland since the great famine
could not advocate immigration as the great panacea for Irish, ills.Within thelast thirty years 3,000,000 of Irish peoplehad emigrated
fromIreland;75 per cent, of these hadbeenunder 35 yearsof age.
Whatdid thatmean? Itmeant that the youngand the strongflwhoshould be tbe wealthproducersof the nation went, andthe oicUßnddecrepit, those who were theleast able to provide for themselves or
to increase the generalprosperity, remained behind. As emigration
hadgone on,sohadincreased the general poverty and the misery of
thepeople;asemigrationhadincreasedsohad increased thenumber
of cultivatedacres which statistics would show themhad annuallygone back to themountain andmoor. To his fellow-countrymen his
last words were of hope andencouragement. He was convinced as
he was of his ownexistence that Ireland's long politicalnight, was
well-nigh over. However her plains and valleys still lay shroude clin darkness;but the watcheron the towersaw a breakin the far eastanda ruddy glow on the mountain top,and he knew that theGod
of Day had arisen, and that anon he would flood every nook andcorner of tbe land withhis broad light, and that darkness and thethings of daikness should disappear. When thatmoment came, that
moment for which their forefathers so long and vainly waited and
prayed andstruggled, there wouldgo up to heaven a cry from an
emancipatedpeople that would be echoed o'er the oceanand waftedby the four winds to the corners of the worid

—
that would bechorused inAmerica, and re-echoed here under the Southern Cross

—
and the sea-divided Gael, wherever they might be, would hear that
cry,and would rejoice for they would know that the God of Justice
whohad decreed that those who sowed in tears should reapin joy
had at last rewardedthe tears and sufferings of a faithful people,
and that Ireland

—
their Ireland

—
was free

— (loud andlong continued
cheers.)

Mr. Perrinmoved
— "That thismeetingapproves of the views on

the Irish land question as propounded by Mr. Redmond, andi3of
opinionthat they should be carried into effect."

Mr.J. B.Caiman secondedthe motion. M.B Redmond,he said,
was one of the representativesof the LandLeague, and therefore
spokewith authority, andeveryone here could now read that the
objectshe advocated were objects which commended themselves toevery just mind..Mr Callan paida compliment to the Press in
Dunedin for the reports of Mr. Redmond'slectures, stating thatinmany other colonial cities the newspapershad carefully abstainedfrom reportinghim. Some thanks were due to theDunedin Press,
which hadrefused to followsuch a littlespitefulpolicy.

Themotion wascarried unanimously.
Mb.J.B.Redmond, inmoving avote ofthanks toMr.Carrollfor

presiding, said thathe felt verymuch obliged to thepeopleof Dun-edin, especially his own fellow-countrymen, for the reception they
had.met withhere. They hadnoreasonto complain of the conduct
of any portionof thepublic, andhemight say they had reason tobe
thankful for the enthusiasm displayed by their countrymen. He
drew the attention ofthe audience to the fact that copies of a pam-
phleton " TheIrish Land League and the Land Question"couldbe
procuredin tbe room.

Me. W. E.Redmondseconded themotion, whichwascarriedby
acclamation.

The Chairman, in acknowledging the vote, statedthatofall the
public complimeDts paid him inDunedinhe prized mosthighly that
just accorded.
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