
The JV. Z.Heraldpublishes thetextof aprotest made by theHawaiianKingdom against the proposed annexation of New Hobndes andotherislandsof thePacific by any foreign Powers.
Thubsday.

Mr. William Redmond,M.P., arrived in Kumara on Monday.He received an address, and lectured the same evening toa large
audience.

On Sunday afternoon'Thomas Corkhill,anold sailor, insistedonhaving adip in the sea near Kyle. There was a moderately'heavy seaonat the time, and Corkhill was soon in trouble. His"at.e' M'PaersoD. bravely plunged in to try and save him, butLorkmll threatened todrownhimifhe came near,and M'Phersonhad toBtruggle back to the shore. In making a second attempt tosavethe lifeof his matehebecame so exhaustedin a heavy breakerthathe wasonly rescned fromdrowning with grjat diflSculty by athird person who was present. Corkhill, thus left to his fate,disappeared. His body was washedupon thebeachyesterday.Sir StaffordNorthcote, whois now visiting theNorthof Ireland,arrived onWednesday at Belfast, wherea fete wasorganised in hishonour.
The members of the French Ministry are now squabbling

amongst themselves as to who is to blamefor ths Alfonso fiasco.PresidentGrevy threatens to resign.
A patient at the Auckland Lunatic Asylum assaulted anotherwithabroomstickyesterday, fracturinghis skull. Hehas since diedof his injuries. The warder has beensuspended pending inquiries
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h^lrT2* thZ Insh Land LeaB°e authoritieshas beenheld in Leeds under the presidency of Mr. Parnell. ImprovedhemTn^i!011 macbmerv was agreed upon. A public meeting was«? n«? eVeDi?g'« nd wasattendedby a large number of Englishsympathisers. .Mr.Parnell was absent through acold.Wednesday.
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aMwWJJ"by fire°" Mondayafternoon. Above the stable wasffiL t Ihi<luantl*y of hay, access to whichwas gainedby a"";,-JJW00fthe PPr°Prietor's children, aged fiveandteven yearsEfW BeeQ COming down the ladder> and immediatelyNntlTkA he V}&CV?^on fire* The building was insured in theNorwichUnion for £100. In the lean-to of tie stablesa quantity ofbeer wasstored, and this, with some farmproduce, was totally des-troyed, and wasuninsured.
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(Fromour own Correspondent.)
October1, 1883.Thbbe, seems after all, to be some hope that Mr. Jacobsen'B"diamonds

"
willnot prove absolutely worthless,or,to speak,moreprecisely, thathis stones, though only crystals,areyet thepioneersof

real diamondstobe foundbeneaththe surface of the Alford Forest
fields. Such, atleast, is the opinionof Messrs. Harris

—
two gentle-

men of experience,whohavelately come from theKimberley (Cape)
diamond field, and attended a meeting of the shareholders
of the Pioneer and Kohinoor Companies' a few nights ago.
They consideredthatthe indications of the Alford Forest crater
greatly resembletheKimberley mines,and;that the crystals are asneardiamondsas anythingshort ofthe real thing can be, and bear
the samerelationshipto those preciousstones as lignite does tocoal.
Insteadof sinking shafts, theMessrs.Harris susrgest driving into the
hills from the levelof the river-bed. They exhibited aring set with
26 of the Alford Forest stones, which was examined with
much interest. Ultimately it was agreed that the advisability of
amalgamating the twocompaniesshould"be considered by the direc-
tors,,whoshallalso take suchsteps as they deemright to thoroughly
prospect the district. Steps are being taken to register the Alford
andUnited Companies, which were started at tbe time of the
diamondexcitement. Thediscovery of genuinestoneiwould indeed
beagreat boon to the entire Colony,in these days of extremedepres-
sion, which seems,if possible,to becomedailymoreintensified.

The Gold workingsat the Ninety-mile Beach arestill carriedon
from Tumutu toLittleRakaia,a distanceof about five miles, by a
number of partiesof twoand three,altogether some forty men, who
seemdetermined to test the workings thoroughly before giving them
up. At present,however,their labours docot give them more than
bare"tucker."

The LytteltonHarbour Board havedeclinedto takeoverthe" in-
stallation

"
of the N. Z. (Brush)ElectricLight and Power Company,

as they think that the company have not carried out their arrange-
ments insuch a wayas toenable them torequire the Board to pay
the contractprice, and to accept delivery of the" installation

"
iv

its presentcondition; that thecompany have not shown that their
lights are of the actualpower of 2000 candles per lamp,and that the
workmanship and material have not been uniformly of first-class
quality ;also thatthey havenot been able tosupply the clear glass
globes originally contemplated. TheBoard, however,empower their
committee to negotiatewith any company to light theharboureither
by electriciy or otherwise. One of themembers who opposed the
Board's committing themselves to an expression in favour of the
superiority of the electric light was

—
as was very natural, though

scarcely impartial
—

Mrß. Q. Wright, Chairmanof the Chiistenureh
Gas Company.

A meetingof ratepayersopposedto the drainage rate has been
held at the CommercialHotel toprotest against the excessive rates
leviedupon theruraldistricts, which derivenoadvantage whatever
from the sewerage scheme. Mr. Fisher instanced K.S. 21, for
which nothing in the wayof drainagehad been done, and yet the
rating was as follows:— ln1881it was £5 14s 7d;in 1882, £6 5s;
in 1883, £23 8s9d. Capt. Fisher described the drainage done tohis
property by the drainage works, and he waj |jp.'sr required topay
£31 for rates. Mr.JohnOllivier opposed the rate on the ground
thatit was utterly unconstitutional and illegal, and recommended
that every manshould subscribe his quota, and take the matter into
court. A committee was elected to investigate the circumstances,
and ithas since decided toobtain a legal opinionou certain points
regarding the validity "£ the rate.

The HospitalandCharitable Aid Board have declinedtoagree
to the proposalof theDrainageBoard that the Hospitaldrain shall
be connected with the main sewer in Cashel street. The estimate
was £450 for work inside, and £461 17s 9d outside the ground.

iSome of themembers were in favour of the work, but considered
that they bad no funds for the purpose, the Government having
granted £1,000 for anewkitchen andoffices, and the moneyshould
therefore be spent on the object for whichit was granted. Mr.
Joyce's resolution was carried— "That no person inthe service of
anyinstitutionunder thecontrol of thisBoardbe permitted toreceiveanypecuniary or other presents."—On Friday the Hon.Mr,Dick,
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