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£550, a portion of which is to be devoted to the purchase of a
cottage.

We fondly hopedthat wewerebeginning at last tocreep, surely
if slowly,out of the six months' winter whichhas this yearbeenour
portion. And,lo!onSaturday anotherdeluge,another sou'-\v«sterly"buster," aud severe cold, all of which had the effect of
postponing the Military sportsgotup by the Christ's College Rifles,
which were to have been held in Lancaster Park that after-
noon, but will not come off till Wednesday, the 17th inst. The
Midland Cricket Club werealso prevented by the same cause from
holding their openingmeeting, doubtless much tothe disappointment
of themany newmembers who havejoined this popular club. The
only event that did come off according toadvertisement was the
Horse parade,and tubsequent sale of someof the equinecompetitors
at Tattersall's.

To say that Mr. O'Sullivanhas been gettingupanentertainment
is just the sameas saying that an entertainment has been an un-
qualified success, and that gentleman's exertions inbehalf of the
Canterbury Catholic Literary Society resulted in an immensely-
crowded house atthe Oddfellow's Hallon Thursday. The programme
was most varied,including comic songs, stump speeches, recitations,
sword dance, Highland fling, Irish jig, negro delineators, a serio-
comic farce,and what wasperhapsthe most popular feature of the
evening, an "eight-handed reel." Mr. Fleming's band played
exceedingly well, and the audience were most liberal in their
applause, andaltogether itmaybe conjectured that the result was
ahandsome addition to the funds of the excellent association for
whose benefit the entertainment wasorganised.

Messrs. Redmond and Walshe arrived atLyttelton on Saturday
week,per Wanaka,andwere there warmly greetedby a few friends.
They remained in our city until Tuesday, when they left in the
coach for the West Coast, whereMr.Redmond will deliver lectures
in all the principal towns. They are expected back here in the
course of a few weeks.

The Rev. Father Devoy has.Iunderstand, advancedas far as
Ashburtonon his collecting tour inaid of the new Marist College
aboutto be erected in Wellington. Hard times and the reverse of
plethoricpurseswillnot,however,Ifancy,hinder themuch-respected
and beloved Father from receiving fromhi9old Christchurch friends
a warm welcome and a generons contribution towards an object so
deserving of the supportof all true sons of our Holy Mother, the
Church of God.

AN INCONSISTENT MINISTER.

The following letter has been addressedby the MostRev.Dr.Moran
to the editors of theDunedin morningpapers :—

Sir,
—

A few daysago youconsidered ityour duty topublishacor-
respondencebetweenmeand the Minister of Education inreference
to the Milton school committee, and the High school, Duaedin.
This induces me to think that you will not refuse to permitme to
occupy a littlespace in your journal with a few words in further
reference to this subject. Itmay seem tosome thatIwassomewhat
rash inexposingmyself to the rebuff of the Minister, whose "answer
i3somewhat curt andnot vcygracious. There was reason,however,
for expectinga far different reply from theMinister of Education.

On the IstOctober, IS7B, Mr.JohnHislop was directed by the
Minister of education to write to the secretary of the Education
Board, Christchurch, a letter in reference to a state of thing3
similar to that to which Idrew the Minister's attention,
in which letter the following words occur :—I *am to
tako the opportunity of point'ng out that the master
ofthe school, in hisletter datedSeptember 10,misinterpretssection
Bi. regulation 2. The " four

"
hours are here mentioned as the

minimum length of time duringwhich a public school is to bekept
openeach day ;but if aBoardorSchool Committee officiaUy direct
that any schoolshall be keptopen for a longer period each day than
four hours, then the requirementsof theAcb as to the character of
the teachingappliesas much to the whole of thislonger period,as it
does to theminimum period of " four

"
hour3. In other words, the

requirements of the Act as to the character of the instruction
to be given ina public school, applies to the whole of the time
during which apublic school is keptopen, whether that time extend
to the minimum " four houis"or toanylongerperiod. Mr-Cumber-
worth's letter, abovereferred to,seems toshow,on the face of it,that
the practicefollowedin the Colombo road schoolis simply aaevasion
of the lawof the Colony, as laid downinthe EducationAct, 1877."

What,Imaybe permitted to ask,doesMr,Hislop'sletter,written
to me by the directionof the Minister of Education, show.— lam,
sir, yours etc., >Z* ?" MOBAX.

Dunedin, October 1,1883.

Messre. Ross and M'Neil, Princes street,Dunedin,have received
astock of first-class cheep-shearing requisites of every kind.

Mr.James Hislop, architect, has removed to Eldon Chambers,
Princes street,Dunedin.

France has been eager to bring theheart of Africa to the hghb
of civilization and the wealthof the same to thepockets of French-
men, and ColonelFlatters expended three yearsof toil and 100,000
dols. of treasure in the attempt to fulfil his ambitious prediction:"
Iwillcross Africa with a railway." Since his slaughter by Arabs,

the scheme to penetrate the heart of the "Dark Continent
"

Count
c"c Lesseps.thegreat uniter of the earth's waters,has laidhis stupen-
dous projectbeforehis admiring countrymen, withsublime confidence
inhis ability tosecure15,000,000, dols.for the workby merely asking.
The Count is now nearly eighty years of age,andin his long and
romantic career he has accomplished prodigious achievements, but
if he restores to the burning sands of Sahara the waves which in
a remote age rolledover them, thecreation of the oceanand the
civilisation of a continent will be the climax of his career and the
chief marvel of his fame,

Colonial Secretary,andDr.Grabham inspected theHospital.
Nearlytwo whole sides of theZyttclton Times of Tuesday were

filled witha report of the proceedings of the Canterbury College
Boardof Governors inMr Miller's case. That august bodyspent a
very considerable time in determining, first, whether Mr.Miller's
request tobe allowed to address them shouldbe granted;and next,
what limits of speechshouldbe givenhim;andafter the first knotty
pointhadbeen at last decidedin the affirmative, the conditions on
which. Mr. Miller might be allowed to open his mouth wereso
stringent that one of the governors said he "

would like toknow
what Mr. Miller would be able to talk about." Ultimately it was
resolved thathe shouldbe at liberty to "elucidate

"
or to :irebut

"
anything, but that he should not "make an attack onmembers of
theBoard." The edifying sp~ctacle then resulted of a number of
gentlemen (?) (with a few honourable exceptions), attacking a
defenceless manin themost unmeasured .and injuiious terms (they
themselves being perfectly secured from any contra attack):
much on the principle that a troop of cowardly school-boys
use in the case of a bullied small victim,

— "
Hit him hard,

he's got no friends." The Lyttelton Tinws followed its proprietor,
Mr.Reeves' suit, next morning, inwhatIhaveheard called a" Bil-
linsgate

" leader,but your readershavehad someexperienceof the
Times' ideaof justiceon certainpoints, and will, therefore, bechary
of according it absolute credence. That Mr. Miller is almost the
exact opposite of the" imaginative, irascible, inaccurate, and very
insolentgentleman"depictedby thatjournal appears to begenerally
admitted. His real offences seem to be that he expected to be
accorded the same position and consideration that are given toa
master of his standing atHome, thathe wasnot sufficiently subser-
vient to, or, in other words, could not bring himself to toady the
Boardof Governors, and thathe would notput up with apetty,but
not the less irritating, system of interference and tyranny. Hehas,
of course,absolutely withdrawn his resignationof the postof head-
master of the Boys' High School. Perhap3 the most interesting
point in the whole case to Catholics is the incidental revelationof
Mr.Montgomery, the Chairman, that when this school was estab-
lished, the Board applied toGovernment for a grant, andreceived
one of £9000. In 1878 they asied for andobtainedan endowment
to secure the maintenanceof that school, but as to the amount Mr.
Montgomery is,perhaps judiciously,silent.

Councillors Hulbert and Ayers are candidates for the officeof
Mayorfor theensuingyear,andtheir answerstotheirrespectiverequisi-
tionists are amusingly different in matter andstyle. Mr. Hulbert,
while promising his best efforts to promo:c thebestinterests of the
city, and the comfort and convenience of the ratepayers, is yet
modestlydiffident astohis ownability tofulfil theduties of the office
so satisfactorily as previous occupants. Mr. Ayers,on the contrary,
is delighted at

"
such a manifestation of public confidence and

esteem;whichshows him more than,ever that when public services
are faithfully rendered they are not lost sight of,"his "devotion to
the public interests has had weight with all," and his "impartiality,
diligence, andcare

"
may be reliedon. Iwonder whetherthe excel-

lent electors will" appraise this candidate at his own valuation,or
whether they will remember the time-honouredsaw,"Bragmay be
a gooddog, butHold-fast is better.'1

At the Industrial Association's meeting on Thursday, samples
were shown of the work turnedout by threemachines invented by
Messrs. Taylor and Oakey, for the purpose of saving labour, and
expediting workin the tin-plate working trade. The tins,pannikins,
billies,eki.,manufactured,are superiorinappearance, more quickly
made, and promise to be more durable than those made
by hand. The Exhibition Committee resolved to call for
tenders for the Exhibition buildings in accordance with
the accepted plans. Thore is to be a 12ft. avenue with
6ft. bays ononeside, and 12ft. bays on the other. No exhibits are
to be allowed to be sold for immediate removal,exceptingarticles
made in thebuilding, and for these a specialpermitmust be obtained.
Mr. J. Anderson has offered to supply an engine and boiler for
driving the machinery on the ground, and Mr. W. Wilson coal for
same, for, say,18 days. Itis probablethattheNew Zealand Electric
Light Co. will separately,or together with other companies, arrange
to light the building and grounds. There is likely to bs a larga
exhibit of winesmade fromNew Zealand grapes,applicationsforspace
havingbeenreceived from Auckland, Wanganui, and Hokitika;and
considerable competition is expectedbothin woo.land leather work.
A very interesting inventionof Messrs.BirdandGegan,in the shape
of a"Secondary Battery Cell, for thestoring and conservingof elec-
tricity," will probably be exhibited. Many"extra attractions

"
are

being arranged in thewayof concerts,bands,dramatic performances,
etc., and besides a flowershow, there is everyprospectof acapital
dog*show being got up by the Canterbury and PapanuiCoursing
Clubs conjointly. The total amount of space nowapplied for is no
less than9641 squarefeet.

Seven boys, runners of the different papers, werecharged with
stealing 77 copies of Society, which they weredividing when found
by Constable Allen. The Resident Magistrate said that thecause of
the trouble was the allowing very young lads to knock about the
streetsso late at nights. Two of the culprits, who hadbeen before
the Court on other occasions, were sent toBurnham;theothers were
severely cautioned and discharged, and their parents also warned.

Harry Jackson, who is undergoing a term of imprisonment for
shooting Mr. Deans,of Eiccarton, hasbeen sentenced to sevendays'
bread and water for disobedience, abus-ive language, and threatening
to murder one of the warders at Lytteltongaol. The head-warder
described the prisoner asbehaving more like a wild beast than a
human being. Chief-Warder Ferguson and Warder Woolley of that
gaol are about to leave for Wellington Gaol,where they will hold
similai appointments;andin the police force, Sergeant Mason, who
has been in charge of the Christchurch district for the last two
years, will take Sergeant Morice's place at Lyttelton, the latter
returninghere.

The amount nowcollected towards the relief of the widow and
family of the late Fireman Hillier has reachedthe goodlysum of

13


