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been printing from the evidence taken by the Royal Commission on
education throw & very strong light on the paragraphs on which the
Commission have summed up their findings om the subject of poli-
tical patronage, They show the utter imposture of Mr. Bmith’s
statements about private and confidential information from officers
of the department on which he made his appoiotments and promoc,
tions, and show them to have been casea of political jobbery in which
some Berryite member of Parliament preferred & demand and ‘the
Major® greeted it with his anfailing * Al right, my dear boy,” The
shameless case in which the son and daughter of Mr. Richardson,
ML.A, were wrongiully appointed over the heads of a large number
of senior teachers appear in the evidence in their damning details
The 8t. Arhaud cases, in which unqualified young women ‘from Bal-
larat, protégdes of ¢ the Major," were appointed to schools where no
extra assistance was asked for, are set ont in full, and sre clearly in-

stances of the most corrapt political jobbery, in which *the Major' -

Ppaid for electioneering services by appointments given at the ex-
pense of the State. The infamous Beechworth scandal, in which a
Wwoman of known immoral character was appointed by Mr. Smith, on
the recommesdation of Mr, Billson, M.L.A., snpported, it seems, by
the approval of the department, is the worst of all, from its gross
disragard of every consideration of public decency, Asthe evidence
stands as a whole, Mr. Billson, Mr. Richardson, and * the Major ' stand
in a very unenvisble light before the public, and when the question
of +*tical patronage comes up for practical discussion the illustra.
tiod® these worthies have given us of its exercise mmat not bs for.
gotten.” The system, then, is not only bad in itgelt, but eminently
capable of being made worse by the unscrupulons maaner in which
men in power make use of it in their own interests, and those of
their friends,—In America it has boen made the means of earrying ont
all kinds of dishonest undertakings, and generally ona gigantic scale,
—In Auckiand it has been employed by Orangemen for promoting
their particular objeets, and in Victoria we. see how Major Bmith
bas ussd it,—But doubtless we have still a good deal more to see,

THE prospects of the rising generation in Hokitika
at present look somewhat gloomy,~The rising
Beneration, in fast, bids fair to £row up nncultivated
by secelarism, and to have no part in the advantapgesto be derived
from a participation in the free and compulsory godlessness provided
for the Colony at large by a wise and devoted legislature.—Compul-
sion, in short, at Hokitiks, as matters are at present, seems to lean
in the opposite way, for the school is shut up, and the children, we

may presume, are lefs to roam the streets at their diseretion, or that

of [their parents perhaps, except in those instances where they attend
the Catholie school—or other private schools if any such there be,
The cause of the turn out is a difference that has ocenrred between
the Education Board and the School Committee respecting the ex-
peuditure of the edacation funds, and each body acenses the other of
extravagance and misappropriation., The complaint of the Committee
is that they have been refused a sufficient salary to pay a caretaker
to keep the schoolbouse and its surronndings in proper order, and shat
they have not been provided with money to buy fuel, They further
allege that the Board should have abundant means of furnishing
them with all that is necessary, and would bave them had they not
been worse than extravagant, and especially had they not misappro-
priated the funds by the purchase of offices in which they sit, and
which they were not justified in buying, But it would appear that
the HokLitika Committee is not the only body in the distriet that
complains, and, if we are to believe the statements of one Mr, W.
Douglas, who writes to the Wast Coast Times, the shutting-up of
schools there penerally seems anything rather than an impossibility,
* Hokitika,” he writes, * is not the oniy school committee erying out in
desperation for funds to pay for cleaning and fuel, Arahuraisin the
same plight; and I should not wonder if the clesing policy—if it
may be so designated—would follow thers next. I know of this
case ; but are there not many such cases? [ don't in the lemst hesi-
tate to say that there are.” The pupils of the godless schools, in
short, generally throughout the districs seem called npon to perform
their tasks somewbat under similar circumstances with the poor
seamstress, who sang Hood's “ Song of the Shirt,” f

or, although we
do not suppose they are hungry, they are certaiuly represented tous as
in the middie of poverty and dir

t.~~The secular system, then, accord.
in~ 5 its latest developements, has proved to be a true apple of dis-
[\ nd besides ite other advantages it world seem admirably cal
cnlated to create and foster among its pepils a spirit of self-nasertion
and a determination to h

ave ull that they may comsider to be
desirable, The situation, meantime, at Hokitika, seems hopeless, and

the tone of quiet despair with which the West Coast Times concludes

an article on the suhject is very affecting., The writer seems to

think that they are all wrong together and that there is ne hope at
all of their ever coming right again. “ Instances of gross extra-
¥agance could be cited against them (the Board),” be says, They
are, at the present moment, up to their ears in deep water, Butdoes
all this justify the Committee in following theirexample! The Com-

SHUT OoUT,

mittee should not have over-run the constable in the panner it has
done. Any damage done to the building should become a respon-
sibility of the Board, if they wili not pay a cnretaker._ But' even
admitting that the Board ig in the wrong in not recoguising the er-
vices of the ceretaker, is the course just adopted by the Committes
likely to improve matters? -The Committes may probably hope, by
the cloging of the school, to cause the Governmen_t .to al_)point a
Boyal Commission to ;enquire into the past administration _and
present constitation of the Board. Koowing something of the views
of the present Minister of Education on the question c!f intorference
with Boards of education, we cannot for s moment belisve that such
an object, however desirable, will be achieved, Neither can we seq
in what way matters are likely to be improved, beyond entering ‘l
protest againsi the Board’s management, by keeping _tl'ae scho?
closed,” But at least it will prevent the children from soiling their
clothes and getting colds and chilblains, and our ?ontem‘porlry
should learn to be thankful for small mercies—particularly when
thera are no hig ones to be had for love or money-—or st least, fﬂ;‘
love, since the money seems to have gone, the Lord only know
where.

THE HON. JOHN F. FINERTY.

—_—

» FINBRTY, ibe editor of the Irish Citizen of Chicago, is &
':Inc.;?beﬁ; e}z:h of the next Congress. He is now thirty-eight years old,
He stands over six feet in his stockings, He is broad-shonldered and
deep-chested. He has the solemn dignity st times of a great Ind;an
chief, and again the maddest flow of animal spirits when surrounded
by c:)ngenial company, He has a large head and a high forchead,
surmounted by a shock of curly dark brown hair. His eyes are dark,
His nose is straight, while his chin denotes iron courage and will, A
brown moustache curls in at the corners of his mouth, over a fall
R erty 1 i He belongs to

inerty in many ways is a very remarkable man, el g

an 01]?11 I?iag family );hat{iraces back its ancestry to the Irish kiogs,
He is nearer to the type of Lever's dashing, generous military heioes
than is often found in modern times, Finerty is an eloquent speaker,
In private life ke is & delightful sbory-teller_;_m journalism he is an
accomplished writer. He has a nervous, virile style, always above
the cﬁl:%::p:\azzumge that is something beyond even recl‘:leasn.ess.
He is a born soldier. He served in our army during the Rebellion,
entering the army whea a mere lad, To tell Fiserty not to do &
thing simply beeanse it is dangerous is to make certain of his rejects
ing the advice, He began his career in journalism 28 & correspon-
dent of the Chicage I'imes during the celebrated Bioux campaign,
where General Custer fell. He never fell back npon his privileges as
& correspondent, Gun in hand, be rode in the front of every engage-
meunt, He wrote no despatches as long as there was any fighting to
be done. One day a lieutenant and a dozen men were fent oot np.oﬁ
a scouting expedition of extreme danger. Finerty asked to go Wilé
the party. He wastold that he would in all probability meet his
death, Why not remain in safety in camp? OF course Fmert.g.
went. The little scouting party, = few hours out, was cut off, ani
for three daya were chased through the mountains, The pasty hﬁd to
entrench themeelves and fight at every turn, and run throug tlfg
most desperate chances. Had they been on the p]alps they coul
not have escaped, After three days of constant marching, fighting,
with no sleeping and scarcely any food, the party finally reached
camp and safety. Fiaerty’s account of the thres days was a mag-
nificent piece of brilliant description, and would have alone made
his reputation bad the occasion been any other than an Indian war._

Finerty afterwards became a regular writer Jon the Times in Chi-
cago. One day an alderman—ga big, burly, fighting man-—was anhgry
at an article in the paper and called to learn who was the m_.lth w‘.)r;5
The writer of the article was small and o man of peace. Withou!
hesitation he gave Finerty as the anthor. The alderman hunted ap
Finerty and charged bim with writing it, Finerty saw a fight was
imminent, and did not deny the paternity of the article, for fear bis
courage might be called into question, So the alderman, heariug no
denial, charged with all the energy of misguided rage, and was
promptly knocked down. After he had beeh knocked down 1about
seven times the alderman grew WeRry \ and got up very Eh ow'lhyl;
Fiverty saw bhe was satisfied and said: * _.Now You are throug .v? h
your fight. I do not mind telling you I did mot write the article.
Then the alderman insisted upou shakiug hands and apulogzsmg.I o

Finerty left the Fimes abous two years ago, and atarbegl the Jris
Clitizen, 1t bas paid from the gtart, Finerty conducts bis aper ag
the organ of Irish independence, He says he kuovya many nghsil:.
men who 816 good feliows, but be hates then collectively, He bas t,ha
histary of Europe at his tongue's end, Pagsionately devoiged tt)f th 10
canse of Ireland,De is one of the best possible representatives of his
peope: is wi i hington as an editorial

0 this winter he was in Washington as :

corretls‘}?tgxyl::? agﬂe lived there for one season, and ct_lrefnl]y atu,che_d
Congress from the galleries, When be comes to talk in the Honse it
is certain that his brilliant wit, cournge, dignified presence, and elo-
quence will command attention,—Pilot,

t a special meeting of the Charity Organisiny Bociety, to pro-
moteAemigpr:iion, a.Jetﬁﬁ" from Bir Alexander Galt, High ((}Jomaqta-
sioner for Canada, was read. The writer sald that the aﬁns;1 lg.n
Government would not eanction the emigration to Canada of la il-
tusl paupers. Bhe was willing to absorb destitute boys and gfu; ﬂ n
reasonable numbers, and to provide a periodical inspection of them
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+ and & record of their disposal



