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bemade the grounds of legal action. This,however, is a different
thing fromthe issuing of a publication for the express purpose of
making religion ridiculousandcontemptibleamongthemob,and to
gainproselytes, perhapsat theexpense of causing divisions among
families, and certainly at therisk of doing so,and being themeans
of annoyance and suffering in many forms. It is, undoubtedly,
necessary to protect freedom of opinion, but the protectionto be
rationalmust be impartial,andtheChristian sentiment of the day.
may claimashare of consideration as wellas that which is son*

Christian.— We hold,then, thatobtrusive blasphemybeinganoffence
against goodmanners anddecency, and the rights and feelings of
of the Christianpublic, is very justly punished. A feature,however,
in connectionwith this trial,of no little significance, was the fact
that the court and its precincts werefilledwithacrowdwhosym-
pathised warmly with the accused, and who reproached the Judge
on his passing the sentence of 12 months' imprisonmentonFoote
with cries of "Christian, Christian."--The title "Christian," then
begins tobecomeone of reproach in England as that of Bondteif
sard is inParis, and"soruns the worldaway

father's,dealings withhisIrish tenantry haveacquiredfor his house
the right to quarter in their coat-of-arms a skeleton on a fieldof
blood, condemning emigration with which his name must ever be
mostcruelly associated, for the mortality among the exiles of the
Lansdowne estateswillneverbe forgotteninAmerica7 It is, indeed»
amost encouraging tokento find oneof the most extensiveamongst
the absenteeproprietorsof Ireland calling out", that his investment
»o longer payshim, and thathe is a-xioua for theprivilege of being
allowedtolemove his capitalelsewhere. Our Irish absentees were,
infact,usurersof the coarsestkind, and all their attraction to the
country they so long cursed, was that they were able to exact their
murderouspercentage. Now that that powerhas been wrested from
them, they areanxious tomakethebesttermstheycan for themselves,
and begone, and verily the country may wish them God-speed,
althoughtodo so will give proof that there exists there no Bmall
degreeof Christiancharity. Nevertheless,LordLansdowneand the
other lords, of whom there were several; were informed by Lord
Carlingford that they must curb theirimpatience until the effect of
the Bright clauses of the Land Act had been fully tried. Letus
hope,meantime, as the times seemhopeful, thatanIrishParliament
may legislateon thismatter tothe full satisfactionof both landlord
and tenant.

Of the spiritwhich guidedMr. ForsterinhisIrish career,and which
still guides him inhis denunciationof theIrishcause, wehave found
nomoreclear illustrationthan that whichappearedin the Bradford
Chronicle, anewspaperwhich we may reasonably look upon as in-
spired by him,or,at least,as takinghisutterancesandprinciples for
itsguide. CommentingonMr. Parnell'sreply, then, this newspaper
speaksasfollows:— "When Irishmenhave set aside theirevilpaesions
and learnedthe valueof human life; when they pay due respect to
the rights of propertyandobey the law,adoptinglegitimate means
for itsalteration whenitis absolutely wrong,then will havearrived
thetime formoreremediallegislation, andnot till then." The treat-
ment due toIrishmen,then,is tobemeasuredby theirconductrather
than by the justice which is their light 1 And not only isittobe
basedon theirconductbutuponBuch aninterpretationof their con-
duct as may seem fit to men who dislike, and thoroughly mis-
understandthem. Butwhatmust bethought of the Statesmen from
acarefulstudy of whosemotives and actions a journalist is able
justly toderive such views? Meantime Macaulay speaks thus as to
that which is the dueof even anJill-behaved and untutoredpeople1"'

Many politiciansof our time,"he writesinhis"Essay on Milton,""
arein thehabitof laying itdownas aself-evidentpropositionthat

no peopleought to be freeuntil they are fit tousetheir freedom. The
maximis worthyof the fool in the oldstory, whoresolvednot togo
into the wateruntilhehadlearnttoswim, If men are to waitfor
liberty till they become wiseandgood in slavery, they may, indeed,
wait for ever."

Thestateof affairson the Congo seems to grow in complication,
not only FranceandBelgium arerepresentedthererespectively,and
perhapssomewhat hostilely by Messrs Stanley and De Brazza,but
England,PortugalandItalyarealso reported to have shown some
dispositionto haveavoicein thematter. Mr Stanley,attendedbya
company«f Protestantmissionaries who, let us hope, will flourish
andmakeaprofitablesettlementunder theprotectionof this doughty
champion,is at Stanley Pool, wheretwosteamers dividedinto pieces
for the sake of convenient carriage, are being brought on men's
shoulders up theprecipitouscountryon the river'slower course,and
by meansof which, nodoubt, the explorer will be able todefy the
vengeance of therhereditaryboatmen of the stream excited against
him by his shortmethodof dealing with them on his first visit. M.
de Brazza,whoisno friend tomissionaries of any kind,letus add, is,
meantime,advancing also towardsthe river,andalso possessedof a
vessel,intendedfor itsnavigation,

—
having,moreover, for his escort

twodetachmentsof tirailleurs, anda personalstaff of 20 gentlemen
—of whomoneis theson of the famousM.Bochefort. Butbetween
therivalleadersand the sea, there intervenes the power of Portugal
whose claimto the control of the mouth of the river, dating from
timeimmemorial,Englandis saidtohavenowrecognized.

—
Andacom.

mercialexpeditionfrom Italy is, at the same time, said to be ap-
proaching. Itis of someinterest, then, to speculateasto what the
issue ofall this maybe,and as to how the native races are to be
introduced to Europeancivilisation

—
not altogetherimpossibly as the

spectatorsand auxiliaries,on oneside or the other,of the contending
forces of enlightment,

—
of Protestant Christianity, championed by.

Mr. Stanley,andFreethoughtprinciplesdefendedbyM. de Brazza.
Portugal, however, may perhaps secure a footing in the territory
protectedby her for Catholic missionaries,of whom,no doubt,there
is sore need, but whose mission will be made more difficult than
ever.

A TBiAi/ which excitedagood dealof interest terminatedthe other
day in Londonby the defendants'being foundguilty. We allude to
thatof Messrs. Foote,Ramsey, and Kemp,indictedfor publishing a
blasphemouslibel in the Christmas numberof theFreethvnker, and
whichhadbeenpublished,as thepaperitself said subsequently," in
order tocausea stir and carryour ideas far and wide." TheJudge,
insummingup the case,said thatthelegalmeaningofblasphemy was
any" contumelious reproachorprofane scoffingagainst theChristian
religionor theHoly Scriptures, andany actexposing theHoly Scrip-
turesand theChristianreligion to ridicule, contempt, or derision,"
and he denied that there was, in any .of the works of eminent
writeis referredto by the counsel for the defence, anything which
could approach to the illustrations contained in theFreethinker*
But apart from all considerations of irreverence,orof the insult
offered toholy things by such publications as that referred to, it
strikes us as verynecessary toprohibit theobtrusiveissue of litera-
ture calculated to offend the feelings of Christianpeople,orsuch as
may furnish to the ill-disposeda ready weaponof attack upon them.
Todefend theChristianreligion altogether from being attacked is
whatnobody would nowthink of doing. Ina stateof society where
allwereunited Christians, it would be possible and legitimate, we
hold,todo thiß, and webelieve it would be done with usefulness,
not only to save from perversionthe faithof the youngandweak,
but to preservefromdisturbancethe established formof things ;but
where disunion exists among Christians and all forms of religion
aretolerated,it would be absurd andunjust to makeany attempt of
thekind.

—
Evenabreachof theletterof thelaw on thepartofsuch

writersas Shelley,or Mill,orSpencer, or any of those mentioned in
helistbrought forward, couldnotwithout folly and inconsistency

Mb. Bryce inhis speechtheothernight at New Plymouth referred
toa history that hadrecently been published,in which he affirmed
thathe had beengrossly calumniated,andinamanner for whichhe
meant tocall the slanderer to account.— Nor will it be denied by
anyone,when the passageallegedby Mr. Bryca to be calumniousii
readby him, thatavery emphatic remonstrance,and a convincing
proof of thefalsehoodof the accusationbrought against the Minister
is necessary,not only toclearhis owncharacter from a veryhorrible
stain whichhas beencaßt uponit,but to deliver the Colony from the
disgrace ofcounting among themembersof its Government a man
whohadat any time beenguilty of so frightful a deed as that im-
puted tohim. The passagealludedto,andwhichoccurs inBusden's
« History of New Zealand

"
runs asfollows:

"The literary cravers.
forbloodwere soontobegratified on the West andBast Coastsby
eventsof whichsome werenot officially reported, nor told in.Mr.
Gudgeon's 'Beminiscences of War.' LieutenantBryce,who was in
after yearsaNativeMinister, distinguished himself. Some women
andyoungchildrenemerged from a pah to hunt pigs. Lieutenant
Bryce andSergeantMaxwellof the Kai Iwi Cavalry dashedupon
them,andcut them downgleefully and withease. This exploit will
belookedfor invaininMr. Gudgeon's book,which records a rash
and unfortunate affair in which, subsequently (December 28th),
SergeantMaxwell,riding up toTitokowaru's pah, Tauranga-ike, was
shot. But the treatment of the children was not unknown. Dr.
Peatherston, the Superintendentof theProvince of "Wellington, ex-
pressedhis horror; Bangihiwinui declared that he wouldnothave
joined thelocal forces if he had thought them capableof such acts.
He earned thereby the hatred of Bryce, who,long afterwards,when
NativeMinister, dismissed Bangihiwinui from office. Bryce earned
among theMaorisa title which willcling tohim. They calledhim
kohuru (themurderer)." If this,indeed, were true— andlet us hope
not only for Mr.Bryce's sakebut for that of the wholeColony,aswe
said, andperhaps evenfor theBritishnamegenerally, thatitmaybe
speedily andconvincingly provedtobefalse,therewouldbenofurther
need forMr.Bryce toapologisefor shaking hands with TeKooti,or
toexplainthathehad done so onlyin thepublic interests! For,in
thatcase,Mr.Bryce wouldshakehands with a comrade most suit-
ableforhim; or,if there wereany difference,it would be ratherin
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