
pense. A Kingof England and the Princes of the League of the
Rhine werenot tobe bought for nothing. Franceconldnotkeepin
her pay for nothing the Kingof Swedenand'the Elector of Bran-
denburgh. She could not resist a coalition'of almost all Europe
withoutgreatoutlay. Agreat diplomacy is not supported without
money,nor fleets,norarmies— nor the fortificationsof Vanbanwhich
after twohundred years were still found of use. If the internal
misery, whichwas by no means so great as it has been pretended,
wasthe priceof the externalgreatness,this should not be omitted
whenthe cmotenregime is spokenof.

M. FebdinandBbunetiebe, ia the Revue des
Deux Monde* ofApril 1,gives us some particulars
as to theconditionof theFrench peasantry under
the ancien regime which are contradictory to the

viewscommonly received,andshow us thateven if the Churchhad
been accountable for the conditionof the peopleinquestionas itis
for themostpartassumed, she wouldnot havehadso much that was
evil,after all,toanswer for. The writer begins by quoting certain
passages from variousauthorities,and which are generally brought
forwardinproofof theextreme misery of the people; these pas-
sageshe compareswithothers that are of an exactlyopposite value,
andTfpresent thepeopletohavebeenextremely welloff. He, then,
proceedsto examine the matter in detail. In Champagne, he says,
for example,aprovince whose poverty at the time in question is
proverbial,everylabourer owned the cottagein which helived. The
clothing of the families appearsto havebeensufficient, andacertain
labourerof Piccardy in1751 was possessedof 27 shirts. The furni-
ture,moreover, wassuited to the wantsof its owners, andamongit,
in the time of Louis XVI., there was found in some instances a
woodenclock. There are circumstances also to show that on the
whole food wasabundant and of fair quality, and wine and cider
wereincommonuse respectively in those provinceswherethey were
produced. TheProvincial Assemblies of theEighteenthCentury have
been much spoken of, but there were also Municipal Assemblies
whosepowers seem tohavebeen veryextended,and who managed
mostof the affairs of their districts,including therepairsof churches
andpresbyteries,of public buildings, roads, and bridges; in some
cases they firedthe hire of the labourers also. As to primary in-
struction incountry places the ancienregimehad done a greatdeal
topromoteit— .thepeasantof the times inquestioncould find means
toeducatehimself, and, if he were intelligent andindustrious,could
raise himself inlife ashecan to-day. We need not seek very far
back into the genealogy of Colbert, for example,tofind themason,or
into thatof Louvois,for the Parisian shopkeeper in asmall way.
The truthis thatunder the ancien- regime,except the embassiesand
the greatmilitary commands, every function up to that of Prime
Minister wasaccessible to all. According to an authority quoted
it washard toseemore than one generation of lucky peasants, for
the cultivators of thesoil had no sooner acquired a little property
thanhe sent his son to findasituation in thetown. Micheletspeaks
of the testimonyborne by travellers to the miserable condition of
France;but elsewherethey wouldhaveseen what was worse. The
Englishman wouldhave seenitin Ireland; the Italian in Calabria;
the Spaniard .inCastille; and the German, in somedegree,all over'
hisnative land. Arthur Younghadonly to makea journey of a few
daysinto Cataloniato learn to admire Le Rousillon. "We found
ourselves suddenly transported,"he wrote,"from a wild,desert,and
poorprovince, intothe middle of acountryenrichedby the industry
ofman." Again, when Dr. Rigby went to Cleves and thence to
Holland,he wrote,"How the countries and peoples we have seen
since wequitted France lose by being compared with that country
sofull of life." ButmuchofArthur Young's testimony is worthyof
quotation. Writing at Pau on August 12, 1787,he says: "A few
partsof England compare with this country of Beam,but we have
very fewequal to whatIhave just seen inmy driveof12miles from
Pau toMoneins. . . . Everywhere therebreathes anairof clean-
liness, well-being, and ease, which ia found in the bouses, in the
newly built offices, in the little gardens, in the enclosures." He
speaksalsoof the'richcountry around Port l'Eveqne and Lisieux,
andin the valley of Oorbon, whose herds would be remarkablein
Leicester or Northampton. But, it has also been said, that the
French peasantunder the ancien regime might well enquire as to
whathadbeendone with the heavy taxes he had paid. Nothing
then,in the Sventeenthor EighteenthCenturies has moreastonished
travellers ia France than the development and

~
splendour of her

publicworks. " These taxeshave been thepriceof thepoliticalpower
andmoralgrandeur of France. Without doubt therewasheavy ex-

ThelateCanonKingsley oncepreached a sermon
oneducation,itseems, in whichhe very energeti-
cally accused the religious dissensions of the coun-
try of being the meansof sending the country to

the devil,becausethey madecompulsory Government education im-
possible. "Itis,"he added," theduty of the State,Ihold,toeducate
allalikein tbose matters whichare common to them as citizens—
that is,inall secular matters, andin allmattersalso which concern
theirduties to each other'denned by law. Thosehigher duties which
thelaw cannot commandor enforce they must learn elsewhere,and
theclergy of all denominations will find work enough

—
and noble

work enough— in teachingthem. We shall alwayshave work enough
insuch times as these in teaching what no secular education can
ever teach,indiffusing commonhonesty, theknowledgeof right and
wrong,and the old-fashionedfear of God as the punisher of those
whodoill and the rewafderof'those who do well.'1 But since this
sermonwas preached compulsory 3overnment education has been
found to be possible and has been enforced and has by no meapa
provedto be the saviourof the rising generations, and the cultivator
that shouldpreparetheir minds toreceive the lessons of the clergy.
AnEnglish Protestantpaper,in fact, published at the end of last
February thus describes the changesthathavefollowed in the wake
of theimproved educationalsystem. Itsays :— "The winter assizes
have just been concluded,and on all the circuits there has been an
unusualnumberof civil and Crown cases. If weanalyse the crimi-
nalcalendars of therecent Assizes, weshall find that, after striking
off a fair averageof ordinary offences— such as invariably appear
and-may be accounted as constant quantities on such occasions

—
the

remainder consists chiefly of these two classes :— (1) high crimes
such asmurder,arson,rape,burglary, andsuch like; and(2)skilled
roguery. Itis to thislast that we wish todirectattention. Under
the head of 'skilled roguery'come all thatclass of offences which
are the ruin of young men

—
embezzlement,falsifying of accounts,

forgeries,obtaining goodsby false pretences,and the fraudulent get-
tingupof bubblecompanies. Thus it wouldappear that,if we were
getting rid of oneclass of offences, we*wereenlarging another. It
is a very anxious consideration. A larpe proportion of these
offenders have been trained in our elementary schools,some with,
andsome withoutreligious instruction. Many of them have passed
from the school to the warehouseor the counting-house,only to learn
the way to thegaol. Itforces uponus twograveconsiderations

—
first,

thatit ismoreimportant than everto insist that ourschools shall give
definite religious instruction, and arm young men with theknow*
ledge whichshallenable them to

'cleansetheir way
'
and rule them*

selves after God's Word. And the other, that we mustdevisesome
more effectual means of guiding and controllingyoung men when
they have left school. How this can be done is ahardproblem.
Though the numberof children sentencedunder 14 years of age is
less thanit was, thenumberover that age is much larger. The in-
creaseof crime is on the part of youngpeopleof both sexes. Our
educationis proving itself a failure already. It will be well that
this should be-looked fully in the face, especially by tbose who are
determinedto work for themaintenance of denominationalschools.
Factsof thiskiud ought tomovethem to leave no effort untried to
s>.cure for thedoctrinal schools a fair share of the rates, and thus
to someextentcheck the evil which threatensto break down society

jby its weight." Compulsory Government education, then,ishardly
of the force that Canon Kingsley anticipated thatit wouldbeinim-
proving themoralcondition of the rising generations, and it'has
proveditself to be inEngland, as it haß elsewhere, a failure, and

more thana failure
—

the encouragementof crimeandimmorality.
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