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THE WEXTFORD ELECTION.
—————————

As the poll closed a serious disturbance took place in the neigh.
bourhood of the Tholsel, where tha people had assembled to hear the
declaration of the poll. The Freemar correspondent, telegraphing at
five o'clock, s8ya 1—

A riot of & serious character isat present raging near the Tholeel.
When the polling bad: closed The 0'Conor Don, with two of his
attorneys—O'Shaughnessy aud Huggard—came down to the Tholsel
under a gnard of about forty police, Some eggs were thrown over
The 0'Coaor Don, but he got safely into the Tholsel. The police
then turned on the people, using their rifies to keep them back, A
bit of opposition met them here, and this developed into a scufle,
In = second or two stones were going at close guarters, The police
charged about with batons, then cronched together in koots. Mr.
Kennedy, the resident magistrate, rashed forward to try and restore
order. Mr, Sexton shouted from a window to stop the stone throw-
ing. The panic was only momentary, The crowd with a recklese-
ness hardly to be imagined, threw themselves on the police, and the
latter, with batons and fixed bayonets, dasbed into the crowd, who
were hemmed in by the peculiar coustraction of the atreets, Shutters
were hastily dashed np.” ’

The sania correspondent, writing at 5.45 p.m., says :—

“The encounter between the police and tbe people, which has now
bappily been quelled}nfter lasting neatly twenty minutes, was so
¢lose and 8o exciting that in many instances hand-to-hand enconnters
took place over the police guns. Mr. Brtterly denonnced the action
of the police in provoking the row, The mayor and some clargymen
who rushed out into the street and endeavoured to separate the two
parties produced a lall, doring which the resident Magistrate, under
gressurgs from Mr. Healy and The O'Conor Don, consented to with.

raw his men, and then the police, protected by several members of
the Redmond Committee, made good their retreat, Shutters have
been guickly put up. ‘

_ Mr, Healy, addressing the people fier the distarbance, said the
police will be immediately withdrawn (groans), on our giving an
assurance, which I have given freely in your name, that The O'Conor
Don will not have a hair of his head hart,

A Voice,—What does he want here at all? (Groans),

Mr, Healy.—The O'Conor Don has acted in this matter like an
Irish gentlemsan,

. .% Voice.—A purty gentleman, with his police (zroans and
noige),

Mr. Healy.-—The 0’Conor Den has contented to place himself at,
I may say, the mercy of the men of Wexford on the police being
withdrawn (cheers and groans). 1s pot that fair? (Naise.) The
tesident magistrate has acted in this matter in & way which I think
shows he bitterly regrets what has occurred {groans, and cries of # 8o
he ought™). Well, now, listen to me. The police will be at once
withdrawn, .

A Voice.—We have not done with the buckshots yet.

Mr. Healy.~-Ah, silence now, We have promised that the
(’'Conor Dop, while in our charge, shall have ro unkind words
offered to him., The police will now withdraw (groans), The peace
of the town is in your hands; let every man corsider himeelf re-
sponsible for the good order (hear, hear), 1If any of yon are offended
p:ﬁ ap ;vith it for the sake of Ireland, it not for the sake of Wexford
{cheers),

During this speech the police were marched off under a storm
of hisses, groans, and shouts of ¥ Harvey Duff " and * Buckshot,”

The Frish Times correspondent, describing the conflict, says :—

The police bad s series of altercations with people who thought
they had a right to remain aud hear the result of the poll, and while
this was going on a few scoundrels at the outer edge of the crowd
flung stonea at the police, one of which made itself serionsly felt,
Blood was up then, ard the melee commenced, The constables drew
their batons and rushed at their assailauts, striking whoever came in
their way, and unfortunately, very often coming in contact with
peracna who, on sccount of their very non combativeness, did not
feel impelled to run away, It is inveriably so on these oceasions.
Thia rosh did not Jast a minute. It was over almost before one could
realise whbat was happening. The resalte, however, were very
forcible. Blood waa flowing freely from the heads and faces of
several constables ; apon the footpath lay a man bleeding as profasely
&g if an artery kad been cut, while here and there persons econld be
seen staggering away from the gcene of the fight, where they had
received very rongh bandling. This charge seemed to have dispersed
the crowd effectively, bat such was not the case. Another minute of

Jwo ang from every lave and alley volleys of stones were poured in

on the police, who appeared airaid to face their assailants, The
mob growing bolder advanced as if with the intention of engaging in
a hand-to-hand encounter, Again the police, stung to madness by
the galling fire of missiles that poured in upon them charged the mab,
this time grasping their rifles short, and driving the auzzles into the
ribs of whoever withstood them. By so many paths did the con.
stables pursue their flying enemies that rome of their nnmber becams
isolated, and soffered accordingly., One, being tripped up, was only
saved from being kicked to death by the numbers and eagerness of
his foes, who absolutely fell over each other by tha dozen, and were
unable to wreak tbeir vengeance on the unhappy constable before a
number of his comrades arrived and rescued him. FReprisals there
wereupon the other side, At this time it seemed as if every recond
person one saw in the street was wounded, and yet the mob appeared
to be gaining in numbers end in courage., Again the constables were
formed closs to the wall of the Tholsel; again the atones could be
heard clattering against their helmets and accontrements, and then
the erder was given to fix bayonets. 1t did not come a moment too
soan if they were not to be out to pieces, for passion and excitement
had inspired the crowd with a degree of audacity seldum equalled,
Once mora the police charged, It is said that two or three bayonet
wounda wers inflicted ; bat I bave sesn mo proof of it; Ican
positively aver that in this particnlar matter of the nse of the

bayonet the constables exercised a very wise degres of cantion,
Following this charge there was & lall in the hostilities. The crowd
rightly saw that, pushed n little further, the police, it they were not
to ba driven from the sfreets, mnat fire upon them, and at that
moment there were those who trembled in the presence of the greater
danger that scemed so closs ahead. Taking advantage of this panse,
Mr, Healy, Mr. Bexton, the Mayor of Wexford, and others went into
the streats and implored of the mob to desist. Their entreaties,
joined by those of two Catholic priests, whe, warned of what was
taking place, harried to the apot, had a powerful effect, and for a
while, at all events, forther danger waslaverted.”

THE ARCHBISHOP OF CASHEL IN NORTH
TIPPERARY.

U ——

THE correspondent of the Freeman, writing on July 16, says :—

Yesterday the new charch of Ballinahinch, County Tipperary,
was dedicated by His Grace the Archbishop of Cashel to the name
and in the honour of Bt. Joseph. There was an immense gathering
of people from the three converging counties of Clare, Limerick and,
Tipperary. High Mass was sung by the Rev. Thomas O'Dwyer, 0.C.,
and the dedication sertnon preached by the Bev. James Cantwell,
Adm., Thurles. The village of Ballinabinch was mosk tastefully
decorated, bands and banners withont number enlivened the sceme,
and the occasion was availed of by the Town Commissioners of
Nenagh, headed by their respected chairman. Mr. P, J, O'Brien, to
present an address to the Archbishop, bidding him a hearty weleome
to North Tipperary. The clergy of Casheland Killaloe were largely
tepresented, and & eollection was taken up which realised a con~
siderable sum. After the sacred ceremonics had concluded, Mr. . J.
O'Brien, chairman of the Nenagh Town Commisaioners, read the
address, from which we take the following passages: —

“Wa gladly take advantage of this joyful occasion to give public
expression to the seotiments of pride and plessure with which we
have witnessed yonr Grace’s public carcer since first you came
amongst us—a heaven-sent messenger—to edify us.by your zesl for
the glory of God and the interests of religion; to animate us by
word and example in the struggle for our righta—ihe right to live in
the land of our birth, to eat of the fruits our toil has produced, and
to give to our children the education that would fit them for life's
duties here, and for the better life hereafter, Your commanding in.
fluence was ever used to quell the passions tbat bad laws and worse
administration conld not fail to aronse, and that the refusalof redress
tended to intensify and perpetuate, We, the representatives of the
people, desire to assure your Grace that we, too, are as our fathers
were, heart and soul with you in the camse of God and country,
looking for your lead in the fght for freedom, and full of hope that
we shall see in your day the dream of our childhood, the hope of our
fathers-—our country’s rightas fully restored, ard making its own lawsg
for its people’s good, I conclusion, we have the pleasure to bid your
Grace welcome to North Tipperary, and to assure yon that in the
event (which we hope is not far distant) of your Grace’s honcuring
our town—ita capital—with a visit, that the good people of Nenagh
{whom we here represent) will joyfully receive your Grace with a
cead mile foilte”

The address was signed by Patrick J. O’Brien, chairman ; and
John Gleeson, Town Clerk.

His Grace replied as follows :—Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, ©
know not in what terms to acknowledge and thank you for the very
eloquent and cxhaustive address just read for me, and which, apsrt
altogetker from the too flattering reference that it makes to myself,
deserves, I think, fo be called a historic document. It epitomices the
history of Ireland for a long series of years, and, in language at once
calm, clear and conviocing, it sets forth the indisputable fact that
the atruggle now going on in our midst for the right to live and
thrive in our native Iand is only a continuance of the lengthened and
hereditary contest that has been sustained thongh with varying suc-
cass, by the men of ourrace for many centuries, The very insignificant
part that I have played in Irish politioal affairs within the last few
but eventfal years—however, in your kindness, yon may be disposed
to exaggerate its importance and magnify ita resnlts—is as nothing
compared with the great deeda of the good and glorious prelates whbo
illustrated onr country even in the days of her deepest gloom ; and
you do well to name st least one amongst them, the staunch and
saintly St. Laarence O'Toole, of Dablin, who, when he failed to
achieve for his native land what he desired, either by persussive
speech or at the ‘point of the sword, went for ever from her shores,
and songht in exile that comfort and independence which his high
goul could never realise in a land subjected to foreign and unfriendly
rule. As for me, I am disposed to take a hopeful view of thingsin
Ireland at present.  What it is that has inspired me with these cheer-
ing anticipations it were needless now to say ; but surely cne cannot
belp looking forward to bright and prosperons days for a people who
have clung firmly to the faith of their fathers through ages of frial
and persecution, gallantly maintaining an unequal struggle for
right and life and liberty through the dark and dreary night of seven
centurier. Having always ardently desired to visit old Nenagh town,
the capital of North Tipperary, I am now pleced under a double
obligation of doing so, for, in the first place, 1 wish to make some
return to you for the high compliment yor have this day paid me ; and,
in the second place, I am most anxious to meet again and renew old
acquaintance with your laborious and venerated pastor, Dr. Pyne,
whom I knew in my college days, and whose many sterling qualities
of head and heart I even then had learned to recoguise and respect.
For the rest, earnestly recommending to youn gentlemen, and to alf
others assembled here, the good work which Father M‘Keogh has on
hand, I beg you to accept, in conclusion, my very sincere thanks for your
benutifnl address, and for the great honour you have done me by the
public presentation of it in presence of this large and representalive
gathering of Tipperary men, and of other friends from the adjoining
cornties-of Clare and Limerick (applanse). -



