
While stayinginNew York the senator was interviewed by a re-porter of the Neiv YorkHerald:—,," TTeSIT
TeSlIhavebeea ia Ireland. For the first time sinceIwas actiildIwentback to see my old home in Balbriggan,a fine littletownabout twelve miles from* Dublin. Ifound Ireland far morebeautiful than myearly recollectionsledme toexpect

""
Anditspeople?"

'"IfoundamoDg thema strong.deep,and seemingly unquestion-
able desiiefor local self-government, such as the Canadian peoplenave. Ihe feeling is thoroughly national,and, whatever differencesmayexist as to miuor political matters, Ibelieve that Ireland iseager for flome Rule. The peopletalk earnestly about their plans,and1failed to see any evidence of disorder in the portion of thecountry whichIvisited. There was no more lawlessness or crimethan inother countries."

'■Was thereany greatdestitutionamong thepeople?"To tell the truth,Ididnot goto the section where the suffer-
w

g.1!VaSrnßaid^ 0 c ?reatest. But whenIwas in Dublin the latefather lorn Burke lefthis sick bed toaddress ameetingin the causeot charity, andItookthis last occasion to hear the famous patriot-priest of whom1had read so much. The assembly wasaverylargeone;butIcouldnot judge of Father Burkes oratory, for he wass verysick andonly spokea few earnest words, full of tenderness andt idling. He declaredthat in the Western portion of Irelandin oneihstrict there were 6,000 little children dying of hunger. FatherBurkeappealedfor money with which tobuy bread and clothes forthehelplesslittleones. ThisIconsidered the highest evidence thatthe suffering insomepartsof the islandwasas great asit has beenrepresented. WhenIwasbanquetedby the Lord Mayorandcitizensof DublinIsaid ina brief speech thatif there were5,000 children onthe verge of the graveina single district there must be a proportio-nate amountof destitution among the adults. By the way,LordWolseley wasbanquetedin theRotundaof Dublin on the very night
thatIwas honouredin the MansionHouse. The Freeman's Journalcommentedextensively on the twobanquets, and quoted the wordsit t-x.

Wolselev» who inhis speech that the Irish soldiers, likethe Irishpeople,couldnot be governedby the cold disciplineof theEnglish,but must have leaders of their own. The words lad astrange ring,coming as they did from the lips of a distinguishedgeneral. TheLondon TimetjaM. the reception tome was intendedas a politicalmore todetract from the meeting to Lord WolseleyIdonot think that ithad anypolitical significance, andthe fact thatthe two affairs took place on the one night was merely a coin-cidence."Do thepeopleseem torely generally uponParnell ?"" Yes, decidedly. They seem to thiDk thata deal of good hasbeen wrought by the Land Act, andthat it can be altered so as toaccomplish much more. The people think that the country caneasily be developedif the Government will give it a fair chancelias view was held by themost thoughtful menImet. Everywhereit wassaid that the distribution of taxes in Ireland was not iustwhen comparedwith taxationinother parts ofthe Empire,and thatthere wasmuch needof reform in this direction before the countrycouldprosper. Idon't believethat any Protestant leader ever hadthe confidenceof the Catholicpeople as completely as Parnell. Therearea few whodisagree with him,but the great mass of the Deooleare withhim heart and soul. They like his moderationand con-servatism. Evenmen who dare not sympathise with him openlysupporthim secretly." . v J"What was themost prominent featureinIrishpolitics that you
noticed V"The most striking thingto me wa3 the fact that the religiousdifferences which formerly divided the 'Irish people from top tobottom arebeing thrown at one side, and Protestant and Catholicare joininghands."

"How about the exportationof the peasEntry to America? Istherereally anyfeeling on the subject ?""There is a verystrong feelingagainst what is called < assistedemigration. The ideaof exporting to America,by meansof Govern-mentalaid, peoplewho canbe classed as paupers, offends the prideof the Irish,andthey talk very freely against it. The popular feel-
ing is that thepoor peasants should not go to America, but stay atHome and helpto work out their country's redemption."

"Didyou observeany general sympathy for the men who wererecently hanged in Ireland?""
No. Ifound that the people themselves detest any form ofcrime justasmuchaswe dohere. The Irishpeople think thatcrimescommitted in thename of Ireland have done the country's causepreatinjury."jP "What werethe chief pointsof differencebetween Ireland andAmerica that younoticed?""Well, thepeople there claim that they do not reap the fullfruits of their labour, and thatif they did they wouldbe asprosperousas our people are. They contend that under the political systemby which they are ruled the country is unable to contain withinitself the wealth which is createdby the tillers of theland; that thegrowthof industry is checked by oppressive laws ; that, although

Irishmen labourhard andskilfully, the bulk of the country's sub-sistence goes into Englandand nothing comesback. Another differ-ence between the twucountries is the great display of military forcewhich met my eyeat everylittle railway station. There wasalwaysa number of constabulary carrying sidearms and sometimes car-bines.

land'J,Whatdidyouseepersonally as to the depressed state of Ire-
"Well,Til tellyou one thing. Isaw south of Dublin immensetracts of magmficient farming lands which had apparently beencultivated once, but are now used as pasture. The fences weredown and the fertile fields wereabandoned tonature and thecattlewtich grazed upon them. Iwonderedhow the people along that

General Grant never travels on Sunday when he can help it,nays a floating newspaper item. Itis "a good trait. Also, heneverpays fare when he can helpit, whichis a good trait. General Grant
is both good and wise, when he travels. Let him be encouraged totravel long andfar.

—
Pilot.

At the burial of Dr. Strain, Koman Catholic Archbishop of
Edinburgh, a pageantwas witnessedsuch as Scotland had not seensince theReformation. There were 150 priests, and amultitude ofFranciscans,Benedictines, Redemptorists, Vincentians, acolytes anduns made up a grand picture.

The LiverpoolCatholic Times says:We regret to have to an-nounce the death from cholera ofthe Ttev.Father Patrick Duggan,
0. S. F., resident at Cairo, who was recently appointed actingmilitarychaplain. May he restinpeace!
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section could support themselveswhenso little of the land was de-
votedto thecultivation of breadstuffs. Iwas told that this wasthedirect result of the evictions of tenantsby landlords. Ireally can-
not seehowitis that Ireland cannotsupportalarger populationwhensomuch of thefinest farming laDd Iever saw is lying waste and
almostuseless."

EVADING THE LAW.

(From the Tuapelta Times}
The correspondence between Bishop Moran and the Minister ofEducation,which wepublishin another column,opens up, in a very
serious manner, the question of religious instruction in the Stateschools. The Bishop directs the attention of the Minister to theactionof theSchoolCommittee at Milton inauthorising the DistrictHigh School tobe openedby reading theBibleand theLord'sprayer,
andalso to thefact that theschool-work in.che Dunedin High School"is daily commenced with prayer,at which all arepractically com-pelled to assist." Dr.Hislop (the Secretary for Education) replies"

by direction of the Minister of Education" that the power of deal-ing with such matters "is conferredby Parliament upon the local
authorities charged, respectively, with the administration

"
of the

EducationAct and the Otago Boys' and Girls' Schools Act, and thatthe Legislature has given the Minister of Blucation no authority
to interfere." Ifthis dictum is to be accepted, Edncation Boards
and SchoolCommitteesmay doprettymuch as they please,and can
set thespirit andeventhe letter of the Education Act at defiance.Aninjunction of the Supreme Courtmight, wepresume, beobtained
toenforce thelaw,otherwisetheir power toignore it wouldseem tobe
absolute. TheMinisterof EducationisappointedundertheAct of1877,
andit is-thereinenacted that"the Minister shallhavethe control anddirection of theDepartmentof Educationas constitutedunder partI.of this Act, and the officers of that Department, subject to the pro-
visionshereinafter contained,shall generally administerthe Act."This authority of generaladministrationclearly applies to the taking
carethat its provisions are faithfully carried out by theEducation
Boards andSchool Committees,as well as by the departmentofficers,
andit is the plainduty of the Minister, especially, toguard against
any interferencewith the secular principle, which is, we may say,
thebasis of theestablishedsystem. In regard to the particular cases
cited by Bishop Moran, we believe weare correct in stating that
theattendance of the pupils at the religious exercises with which
theschools areopenedis not compulsory j,the DunedinHigh School,
moreover,isnot subject to the provisions of the Education Act,and
Dr. Hislopis probably right in asserting that the Minister has no
authority to interfere directly with that institution. The Miltonschool is,however, a Stateschool, andbeing so, the conduct thereof
is clearly subject to the administration of the Minister of Education.Very shortly after the Education Act came into force, the very same
question wasraised relative to instruction other thansecular being
givenin the Sydenham School (Canterbury), where the attendanceas in the case of the Milton School was voluntary on the part of
teacher and scholars, and the time precedent to the commencement
of schoolwork. Dr. Hislop, on this occasion, underdate October Ist,1878, by direction of the then Minister, wrote to the Secretary ofthe
EducationBoard, Christchurch, on the subject, and we quote from
this letter the following pertinent remarks :—":

— "The 'four
'

hours[section 84of theEducationAct] arehere mentioned as theminimum
length of time during whicha public school is tobe kept open each
day ;but if a Boardor School Committee officially direct that any
school shall be kept open fora longer periodeach day than fourhours, then the requirements of the Act as to the character of the
teaching applies asmuch to the whole of this longer periodas it
does to the minimumperiod of

'
four

'hours, Id other words, the
requirementsof theAct as to the character of the instruction tobe
givenin a public school applies to the wholeof the time during
whicha public school is keptopen, whether that timeextend to 'the
minimum

'
four hours

'
or toany longer period...- The practice

followedintheColombo-streetschool is simplyan evasionof the law
of the Colony as laid down in the EducationAct, 1877." Will itbe
asserted for onemoment thatthe MinisterofEducation hasnopower
to interfere where there is a distinct evasion of the law as the prac-
tice at the Milton High School has been thus officially declared to
be;or that itis not his plainduty toact in the first place ashis pre-
decessor didin thecase of Cslombo-street school at Sydenham, and
pointout to the Education Board theillegality of proceedings whichreceive their sanction generally throughout Otago ? Whether or not
religious instruction shouldbe entirely excludedfrom thecurriculumof the State schools is a questionit is not to ourpresent purpose to
discuss. The Education Act rightly or wrongly absolutely prohibits
any instruction other than secular being given, and the Minister of
Educationis entirely inthe wrongin endeavouring to divesthimselfof responsibility in thematter, andit isan absolute absurdity toex-
press through themouthof the Secretary of EducationthatEducation
Boardsand School..Committees may evade anddefy thelaw at their
own will,pleasure,capriceor prejudice.
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