
for the occasion,and the various sodalitieswere preceded by their
distinguishing banners

—
the effect of the whole scene being very

beautiful. OnSunday again,being the Sunday withintheOctaveof
the Feast, PontificalHighMass wascelebratedasbefore, andexposi-
tionof theBlessed Sacramenttookplaceuntilafter Vespers.- The meetingof theDanedin Catholic Literary Society,announ-
ced inour lastissue to takeplace last evening, has been postponed
tonext Wednesday eveninginconsequenceof the Christian Brothers'
Classroom havingbeenoccupiedby the Confraternity of the Sacred
Heart for the purpose of a retreat. As a number of persons are
unawareof the amount of the subscription totheLiterary Society,
we arerequestedto mentionthatitis tenshilling per annum,payable
quarterly.

Thk St. James' Gazette, which seems to swallow, with even
more thanacommon avidity, all the anti-Fenianrumoursput into
circulation,is responsiblefor the following :—":

— "It wouldbe hardto
imagine a morediabolical means of terrorism, than the latest out-
comeof Fenian outrage. Tocut a piece of linen from thebedding
of asmall-poxpatientand post it to a womanmerely becauseshe
happenstobe the wife of theHome Secretary— not thatLady Har-
court was the only recipient of this insidious poison

—
is anatrocity

beyond words. On Monday we published a note from a well-
informedcorrespondentstating that this new methodforprocuring
Irishindependencehadreally beenput inpractice,andhis statement
is nowconfirmed. There is only one comfortin theconsiderationof
thisnew departure in outrage :contagion is a political agent not
easilyhandled,and itis possiblethatthosewhoresortto thismeansof
gaining theirends may find themselveswellpunishedwithoutthe aid
of the law." Butpossibly thoseguilty of this newdepartureinout-
rage were themselves already aware of the danger in question, and
knew also that piecesof linen free from all infection wouldequally
wellserve their purposeofkeeping up and increasing thepanicand
rageagainst theIrish people. The plan,moreover,hitupon is espe-
cially English, anddates from the time of the great plague of Lon-
don, wheninfection was spread abroad by reckless and interested
wretches in many ways.

—
Somestudent of English history has been

doubtlessaccountable for this latest, thoughnot new,andmost hor-
rible idea.

Pressube on our space obliges us to holdover tonext week the
conclusionof thePort Chalmers Presbytery subscriptionlist.

Somebody wants to know whether itis trnethat thePuritans
of Maryland persecutedCatholics.

—
Indeed,then,itis true andwith-

outa shadow of doubt.
—

But persecution wasmuch invogue among
the AmericanPuritans in those days.

—
Here, for example,is apassage

relating toit, we findinthe letterofacertain Anglican,signinghim-
self W.8.C., andwhichis publishedintheBirminghamDaily Gazette.
Inproof of his statement that when the Noncomformists had the
power they persecutedall whodifferedfrom their religious opinions,
neBays :—":

— "For instance, the laws passed by thePilgrim Fathers in
America provided that Quakers should be whipped, imprisoned,
branded, mutilated, transported, and evenexecuted. Accordingly
godly men and women who taught Quakerdoctrineswerepublicly,
whipped,imprisoned,branded with hot irons,sold aaslaves,andat
least twomenandone woman weremost barbarously executed for
holdingand teaching the viewsof the 'Society of Friends/ A few
years before the Baptist Bunyan was imprisoned inBedfordGaol
1fines, whippings, and banishment cleared Massachusetts of its
Baptist population.' MrsHemens evidently had not studiedall the
the chaptersofearly Nonconformity whenshe wrote

—
Aye, call it holy ground,
Thespot whichfirst they trod;
They haveleftunstainedwhat therethey found,
Freedom to worshipGod.

Anyone whohas read the history of theQuakers inthe United States
will be tempted toreadtheabovelines inavery ironical sense."

Owing topressure onour space, we areobliged to hold over to
ournext issuethereportofanable lecture oneducation,delivered the
other day. to the CatholicLiterary Society, InvercargiU,by the Rev.
FatherMcEnroe,S.J.

The proposalof the Archbishop of Cashel very strongly and
warmly made, for anational tributetobepaidtoMr.Parnell,in re-
cognitionof his great personal worth and splendid public services,
wasveryreadily takenup, not only by the Irish priests and people,
butalso by thebishops. TheBishopof Limerickwrote thatMr.Par-
ncll deserved the testimonial. Through good and evil report,said
hisLordship,he hadcontinuedtowork with "matchless energy and
noble devotion for his country's weal," and,he added, the bitter
hatredof lieland'senemies pouredoutupon him inParliament and
thePress gives thecrowningproof of hispatriotism. The Bishop of
Achonry writes inardent admirationof the great leader, and asks,"Shallit besaid that Irelandis unmindfulof the part referred to,
andhas failedtoappreciate records and results inseparably united
with thenameof Parnell?

"
TheBishopof Down andConnor, and

theBishopof Dromore havewritten toasimilareffect.
TheConventionatPhiladelphiais said to have been the most

representativeof thekindeverseen. %It wasattendedbyclergymen,

(Fromour owncorrespondent.)
May,28, 1883.

Thkbe is often, as is wellknown,a prettyconsiderable difference
between the utterancesof a candidatefor parliamentaryhonoursand
those of the same gentleman whenhe considers himself fixedinhis
seat;orperhapshas sometroublesomeconstituents whomhe cannot
afford to alienate, and yet findsitdifficult to conciliate. Idonot
happen tohaveathand the speeches addressedby Mr. O'Callaghan
last year,whenseeking the suffrages of theelectors of Lincoln and '
its neighbourhood, but lamverysure that the attitudehe assumed

"**"
in the matterof Catholic claims re education was such as todraw
foiththe approvalof fair-minded and justice-lovingmen. A change
has, however, come o'er the dream of thehon.gentleman:he has
just addresseda meeting of bis constituents at Prebbleton,andinso
doing seems tohavegot the wrong side of themin more ways than
t>ne, somuch so that themoverandseconder of thevoteofthanks to
him have thought it desirable to publish anexplanationthat they
did sosimply as an act of courtesy to theirmember,batthat they do
not agree with his views respecting thenationalisation of the land,
etc, and that they also believe those views not to be those of the
majority of hisconstituents. However,this does notsomuch concernICatholics generally, as does Mr. O'Callaghan's explanation of his
Ireasons forvoting in favour of Mr.Pyke's Education AmendmentIAct lastsession. True,he says,thathe voted for thebill simply as aImatterof justice, andto satisfy those who werediscontented, butheIexpressly states that, as introduced, the bill, in his opinion,went
Ifarther thanitshouldby placing denominational schools in thesame

positionas Government schools.* He wasonly in favourof acapita*
Itiongrant tochildren whopassedthe inspector from onestandard to

another,andhe votedfor thebill in the hope that this wouldbe put
to fights inCommittee. Heaccepted the Educational Act as itstood,
Iwouldbe verysorryif any dangeroccurred to the existing system,
Iand if he thought thatby voting as he did, he wouldinany way
Ishake it,he wouldnot haveso voted. Hedidnot wish any returnof
Itheformer system,under which they hadsuffered andgroaned;andIthen the exceedingly liberal gentleman— who, be itremembered, is
Istill aclergyman of the Church of England, although he does not
Iappear to holda living— expressedhis convictionthatpeopleBhouldIbe allowed to worshipaman, amonkey, a blue-bottle, or anything
Ielse they please. Catholics will do well to keepa strict eyeon theIdoings of sounstable andeccentric achampionof theircause,
t Mr. Pearson's speech at Ohoka,in which he said he thought it
might be welltogive Catholics £20,000 or £30,000, "to allaytheirIstrongfeeling

"
(Iamat aloss toknow whyhe draws the line here,

Iconsidering they pay some £70,000 or so annually for theblessings
Iof secular instruction), has aroused the ire of the good Protestant
Ilion,andinparticular thatof the redoubtabletheologian and contro-

versialist,Mr. Alfred Saunders, late M.H.E. for Cheviot, and onceIupon a time,Ibelieve,Superintendent of Nelson, who addressed aIletter tothePrest by wayof criticism, which for depth of erudition,
Ibrilliancy of imagination, breadthof thought, keen historical re-Isearch, and generalaccuracy andprofundity is positively marvellous
Iandunapproachable. Iwas so overwhelmedby the consciousness
I(which suddenly burst on me after the perusalof this wondrous

effusion)of my shameful ignoranceanddeficiencies,especially in the
matterof Reformation history, that Ialmost made up mymind to
address ahumble enquiry, as to what would be the lowest terms on
whichthedistinguished author might be induced to impart a few
fragmentsofhis invaluable lore toa miserable ignoramus. Seriously,
Ididat first think of answering this immensely ludicrous"comedy
oferrors,"but refrained,thinking so ignorant and contemptible an
exhibitionof spiteful bigotry must surely prove its own antidote.
Iam themoreglad thatIkept silence, as Mr. Saunders has been
morethananswered—in fact,hasbeenutterlyroutedandexposedbya
writer who, under the name of "Rathkealensis,"has often written
admirable letters to the daily journals (or to the TABLET, also,I
fancy), and has in the present instance devoted much time and
trouble towards the enlightenment of this self-constitutedProtestanthistorian,whoamongstother unfoundedcharges against the"Church
of Rome," accusesherof burning Servetus and his books! Itis a
pity that the letter with the reply canrrttbe publishedinevery Pmj
testantnewspaper in the Colony;they might openthe eyesof matfy
well-meaningbut ignorant people,who firmly take for gospel the
facts of theinfallible Mr* Saunders.

TheQueen's Birthday was kept with the usual loyalty,or per-
hapstheusual avidity with whichan opportunityfor holiday-making
is seized inour city. The miserable weather havingspoiledmuch of
themerry-making, the Volunteers had skirmishing and battalion
drill at New Brighton, andin the evening theArtillery Corpshad a
fairly successful/^in theDrill-shed.

The electriclight at Lytteltonis onlyaverypartial success so
far,and the system is on twomonths' trialby theHarbourBoard.

NEW 2EALANB tA&Lftt, Friday, June 1,1888.
lawyers, physicians, journalists, and mechanics from all parts of
America. A letter was read from Mr. Parnell counselling the
adoption of a platform which would enable agitators in Ire-
land to accept American help, and at the same time aroid
giving a pretext to the British Government for the en-
tire suppression of the National movement in Ireland* It is
theduty of theIrishrace (he wrote)throughout the worldtosustain
the Irishpeoplein the movement for national self-government. A
resolution ofconfidence andacheer wereordered tobe cabled toMr.
Parnell. A vote of confidence in Patrick Egan waspassedforbig
careful custody and management of the Land Leagae funds. A
monster meetingwas afterwards held at Chicago to ratify thepro-
cesdings atPhiladelphiainconnection with formingaNationalLand
League inAmerica.
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