
THE JOINT COMMITTEE.

fU,N two previous issues wepublished the report from| Hansard of thedebatein theHouseof Represen-
tatives inreference to the NoReport ot this now

i* famous committee. To-day we publish from
y Hansard the debate which took place in the" Legislative Council on the same subject. From

both,several things aremanifest. First of all a
strenuous effort was made to .burke all enquiry, and turn
Catholic petitioners ignominiouslyout of court. This failing,
an effort was successfully madetorender allenquiryextremely
difficult by a vote of thecommittee refusing to pay expenses
of witnesses. Whatever evidence, then, was givenbefore this
committee was purely voluntary and without expense to the
State. In this, the committee condescended to such con-
iumelius treatmentof Catholics and others sufferinginjustice
under thepresent education law as would nothave been given
to a complaining rabbiter.

In the second place, two gentlemen residing in Welling-
ton were reluctantly asked to give evidence, but not sum-
moned to do so.

In the third place, the evidence of these gentlemen was
so strong in favour of justice to Catholics andotherpeti-
tioners,and so condemnatoryof the tyrannous and most un-
just treatment to which they have been subjected by the
secularist sect, that the secularist leaders on thecommittee
and in the House of Representatives, fearing justice might
possibly win in the committee, thought the only way to pre-
vent this was to pack the committeeby adding anumber of
secularists to it, so as inany event to secureamajority de-
termined to uphold injustice, and accordingly they packed
the committee.

Fourthly,it was with difficulty that the majority of the
committee consented even to hear the evidence of Bishop
Moran, who cameall the wayfrom Dunedin to Wellington to
help the committee to understand the case of the Catholic
petitioners.

Fifthly, the evidenceof Catholic laymenwasrefused;and,
sixthly,ahypocritical whine was heard complaining that the
wholeworld was notexamined, inorder to afford information
to enable gentlemento make a report, who had, nevertheless,
alreadymade up their minds to present no report.

All these things are very evidentfromthe various reports
on the subject contained inHansard.

Then, finally,aneffort, anda strong and passionateeffort,
wasmade to prevent the public fromknowinganything about
the proceedingsof this committee, or the evidence takenby
it. The entire proceedings,so faras secularists are concerned,
are discreditablein the extreme,petty, tyrannical, hypocritical,
andmean.

Inaddition,a persistent effort was made to misrepresent
the position of the Catholic petitioners. It was asserted,
againand again, that they were endeavouringto destroy the
greatidol of godless education. They werenot endeavouring
to do so ; they werenot seekingto prevent its votaries offer-
ing adorationto their idol. They sought for nothing but
justice for themselves; they only asked that, as taxpayers,
they should not be compelled,after undergoing the expense
of the educationof theirown children, to contribute largely
to the free and godless education of other people's children.
If the secular idolaters were determined to maintain their
idol,Catholics regarded that as no affair of theirs.

Not only Catholics, but all men who understand what
justice is, and love it,are amazedat the brazen tyranny that
compels men, who educate their own children at their own
sole expense,topay taxes inorder thatother peopled children
may have a free education. And so astounding is this,no
one needbe surprised at thepersistent and angryefforts made
by the patrons of this monstroustyranny to pi*event inquiry,
the publication of the evidence, which would place it in a
still more odious light, and all discussion on the subject.
Notsatisfied with trampling on the necks" of people anxious
to bringup their children Christians, and educate them as
Christians ought tobe, these secular tyrants fall into a rage
at the bare mentionof anyone evendaring tocomplain of the
injustice donehimby this monstrous system of plunder and
partiality.

Inanothercolumn will be found aprogramme of the tour to be
made in New Zealand by the Messrs. Redmond and Walshe,
beginning at Hokitika

—
.The dates of their visits to the various

towns are not, however, given, as they depend on the means
of travelling and othercircumstances. Mr.J. B. Redmond M.P.,
will probably arrive at the Bluff towards the end of the
present month, and will address a meeting at Invercargill
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manfully provided for their own children, to contribute
largely towards the free and godlesseducation of other people's
children !!! This is tyranny,oppression, andplunder.

THE CIRCULAR LETTER TRANSLATED.
Friday, Sept. 21,1883.

Illustrissime bt Reverendissime Domine,—
It is a recognised fact that the faithful have always

and everywhere obtained great blessings from God by
having recourse to the powerful patronage of the Blessed
Virgin Mary. And it is well known that, as often as
heresyraised itshead, vices prevailed, and great calamities
threatened the Church, the pious exercise of the Most
Holy Rosary has been found by the faithful of Christ
to secure a special protection. For this reasonthe Roman
Pontiffs have never ceased to recommend the devotion of the
Rosary, and, the better to exhort and excite to thisholy
practice, to grant indulgences, as often as serious evils ap-
pearedlikely to fall on the flock of Christ. Our Holy Father
Leo XIII..meditatingon these things,and following theex-
ample ofhispredecessors,hasjdirected that thepatronageof the
Blessed Virgin Mary should" bemostearnestly sought by the
whole Church, to the end that by this means aidmight be
more copiously and easily obtained from the Gover ofallgood,
and in view of the Feast of the Rosary this year has com-
manded certain things to be done which he charges this
Sacred Congregation to make known to your Lordship.

His commandsare :—:
—

Ist. That the Feastof the Most Holy Rosary shall be
celebrated this year with special solemnity and devotion.

2nd. That from the first day of the month of October to
the second of the followingNovember, five decades at least of
the Roiary, together with theLitanyof Loretto, shallbe said
in all churches set apart for the care of souls. The Rosary,
with the Litany of Loretto, shall also be recited in all
churches, and oratoriesof the Blessed VirginMary, inaccor-
dance with whatever directions the ordinaries may give.

Inaddition to this we wish that, whenever it can be con-
venientlydone, the sacrifice of theMass should be celebrated'
daily, or Benediction of the Most Holy Sacrament given.

But in order that the faithful may the more readily
comply with these regulations and derivemore fruit from
them, the Holy-Father has graciously granted outof the
Treasury of the Church the following indulgences :—: —

Ist. A PlenaryIndulgence to all who, after confession
and communion,on the Feast of the Rosary, shall visit any
church and there pray,according to the intentions of His
Holiness,for the relief of thenecessities of the Church. But
if through scarcity of confessors any be unable to go to
communionon the feast itself, this indulgence canbe gained
by complying with the above conditions on any day during
the Octave.

2nd. An Indulgence of seven years and seven quaran-
tines to all who during this time say the Rosary for His
Holiness's intentions in any church. But those who cannot
assist at this pious exercise in churches,cangain this indul-
genceprovided they recite the Rosary and Litany privately
for His Holiness's intention.

3rd. A Plenary Indulgence, on any day during the
month selected by themselves,to all who during this time
have assisted ten times at the Rosary and Litany in a
church,or, being legitimately preventedfrom doingso,have
recited theseprivately,provided they have confessed and gone
to communion and prayed for His Holiness'sintentions.
Idonotdoubt but thatyour solicitude in executing the

commands of the Supreme Pontiff, and your zeal for the
spiritual good of those committed to your care, will induce
you to givetimelynotice to your diocesans of these direi^
tions,so that all mayreap the advantagesof these indul-
gences, and that the Omnipotent God,hearing the prayersof
allthe faithful through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin
Mary,may mercifully grant the aid so earnestly asked by
the Church.

MeantimeIprayGod to preserveyou.
The Palace of the Propaganda,

Rome, July 16,1883.
Your Most Devoted Brother,

John Cardinal Simeoni.
D. Archrishop of Tyre, Secretary.
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