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rightof conferring that'prerogative. A particular evil liad'been
lightened,1but thegreater evil, the'evil principle, remained. But
this was notall.' "We haviaalready expressedour conviction that it
wasSwift'sdesign fromth'every beginning tomake the' controversy
with Wood the basis of far more- extensive operations;' It had
furnishedhim with themeatsof'wakingIreland from long lethargy
into fiery life.lHelooked toit to furnish him v^ith^fhelmean*.of
elevating tierr from servitude to 'independence, from ignominy to
honour." He" was afraid, then, that the spirit he had awakened
wouldyield to the concession madeby the English Government, and
hissecondletter was writtento prevent this. If preceded the Te-
pbrt of the Master of the Mint announcing the concession,
and' this document was followed by a third Letted

—
addressed

to thenobility and gentry. Thecontentsof this Letter,wete arepe-
tition in effect, but more emphatic, of those of the'second Letter,
but its distinctive character was otherwise obtained

— " Itis here
that we catch for the first time unmistakableglimpses of Swift's
iultimatedeaign., The wordsof the fourteenthparagraph could,have
left the English Government in little doubt of the turn which the
controversy was about, to take. iWere not the people of -Ireland,'
aska theDrapier,«born as freeas thoseof England ? How have they
perfected their -freedom ? Are not they subjects of the sameking?
AmIa freemaninEngland,anddoIbacomea slaveincix hou» by
crossing the Channel1 Inanother passagehe adverts tosome of the
principalpoliticalgrievances of thekingdom,sarcastically remarking
thatapeoplewhose loyaltybadbeenproof against so many attempts
toshake it was surely, entitledto asmuch considerationon, thepart
of the Crown, as a peoplewhose loyalty,had not always,been above
suspicion. The remark was as pointedas.itwaajust.;,The events
of 1715 and 1722 had left a deep stainon the loyalty of England,
but Ireland hadnever waveredinher fidelity to theHouse of Hano-
ver." In every other form of political literature Swift was at the
same time working out his end. *'In every form which political
literaturecanassume, from ribald songa,roared outby thieves and
harridans over their gin, to satires and disquisitions which infected
with popular madness the Common Boom of Trinity, and the
drawing-rooms of College Green and Grafton Street, he sought .to
fan the tumult into rebellion. Heeven brought the matter.into the
pulpit. In a sermon,which Burke afterwardsdescribedas

'contain-
ing the best motives to patriotism whichwere everdeliveredin so
small a compass,' the Deancalled onhis brethren toremember that
nextto theirduty to their Creator came their duty to themselvesand
to their fellow-citizens,and that,asduty and religionbound them to
resist what was evil and mischievous, -so duty andreligionbound
them to be as one man against Wood and Wood's upholders.")— The
agitationwas, besides, kept up in everymanner possible,and Wal-
pole at length perceived the necessity of taking somedecisive step.
TheDuke of Grafton was accordingly recalled, andCarteret came
over as LordLieutenantin his place

—
having a discretionary power

tosuspend, and evenwithdraw Wood's patentashe judgedprudent."And now the fourth Drapier'sLetter appeared. Inthis discourse
Swift threw off all disguise. The questionof thepatentisheje sub-
ordinated.to the far more important question of the nature
of the relations between Ireland and England. Contemp.
tuously dismissing a recent protest of Wood 'as the last
howl of a dog who had been dissectedalive,'hegoeson toassert that
fche Royal prerogative, the power on which, during the whole of the
■truggle with Wood, so much stress had been laid, was as limited
inIrelandas it wasin the Mother Country. He comments bitterly
on the so-called dependency of Ireland; on the injustice of legisla-
ting for her ina Parliament ia which she had no representatives;
and on the fact thatall placesof trust andemolument werefilledby
Englishmen,insteadof being filled,as they ought tohavebeen filled,
by natives. But the remedy, hesaid, was in their own hands; and
in two sentences, which vibrated through the whole kingdom,he
suggestedit: 'By the laws oE Gid, of Nature, of nations, and of
your country, you are and ought to be as free a people as your
brethren in England.1 Again:'All Government without thecon-
sent of the governed is the veiy definition of slavery,'— 'though,'
he added, with bitter sarcasm, "

eleven men wellarmed will cj»*
tainly subdue one single maninhis shirt.5 " In consequenceof tfiis,
Letter a reward of £300 wasoff.red for its writer,and Harding, the
printer, was arrested and pat in gaol. But Swift now came
forward boldly. He immediately presented himself at the Lord
Lieutenant'slevee,andupbraidedhim. il'Your Excellency has,* he
thunderedout withavoiceandmannerthatstruck thewholeassembly
withamazement,'givenus a noble specimen of what this devoted
nationhas tohopefrom foryourGovernment.' He thenburstout into
a torrentof invectivesagainst theproclamation,thearrestof Harding,
and the protection given to the patent." The Lord Lieutenant
answered with the urbanity of a trained diplomatist,and the inter-
view terminated. But the struggle with England now reached its
climax. The Bill against Harding was thrown out by the Grand
Jury, and the jury were dissolvedbyChief JusticeWhitshed, another
being immediately summoned.

"The Bill against Harding was
again ignored, and, tocomplete the discomfitureof theGovernment
the rejection of the Bill was coupled with a formal vindication of

referredto,and entitled"Proposal for, the Universal Use of Irish
Manufactures," excited the alarm of the English Government, and
Whitshed, the Chief Justice, was directed to take proceedings
against itsprinter— the author being anonymous. "The printer was.
arrested. The trialcame on, anda disgraceful scene ensued. The
jury acquitted theprisoner. The Chief Justicerefupedto accept the
verdict,and the jury were sent back toreconsider their'decision
Again they found themannot guilty, and again Whitshed declined
torecord the verdict. Nine times was, this, odious farce repeated j
until the wretchedmen, wornout by physical fatigue, left the case
by special verdict in thehands of the judge." The result,neverthe-
less, proved tobe a popular victory, for so great was the disgust
occasionedby the affair that theLord Lieutenant at length' granted
anolleprotequi

—
aconcession topopular feeling neverbefore made

by the English Government. Swift used his victory wisely, and
refrained for the time being from followingit up, awaitinga crisis,
whichhe foresawmust occur before verylong, and which actually
didoccur in Wood's contract for the supply of copper money.

—
A

scarcityof such moneyhad longprevailed,andona petition'sbeing
presentedto the.Lordsof the Treasury in 1722, the petitioners were,
nformedthat their request would immediately begranted.

" Such
courteousalacrity hadnot beenusual with the English Government
indealing withIrishgrievances, and excited,not unnaturally,some
surprise. Butit was soon explained. Ina few weeks, intelligence
reached Dublin thata patent had been granted toa person of the
name of Wood, empowering him to coin as his exclusive right
£108,000 worth of farthings and half-pence for circulation in
Ireland. As less thanathirdof that sum in half-penceand farthings
would have sufficed, andmore than sufficed, for what was needed,
the announcement wasreceived with astonishment. And astonish*
ment soon passed into indignation. For itappeared on enquiry,
thatthe patenthadbeen granted withoutconsulting the Irish Privy
Council or any Irish official, nay,even without consulting the Lord
Lieutenant, thoughhe was then residing inLondon. Itappearedon
further enquiry, that the whole transaction bad been a disgraceful
job,and that theperson to whom thepatenthad been conceded was
a mereadventurer, whose sole care was tomake thegrant sufficiently
remunerative to indemnify himself for aheavy bribe whichhe had
paid for obtaining it,and to fill his ownpockets. The inference was
obvious. As theprofits of theman would be in proportion to the
quality of copper coin turned out by him, and in proportion to
theinferiorityof themetalemployed in themanufacture,his firstobject
would be the indefinitemultiplicationof his coinage,and his second
object would be its debasement." Protests werethereforemade,but
invain. "Meanwhilethemintof Wood was hardat work. Several
cargoesof the coinhadalready been imported, and were in circula-
tionat theports. Each weekbrought with it a fresh influx. The
tradespeople,wellawareof the prejudice against the coins, were in
thegreatest prplexity. If they accepted them, they accepted what
might veryprobably turn to dross in their bands;if they refused
them, they must either lose custom,or receive payment in a coin-
age no longer current." Under such circumstances Swift under-
took his series ofDrapier'eLetters,by whichhe aroused the country
againßt this great injustice. "

The openingLetter isa model of the
art which lies in the concealment of art. We have not the smallest
doubt thatSwiftdesigned from the very beginning to proceed from
the discomfitureof Wood to the resuscitationof Ireland,and on in
regular progression to the vindication of Irish independence. But
of this thereis no indication in the first Letter. It is simply an
appealpurporting to emanate from one M.8.,a draper, or, as Swift
chosea tospell it,drapier,ofDublin, to the lower andmiddle classes,
calling on them tohave nothing to do with the farthings and half-
pence of Wood. Ina stylepitchedstudiouslyin the lowestkey, and
with the reasoning thatcomes home to the dullest andmost illiterate
ofthe vulgar, the Drapier points ©ut to his countrymen that the
valueof money is determinedby its intrinsic value; that the intrin-
sic valueof Wood's coins was at leastsix partsin seven below ster-
ling ;and that the man who was foolenough to accept paymentin
them,musttoa certainty lose more than tenpencein every shilling.'If,' he said,'youaccept the money, the kingdom is undone, and
every poor maninitis undone.1

"
This letter, as it was intended,

set the whole country in a blaze, and men of all parties
and shadesof opinion for onceunited tocry out against the insult
and injury offered to them. "On the 4th of August appeared
a second Letter fromtheDrapier. Insubstance itis like the first,
partly a philippic and partly an appeal, but it is a phillipic
infinitely more savage and scathing, it is an appeal in a higher
andmore passionatestrain. This Letter wasaddressed toHarding,
theprinter, inconsequence of a paragraph which bad three days
before appearedin his newspaper." The paragraph being to the
effect that while Wood was to retain the right of mintage, the
amount coined was tobe reduced to forty thousand pounds

"But
Swift saw at once thatif the compromise were accepted, thevictory,
thoughnominally on the side of Ireland,wouldin realitybe on the

'
side of England. In essence Englandhadconcedednothing. Wood
Btill retained the obnoxiousprerogative;Englandstill assumed the
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