
The followingfigures are taken from the agricultural statistics
for New Zealand :— Number of holdings— freehold, 18,758;rented,
6,850; part freehold and part rented. 2,744. Land under crop

—
wheat, 390,818 acres;oats for green f od or hay, 65,466 acres;oats
forgrain, 319,858 acres;barley, 28,146 acres;potatoes,20,488 acres.
Estimatedgrosspioduce— wheat,10,270,591bushels ;oats, 10,520,428
bushels; barley, 737,153 bushels ;potatoes. 104,581 tons. Quantity
of last year's crop onhand when forms filled vp

—
wheat, 123,554bubhels"; oats, 110,761bushels ;barley, 5.D32.

Captain J. M'Neill, of the lake steamer Antrim, was caught
betweensome trucks at the Kingston railway terminus, on Monday,
and severely shaken. He is progressing favourably.

The widow of the engine-driver Meek, killed recently at the
Dunedin terminus,has been alloweda gratuity, equal tosix month's
pay,by theRailwayDepartment.

Monday.
Renewed persecution of the Jews hasbroken outatRostoff, in

Russia.
The French have been defeated in Anam, anditis believeda

rupturemay takeplacebetween them and China.
The Auckland coursing meeting was finished on Friday. Mr.

Buckland takes the first prize of *30;Mr. Hogan second, of £20 ;
and severalprizesof less value will also be distributed.

An explosionoccurred inPeterborough, England,blowingup the
sewerin theprincipalstreet. Itcaused great alarm, andis believed
to be the work of the Dynamitist Society.— Nevertheless,itmight be
bard todefine the end to be gained by the Society in meddling with
sewage. An explosionwhich recently took placeina sewer atParis
was otherwise accounted for. But John Bull in a fight is an un-
reasoninganimal.

Messrs.Hunt and White are the successful tenderers for the
Waihoa railway contract (formation only) from Morrinsville to Te
Aroha, theprice being about £13,000.

TheLytteltonlimes reports that the Onehunga iron has been
triedby Mr.J. Hill, of Sydenham, who thinks that, when properly
rolled ormanufactured, it wouldbe equalto the best Swedish.

The Czar has issued amanifesto in one of his coronation pro-
clamations announcing a qualified amnesty to the Polish insurgents
who took partin therevoltof 1863,withpartialremissionof penalties,
and arrears of taxation. No mention is made in the manifesto of
constitutional reforms.

Archbishop Croke, on his return from Rome, has met witha
grand reception through the Southof Ireland.

Mackay's labour-recruiting in New Guinea has occasioneda bad
impression in politicalcircles.

The Government have decided to accept the annexation of
Southern New Guinea, and to convert itinto a Crown Colony.

Lady Mountmorres, Mrs. Blake, and Field, the wounded jury-
man,haveeachbeen awarded by Government £3,000 as compensation.

The Frenchforces inMadagascarhaveoccupiedall thenorthern
ports,and the warshipsarereportedtobe shelling unarmed villages.

At the wool sales91,000 bales have been catalogued, and 7,000
withdrawn. Coarse merino and cross-bred wools continue a half-
pennyper pound below the March rates;but the price of sound
combing qualities is improving.

Messrs. Hamilton andChapman, Dunedin, receivedonSaturday
telegramsgiving the followinggold returns for the week :— Welcome
Co.,3150z.of amalgam from 89 tons of quartz. KeepitDark Co.,
4500z.of amalgam from 198 tons of stone; theretortedgold for two
weeks amounts to2060z. Dunedin Dredging Co., (Alexandra) 30oz.
of gold for the week.

Mr. Isaac Wilson, member for Kaiapoi, is dangerously ill at
Wellington.

The house of Mr. Campbell, carrier, Evans Flat, was burned
down on Tuesday, owing,itis supposed, to the overturning by a cat
of a kerosene lamp. Insurance £75.

While fishing off Centre Islandthe other day (says the Western
Star), Mr. Irwin, of the ketch Raven, came across a "

monster of
the deep," in the shape of a shark, measuring, judging by the length
of the boatthey were in,not less than 15ft. The fish had become
entangled in the meshes of a net whichhadbeen cast, and in which
itnearly came to grief. In the absence of means to despatch the
monster, itescaped.

The dredge Excelsior (says the TuapekaTimes) is still at work
atRae's beach, theproprietorsbeing unable, owing to the lowness of
the river, to get to their destination

—
viz., M'Cunn's beach. The

Hope of DnnkeJd, which is still at workat Carson's beach, is on a
?ood run of gold; this dredge is worked in three shifts of eight
hours each.

—
We are indebted to our Waipori correspondent for the

following itemsof mining news:
—

The UndauntedCo. arestill work-
ing the surface-stone with very satisfactory results. The battery is
nowkept running full time.— Messrs. Cox and Clifford have a very
nice cake of retorted gold as the result of their last monthly wash-
uj..

—
There is nothing further to write with regard to the quartz

claims. In alluvialmining things are moving along quietly asusual.
Ihear that Messrs. O'Brien Bros, do not intend washing-up till
November next. They are at present on a very good run of gold.
Formany years this party's claim has paidhandsomely.

It is reported that one of the purchasers connected with the
alleged dummyism has instructed his solicitors to take immediate
steps to obtain a mandamus to compel the Land Board toissue his
license.

Between30 and4« horses wereshipped attheBlufffor Melbourne
by the Tarawera onher last trip.

At Christchurch an InterprovincialFreezing and Storage Com-
pany, with a capital of £50,300, is projected for the purpose of
purchasing, freezing, and exporting native game, fish, meat, and
general produce.'^The Marquis of Queensberry, brother of LadyFlorence Dixie,
ina letter to theLondon Telegraph on April 21, appeals to the Eton
gentlemensaid tohavebeenin the vicinity at the time of the alleged
attempt on his sister, tocome forward and makea full and direct
tatement,

A farther sum of £27 6s 6d has been collected in ChriStchurch
for the sufferers from the floods in the Rhine.

A correspondentof the LytteltonTimes records the death, at
Rangiora, of Sir M.chael Le Fleming, the representative of an old
Westmoreland family. He arrived in Canterbury by one of the
early Bhips and took upa rununder Mount Torleßse, naming itEase-
dale Nook. Sir Michaelhas leda retired life for years;but many
will stillremember thekindness andhelping hand extended to them
by Sir Michael in the days of his prosperity.

The Lake County Press says that theravages of thekeas among
the sheep havealreadybecome moreserious to the fiockownersof the
Wanaka district than the inroadsof therabbit.

The Te Awamutu Races were won as follows:
—

Hurdle Race,
Eakau;Maiden Plate, Welcome Day; TeAwamutuHandicap,Rewi;
Waikato Stakes,Victoria;Publicans' Purse, Rewi.

A tremendous cyclone passed over a portion of the Stateof
Mississippi,reducing the townsof Wesson and Beanregard to ruin.
Thirteen persons were killed and75 wounded in Wesson, and 23
killedand90 woundedinBeauregard.

The Connecticut Arms Company have received an order from
China for 250,000 repeatingrifles, inview of the troublewith France

[ overTonquin.
Californian horses taken to the East are suffering from anun-

defined epidemic, the ravages of which are like scrofula in the
human system. The favourite mareWildflower has been attacked.

Five cases of leprosy are reported in Chicago. The disease is
alsoreported inNew York. Medicalmenareof opinion itis spread-
ingin theUnitedStates.

Mr.Caleb Whitefoord, R.M., is tobe the second member of the
RojalCommission of Inquiry into themanagement of the Dunedin
gaol.

The Freeman's Journal has a severe article on the attitude
assumed by the Pope in connection with the policy of the Irish
agitators. It asserts that his Holiness has been misled as to facts,
and thathe is acting in ignorance of the principles which actuate
tLeleaders of the Irish agitation. Mr. Sexton, member for Sligo,
suggests that adeputation should be sent toRome tolay the details
of the agitation before the Popeand toremonstrate with him upon
theaction hehastaken.

Egan has delivered an address at Chicago on the attitude
assumed by the Popeinconnection with Irish affairs. He asserts
that the encyclical letter issued by the Pope is an unwarrantable
exercise of the Papal power, and urges the Irishpeopletoresent it.

Itappears that the encyclical letter issued by the Pope, forbid-
ding subscriptions on behalf of Parnell, has so far had an effect
contrary to that intendedby his Holiness.— This and the two fore-
going paragraphs are telegrams published in the Melbourne papers,
and wedonot know what the amount of truth they contain maybe.
We shall have to wait for somesix weeksstill for the Irish papers to
bringus the true account of what this matterhas, in fact,been.

A fire occurred at MountEden at five o'clock this morning, and
destroyed three two-storey shopsanda dwelling-house, together with
their contents. Itoriginated in the premises of Thomas (chemist).
Gardener's (butcher) and Sayers's (grocer) were the other places
destroyed. The cottage occupied by Kirkman was injured. Surman,

I who owned Thomas's and Gardener's shops, wasinsured for £400 in
I theNew Zealand office. Thomas's stock,furniture, and fixtures were

insured for £250, and Kirkman's furniture for £65 in thesameoffice;
Sayers's building, stock, and furniture were insured in the South
British office for £50.

A floodis feared at Wanganui.
Tuesday.

At the timber-yard of Mr. Bartlett, in Hardy street, Nelson,
yesterday afternoon a ladnamed David Burns, in charge of a horse
anddray,removed the blinkers from the former, and was about to
feed the animal,which started. Burns held on to its neck for a few
yards, whenhe fell, and the wheelof the dray passedover his chest.
He wasremoved to the workshop,and spoke once or twice, saying,'"

What will my poor mother say ?" He died directly after the
arrival of the doctor, and about ten minutes after the accident. At
the inquesta verdict of

"'
Accidental death

"
was returned.

The Christchurch Diamond Company have resolved to increase
the capital to £300 by the issue of100 shares, for funds to secure a
mineral lease for 21 years.

Anengine-driver named Richard Shaw, slipped at the Timaru
Railway station on Saturday, andbrokehis leg.

Major Atkinson, speaking at Hawera last night, said the
opposition wasdisorganised becauseitcontained atleast twosections,
one ledby Mr. Montgomery,and the other, smaller, but more com-
pact, by Sir George Grey. Sir George Grey added to confusion
by assuming the leadership of both when it suited him, and
simply passing Mr. Montgomery on one side. Anyone knowing
the two men and their positions in the House, and the country
must be aware that this would continue so long as Sir G.
Grey was in the House. He could assume the leadership
whenever he chose. The speaker gave the programme of the
approaching session as follows:

—
The Government wouldbring ina

number of consolidating bills andsocial measures. There would be
theAbolition of EntailandSettlement Bill,aBankruptcy Bill, and
a bill to deal withmarried women's property on the same lines asthe
EnglishAct, andanumberof other bills, towhichheneednotspecially
refer, incontinuation of thepolicy of lastsession. A large amount
of social work was sure tobe gone through.

The Governor arrived atNapier to-day, where he wasaccorded
anenthusiastic reception.

A mannamed Samuel Peterson brokehis neck by a fall from a
ladder on Thursday, at Mr Gooodman's farm, Green Park, Canter-
bury.

CharlesFleminghas been charged at Christchurch withsetting
fire tohis father'spremises.

Mr. Duncan, inaddressinghis constituents at Pukeri lastnight,
said be thoughtit wasonly fair that a percentage of the revenue
contributedby Roman Catholics should be returned to them to aid
their schools.
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