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SENATOR JONES ON THE IRISH SITUATION.
—_—
WHILE stayiog in New York the senator was interviewsd by a re-

porter of the New York He
' Yes, 1 have been in Ir

'ald 13—
eland, For the firgt time since I was a

child I went back to see my old home in Balbriggan, 2 fine little
town about twelve miles from® Dublin, I found Ireland far more
beautifnl than my early recollections led me to expect.”

‘“ And its people I

1 found among them a strong,deep, and seemingly unquestion.
able desite for local gelf-government, stch us the Canadian people

have, The feeling is thorou
may exist as to miuor poli
ezger for Home Rule. The

ghly national, and, whatever differences
tical matters, I bulieve that Ireland is
people talk earnestly about their plans,

and Ifailed to ser any evidence of disorder in the portion of the
country which I visited, There was no more lawlessness oy crime

than in other countries,”

*Wag there any great destitution among the people
“Totell the truth, I did not go to the section where the muffer-

ing was gaid to be greatest,

But when I was in Dublin the late

Father Tom Burke left his sick bed to address a moeting in the cause

of charity, and I tool this 1
priest of whom 1 had resd
one ; but I counld not judge

ast occasion to hear the famous patriot-
8o much, The assembly was a very large
of Father Burke's oratory, for he was

“very sick and only spoke a few earnest words, full of tenderness and
feeling. He declared that in the Western portion of Irelend in one
Alstriet there were 5,000 little children dying of hunger. Father
Burke appealed for money with which to bny bread and clothes for

the helpless little vnes, Th

is I considered the highest eviderce that

the suffering in some parts of the island was as preat as it bas been
represented. When I was banqueted by the Lord Mayor and ¢itizens
of Dublin I said in a brief speech thatif there were 6,000 children on
the verge of the grave ic a aingle district there must be a proportio-

nate amount of destitution
Wolseley was banqueted in

among the adolts, By the way, Lord
the Rotunda of Dublin on the very night

that I was honoured in the Mansion House, The Freeman's Journal

commented extensively on the two banquets, and quoted the words

of Lord Wolseley, who said in his speech that the Irish soldiers, like
tbe Irish people, conld not be governed by the cold discipline of the
English, but most have leaders of their own. Tha words had a
strange ring, coming as they did from the Hps of a distinguished
general, The London Timessald the reception to me was intended
as a political move to detract from the meeting lo Lord Walseley.
I do not think that it had any political significance, and the fact that

the two affairs took place
cidence,”

on the one pight was merely a coin-

* Do the people seem to rely generally upon Parnell 1"

“ Yes, decidedly. They seem to thiok that a deal of good has
been wrought by the Land Act, and that it can be altered 5o a3 to
accomplish much more. The people think that the country can
eacily be developed if the Government will give it a fair chanca,
This view was held by the most thoughtful men I met. Everywhere
it was gaid that the distribution of taxes in Ireland was not just
when compared with taxation in other parts of the Empire, and that
there was much need of reform in this direction belcre the conntry
could prosper. I don’t believe that any Protestant leader ever had

the confidence of the Cathol

ic people as completely as Parnell, There

are a few who disagree with him, but the great mass of the people
are with kim heart and goul. They like his moderation and con.

servatism. Even men who
sepport him eecretly.”

dare not sympathise with him openly

“ What was the most prominent feature in Irish polities that you

noticed 2"

* The most striking thing to me was the fact that the religious
differences which formerly divided the Trish people from top to
bottom are belng thrawn at one side, and Protestant and Catholic

are joining hands,”

“ How about the exportation of the peaseniry to Amerieal Is
there real'y any feeling on the subject 7

% There i8 & very strong

feeling against what i3 called ¢ assigted

emigration,” The idea of exporting to America, by meaus of Govern-
mental ald, people who can be classed as paupers, offends the pride

of the Irish, and they talk v

ery fregly against it. The popular feel-

ing is that the poor peasants should not go to America, but stay at

Home and kelp to work out

their country’s redemption.”

“ Did you observe any general sympathy for the men whe were
recently hanged in Ireland 27

“No, 1 found that the people themselves detest any form of

crime just as much as we do
committed in the name of
great injury,”

here, The Irish people think that erimes
Ireland have done the country's canse

"' What were the chief points of difference between Ireland and
America that you noticed 77

% Well, the peopie there claim that they do not reap the fnll

fraits of their labour, and th

at if they did they would be as prosperous

as our people are. They contend that wnder the political system
by which they are ruled the country is unable to contain within

itgelf the wealth which is created by the tillers of theIand ; that the

growth of industry is checked by oppressive Jaws; that, although

Irishmen labour hard and skilfully, the bulk of the country’s sub-
sistence goes into Eagland and Bothing comes back. Another differ-

ence between the two count
which met my eye at every

ries is the great display of military force
little rallway station. There was always

a number of constabulary carrying sidearms and sometimes car-

bines.”

land 1"
“Well, I'll tell you one

' What did yon see personally as to the depressed state of Ire-

thing, Isaw south of Dublin immense

tracts of magnificient farming lands which had apparently been
cultivated once, but are now used as pasture, The fences were
down and the fertile fields were abandoned to nature and the cattle

which grazed upon them,

1 wondered how the people along that

gection could support themselves when so little of the land was de.-
voted to the cultivation of breadstuffs, I was told that this was the
direct result of the evictions of tenants by landlords. I l‘eglly can-
not see how it is that Ireland cannot support alarger population when
8o much of the finest farming land I ever saw is lying waste and
almost useless,”

—————

EVADING THE LAW,

—_——

(From the Tuapeha Times.)

THE correspondence between Bishop Moran and the Minister of
Education, which we publish in another column, opens up, in a very
gerions manner, the question of religious instruction in the State
schools, The Bishop directs the atteation of the Minister to the
action of the School Committee at Milton in anthorising the District
High School $o be opened by reading the Bible and the Lord's prayer,
rod aleo to the fack that the school-work in the Dunedin High School
‘* is daily commenaced with prayer, at which all are prastically com-
pelled to assist.” Dr. Hislop (the Becretary for Education) replies
“ by direction of the Minister of Edusation ™ that the power of deal-
ing with such matters ““is conferred by Parlinment upon the local
authorities charged, respechively, with the adwministration ” of the
Education Act and the Otago Boys’ and Girls' Schools Act, and that
the Legislature has given the Minister of E lgeation no auathority
to interfere,” 1f this dictum isto be aseepted, Bdneation Boards
and School Committees may do pretty much ag they please, and can
set the spirit and even the letter of the Education Act at defiance,
An injunction of the Bupreme Court might, we presume, be obtained
to enforce the law, otherwise their power to ignore it would seem to be
absolute, The Minister of Educativn is appointed under the Act of 1877,
and it is-therein enacted that * the Minister shall have the gontrol and
Qirection of the Department of Education as constituted under part T,
of this Act, and the officers of that Department, subject to the pro-
visions hereinafier contained, shall generally administer the Act”
This authority of general adminiatration clearly applies to the taking
care that ite provisions are faithfully ecarried out by the Education
Boards and School Committees, as well as by the department oﬁic_ers,
and ib is the plain duty of the Minister, especially, to guard against
any interference with ine secular priuciple, which is,” we may say,
the basis of the established system. In regard tothe particular cases
cited by Bishop Moran, we believe we are eorrect in stating that
the attendance of the pupils at the religions exercises with which
the schools are opened is not compulsory ;the Dunedin High Bchool,
moreover, is not subject te the provisions of the Edacation Act, and
Dr. Hislop is_probably rightin asserting that the Minister has no
authority to interfere directly with that institation, The Milton
school is, however, a State school, and being so, the conduct thereof
is clearly subject to the administration of the Minister of Education.
Very shortly after the Education Act came into force, the very same
guestion was raised relative to instruction other than secular being
given in the Bydenbam Bchool (Canterbury), where the attendance
as {n the case of the Milton School was voluutary on the part of
teacher and scholars, and the time precedent to the commensement
of school work. Dr. Hislop, on this oceasion, nnder date October Lst,
1878, by direction of the then Minister, wrote to the Secretary of the
Education Board, Christchurch, on the subject, and we quote from
this letter the following pertinent remarks :—* The ‘four’ bours
[section 84 of the Education Act] are here mentioned as the minimum
length of time during which a public schaol is to be kept open each
day ; but if a Board or School Committee officially direct that any
school sball be kept open for & longer period each day than four
bonrs, then the requirements of the Act as {o the character of the
teashing applice as much to the whole of this longer period as it
does to the minimum pericd of ‘four’® hours, In other words, the
requirements of the Aet as to the character of the instruction tobe
given in a public school applies to the whole of the time during
which a public school is kept cpen, whether that time extend to 'the
minimum ‘ four hours’ or to any longer period. . .- The practice
followed in the Colombo-strect school is simply an evasion of the law
of the Colony as laid down in the Edueation Act, 1877." Will it ba
asserted for one moment that the Minister of Education hasne power
to interfere where there i a distinet evasion of the law as the prac.
tice at the Milton High School has been thus officially declared to
be ; or that it is not his plain duty to act in the first place as his pre-
decessor did in the case of Cslombo-street school at Sydenham, and
point ont to the Education Board the illegality of procesdings which
receive their sanction generally thromghout Otago! Whether or mot
religious instruction should be entirely excluded from the curriculum
of the State echools is a question it is not to our present purpose to
discuss, The Education Act rightly or wrongly absolutely prohibits
any instruction other than secular being given, and the Minister of
Eduoeation is entirely in the wrong in endeavouring to divest himself
of responsibility in the madter, and it isan absolute absnrdity to ex-
press throwgh the mouth of the Secretary of Bducation that Education
Boards and School ,Committees may evade and defy the law at their
own will, pleasurs, eaprice or prejudice,

Gencral (rant never travels on Sunday when he can help it,
#ays & floating newspaper item. Itis agood trait. Also, he never
paye fare when he can helpit, which is agood trait. General Grant
ia both good and wise, when he travels. Let him be encouraged to
travel long and far.—Pilot,

At the barial of Dr. Btrain, Roman Catholic Archbishep of
Edinburgh, a pageant was witnessed such as Scotland had not geen
since the Reformation. There were 150 priests, and a muliitude of
Franciscans, Benedictines, Redemptorists, Vincentians, acolytes and

uny made up a grand picture.

The Liverpool Catholic Times snys : We regret to have to an-
pounce the death from cholera of the Rev, Father Pateick Duggan,
0. 8. F., resident at Cairo, who was recently appointed acting
military chaplain, May he rest in peace !



