
SATURDAY.
There were500guestsat theGovernor'sballon Thursday night,

amongthosepresentbeingBishopsCowieandLuck.
Ascarcity ofservants prevails at Christchurch. TheLytteUm

Times says:—
"There is a great scarcity of farm hands,of whoma

largenumberare wantedat £1 aweekand found.. Femaleservants
with goodreferences are also in good demand; of this class of ser-
vants there are many seeking employment,but there Beems tobea
difficulty in obtaining the required recommendation from former
employers, many of whom are getting somewhat particular-on this
point,and prefer toputup with theinconvenienceof being without
servants rather than take them without a reference."

Themeetingheldat Wellingtonyesterday on theTrunk railway
question was largely attended. Sir William Fitzherbert insisted,
that any diversion of the money allocatedfor theextensionof the'
Main Trunk railway would be a scandalous breach of thepublic
Bay of Islands that the public works scheme and its debt of 22
millions had been accepted by the people of the Colony, andno
deviation from this should be permitted. On the motion of his
Worship theMayor,secondedby theHon.Mr. Martin, the following
resolutionwasunanimously agreed to :— "Thatanydiversionof the
funds allocatedto the construction of the MiddleIsland MainTrunk
line wouldbe improper,andat variance with the general scheme of
public works." On themotion of Mr. JohnDuthie, secondedby Mr.
N. Reid, it was resolved to send copies of the resolution toeach
member of theLegislature andGovernment.

The CromwellArgus says that the partridge and pheasants in
the Hawea and Wanaka districts are being destroyed, or have
actually been p"o by thepoisonedwheat laiddown forrabbits. Com-
pensating insomedegree for this unfortunate state of things, adds
our contemporary,itis satisfactory to know thatthereddeer in and
aboutTimaru Forest are thriving and increasing innumbers, herds
offromnine totwenty having of late beenseen. They areveryBhy
andnot easily approached.

Mr. Grealish, of Otaria, was thrown from hishorse the other
day in crossing the railway line atWaikaka, andwas found lying
senseless on the railsby Mr. Ballintyne a little before the Clinton
train wasdue. Itis feared that the results of the fall may prove
fatal.

The town of Majunga in Madagascar has been takenby the
Frenchaftera bombardment of six hours. A military postin the
Sakalvacountry has also been captured, and the road to thecapital
secured. Great excitementprevailsamong the natives. EarlGran-
villehas expressedregret,in the House of Lords,at theaction thus
taken.

Archbishop Croke states that he willobey themandateof the
Pope.

—
Who eversuspectedthat hewould not? Nomandate of the

Popeisin theleast likely tobeunreasonable.
The ceremonyof blessing the banners to be use! inconnection

with the approaching coronation of the Czar took place at Moscow
onWednesday.

Messrs. George and Jans Hansen, deferred-payment settlers
residing near Garston, about ten miles from.Kingston, suffered a
rather heavy losson Friday morning throughfire, saysthe Wakatip
Mail. Itappears that they had been busy threshing wheat, and,
whenknocking off onThursday evening, had put through the mill
twoout of three stacks. On returning next morning at about 6
o'clockit was found that themill andloosestrawhadbeenconsumed
by fire, thebagged grain almost totally destroyed,and the remaining
stack wasstill burning. Nodirectevidence isatpresent forthcoming
as to the origin of the fire,but there canbe little doubt thatit was
accidental. The engine, which wasuninjured, was insured for £130,
and themill for £220, in theNational Company's offices. The grain
wasuninsured,and the owners estimate their loss on thatat £125,
andon thethreshingmill, £100.

A two years old girl belonging to Mr.N. Br&cefield,Totara
Island,PleasantPoint,died onWednesday morning from the effects
of scaldsreceivedby her onTuesday, when shefell into a pot from
whichher mother had just takensomemeat.

TheDunedin TradesandLabourCouncil helda specialmeeting
atthe Coffee Palace lastnight, where the city and suburbanmem-
bers of Parliament attended andanswered severalquestionssatis-
factorily.

The privateresidence,at Wellington, of Dr.Lemon, Superinten-
dent of Telegraphs,has been lit with the electric light. Theplant
cost a littleover £200, anditis believedthelight willproveascheap
asgas.

The opening of the South Dunedin Waterworkswascelebrated
last night by asupper at Hutching'sWorkshopsHotel, whereMr.
Mcßride, one.ofthe chiefpromoters of the scheme inquestion,was
presented withanimitation, ingold, of themain valve as amarkof
the engineer's appreciationof hisservices.

According toa telegramreceivedjbyMr.W. Watsonof Dunedin,
the weeklyreturn from the Keep-it-Dark mine was 3150e. from 90
tonsof stone.

The lad Hagan, who was lost in thebushat UpperHutthas
been foundinanexhausted condition.

A. H.Malcolm has been re-arrested on a warrantfrom Palmer-
ston North, charging him with larceny as a bailee,andhas been
remandedtillFriday.

Captain M*Arthur,of thesteamer M'Gregor, was summoned to-
day for having, on the 6th of April, carried a greaternumber of
passengers in that steamer from Waitara thanallowedby the cer-
tificate. The charge wasadmitted, but it was stated that anextra
numberofnatives whocameonboard werenot foundoutuntilafter
the vessel had started. He was fined 9s. and Is. for every extra
passenger.

The TtiapekaTimeshears thatMr.Perry,of theGabriel'sTailing
Company, inconjunction with Mr. Dewar,ofAuckland,contemplates
bringing forwardaschemefor the purchaseof the whole of the Blue
Spur claims, with a view to working themonalarge scale.

Fbiday.
ThePremierofVictoria has telegraphed to the Agent-General in-
structinghim to protest to the Imperial Government against the
proposeddeportationofthePhoenix Park informers to Australia.

The tobacconists andothers who are threatenedwith prosecution
for Sunday tradingintendholding a meeting andarranging to fight
thematter.

A young man named James Hagan is believed to have been
lostin thebushnearUpperHuttwhile pigeon-shooting. Hewandered
away froma companion on Tuesday,andhas not since beenheard
of.

A fire occurredyesterdayeveningattheprivateresidenceinHere*
fordstreet,Christchurch, of Fleming, hairdresser. Thefamilywereout
for a holiday. Considerabledamagewasdone.

It is nowconsidereddoubtful whether Tynan, who offered to
surrender to theBritishauthorities atNew York,is "Number One,"
as alleged.

The wheatharvest inSouthAustralia has been a failure. The
averagefor this Colony is 4 bushels 131bs. per acre. Three bad
seasonshave nowfollowedone anotherinsuccession,andagricultural
mattersaredepressed.

The Western Star reports thearrival, inRiverton,of Messrs. P.
Bushandparty, afteranine months' prospecting tour of the West
Coast, as far north as Jackson's Bay. The party numberedthree,
all of whom are experienced miners, and, notwithstanding their
pluck and experienceof thehardshipsincidental to such a trip, the
fruits of their labour are nil

—
they having found but little gold.

They are, however, satisfied that a properly-equippedprospecting
expeditionwould meet with success.

Considerablepublic feeling is manifestedinAucklandover the
action ofthe trustees of the Costley bequest ingiving directions for
the sale of thelandedestate. A publicmeeting of citizens is spoken
of.

The Mayor of Wellington has called a meetingof citizens to
consider theconduct of the Canterbury railway leaguers in trying to
have the £180,000 voted for the extension of the Middle Island
Trunkline applied tothe constructionof a West Coast line,connect-
ing Cbristchurch and Hokitika. Any proposaltodivertthe money
from promoting the establishmentof the Trunk line's terminusat
tomepoint onCook Strait,isopposedto the futureprospectsof Wei-

Five men, found with dynamite in their possession,at Liver-
pool,have been committed fortrial.

Baron de Lesseps, of the Suez Canal Company, requests the
English Government to support the project forobtaining the land
requiredfor the construction of asecond canal,promising inreturn
areductionof charges,and increased powers of controltoEngland.

Theamusementsof theQueen's Birthday weremarred yesterday
byrain, which seems tobe general.

The Dunedin Jockey Club's winter meeting, held yesterday,
was thinly attended, owing to the inclement weather. The different
events werewonas follows:— HandicapHurdleRace,Mr.G.Robert-
son's Wildboy ;MaidenPlate,Mr.J. Stephenson's Captain Webster;
BirthdayHandicap, Mr. J. Stephenson's Taiaroa;Handicap Time
Trotting Race, Mr. C. H. Harding's Polly;Novel Race, Mr. A.
Owen's Clinkerina; Tradesmen's Handicap, Mr. J. Cotton's Ada-
mant;Hack Race,Mr.J.Stephenson's Eugenic;ConsolationHandi-
cap,Mr.T.H.Dodson's Miss King.

AtTimaru theNew Zealand GrandNationalHandicap was won
by Mr.H. C.Adam'sKosciusko;the Maiden Plateby Mr.A. Frisby's
Captain;theHunt Club Cup by Mr.J. Pilbrow'sClarence;and the
ConsolationHandicapby Mr. Rutherford's Commissioner.

The results of the Wanganui Steeplechase meeting were as
follows:

—
Wanganui Handicap Steeplechase, Mr. James Munn's

Ruahine;JSelling Steeplechase,Mr. A. J. Keith's Bugler ;Maiden
Steeplechase,Dr.Connolly's NgatarGrand-stand Steeplechase, Mr.
H.Enderby's Mount;Consolation Stakes,LadyBab.

At Takapuna, Auckland, Kalo won theWinter Oats andBirth-
day Cup Handicaps;Paramena, the Selling Race;Chandler,the
HandicapSteeplechase;andMaori, the Consolation.

AttheHeathcote racesLunawon theCnpandLarry the Steeple-
chase.

Besides the diamonds entrusted to his care, Mr. T. A.Kelsey
has taken with him toLondona volume of poemsby Mr.T.Bracken,
for thepurposeof having it published.

The sum passed through the totalisators yesterday attheFor-
burycourse was £3556.

Two thousandpeoplewerepresentatatemperancemeetingheld
lastnight atAuckland.

Mr.A.H.Malcolm, merchant of Wellington, recently arrested
onachargeof larceny as abailee, has commenced civilproceedings
for therecovery of £2000 damages against Mr.Charles Tricklebank,
ofPalmerstonNorth, wholaid the information.

Sir William Fox complains that the members of temperance
societies at Wellington reservethe wearing of their medals,sashes,
andblue ribbons for their lodge rooms, and that thepeopleof the
town inquestionaretooslackin the goodcause generally.

The North Otago Times describes the football match played
yesterdaybetween theDunedinPirates andOamaru, ashavingbeen
playedin the middle of mud and water. It was, saysour contem-
porary,a hard, wet,andmuddy contest.Thebody of the boy Lilly, who perished on the Port Lyttelton
Hills some time ago,and for whomrepeatedsearcheshavebeenmade,was found by ashepherd this morning near the place where thebodyof theboy Mason was found.

A match, Town v. Country, played at theDunedinDraughts
Club last night, resulted in a victory for the townplayersby 10
points.

Friday, June1,1883.
News of the Week.
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