
(DublinFreeman,July 7.)
THE Very Rev.Father Thomas N. Burke,O. P, diedat Tallaght on
Monday morning at three o'clock. No language can express the
deepandbitter gxief whichwillflow from every Irish heart at the
bareannouncement.. A disease oflong duration and terrible pain
has atlength carriedawayits victim,andalife which for. four years
pasthas beenaprolonged torture,has, for the sufferer, happily ter-
minated in death. Happily, for the deceased, yes;but for the
Church inwhichhe wasrevered, for the Order to whoselustre he
had lenta newbrightness, for every charity which required a heart
tosympathise with it anda voice to plead its cause, unhappily,a
thousandfoldunhappily. To the tensof thousandsof his portraits
which an attached peoplehad hungup in theii homes myriads of
eyeswill turn tearfully to-day,and the orisons of afflicted love will
ferventlypleadtoHeavenfor his eternal reward. Mostpeople are
awarethat the"greatDominican," asFatherBarkehad come to be
-called,wasbornin the City of th-3 Tribes. He often made mention
of the fact, chiefly torefer tohisdotinglyaffectionate peasantmother
towhom he waspassionately attached. It wason the10th of Sep-
tember,1830,he wasborn,so thatthe deceasedhad but reachedhis
53rd year. Comparativelybriefas it was, there are few lives can

showa more fruitful recordor onemoreunselfishly and unstintingly' devotedtothehighest andnoblest ofall causes. It is full of ear-
nest and constantwork, tooprolific of great andenduring results
tobe treatedinabrief obituary notice like thepresent inany but a
scantand wholly imperfectmanner. Allthatwecan hope todonow
is tonoteconsecutively themereoutlinesof his years. YoungBurke,
whodevelopedalively precocitywhen amerechild,was sent at an
■earlyagetoalocalschool conductedbyDr.O'Toole. Herehe showed
himself an apt and retentive student, scrupulously attentive
to all his duties, but with a wealth of irrepressible and

"even boisterous mirth that made the wiseacres shake their
sapientheads andmumble that the contemplated vocation of the'
youth wasnotwhatnaturehad intendedhim for. Those who were
fitted to judge, and who knew the extraordinary capabilities and
gifts of the boy, looked forward with delightful anticipation to the
■careerhehad beforehim,and to the ornament which the Church
wasabouttoreceive.

When 17 years of age
—

that is in the great famine year—
hehad advanced so far as to be able to proceedto Borne as a

postulantfor the OrderofPreachers,andon theStbof January, 1849,
hemade his solemn professionat the Conventof Perugia. For three
yearshe diligently pursuedhis theological andpbilosophical studies
at the Collegeof MinervainRome, when he was sent by the General
of theOrder to Woodchester, in England,' to org-anise the novitiate
for the English province. His ordination took place at Clifton a
year after on theHoly Saturday of 18-">3, the Most Rev.Dr. Burgees
then Bishop of that See,officiating. Father Burke, whose rhetorical
ability had already attracted some attention, continued at Wood-
Chester until 1855, when he was summoned to Tallaght to
superintend the novitiate that had been opened there that
year. He laboured with a zeal and devotion which had
become characteristic of the young Irish Dominican ; and
not less by reason of the lofty intellect which commanded
admiiation than by the softness and sweetness of his
nature which wonit,he enjoyed the respect audaffectionof all with
whom he came in contact. He left Tallaght in 1867 for Borne,
wherehehad beenappointedPrior o£ theMonasteryof St. Clement's
and remainingthere for twoyears returned to Dublin tobe attached
to theChurch of St. Saviour,1;Dominick street. Full scope washere
affordedhim for the useof that rich and fluenteloquence of which
he wasamaster,and which thoughnot yet matured to its subsequent
perfection,soon became spokenof in thecity. If we mistake not,
itwas at Sandymount that the" orator first drew to himself the
general notice of the Irish public—

he hadalready inRome and in
England establisheda local fame. The occasion wasthe unveiling
-of astained-glass window in the Catholic church at Sandymount.
FatherBurke preached the sermon, and the force of his eloquence,
the richness of his imagery, thecharming freshness of his allusions
in which he illustrated the close relation ofartto thegenius of the
Catholicfaith,dazzled whileit amazedthe congregation. The sub-
stance of the sermon wasgiven to the countryin an unusually ex-
tendedreport in.these columns :itat once createda marked effect,
and soon FatherBurkes sermons became the favoured reading of
the people.

1872, when his reputation was great and far-reaching, he;*Ta sent as Visitator-General to the Dominicans of the United
■States. By this visit he acquireda world-widecelebrity. Hisfame
as a preacherhadpreceded him, and his transatlantic countrymen
■evinceda veryanxious desire tohear him. He was speedily in the
pulpitandontheplatform,andafter his first couple of addresses all
Americarangwithhis praises. The largest hallsin the chief cities

■of the States afforded accommodation only toa small section of the
hundreds of thousands that crowded to listen to him. No Irish
priest, with perhaps the single exception of Father Mathew, was
ever beforeorsincebrought face to face with such teeming multi-
tudes. One thing only was wanting tocomplete the marvellous en-
thusiasm of this tour, and Mr.JamesAnthonyFronde, themost bril-
liant andmost inaccurate historian of this or any other age,supplied
it. That gentleman washandling the facts of Irish history for the
benefit of intelligent Americans ina manner which noone except
the author of

'"
The English in Ireland

"
would have the courage to

present. They attracted some interest in America, which did not
escape Father Burke;and recognibing the injury that they were
calculatedtoeffect uponthehistoryof hiscountry and his country-
men, beboldlyundertook their defence without a moment's prepara-
tion. How admirably he succeeded is permanently recorded in his
popular" Refutation of Froude." These American addresses were
reproducedin thenewspapersat home, and they were readby the
nationat large withakeenand intense interest. Tbey showed that
Father Burke was as earnestaJNauonalist as he wasa sound and
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—
acombination whichis invariably foundandsomeof thembreathedina remarkable manner the depthsof atrueandardentCelticsoul. Apassage from oneof them,on " The

Futureof the IrishRaceatHome and Abroad," maybe quotedhereforits earnestand,as itnowreads,patheticpatriotism. The addresswasdeliveredinthe Music Hall,Boston, on September 29th, 1872,
for the benefit of the Convent Schools, Cambridgeport. Having
Bpoken of the possible influence of the Irish race in America, he
concluded apowerfuloration as follows :—"Oh 1how granditis,asIseeit to-day, thisfutureof my raceI
Eight millions of people in America of Irish birth and eighteen
millionsof Irishblood1 Inthirty years theremust be fiftymillions
bornin this great country, spreading itself out in allthings, rich
beyondall other nations inminerals, rivers,harbours. Fiftymillions
of Irishmenherewill overshade allthe nationsof the earth. Think
of the magnificent element of fifty millions of Irishmen
filling the public offices and guiding the destinies of this
country and bearing the distinctive marks of Irish character, an
ornament and a pride to the land that adopted them, by their

-Catholic temperance and purity. A power in this land will they be
assuredly toguide and influence heractions, to draw the sword in
themomentof danger,andto strikesuch blows in the causeof God
andtruthashaveneveryetrung onthe shield of injustice; apower
inIrelandbeforewhichthe generousheart of America will be sure
tobowinhomage;apower that willnot preventyou frombeing the
best Americancitizens, whileyouwillnot lose the vision of Ireland
andof debt you oweher. Then, and not till then, every enemy of
Irelandwill standparalysedtoinjure her, because the great phantom
of IrelandinAmerica will cause; them to recoil, and force them to
respect the dear,old, veneratedand beloved island."

On his return from America, Father Butko received a great
ovationin the city of hisbirth, the late "John of Taam" presiding
atabanquet which wasgiven inhonour of thepreacher. Archbishop
MacHale then describedhim as oneof the most extraordinary men
of thenineteenthcentury, andproudly mentioned as a proofof the
workhe haddonein thefar West, thatthe various Americancharities
for which the oratorhadspokenhad obtained in the aggregate the
enormous sum of onehundred thousand pounds. He returned to
Tallaght to watch over the preparationfor the pulpitof the young
Dominicans, but for anumber of yearshis entire time was absorbed
inpreaching charity sermons throughout the United kingdom. No
consecration ceremony,noreligiousoccasion which requiredasermon
to be preached,no retreat was consideredcomplete without the
attendanceof Father Burke. So constant a taxupon themental and
physical energies was certainto have but one effect, and soon the
powerful physique of thepopularDominicanbegan to fail. About
four yearsago thefirst symptoms of a painful and, asthe sadseqnel
hasproved fatal,malady manifested themselves. He had to suspend
all active work for a considerable time, theresult of which was that
he rallied slightly. He then occasionally appearedin the pulpit,
with the traces of malignant illness uponhim, but with all the fire
andpower of his eloquence unimpaired. Last year he got through
a fair amount of work, working always with a will, although he
knew the consequence of each effort was someweeks of torture for
himself. Foratime hop s wereentertained thathis physicians had
mastered the disease,bub in theLent of the presentit reappeared
with, ifpossible,increased virulence. Best and complete change of
air were recommended, and, accompanied by the Very Rev.J, T.
Towers, Provincialof the Order, FatherBarkepaid a visit toBorne.
He was received with the greatest warmth and cordiality by the
authorities of the Churchand ofhis ownOrder, andbad the gratify-
ingprivilege of along privateinterview with the HolyFather. Eis
Holiness greeted him most affectionately, and addressing him as"oneof the Church's greatest preachers," referred with extreme
satisfactionto the work the illustrious Irishmanhad done,and, bles-
siughim prayed thathe hadyet many yearsof healthand strength
tocontinue his estimable labours. The change had avery bene-
ficial effect, andafter some weeks in theEternal City he returned,
by easy stages, with Father Towers. Abouta fortnight after his
arrivalin Dublinhe proceeded to London to preach at the opening
of anewDominican ChurchatHaverstock Hill,and also on Friday
andSunday following. His weak condition was not equal to this
renewal of work,andhe became alarminglyunwell. He was con-
fined tobed formore than a week,andwhen able tobe removed he
returned toDublinabouta fortnight ago. He drove to bis residence
at Tallagbt, and taking tohis bednever, again left it but once.
This once indicates withsingularand pathetic forcehis overflowing
sympathy with suffering, his constant willingness to plead for a
charitableobject andhis almostunparalleled,absolutely heroic self-
tacrifice. Hehad consented to preach in aid of the fund for the
starving children of Donegal,andthe day beingfixed for the sermon,
last Sunday week,he rose from his bed of agonising pain,andap-
pearedin the pulpit at St. Xavier's Church, Gardiner street. To
those who werefamiliar with the sufferinghehad just undergonehis
splendidsermon wassimply phenomenal,while to the generalbody
of his congregation it wasa characteristicallybrilliant effort, fie
returned to Tallaght,and from that time forwardhe wasconstantly
attendedby Drs. Porter, Cruise and Lawlor. The gifted priest lay
uponhis bed,suffering the intensest agony, with a calm and uncom-
plaining fortitudethatastonished while itdeeplyaffectedhisbrethren.
To the last heretained full possession of all his faculties,his mind
neverfor a moment wandering, but constantly intent upon earnest
unremittingprayer. When addressing those around him he spoke
with asmuch of the oldcheerfulnessashis martyr-spirit could force.
On Sunday night he endured the most excessive and excruciating
pain, which, having continued for many hours, ceased for a few
minutes before three o'clock yesterday morning. He still availedof
the interval to pleadfor theintercession of his Blessed Mother,and
after ashort time,surroundedby the deeply affected membersof the
community, and withaprayer passing from his lips, the greatand
good father Tom Barkeclosed his eyes in death,with the sweetand
peacefulrepose of a tired child sinking to sleep.

The admirablepatience in the midst of physical torture that
constantly distinguished Father Burke was, perhaps, the especial
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