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Hetos of the THeck.

FRIDAY,

THE meat preserving works at Rockhamptor, Queensland, were
totally destroyed by fire yesterday. The loss is estimated at £90,000,
of which £20,000 is covered by insurance. The following are the
policies held by New Zealand offices :—Colonial Insurance Company
of New Zealand, £1500, three-fourths of which is re-insured; United
Insarance Company and South British, each £2100; New Zealand
Tosurance Company, £2100, of which £870 is re-insured ; Union In.
surance Company of New Zealand, £5000, National Insurance Com-
p&ny of New Zealand, £500. The remsinder was held by English
offices,

A considerable number of Boers are joining Cetowayo, and it is
expected the king will shortly take the field against the rebel Zulus,
The Boer envoys who were appointed to proceed to England to
negotiate for the settlement of the Native difficulty in the Transvaal
leave on the 17th instant.

The Crommwell Argus of the 11th inst. writes :—Miners through-
out the district would do well to keep a sbarp eye on their tail-races,
as the season for this handy class of robbery has again commenced,
This time last year ode or two parties suffered through their tail-
races being cleaned up for them, and the blame was generally and
conveniently laid at the door of John Chinamaun. Last week,
Mr, M‘Donald and party, at Quariz-reef Point, discovered that during
the night some depredator had eleaned up a portion of their race,
plunderiog, it is estimated, some eight or nine ounces of pgold,
Fortunately the water was turned off, or no doubt the thief would
have secured larger booty, Asif was, be had to carry off washdirt
as well as gold, and would doubtless pan it off at his leisure, In
thig case the culprit is suppesed to be a Enropean, and it is a pity he
cannot be brought to book for his mean thievery, -

A fifth child bas died from injuries received at the fire in Walsh
street, South Yarra.

The Collingwood correspondent of the Nelson Colonist tele-
graphs :—Sixty-nine ounces of gold from Golden Ridge from about
twenty tons of mulleck and quartz, obtained in sinking winze 50ft.;
stone very rich,

The old Indzpendent Chapel and parsonage at Hamilton, Auck.
land, the property of the Rev. H. Davis, was burnt down on Wednes-
day. Most of the furniture was, however, saved, The insurance ia
#£600 in the New Zealand office. A billiard saloon was burned down
also. The Walkato Times aud Union Bank were only saved from
destruction by strenuous efforts. The table and furniture in the salcox
were insured for £3150 in the To1don and Lancashire Union, The
Bank wasinsured in the Union for £1500.

At the Canterbory Land Board two licenses to prospect for tin
in Alford Forest, and one license to prospect for gold in the Horo-
rata district, were granted.

On Wednesday evening & little girl named Grace Aitken, four
years old, daughter of W, Aitken, farmer, Longbush, was playing in
some bugh which had been recently fired to clear off. Shegsat on a
log which was still smouldering, aud her elothing tock fire, and was
burned up to her waist before the fire was extingnished. The poor
child is severely burned, and the doctor is doubtful if she will sur-
vive the shock to her system,

A fire broke ont last night and destroyed two shops. That of
Hagan, a bootmaker, was insured for £100 on the stock and £100 on
the building in the New Zealand Office. His loss excgeeds the insur-
ance, The fire broke out in the premises of Fargher, tailor, whose
building was insared for £76. His stock was uniosured, and he is a
heavy loser, Had the night not been very calm the fire must have
done extensive damage, as the buildings were situated in the centre
of the town,

The express from Dunedin to Invercargill yesterday ran off the
road at Oteramika and caused a delay of three hours. A loop-line is
beicg pnt in at the place, and it is supposed that something had been
left loose, The train was fortunately going slow, as it had just come
up a steep incline and was stopping to let down some school child-
ven. Theengine and three waggons left the track, The difficulty was
got over by roughly finishing the loop-line, and getting the train paston
it. The engine is somewhatknocked about, bat no injury wassustained
by anyonone on board.

Lord Derby, in his dispatch on the annexation guestion, claims
that the interests of other countries is a serious impediment to a
complete jurisdiction over the Western Pacific and other savage

=~ islands, and there is also the impediment of the great distances which

separate them, He states that there is no evidence to show that the
Colonies had sufficiently considered the responsibility attached to
the annexation of these islands, There is nothing in the despatch
with reference to New (Guinea. His Lordship, in communicating
with Earl Granville respecting the threatened {development of penal
establishments by France similar to that in New Caledonia, stated
th%t e expected to receive protests from the Agents-general on the
subject.

Dr. Connelly, who, with his brother, was arrested at Limerick
;}n August 22, charged with corspiracy to murder has been committed

or trial.

A telegram from Westport states that the the Guiding Star Com-
pany's mining manager reports that he has exposed and cleared down
the reef in severnl places on the north eide of the Maori Gully, ad-
joining the Morning Star lease. Wherever go exposed the reef shows
good gold. :

The Communist agitation in Croatia is increasing daily, A
serious disturbance tock place to day at Jaccboritz, when the {roops
fired upon the rioters and kilied 15, besides wounudiog many others.

Between September 6, 1882, and Auguat 30, 1883 (says the Cintha
Leadery Mr, James 8mith, of Greenfield, supplied 19,600 fat sheep

either to the Refrigerating Works or to the Burnside saleyards, In
addition, within the same]dates, 2500 were used for ths home farme
and station suppliea, .

The first estimate of £80,000 as the losa by the fire near Bockhnmﬁu-
ton is overstated. It is now believed that £40,000 will cover the
damage done,

SATURDAY,

Captain Hultain, of the ketch Reliance, was knecked overboard
while t.Ee keteh was jibbing early yesterd .y morning off Whangarei
Heads, He swam for balf an hour, cooeying in vain, then stripped
his clothes off and made for the shore, three miles off, gnided by the
light, He landed on the beach nearly desd, after swimming three
hours in a heavy sea. .

Over £5600 is to be given in prizes at the next Auvckland
regatia,

£ The following tenders were received for the Waimain contract
of the Seaward Bush branck railway :—Accepted : H, Jaggera (In-
vere:zgill), £2771. Declined : John Walker, £2991 ; Frank Morgan,
£3244, .

Messra Redmond and Walsh have received telegrams from the
West Coast and other parts of the Colony, welcoming them on their
mission, and informing them that arrangements are being made for
their reception. They had intended to take & run to Alexandra to
see the couatry, but time will not permit of tha$ being done at

resent.
P Messrs Pickering and Co.’s flaxmill at Spring Creek, Marlborough,
wag totally destroyed by fire on Thursday evening, only ihe wheel
being saved. It was insured in the Liverpool and London and
Globe for £300, The loss is estimated at £615, )

Major Barker, of the Salvation Army, arrived from Dunedin at
Timara yesterday, and was welcomed by the local corps of the Army,
who then proceeded to march through the principal streets of the
town with & drum and tin-whistle band, They had been warned by
ibe Mayor and others that their actions were likely to ﬁ-xghten horses,
but they refused to desist. The result was that a child n_a.rrowly
escaped being killed by a runaway dray (the horse in which was
frightened by the noise) passing over its legs and breaking one of
them, . .

A young boy named M*Crae fell into the river at Kelso, Tapanui,
on Thursday night, and his elder brother jumped in afier him. The
younger child was carried away, and his body bas not yet been re-
covered. The elder boy waa rescued by his uncle. .

The Soutkland County Council have rejected & motion to annex
the district south of Lake Wakatipu, at present part of Lake county.
They accepted a tender for connty buildings in Qlyde street, Inver-
cargill, of brick and cement, at £2164, The ridings of the County
having been sltered, two members will resign, and offer themselves
for re-eleciion by the new districts,

MOXDAY.

The Standard considers the danger of a foreign convict establish.
mentin the Pacific as sufficient to justify the attitudeof the Colonies in
regard to annexation, and condemns Lord Derby's despatch as cold,
curt, and unsympathetie. The colonies are omly asking what is
vitally essential to their welfare, and this the Government, 'W_'lﬂ'l
gratuitons unkindness, refuses to give them on account of political

edantry. .
P Aftzr the recent fighting in Anam, the French authorities
beheaded 30 “ Black Flag * prisoners. 'The Times says if France pro-
sceutes the Tonquin campaipgn she will probably embreil hersel with
Europe. .

’ll‘)he latest intelligence from Canton states that the Europeans in
that city are very uneasy in consequence of the violent anti-foreign
placards which have been extensively posted there. .

All the mortgages on Mr, Parneil’s Irish estates have been paid
off by public subscription.

Latest reports from Tonquin claim that the French troops have
carried the principal positions occupied by the Anamese at the point
of the bayonet, General Bouet has retired upon Hanol, leaving gar-
risons in possession of the various forts recently captured. A

The British Government have remonstrated against the action of
the American authorities in sending back three emigrants alleged to
be paupers, The persons in question were going to join their friends
in America, who promised to take eare of them, and they prodaced
letters to this effect upon their arrival. .

The Pope is drawing up an encyclical against divorce.

The denizens of Plensant Point (says the Zimarn Herald) are
considerably exercised by the appearance among them of a mest nn-
expected visitor. A few days ago Mr. Robert Anderson discovered,
snngly ensconced under a large gorse fence around his garden, a fine
specimen of & hedgehog. Whence it came remains a mystery, as 0o
one in the district was aware of the presence of a single specimen 1n
the country, and great interest is taken in if, especially by the young
folks. It must have bsen tamed, as there ia no difficulty in getiing
it to sizetch itself and move about and feed freely.

The Mayor of Hokitika, on a large;requisition, has called a pub-
lic meeting to consider the nnsatisfactory working and management
of the barbour, and to devise means for remedying the same.

The Arrow correspondent of the Daily Times wires as follows i
The Marlborough contractors have struck a body of stode about 18in.
wide, but no gold haa been discovered in it. The stone 18 looking 7
well, and is on the line of the Garibaldi reef,

A Prospecting Association, with a capital _of £2000, has been |
formed to thoroughly prospect the fMalEem district, where some €X-

gsamples of gold have been found.
ce]le&tr‘ dJ ag)bsen hgas returned frowm Alford Forest, e states that
sinking has been commenced, and some stones found rather larger
than those sent Home by Mr. Kelsey.

The Rose United Gold-Mining Company have successfully tapped
water in the old workings, relieving the pumping engines in the
main shaft, ey are now keeping the water down easlly ab two
strokes & minnte less than formerly.



