
Fmday.
Intelligence tohand fromCantonstates thatmuch alarm is feltbyEuropeansin thatcity on account ofthe excitedand threatening
attitude of theNatives. Fearsare entertained that an attack maybemadeupon the European quarter,and gunboats have arrivedintheriver,andareinreadiness toaffordprotection to Europeans andtheir property incase of necessity.Smith, the Phoenix Park informer, wasrecognised atMarseilles,wherelie shippedfor China.

Sir Dillon BellandSir SaulSamuel attended thebanquetgivenbyLordDerby, whenSir Dillon Bell,in the course of his speech,pointed out that the colonies assured a supply ©f cheap food toEngland.
A littleboy namedMuller,sonof ClansMuiler,ofManuka Creek(writesacorrespondentof the TuapeTta Times) met withan accidentof a serious nature on Saturday last,having received a kick fromahorse onthe side of the head, which fractured the skull in severalplaces,inflicting a deep woundnear the regionof the right ear,andcausedparalysisof theboy's right side. The little fellow lies ina

precarious condition,not havingspoken since the accidentoccurred.It is currently reported at Rome thatHis Holiness thePope isseriously ill.— There is nothing in the report intrinsically incred-ible, but such reports have so often been false, that they arealwaysdoubtful. J

The CromrvellArgus say :— Work at the quarJzclaimson thetopof the Carnck Bangehas beensuspendednearly all thewinter,buta
commencement is nowbeing madeagain. The Starof theEast Com-pany is pushingon with the tunnel,whichis now in about300ft.,andthemanager expects tocut the reef inanother70ft.or 80ft. As thestone isknown tobe goodas far as the reef was worked,it is to behopedas soonas the reef is struck a fresh impetus will be given toquartz-mining on the range,which received so severe a blow by thefictitiousexcitement gotup over the Last Shot Company By theway,the winding-up of theLast Shot Company seemsa most inter-minableone. The local shareholders here have forwarded alarge
amount for calls, but neither the wages-men or anyone else havereceivedany money from the liquidators yet.The Arrow correspondentof the Otago Daily Times reports asfollows :— "The prevailing excitement consequent on the bpeningseason of the reefa has reached a height during thepast few weeksto which it did not attain in any former year. Several old andabandoned reefs havebeen taken up andformed into companies the
scrip jq which has changed hands at premium prices before any-thinghadbeen done to the claims toestablishtheir value Recently
theprevailingexcitementhas been further utilised by placing uponthemarket scripina claim withouta reef, oratbest one in whichthe reef has to be found first;and thus wehavelandedat last onthebordersof thefour pegsystem for the first time since the Mace-townTeefs havebeendiscovered. The 'four-peg system

'
consists ofmarking out a claim by fixing four pegs securely in the ground,applying for a lease for the same, forming a company of 20,000 or25,000 shares, and selling these for anything they will fetch. Itmust not be overlookedthat themoney is pocketedby the promoterand thatnoneof itgoes towards the openiag np of the claim Ofcourse thereis nothing 'wrong' inall this,so long as the investorsare fully aware of what they aredoing or whatth^y arebuying andit is to put the public upon their guard thatthis reference to thefour-pegsystem has been made. It also may be added that theantecedents of someof the parlies who introduced this system arenot sopure as they might be, and that intending investors cannot betoo wary.— Preliminary arrangements are being made by severalofthe companies at Macetown to make a commencement withcrushing.The Gladstone Company have agreed with the Public CrushingCompany for the use of their battery tor three months, with thloption, of taking the machine for an additionalperiod of threemonths. The Premierwill shortly make astart with crushing attheMaryboroughbattery,and considering that the AllNations, theLadyFayre, the Homeward-Bound, the Garibaldi, andseveralother claimsare getting out stone for the mills it may be prophesied thatby

Christmas theMacetown reefs will have given a very fair account ofthemselves.— At Skippers Mr.Fred.Evans, manager of Mr.Bullen'sPhoenix claim, has opened on the stone from the new low levelwhichcommands 60ft.of backs. The stone is of excellent quality'and returns from itareexpected 1o eclipse any formerly obtained!Inefltone has beenprovedby adits and winzes to extend for a dis-tance of nearly 9.00ft., so that its quantity also is no mean one.boutHberg andparty, too. areon veryrich stone, but the reef is onlyvery narrow as yet. The Gallant Tip are about making a startshortly.
"

Another tram accident occured in Sydney onthe 28thult Aman whilst ina state of intoxication got in frontof a motor andwaskilled instantaneously.
The Mokihinui correspondentof the Wbstport Star gives thefollowing— ''Messrs. Brown,Parker, aud party havecompleted thedriving of the low level tunnel for the BedQueen Company Itiscertainly very workmanlike, and will be the means of openingup a fine block of gold-bearing reef.-The Guiding Star claim hasbeen drivenon for a considerable distancealong the line of a mostpayable reef. The gold is tobe seenor feltin heavy "

dabs." Thismagmficentclaim might be well calledthe"Glittering Star."— TheMokihmui Company's contractors are making rapid headway withtheir work.-Ibelieve the directors of theEmpireclaSaSipate
hH v63v

63°Perations on*he Pr°perty, and from itsposition it wiUbe a valuable property— The South Pacific Company will at once
wmbf^nl^-r°D tbdr Claim'andW^B*« ideations, thilSSJf£?£T ?ld.Pr°Pf as theyhaveseveral valuablewater-rights35f«fr (?le

AWITA
WITOT.Ty much' * Bbould Bugeest that thiseta and theSouthernLight should take active stepsin erectinga

machine on the southern side of the river, and crush for thenumerousclaims in that locality.— Rough-and-Tumble R«efs, though|very good, arenot attracting much attention from their isolatedposition, but as theintended roadtoKarameawillpass close, it willbe themeansof starting those."We clip the following paragraph from the Dunedin StowingHerald,:—
"In the course of an address delivered at Queenstownrecently, by Mr.Henry Campbell, on the questionsof thekeaandrabbitnuisances, thelecturer said another pest tobe watchedduring

the lambingseason was theseagull. Itwasacarrion bird,and whentheewe wasweak and the lamb lay withits tongueout thecruelbird
swept downandbit the endoff it. Much loss had been experiencedthus,andno doubt the fact accounted for the hitherto unaccountabledeathof many lambs."

Saturday.
The report current yesterday that the Pope wasseriously illisnowproved tohave beenunfounded. Itis announced from theVati-can thathis Holiness is ingoodhealth.— Just as we suspected.Thomas Miller,.who arrived in Auckland by the BritishKing,wasfounddeadin the yardof the Blue Post dining-room yesterday

morning. The medical evidence at the inque-tshowed that deathresulted from the bursting of a blood vesselon thebrain. Hehadbeendrinking heavily,and fell out of a door on the first floor intoaright-of-way. Heleaves two children.The annual balance-sheet of the CanterburyFarmers' Associa-tion (Timaru), ju3t issued to shareholders, showsanet profit oa theyearending September 20, 1883,of 26£ per ceat.on the averagepaidupcapital. The amount ofassetsover liabilities is stated at £14,904.
tman.named T« Millard, aveterinary surgeon, was killedby afall fromhis horse nearGeraldine,on Thursday evening.Mr.Murray Smith, Agent-general for Victoria, has written tothe limes, inreply to Professor Dicey,and justifies the actionof Mr.Service in excluding the Irish informersfrom Australia. He addsthat colonistsaredetermined t© prevent the Colonies from becomingthe cess-pitof Europe.
The latest intelligence fromMadagascar is to theeffect that theHovasare making active preparations for the renewalof hostilitiesThe French forces arestated to be numerically weak,and their posi-

tion to be somewhat precarious.
The failure is announced of Messrs. Suis and Sabeth, generalmerchants,of Lime street, the City. Their liabilities are set down

at a quarter of a million sterling. Other failures are apprehended
inLondonand theprovinces,and anuneasy feelingprevails in mer-cantile circles.

The Wellington correspondentof theDunedin Morning Heraldwires as follows :— The seerp* of Mr. Bryoe's demonstration atKawhia begins to unfold itself. The purchase of the township ishardly enregie,andneeds some further confirmation. Besides moreland is wanted before a suitable or permanent settlement canbeformed ;hence thepresent reeonnaisance in force. Why not irritatethe natives into someovert act of outrage,and make a pretence forconfiscation of the land? Thebuoys in theharbour wereuntouched,and theremovalof tnebeacon or beacons wasa very innocent act.They wereerected withoutleavebeing askedon Maoriland, where theGovernment had no more right toerect them than they wouldhaveto put up poles in the garden of a Dunedin citizen; hence theremovalof the beacons wouldnot be enough of itself. The nativesmust be goaded into something wrong,and perhaps the appearance
of theArmed Constabulary on the scenemay lead up to the desired
consummation. Butitis poor policy after all.

The Emperor William of Germany has wired to King Alfonsothat the insults offered him by the Parisians were directed against
himself.— So wesaid ourselves.

It is intended if possible to hold a large Volunteer review atWellington inEaster. The Colonel in command of the district willwait on theDefence' Ministeron his return from Kawhia to ascer-tain what assistance may bereceived fromGovernment.
Monday.

As reparation to Spain for the insults offered by Parisiansto King Alfonsoduring therecent visit toParis the official journalannounces the authenticity of the apology which wasmade to theKing of Spain by President Gre>y, in the name of France, onthe 29thult., and which was subsequently published by the news-papers.
Mr. W. Redmond passed through Greymouth yesterday forAhaura, wherehe delivered an address last evening He leaves forReefton to-day.
The WaiarekaDairy Factory, which will commence operations

in a few days, willgive Udper gallon for milk, a price equal to Isper lb for butter.
"

The inquiry into the sinking of the Austral was continued onFriday, when evidence was taken that the captain justified hisemptying theballasttanks, and thathe was mistaken in neglectinga warning previous to the listing during the coaling. The court intheir decision found that the captainshould be censured for leavingthe deck inchargeof a fireman, and found the chief engineer freefron blame. The Court declined todeal with the certificate of themaster andchiefofficer, owingtothepeculiarcircumstancessurround-
ing the sinkingof the vessel.

Itis announced that General Thebaudin has resigned his posi-
tion as Minister of War in the French Cabinet.A cablegram has been received from the Shaw, Savill-AlbionCo.stating,in referencetothenew steamers they arenow building, thatthe speedof the vessels has been considerably increased, and thatthe steamers willbe faster than anything that'has yet beenin thesewaters.

A twenty-fourhours walkingmatch, betweenEdwardsard'Scottwas terminated at the GarrisonHall,Dunedinon Saturday,eveningThe winner wasScott, the local man, who had walked 111 miles.Edwardshaving done104 miles,480 yards.Severalof our contemporariescriticise unfavourablythe sentence
in the Koy case. TheSouthland Times, for example says :— "What
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