
favour ofTe Kooti,whomight plead the excuseof native barbarism
andasavagenature, whichwould make his deeds less guilty than
thoseof the civilised, evenif plainandunpolished, European. The
creditof the Colony, then,as wellas that ofMr. Bryce, requiresthat
the true versionof this event described by Mr. Rusden may be at
once published.

Butinconnectionwith theoutragesin Irelandand theclamourthat
hasbeenmadefortheleadersof theLeaguetocontrolandjprevent them,
the thoughtpresents itself tous that an impossible claim is made.The leadersof theLeagueareimpotent to control the men who do
these things, andnodegree of denunciation on their part could re-
strainthe commissionof ciime. Themen who commit crimearenot
capable of being restrained by moral influences, and the effort to
persuade them wouldbe wholly thrown away. Were the leaders of
theLeague,indeed,able to followuptheir denunciationsby repressivemeasures, andtopunishcriminals, there would be some reason to
callupon themtoact,and to condemn them as the accomplices of
crimewerethey torefrainfrom action, but asitis they arepowerless.Theymust, indeed,bemore thanhumanif by a word they could con-
trolmillionsof people,and had so gained their confidence that no
manamong thosemillions should hold them capable of making a

Jmistake,orrefuse toaccepttheirdecisioninallinstancesasfinal.— Wild
spirits there areinabundance,and the members of secret societies,
who will look uponthemas cowards,and consider their owndevice
ofviolentmeasures far thebest. Lettheleadersof the Leaguespeak
orbesilent,and these men would still follow their o\ia way. But
letpowerbe given totheleaders of the peopleby which they can
enforce their denunciations, let them have power, in a national
parliament to pass repressive measures as well as denounce crime,and the face of affairs willbe altered. AnIrishParliament wouldbe
still moresevere uponthe evil-doersofthe country, than the English
Parliamenthas been.

—
But it would be soupon the evil-doersonly,

and wouldnot confound the innocent with the guilty,— so that the
whole forceof the well-disposedpeople of Ireland would be brought
tobear uponrepressing crime androoting itout.

INVERCARGILL CATHOLIC LITERARY
SOCIETY.

Aster the ordinary routine.businessof the above Society had been
transacted at its usual weeklymeetingon April23, theprogramme
of the evening, whichwas a debate,"Whether the statesman, thesoldier, or thepoet has contributed most to the well-beingof man*
kind," was next discussed. Mr. Perceval, in the courseof a very
humorousspeech, contended that the greater number of those who
took war for a profession were of a cr lei disposition,and chiefly
actuated by ambitious motives,caringbut little for their fellow-men,
so longas they wereable togain theirdesires. Statesmen werenot
exactly sobad,but werenotto be compared topoets,who werethe
most unselfish of mortals. He gaveseveral instancesof the writings
of ancient and modern poets, which specially appealed to man's
better feelings.

Mr. O'Connor took asimilar view. He said not only does the
poeturgeus tonoblerandhigher ideals,but he also contributes in
nosmall degree toouramusement andinstruction. Whenstatesmen
and soldierswouldbe forgotten,the memoriesof thepoets wouldbe
freshin theminds of their countrymen. Wallace and Brace might
beforgotten by Scotchmen,but Burns'namewould not die out as
long as theEnglish language lasted,neither would that of Moore.
He showed that theideas of poets were not always impracticable,
as oftenalleged,as thepoet and statesman wereoftencombined in
theone person. For example, theleadingpoetof New Zealand was
a statesmanof somerepute.

Messrs. Oakes, Sullivan,andBaxter wereof alikeopinion.
Mr.Dobbie, in the courseof an eloquent speech, argued that

although the statesman and the poet had in ancient and modern
times served mankind,yet the result was innodegree tobe compared
withthe gooddone to thehuman race by thesoldier. Were it not
for Wellington, England wouldbe only aFrench dependency to-day.
What did Napoleon care for the songs of poets,or the sayingsof
statesmen? Russia washovering likeabirdof prey overAsiaat the
present time, andwasonly preventedfrom swoopingdown on some
ofher weakerneighbours by thecombinedarmiesof Europe. Itwas
the soldier whomade the flagof England respected throughout the
world,andestablished thatempireon which thesunneversets.

Mr.Laverysupported theprevious speaker.
The President wasof opinion that the worldwouldhavegoton

withoutany inconvenience in the obsence of poetsor warriors, but
statesmen werealways necessary in the government of the human
race. Ifthere wasany good to be got from reading "poetry,it was
readby so small a number that its effect in improving mankind
would be scarcely noticeable. The theoriesof poets were in most
cases impracticable. IfBussiawas not of an ambitious and warlike
disposition, there would be no necessity for the other Powers of
Europe to oppose her designs on Asia. Had it not been for the
ambition of Napoleonthere would be noneedof aWellington,and
although the latter wassuccessful as a soldier,he was not so as a
statesman.

Mr. Barrett, whilstadmittingthat soldiersandpoetshad donea
vast amount of good for mankind, yet the statesmanwas the true
benefactorof his fellow-men. Itwassaid that thepoetry of Moore,
byfinding its wayinlo the drawing-rooms of English society,had
donealmost asmuch for Emancipation, by disarming theprejudices
andexciting thesympathies of theupper classes of England, as did
the statesmanshipof O'Connell. But this was a solitary example.
Statesmen werenecessary for the proper governmentofa couutry, to
make laws for the protectionof the well-disposed,and the punish-
mentof evildoers. The worldwould neither feel the wantof poetry
or war,bat withoutstatesmanshipall wouldbe chaos.

Mr. Geegan criticisedthe argumentsof those in favour of poets
and warriors, whichhe considered illogical. Good government was
essential tothe well-being of the community, whilst without good
statesmen this could notexist.

Messrs. Hall andCrooks agreed with the last speaker.
On the questionbeingput tothevote, it was found that about

half of thennmberpresent werefor statesmen, theremainder being
equallydividedbetween the soldier and poet.

It may interest your readers that there exists in Invercargill for
the pastnine months, a Catholic Literary Society, conductedunder
the same principle as the Timaru and Christchurch Societies. The
first meeting of the Society washeldon the19tb July,1882, which
was attended by the following gentlemen:

—
Messrs. M. Rooney, D.

R.Lawlor,E.J.Dennehy,M. J.Gavin,D. Bradley,W. J. McKeown,
M. O'Brien, B. Bradley,L.Mclntyre, andE.Laidlor. It was then
unanimously agreedtoform the above Society, having for its object
to create a friendly union amongst the Catholic youngmen, the
introductionofgood Catholic literature,a'so for the improvement of
the members by debates, recitations, readings, etc. The following
members were duly elected to the respectiveoffices:— Rev.Father
McEnroe, S.J., spiritual director; M. Rooney, president; D. R.Lawlor, vice-president;E. J. Dennehy, secretary;M. J. Gavin,
treasurer;B. Bradley, librarian; and W. J. McKeown, steward.
The first important step taken was to form a library fund, and
directly afterwards the Society agreed toorder suitable books from
Mr. E, O'Connor, Christchurch, and Whitaker Bros., Wellington.
The Society lost no time from that date ingetting into working
order, which followed in the shapeof a very interesting debate on
the present discontentin Ireland, and theprogand cons werevery
fairly discussed. The receiptsup to datehavereached thehandsome
sum of £45, including a donation of £5 from the Rev. FatherMcEnroe, S.J. As there is anelectionof officers everysix months,
the following members were duly elected :— M.O'Brien, president;
P. Mulligan, vice-president; J. Weavers, secretary;J. Mclntyre,
treasurer;W. Powell, librarian;D. Bradley,steward. At the last
meeting thePresident(Mr. M. O'Brien), producedseveralcatalogues
of books which he had receivedfrom the local booksellers, and these
have been carefully examined. The members gave thenecessary
authority to thecommittee topurchase thoseapprovedof ; withthe
additionalnumber of books the Society will possess a largeand well-
selectedlibrary,

—
thebooksof whichare from the best authors, and

arevery widely circulatedamong the Catholic congregation. After
the ordinary business had been transacted and onenewmember
elected, and another nominated, the Rev. Father McEnroe, S.J.,
delivered a Bhort but interesting address on the laws of debate,
which was chiefly intended for the edificationofthemembers who
arepreparing to takepartasdebaters on thedifferentsubjects to be
discussed during the winter months. The reverendgentleman was
loudly applauded and received ahearty voteof thanks. Areading
from the "Life of Nelson," by Mr. George Weavers, andan Irish

jiovaicrecitationby Mr. P.Reid,brought amost enthusiastic meeting
r to a close.

A Donaghadeecorrespondentsays:"One of the severest storms
thathas ever been witnessedon thispart of the coast tookplaceon
a recent Saturday evening,but as the gale was from the west,little
damagewasdone topropertyin the townor harbour*

Thebody of awojnannamed McAnally wasdiscovered deadon
the roadside at aplace called Cornamuckla, near Dromore. Evi-
dencehavingbeengiven of the finding of thebody, the jury returned
averdict inaccordancetherewith, and added that they had no evi-
dence toshowhowdeathwasbrought about.

The World of this week contains the followingparagraph:
—

"Only threemonths ago Mr. WilliamO'Brien,M.P., eloquently,and
Mr.T.D.Sullivaneffusively,proposed and secondedthe electionto
theDublin Town Council of their tried and trusted friend of long
standing, Mr.James Carey,LandLeaguer,murderer onhisownBhow-
ing, and, withinthe last few days,"accusing spirit" againstsome of
his associates in the criminal dock. Of course the newly elected
councillor waswelcomedby LordMayor Dawson,inhis most felici-
tousphraseology, tohis seat in the conclave ofpatriotsandpublicans
in the City Hall;and from his well-known close alliance withMr
Parnell,Mr. Biggar, and Mr. Egan it was generally understood in
Landcircles that Mr Carey would in due time be put forwardas a
Parnellite candidatein the Houseof Commons." In all this

—
from

beginning toend
—

thereis not wordof truth. Mr. O'Briendidnot
propose Carey's election to the Corporation; Mr.Sullivan did not
second his election;and neither of them could have proposed or
secondedit, as neither of them is or has beena burgess of Trinity
Ward, for which James Carey wasreturned. We may add thatMr
SullivanneversawCareybut onceprevious to his election, andhad
nothing whatevertodo withhiscandidature. The other statements
of the World areequally without foundation. And this paiagraph
in the World, for which there is not the smallest foundation,ifa
fair specimen of the writing of the English press on the Carey
incident. The most desperate,unscrupulous, andreckless attempts
aremade justnowby English writerstodiscredit the Irish National
party,thehopebeing thatsomeat least of themud flung will stick.
We arenot surprised at this circumstance, for we have long been
awareof thenatureof the fairness of mind with which the animal
JohnBull is said to be endowed;and,moreover,weare not a bit
frightenedatit. Itis,in fact, a sign of coming victory for Ireland,* for itis only atottering cause thatrequires to be buttressedup by
falsehood.—Nation,Nov. 24.
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