Friday, May 25, %83,

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

19

—_—

MR. REDMOXND'S VISIT,
——————
’;‘?n following letter has been refused insertion Ly the Wert Coast
mes i —
TO THE EDITOR OF THE WEBT COAST TIMES.
Bir,—Bince the arrival of Mr. Bedmond fn Australia the columns of
the West Coast Times nre nlmost daily filled with one-sided extracts
from the landlord Castle Press of Ireland, and their fsithful hench-
mer among the colonial Preas, obvionsly in order to defame his
character and those of the otber Trish leaders, and to prevent his
mission from being successful. In this conduet there is neither jus-
tice nor hunesty, much less courtesy or hospitality to o respected
member of the Imperial Legislature visiting this distant Colony, and
affords another proof, if proof were wanting. of “ British {air pla;."
which we hear and read so much about. Tt mav be considered ¥
some 10 be conrage aud magnanimity of the hiphest kind to sswii-
sinate the characters of snch noble-minded men as Parnell, Davitt,
Egan and Healy, at a distance of sixteen thousand miles, on the
assertion of the foulest murderer and the most repulsive informer
that ever did the dirty work of the British Government in Ireland,
Irishmen do not expect truth or justice from your lominous evening
contemporary of Aunckland, to which you have Inoked up with mo
much admiration lately, sa it is the organ of a sect which were al-
ways the tools of the d~minant oligarchy of Ireland. But something
more in consonance with liberal principles should be expected from
a paper posing as the cream of liberalism on the West Coast, and tha
opponent of all squattocratic abominations in the CUolony, There is
eralism and liberalism, but tbe liberalism which is confined by
wgraphical boundaries is not worthy of the name, for true liberal.
ism, like charity, is universal. Now, I do not set ont to lecture you
on your right to do those things, as 1 believd yon are as unfitted to
receive any advice from me or any other Irishman, as Irishmen are
to take yours as to the mode and manuer of receiving Mr. Redmond,
if that gentleman do us the honour of paying us a visit. ButI do
claim the right that. in common justice and honesty, you should state
both sidea of the question, and let your readers judge between the
landlords, bailiffs, and emergency men, an the one side, and the
whole Irish people on the other.

Ope of the most ontspoken declarations made by ar Englishman
on the Irish question was made at Leeds in February last, by Mr,
Herbert Gladstone. M.P, He asked his conatituents alwaya to re.
member that wise legislation for Ireland re-acted in every way bene-
ficially upon England, He then proceeded to tell the English
people what no Irichman dare tell in Ireland, # that the Government
of Ireland was one of the most disgraceful despotisms on the face of
theearth.,” After paying an eloguent tribute to the high degree of
civilisation which the Irish people had reached in the early ages of
Christianity and up to the time of the Norman invasion, he chara-
terised the Epglish Guvernment as “ a complete catalogue of political
blunders,” “The repulsive selfishness OF Englich merchants and
traders had crushed Irish mabufactures for their own benefit.” He
denounced the traditions of the Castle, and declared that the con.
fidence of Irishmen could never be given to ap Executive Government
which at times came in contact with the people through the medium of
an * official magisiracy and an Imperial police force,” He dealt guite
as plainly with the subject of Home Rule, As England had given
a Parliament to her great colonies, with the most beneficial results,
and ag she had lost America throngh withholding political freedom,
he thonght there were strong reasone for granting Home Rule,” Such
are the atatements of tbe son of the great statesman who presides
over the destines nf England. Then agsin Mr. Duignan, an Ene-
lieh gentleman speaking ot Walsall in the same month after hearing Sir
Chariles Forster address his constituents, said : ““ Again we are told that
the Irish are 8 most discontented and turbulent race, and that it is im-
possible to govern them. Nothing is further from the trutb, and if
you ask any person who has dealt ameng-t them they will tell you
that if you treat them kindly they are tranquil and easily led. There
are some classes of people who will stand oppression. You may
oppresa the Hindoos, and they wilt not rebel, but the Irish belong to
a race which it is impossible to oppress ; they have Celtic blood
in their veins—the best blood in the world—and when you oppress
Irishmen yon are sure to make them rebellious. Let me point out to
you what ia the state of affairs in Ireland at the present moment.
You fiod freedom of the Press absolutely gone, you find freedom of
speech pone, and you find the right of public meeting gone. In
England the Englishman's house is his castle, but that does not pre-
vail in Ireland ; the Government have the absolute power to suppress
any newspaper, and fine and imprison any editor who writes any-
thing of them, consequently they are exasperated.” I also send you
an article which appeared iu the London St. James's Gazette of
Fabruary 7, written by an English officer totally unconnected with
any.Irish whatever, which I think would be read with astonishment
by some of your readers. With your permission I will make one or
two extracts from it, * Of all the blunders cornmitted by the Castle
Government there has been none so certain to produce diaastrons
results as the latest device, borrowed apparently from the Franco-
German war, of fining whole distriots for alleged ‘bostile attitude,’
robhing struggling and starving pesasants of their scanty earnings
under pretext of defraying the cost of (in most cases wholly un-

wsary) additional constabulary. There is no better contrivance
an the wanton and reckless imposition of an undeserved fine for
converting into dangerounsly-active, though for & time impossibly
covert antegonism, the passively *hostile attitode' which, until his
count:ry regains the self-government that is her right, muast, and will
be the attitude of every honest Irishman towarda the *Castle’
machinery of oppression and repression. . . . And the inventors
of this precious trick are the new-fanged officisls, whose enormons
salarien would be in jeopardy if they could not point at least * hostile
attitude to justify their retention and authority.” ., . . * For-
getting for the time the cynical protection accorded to the uniformed
muarderers of the poor little boys with their toy drums and whistles
at Ballina, and to the bayonetters of prostrate women at Belmullet,
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the most sdvanced of the popuiar journals, led by Fiited Irclend,
vied with one another in clamouring with one aceord for the sweep-
ing of the strange sasassine from the face of the earth,” I shall leaye
to your own discretion to quote any more from thia manly English-
man's outapoken truthfal article.

The West Coast Times pri-les itself on its opposition to the land
sharks of New Zealand. But Lt us suppose that the squatiers of
Australia had appropriated New Zegland and poverned it by &
majority of their own itk from Melbourne or Sydney, that the
Judges, police and army were depending on them for their pay, that
the same squatting government passed a Curfew Act to prevent
honest people in New Zzaland to leave their homes after sunset, that
the police and soldiery could eater and violate the sacrednees of the
virginal or maternal bed-chamber, that the same squatting police
suppressed meetings held to protest against such diabolieal conduct,
LI .'-p repotters of the Press, whose duty compelled them to be

: were arrested and 1mprisoned. and that the leaders of the
pe- rare also obliged to don the prison garb and go into solitary
coofinew :nt, that some men, maddened at such tyranny, murdered
two officials, and that the same sguatting government wishes to de-
stroy the popular leaders by getting hireling ecribes to defame their
character, by attempting to trace in some manner their connection
with the murderers. How would the people of New Zealand act
under snch circamatances? They would, unless they were deprived
of arms as Irishmen are, rise as cne man and banish the squatting
government once and for ever, Aa for the lip loyalty of the Anck-
land Star and its ravings about sedition, I think I may ventare to
say for my countrymen that if ever this their adopted country was
autacked, by any foe whatever, they would rush to its defence, while
rome of the lip loyslists would run to hide their precious carcasses
natil the danger wus over, and then commence afresh 1o calumniate
ite Irigh defenders.—I am, ete., J. J. Crowra,

Ross, April 22, 1883,

MR. CHAMBERLAIN ON THE POLICY OF THE
GOVERNMEKT,

———

AFTER Mr, Parnell had spoken on Mr, Gorst’s amendment to the ads
dress, Mr. Chamberlain, President of the Board of Trade, and other
gentlemen addressed the House, From Mr. Cnamberlain’s speech we
take the following passages :—

It has been asserte 1 agnin and again that I have been a party
to intrigues withio the Cabinet having for their object the expal-ion
of my right hon. friend the member for Bradford. I must say that
a charge of that kind ptys = very poor compliment indeed to my
colleagues in the Cabinet, and to my right bon. friend the member
for Bradford, who is not & man to be expelled by unwoerthy intrigues,
1 am content to refer to the statement of my right hon, friend him-
self, tbat while be was in the Government he was loyally sapported
by all his colleagues. For my own part I have to say that any com-
munications received by me with reference to the Kilmainham trans-
actions were communicated to me instantly by my right hon. friend,
He wag as much a party to all that took place when he was a member
of the Government as | wasmyself. If I haveever differed from him 1
have frankly told him so, and I shonld be ashamed to be a party to
anything like backatairs intrigue or unworthy motive (cheers). In
this case twelve men thought the prisoners ought to be released, and
one man thought not, That is the sole difference of opinion, My
right hon, friend says he knew Ireland and that we did not. But my
right hon. friend was not the only man in the Cabinet who knew
Ireland. The release of the prisoners was supported by Lord Spen-
cet, whose administration satisfies you now (hear, hear). It wassup-
ported by Lord Kimberley, who has also been the sunthority of the
Knglish dovernmeant in Ireland. It was supported by my noble
fricnd the Secretary for War, who formerly conducted the adminis-
tration as Chief Secretary ; and it was supported by Lord Carlingford,
who has also been Chief Becretary, My right hon, friend set his ex-
petlence against those four members of the Cabinet who knew Ire-
land. Well, sir, there is one other object which has been perfectly
evident throughout the whole course of this debate, and that is the
desire on the part of hon, gentlemen opposite to discredit what they
call the policy of conciliation, They take advantage of the excites
ment of the natural indignation which is caused by the disclosures in
Dublin of an assassination conspiracy in Ireland, and they try to
divert that indignation, and to cause the whole people of Ireland to
suffer for it. There can be nothing more nnstatesmanlike than to
refuse justice to Ireland (Opposition cries of * justice ™), ¥Yes, jus-
tice to Ireland (Ministerial cheers), Becanse a horde of assassing
have been unmasked in Dublin we are told by the ex-Attorney-Gene-
ral for Ireland (Mr.Gibson) that we are to rely entirely on the Crimes
Act.

Mr. Gibson—1I did not make that statement,

Mr, Chamberlain—The only effact of the speech of the right
hou. gentleman was that at this time it was orly by a firm adminis-
tration of the Crimes Act and not by remedial measures, that the
difficulty in Ireland could be properly dealt with, The Crimes Act
is for assassins ; it i8 not for the people of Ireland {loud Ministerial
cheers), What message are you going to send to the Irieh people
when the assassins, when the conspirators have been crashed? How
are we o meet the discontent which it is admitted still prevails in
that country ¥ Will it be possible that we can go on governing Ire-
land permanently by a system of absolute repression and nothing
else] How long will that Policy bear the test of experience?! How
long is “ England's danger © to be “ Ireland's opportunity’ ! (Minis.
terial cheers.) How long will the people of this country tolerate
such & poliey as that—involving, as I said on another oceasion, the
existence of a Poland within {our hours of our shores? (Opposition
cries of “Oh!1” and Ministerial cheers.) That policy will break
down in practice, as it deserves to break down (cheers), and then
we shall be face to face once more with what has been called * The
greatest problem of our time.” If your only remedy is repressiom,



