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foretathiers’ pivdili¥be/restored; < (Appiansh.)-1Sfice it to say that.
the principles of the Land League were ralli
the people, and .Ireland for ths Irish.”

principle was that landlordism should be abolished in-Ireland. This:
confiscationy of the iands has been thé danse of all the misery in Ite-
land. Time after time thonsands of peopls have boen carried away
from Ireland;yet there was room for them and to spare. And he
would eay it bere this eveniag, it was his opinion and the opinion of
much greatér men than himself, that landlordism was réspounsible for
every drop of blood shed in Ireland. He took it that hé was speak-
ing to an audience composed almost exclasively of Irish men and
Irish women ; there is scarcely one but is driven away from their
conutry., He remembered reading in the London Time: and Satwr-
day Reviow Ahat the Irish were flying’ awny from their eountry
as the Bed Indian from Manhatitan, From every quarter of
the world ."there aré Irishmen - who are oryiog from the
four corners of the earth that Ireland should be at liberty
at last—that Ireland sbould “break the fetters of liberty.
(Applause.) What has been the positionof Ireland ? . Tt must be
universally admitted that poverty, starvation, and misery exist in
Ireland-at the present time. This was owing t2 one or other of three
couses : Bither the people are laay, or the land is poor, or is over-
populated. So far from its being over-poprlated, it was a land
deserted.” He preferred to give his own experience of what be had
seen, In the county of Kildare one of the richest in Ireland-—where

he bad spent six of the happiest years of his life in a Jesuit Collegé’

there—take that country alone, miles and miles of acres of land
conld be traversed without meeting a single person, Lut here and
there were to be geen the ruins of babitations, the oily remaining
evidence of the blighting influence which had been shed by land-
1or v None of th®e three'reasons therefore could ever hold
for the admittedly unprosperous state of Ireland to-day. At the best
of times an” Irish farmer could scarcely pay rent and support their
families. He had seeu farmers denying themselves, their wives, and
heir children the necessary articles of furnmiture and necessaries of
life in order to pay the rent. He had found in some districts as
many as twenty pawn-tickets which had been obtained- for varicus
articles in order to face the landlord so as to save the eviction of the
family from their home. Several were not able to live at all, There
may be men to whom it is impossible they can understand these cir-
cumstances, He had been 10)d by farmers themselvea that they were
not able to pay th: rent demanded ; and on the one hand they were
threatened with eviction if the rent was not paid, whilst on the
other their wives and children were looking out for bread. 1t was so
many cases of this character that called Parnell and Dillon to
America that they might keep the Irish people alive. That money
went to keep thousands and thousands of people who must have been
driven from their homes, In many cases latterly the Irish tenants
have seen it necessary to feed their childrem and clothe themselves
before paying landlords the rent. (Hear, hear.) Mesers. Parnelland
Dillon deserved the respect of Ivish people all over the world,
{Applause.) He wounld make this statement, The Land League had
not progressed very far with its mission before Parliament thought
neceessary to imprison Parnell and one thousand of its leaders. Of
this the landlords took advantage, and shortly after Parnell's im-
prisonment, evictions bagan to maltiply to an alarming extent.
Uniertunately, the money snbseribed for the relief of. tepants and
their familics could not be made use of. This led to the re-organisa-
tion of the Ladies’ Irish Land League for the distribution of the
money. He was troly gratified to learn on his srrival in Kumara
that there was =a Ladies' Irish Land League in forma-
tion. The Land League was formed +to constitutionally
bring about a peasant proprictary. 1t bad partly sueceeded. He
bad sbown how far the Land Leagune had proceeled.on its road,
Upon it has been built up the Irish National Yeague, to take up the
work where left off by the Lapd Leagne when it was suppressed,
But the National Lengne has a wider programme than the Land
League, It also demanded for Ireland the restorabtion of that Parlia-
ment which for so many years lepislated so wisely for the country,
and by restoration of which only they could look forward to peace
and prosgerity. {Applause,) Last year there had been thrown out of
honse and home npon the roadside 36,000 people who were as much
entitled to the land as the landlerds, This pumber comprised 5200
families who were cast adrift. Last November twelve months he
met Miss Parpell, who, hearing that he was so disposed, asked
him to go and witness some evictions that were to take place on the
borders of Wexford and Carlow, not far fron Newtonbarry. He
went, and was met at the station by she Rev, Father Delaney,
who drove him in his tfap to the scene of the evictions. He
remembered she day as'if it were bot yesterday. 1t was a cold bitter
day, the hills were covered with snow, and icicles bung dripping
from the trees, On the roadside were thtee miserable cottages, in
which no freeborn Amstralian would think of hogeiog his horses or
his dogs. From these the families were to be ewicted, not because
thex could not pay their rent, but becaunse they had become members
¢ National Land League, and had attended some meeting.
s he could realise the fuct that these hovels were human habi-
tafons, some 60 policetcen drew up and arranged themselves 1ound
those dwellings ; they were accompanied by three or four men in
plaiz clothes, armed with hatchets. Admittance was demanded,
The people within maintained a sullen silence, Those with batchets
were then ordered to advance aud break down the doors, Every
article of housebold furniture. beds, and remnants were thrown out
on to the snow-clad rord. Then from the houses went a procession
of #1d men and women, young children elinging to their parents and
wondering at the scene, and in ignorance of their fate. He remem-
berad one poor old woman throwing up her arms as she came out,
and exclaiwing, My God, I have lived here sixty years, and now
there is no roof to cover my grey hairs.” As he erood and watched
that acene he registered a vow silently that he would devote his lifa
in order that he might rid Iteland of that baneful system of evictiun
which caused women and children to be.so. treated, Sir, there ave
people who declare that emigraticn ia the course which the Irish
people should make use of. The members of these thres evicted

“there being three great defeets in if.

dnto prison,

Jitamilies, numbering bighteen, were lefi with their furniture on the
roand—* the land for | ditch's side. . They emigrate ! Amonjg them there was hot only mot
(Applanse.) The only'['

enough'{o enable them to emigrate, but there was not’ among. them
all edough-to bring them to the-nédrest-village to dbfsin tood or
shelter for the night ; for, mark you, policemén were stationed witt
fixed bayonets to. prevent them- re-entering their homies. Dut he’
thanked (tod thab in his pocket there was-the money'of the Irish .
National Land League, wherewith he had found relief ‘and protée-
tion for these unfortuuate people in their holdings, The Irish
Nationsl Land League was constituted to bring about a remedy, and
to recover by fair and equitable means, the land forthe Fightfal
owners. From the time when Mr. Gladstone, frightened into a
momentary consciousness of the injustice under which Treland
soffered, introduced his Land Act of 1870 down to 1381, there had
been no less than 31 bills introduced, all of which had been thrown
dside contemmptuousiy,” Mr, Bath, in 1876, introduced a bill by an
overwhelming mafority., Thid was the state of affairs when Charles
Btaart Parnell commenced to advocate the canse-of -the Irish. (Ap="
planse.) "And it-was not wuaiil,Mr. Parnell and the Irish members™
paw that the Government would not listen t6 theif demands, and
endesvonr to redress their grievauces, that Mr. Parnell's party entered”
on that policy which had earned for itself the title of thé'obstznetive
policy.. (Applapse,). He told the Government that anless they
agreed to listen to_the orying demands of the pesple/ he and his
colleagnes would pat their feet down and ohstruct.-business. Time
-after time men were sent to Parliament from: Ireland to snpport Mr.

.| Earnell in his obstructive policy, uatil in a few years.he. had twenty

members by hia side. (Applause.) And ‘'so in August, 1880, Mr,
Gladatone bronght in hia bill entitled, * Compensation for Distur-
bance Bill.” WMr. Gladstone, in introdocing this measure, declared
with great solemnity to the representatives of Great Britain and
Ireland that “ there- wera a certain aumher of people-in -Ireland~
under senteoce of evietion, to whom sentence of eviction was equal
to sentence of death,” and unless it were passed, somae 15,000 people
would suffer eviction—and eviction meant to suffer death by starya.,
foin. This Bill prevented eviction within a certain period ; it was
a paltry measure, but it had some effect; aud a cry of joy went np
from Ireland. But another inatitntion—an institution elected by
nobody—the representatives of nohody—these people, the mnoble,
Honse of Lords, thirew the Bill out. The hopes of Iraiand -were-thus?
shatrered. The Irish party tben waited to s.e the nmext step Mr.,*
Gladstone would take. He made not one more single effort to stand
between the people and the death which be himszlf sald was await-
ing them. It was then, and uot till then, that Charles.Stuart Parnell
and  Michael Davitt joined bands, and, ralsing the standard”
of the Land League, gathered romnd it the msnhood of ‘the
couniry, and s&wore, come what might, come - weal, ‘come
woe, never more to quietly lie dowa to starve amid plenty,
{Loud applause.) The prinaipal object of the- Land League
then formed was to bring about the abolition of landlordism and the
establishment of & peasant propristory .by.legal and constitutional:
means., No distinction was to be made between the landlords,
whether they got the land by paying for it, or by confiscation—they
were all to be pald & fair and just valne for the land taken from them,
How did they succeed in this object? Landlordism still lived, bus
i-abackbone was broken,and the day was oot fardistant when it wonld be
no more.—(Appleuse)) The TLand League had maie Lhree great
achievements - first, they induced, by fearless agitation, the
Government to introduce and deal with the Land Biliof 1881 ; second,
they compelled the landlords, by way of rednctions in remt, to dis-
gorze, so to speak, £3,000,000 ; and the third and greatest achigves
ment was the instilling into the minds of the pzople a spirit of in-
dependence and determination which would never allow the doings
of the past to be re-enacted.~( Hear, hear,) He remembered on rent
days seeing the poor farmers, with bat in hand, weekly standing
bsfore the agent; and, sceing them whea a well-dressed stranger,.
came along the road, stand on one side, and humbly bow with
nncovered head for fear he might be a friend of the lardlord, =
(Laughter and applanse.) The Land League had changed all this
and there would. be no more bowing or scraping, and no more doffing
of hats to broadeloth coats. The Irish members had found, npon carefal
gerntiny of Mr. Gladstone’s T.and Bill, that it required amend ment,
The first was that, while it
appointed courts to fix tho rents, it enacted that no men who' held
land nnder lease, at no matter how exorbitant a rent, could have any
benefit from the court. No less than 150,000 farmers held leases,
for which they had to'pay beavy rents under compulsion, the only
alternative being to dia or emigrate to a strange land, The second
defect was that the Government, while admitting the rents to ba
exorbitant, said that all arrears up to the last penny of these
exorbitant rents must be paid up before they could get a benefibof the
mensure, The third great defect was that the Government proposed
only to advaace three-fourths of the purchase money, when they could
reasonably be expected to advance the whole of it. The Govornment
unfortunately refused to listen to Mr. Parpell’s amendmente. Mr,
Giadstone was & great man, and his intentions.were good, and he
wonld no donbt kave been prepared to give to Ireland a great deal
if he could have been sure of his party following bim. But he was
at the very bottom of his character an inordinately vaino man, and
his vanity was wounded because fault was found with his biil, and
refused to the Parpell party the amendments they demanded. Mr,
Parnell at this conceived the iden of teating the Land Act, by taking
from each parish in Ireland threc or four eases of rack rent, to be
decided before the land commissioners first, With 600,000 tenant
farmers in the land, Mr. Parnell’s proposition was a very commendable
one, when the saving of legal cxpense to the tenant, and alse to
the landlords, was considered. In every point of view it was a fair
and equitable proposal, but Mr. Gladstene refused to listen to it.
When organising the scheme, Mr. Gladstone, in 2 moment he never
ceased to regret, caused Mr. Forster to thyvow Mr. Parnell and others
What had been the result? The Land Act reduced
the rents 25 per cent,, and there was an all-rouwnd reduction of£75,000

per annum which cost £350,000 to bring about. If this reduction
wag tobe a permanent one, the result would be satisfactory, But the



