
Of what it is that the "pinchof starvation"is
looked for to drive the Irishpeasantryinto, the
New York Catholic Standardgivesussome notion*
andourknowledge of theIrishpeopleis sufficient
toassureus that even the "pinch of starvation

"
unaided wouldnotbesufficientfor the purpose. The people would
notemigrateevendrivenbyhunger totheutmostlimitsofendurance,
if they hadnot also the hope that by emigration their condition
would bemade better, andwerethey awarethatit is to degradation
andaworsemisery still that theyare forced away. For what is it
they dreadmostof allin the workhouse, into which, inmany in*
stances,not eventhe extremepangs of hunger can drivethem1 It
is the associationwithdepravedandgross characters that they, finrf
theretobeanecessity.— What, then,is the fate to whichtheyotflP"
girlsgo, who, wearenow told,arebeinghurried off by thehundred
from the West of Irelandto workin thefactoriesof Massachusetts ?
This is theanswer we receive from the Catholic Standard:— "The
Senate Committee onEducationandLabour reveals aterrible con*
ditionof things inthe townsand citiesofthat State. It disclosesan
extentof immorality which is absolutely startling to think of. Suffice
it tosay that notonly the obligations of morality but a sense of
decency andshame seem tobe entirely cast aside by largenumbers
of the factory operativesandshopgirls. Asfor thegirls who act as
saleswomen,numbers of themreceiveonly two dollars anda half a
week for theirservices,yet they are expected to dress genteelly as
well asboard themselves. That they cannot doitout of their wages
isplain. Nor are weleft to surmise how they obtainmeans to keep
up appearances." What, thenmust be the fate of the innocent girls
who gofrom theircountry homes, with all the freedom from sus-
picion orknowledgeof guilt thathas come of having been brought
up in the midst of a simple-minded community, whose members
were as those ofone family ? Itis harrowing to think of how they
will find themselvessituated, andof what theconsequence must be,
unless somemiracle intervenes.

—
And this is thecondition of things

letus remark inpassing, which thatpiousCatholic organtheLondon
Tablet is also doing its best to forward, andin favour of which, with
Mr. Trevelyan, it looks with approbation upon the "pinch of
hunger."

The.BirminghamDaily Gazette, an English Pro
teatantpaper,has a leader on "Religion andthe
Rates," in which some very sensible and fair
remarks are made on the education question. It
warnsMr.Chamberlain that,for his own sake,he
bad better leave the Education Act alone,for, if he

succeedsinchanging it,the changemaybe made in adirectionheby
nomeansdesires. Nevertheless,our contemporary says,thepresent
Act presses unfairly on those whohaveprovedthemselvesthe best
friends ofeducation, andhe quotes Cardinal Manning as to the in-
justice with which theeducation rate is given tooneclass of schools
only,nothinghavingbeendone for those by whom thenationaledu-
cationof England wascreated. He refers, again, to a meeting of
Catholics atNechells, where the decision was that the Board School
system really attachedabribe to an irreligious education. "These
remarks," he continues, " which werewarmly applaudedatNechells
haveoften, in substance, been made before, and will doubtless be
heardhundreds of times sgain,until at length the anomalies and
hardships complained of shall be removed by Parliament. The
voluntarysupport of educationhas alwa.vsrequiredself-denial,butis
renderedanoppressiveburden now-a-days by the offensivehandi-
capping ofdenominational schools. The supportersof such schools,
have tobuy sites, erectbuildings, pay teachers, and defray costs of
management outof their own liberality andself-denial;whereas the
secularBoards, composedinmany cases of persons whoneverpaid
anything out of their pockets for education,have exclusive enjoy-
ment andcontrolof the rateaudspend the public money lavishly
uponsites,buildings, teachers,and other details,without ever con-
tributing a penny by their own free gift. Itis idle to tell the reli-
gious peopleof this country to free themselves from the hardshipof
paying twiceoverby closing their voluntary school*. With less in-
justicemight Dissenters in old times have been recommended to
salve overtheirgrievance of paying church-rates by the simple ex-
pedientof closing theirchapelsandattendingchurch. It is mockery
tocalluponearnest Christianstosubmit to send their children to

But let us take another extract from this News
letter's article :—":

— "TheBritishEmpire," he says." is to-day stronginall its parts— indeed it never
was stronger. In Australia, Canada, India, South Africa, New
Zealand, andinnumerousother portions of the earth's surface new
Britains are growing up that are at least as devoted to the Old
Country, as loyal toher flag, andso closely bound to herinterestsas
areEnglishmen themselves." Well, be it so. Bat some exception,
there,nevertheless,is to this most encouraging rule, At the present
moment,for example,inIndiawehave thebestreasontobelieve that
thereis 8 spirit growing whichis anything but favourableto British
rule. The debate on Mr.Übert's Bill, to appoint Natives to the
judicialbench, and the oppositionithas received, have called out a
storm of angeron the part of theNative Press, andin which
veryplain speakinghas taken place. We clip from the correspon.
dence of the limes the following particulars:

— "The tone of the
native papers, with some few honourable exceptions, is generally
violent, and sometimes scurrilous. Thusthe Aiwita BazaarPatrika
has an article on the Bill with the title 'The Empress v. The
Privileges of Cowards.' Anotherpaper theJReis andMaiyat describes
the Calcutta meeting,atwhichall theprincipalcitizens werepresent,
as aneedy and greedy mob of adventurers;andgoes on tosay :—: —
'It is all overnow with the last pretence of peace~thepossibility
or hope of an entente cordiale between native and European.'
Another paperboastingthe titleof Progress,says:

— * Youhaveaccom-
plished a revolutioninIndia,greater thanyouknow of in giving us
anEnglish education. You haveanglicized our ideas,youhave over-
turnedournativeinstitutions ;you speak proudly of your adminis-
tration and education, your rule and railroads.' We value them
mainly as aids to a consummation which perchance you neither
dream of nor desire. They serve tounite the nations of our Con-
tinentalcountry. Finally, then,speaking for the educatedclasses of
the country, wedeclare that weknow what we want, and will never
restcontentuntil weget it. We wanta free andunitedIndia, ruled
by natives. So far as youhelpus towardsthisend, youwill deserve
andreceive our thanks. We havea vision of the approaching time,
when from the Himalayas to Cape Comorina free, educated, and
united country, will cease tobe the plunder ground of aliens.' I
might multiply instances of this, and still more seditious kinds of
writing. But whathas been quotedabove will givesomeidea of the
ebullitionof animcsity towards England to which this most unhappy
Billhas given rise." And again, this correspondentwriting a week
afterwards,March18, reports that the European and Anglo-Indian
Defence Association is being organisedinCalcutta. "The prevailing
irritation," he continues, " is increased by theattitudeof theNative
Press, the greatmajority of the organs of which, without troubling
themselveswithargumentor veracity,mistaking license for liberty,
and impertinenceforindependence,day afterday fill their columns
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withviolentabuseof the leading opponentsof the Bill,and of the
wholeEuropeancommunity." The Governor of Bombay, moreover,
pronounces the expressionof public discontent to be the strongest
andmostunitedhe has everknown, and he contradicts the opinion
thatitis likely toprove transient.— On the whole, then, we have,
evenin India quite sufficient reason to doubt the gushing
statements of theSanFranciscoKent Letter, and quite enough to
show us thatastrict regard to justice and good government alone
will enable theBritishEmpire tomaintainthe strength of which so
much isboasted.

why, we must only conclude thatafter all Jonathan will bow her
ladyship in there when the realscratchcomes.

—
He isnowindulging

injust alittleJoking forfun's sake and thatis all.TheBanFrancisco
Nercs Letter,then, tells us that Americans dote on Great Britain,
and are ready to lose every drop of blood in their veins, in her
service. They are only playing withPaddy for the sake of his vote,
but they will throttle him at any moment thathe treads badly upon
Britannia'scorns,and he is such a fool thatit is easy to humbug,
him, andget that vote outof him inthe very waythatitis desirable
Americans,itseemsare just as delightedat remembering that they
they came straight down from Alfred the Greatand William the
Conqueror,as areIrishmensupposedto be atthinking of how they
haveinheritedtheglories— or the taste for them at least— of King
Brian Boroihme, People says the Newt Letter, who think that
Americansareinearnest when they pat Paddy on the back, and," fool andcajole him to thetopof his bent," have" never studied
thehistory of the longevityof that feeling whichinalllandssprings
from race affiliation, and, in a word, do not realise how much
thickerbloodis thanwater." Andletusremark inpassing, in how
amiablealight this writerrepresentshis fellow-countrymen, aslying
to theIrishsettlers among them whiletheyhaveany object togain,
but ready at a moment to turn upon them and help England in
trampling them under foot.

—
There, at least we are ready to ack-

knowledge,if they will, spokea true son of Britannia,
—

butsofresh
is that well-knownaccent, that we may wellbelieve it was first
picked up within the traditionalrange inwhich is heard the ring-
ing of Bow-bells.

—
Our contemporaries here, however", find in the

sentiments of this writer all that is comforting and delightful, and
whereEngland is concerned ttey think especially that this feeling
thatsprings from raceaffiliation is all that is excellent and com-
mendable.

—
Such a feeling, however, where Irelandis concerned is

anything rather than commendable,and for AustralianColonists to
entertain towards Ireland the conditions of mind that American
citizensmay most laudably cultivate towards England is a very
lamentablething,amatter,as weare frequently told, which must
prevent themfrombecoming a constituent partof the newnation.
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