
Captain O'Shea rose amidstcries of "order
"

from the Minis*
terialbenches, onwhich thehon. and gallant gentleman sat down,
but there being cries of "O'Shea, O'Shea," he rose and walked
hurriedly out of the House as if to obtain jsome document,a move-
mentwhich provokedamusement.

Mr.Parnell— Mr. Davitt wa9 released immediately afterwards
owingtothe representations which weremade by the hon. member-
for Clare. Why wasMr. Davitc's namenot included in this Cabinet
memoranda7 (Irish cheers.) Why was Mr. Boyton'sname not in
included in this Cabinet memoranda? (Renewed cheers.)
who had left Ireland immediately after his release' and
who, it was known, could not return to Ireland withoutbeing
arrested1 Why was Mr. Egan'snamenot included inthe Cabinet
memoranda? (Irishcheers.) Why wasitthatMr. Sheridan's name
was selected for the purpose of attempting tomake out thatI
wasprivy (Irishcheers)— thatIwas privy toandknewof some con-
nectionof Mr. Sheridan's with outrage or attempted outrage? (Hear
hear, from the Irish members.) Sir,Ileavethese questions to be
answeredby Irish members who may have abetter knowledge with
regard to what actually passedthanIhave. Ihope,however, their
significance will be consideredandpondered onby the House. The
righthon. gentleman has asked me to defend myself. Sir,Ihave
nothing to defend myself for (loud Irish cheers). The right hon',
gentleman hasconfessed that he attempted toobtain

—
(hereCaptain

O'Shea wa3 observed re-entering the House with anopen copy of
Hansard)— a declaration or public promise fromme which would
havehad the effect, if given,ofdiscrediting me with the Irishpeople
(Irishcheers). Hehas admittedthathe failedinthat attempt (loud
Irishcheers), and failing in that attempt helost' his ownposition
(cheers). Heboasted lastnight thathehad deposedmefrom some
imaginary positionwhichhe waspleasedto assign tome,butatleast
Ihave thisconsolation

—
thathe also deposedhimself (renewed Irish

cheers). We both fell into the ditch, and Idonot thinkthat inthe
process of pulling the right hon.gentleman andmyself outof the
ditchIhave suffered quite somuch in the opinionof my country-
menas the right hon. gentleman has suffered inthe opinion of his
countrymen (prolonged Irishcheers). Ifthe right hon. gentleman
has deposed me from my position asa permanentIrish politician,I
admit thathe has beenvery successful in that. Ihave taken very
little partinIrish politicssince my release from Kilmainbam. Iex-
pressedmy reason for thatupon thepassing of theCrimes Act. I
said that inmy judgment th<s Crimes Act wouldresultinsuch astate
ofaffairs thatbetween Government andthesecret societies it would
be impossible for constitutional agitationto exist inIreland (b«ar,
hear, from theIrish members.) Ibelieveso still(hear,hear). And
whatis the item of news which waspublishedinthe journalsof yes-
terday cabledfrom America? That Mr.PatrickFordof the Irish
World, whoused tocollect money for thepurposeof sendingit to us

is nowcollectingitfor a verydifferent purpose(hear, hear, from the
Irishmembers). The right hon.gentlemanmay claim itasa part of
his work(Irishcheers). Iregret thatit shouldbeso. Ilook with
theutmostapprehensionto the futurerelations betweenEngland and
Ireland(hear, hear). 1see thatis impossible to stem the torrent of
prejudice which has arisen during the last few days. Iregret that
theofficials charged with the administration of the Act are unfitted
for their post(Irish cheers). lam afraid theright hon. gentleman
thepresent Chief Secretary to theLordLieutenant {must admit that
to the fullestextent (hear,hear, fromIrish members);and looking
rounduponthemember for Bradford,he must say tohimself," Why
amIhere while he is there?

"
(Sear,hear,). Why wastheright hon.

gentleman themember for Bradford, whohad acquired experience
inthe administration of Ireland

—
who according to hisown account

knew everything,althonghhe was invariably wrong(Irishcheers)—
why was he deposedfromhisposition and the right hon. gentleman
Mr.Trevelyan— a 'prentice,althougha very willinghand— placed in
bis stead ? Ifeel,Ithink, thattheChief Secretary to theLordlieu-
tenant mußt say to himself in the words of Scripture," lam not
worthy tounloosebis shoe latchet" (hear,hear). It would have

Impossible, so close was the watchkeptby the gaolersof theright
hon.gentleman, who fulfilled their trusts well and faithfully, asI
know, though attempts to throw doubts upontheir faithfulness have
beenmade. So closely werewe watched that it was perfectly im-
possibletoobtaina copy of that paper,and taking advantage, recol-
lect—and this is what makes his conduct so guilty, anditis this
conduct whichmarkedhis careerwhen he wasChief Secretary

—
and

taking advantage of the ignorance of the members of thisHouse on
Irishaffairs— taking advantage of the prejudices which prevail in
thiscountry against Ireland

—
and, of course, there are always rea-

sons forprejudice when one nation attempts theimpossible task of
governing another— talcing advantage of the trials inDublin, when
somanymenwillhave to face the tribunalconstitutedby the Crimes
Actfor thepurposeofdeciding whether theyshall liveordie— taking
advantage of alltheunprecedentedandextraordinarycircumstances
which surroundus at the present time

—
the right hon. gentleman

selects writingsand incidentssuch asthese for thepurposeof found*
ing anaccusation againßt me, and making me responsible for the
works of others. And, furthermore, be is not only guilty of sins of
commission,— he is guilty of suppressionalso (Irish cheers). Not
only the suggest" falti but the tuggestio veri is applicable'tohis
speech (Irishcheers). The headingof these paragraphs was,Ibe-lieve," Incidents of the Campaign," but the very momentmyhon.
friendthemember forMallow wasreleasedfrom prisonandresumed
controlof hig paper, that very moment the heading disappeared
(Irishcheers). Itis,Isay,infamons and shocking that we should
have such accusations made against us in this House for acts over
whichwecould not by any possibility have the sl'ghtest control
(great Irishcheering). Now,Idonot propose to acceptthe rather
indecent invitation which has beenheldout tome to discuss the re-
cent proceedings in Dublin (bear,hear). Ihavebeen asked togive
anexplanationwithregard tomatters which have been put in evi-
dence at the preliminary investigation at Kilmainham. The right
hon.gentleman the Home Secretary, who is a lawyer of greatemi-nenceand ability, rebuked theright hon. gentleman themember for
theUniversity of Dublin for asking him to go into thesematters
(hear, hear), and expressly declined to go into them. The
right hon. gentleman, however, shortly afterwards loudly ap-
plauded the subsequent speech of his hon. friend when he
invited me to go into these matters, and not only loudly
applauded, but rolled on his seat in ecstacy (hear,hear, andIrish
cheers). Idon't want torefer to the evidence whichis nowbeing
given before thecourts of Dublin,butas that evidence has been by
theDublincorrespondentsof theLondonpapers garbled in themost
extraordinary way,Iwill just refer so far as to state what the
evidenceactually was

—
Imean the evidence which is supposed to

throw suspiciononsome members of the Land League
—

as having
connectedthem with these terrible assassinations in the Phoenix
Park (hear, hear). Now,sir, the statements that were made inthat
direction were made by the approver Carey. There is noneed to
comment upon thatfactby saying that they were statements notof
fact, but of belief. Theyare threeinnumber. Firstly,Carey swore
thathe had meta person in the garb of a priest, that he was in-
troducedtohim asFather Murphy, and that thisman informedhim
(Carey) thathewasgoing down into the country to form abranch
of theInvincibleorganisation. Carey thensaid that he was after-
wards informed, but he did not sayby whom, that this Father
Murphy wasMr. Sheridanof Tubbercurry. Secondly, Carey swore
that some amongst his comrades believed the money came from
America, but others believeditcame from the Land League. This,
again, theHouse wouldbear inmind, was only a statementof belief,
and the House will acquit me of any desire to comment on this
evidence. Isimply quoteit toshow what the evidence really was,
andIam perfectly satisfied to allow the Honse to draw its own con-
clusions (Irish cheers). Thirdly, Careyswore that a woman, whom
he was informed was Mrs. Frank Byrne, wife of the secretaryof the
English Land Confederation, brought him weapons. That, too. is
hearsay evidence. Iwish topointout again that all these statements
of Carey'swould not have been admissibleinan ordinary case, and
would not have been admitted were it not that thiswas a case of
conspiracy, and wereitnot thathe bad sworn that he heard these
statements made by some amongst theprisoners who were charged
with being participators in the1 conspiracy (Irish cheers). That
evidence,Isay again, was hearsay evidence;and,so far aswehave
gone, the thirdstatement, that the woman who brought the weapons
wasMrs.Frank Byrne, has beenabundantlydisproved, for whenMrs.
Byrne was brought over for identification Carey failed toidentify
her, and she was discharged withprofuse apologies (Irish cheers).
The second and the other statements— namely, withregard to the
"ource from which themoney came

—
seems torest onwhat was said

by his comrades, and which lam perfectly willing to admit, and
whichIbelieve to be true

—
that someof these men got cheques for

the supportof their families from the Sustentation Fond whilein
prison. Those cheques,itis right to tell the House, were sent to
hundreds of the families of prisoners throughout the country. It
was the ordinarycustomof the managers of the Sustentation Fund
to give money to the familiesof allprisoners,and veryoftenit was
given to the prisoners themselves, and it was given because the
families of the prisonerswere deprivedof theordinary means of sup-
port by the imprisonment of the bread-winner; and Ibelieve
evidencewill be producedtoshow that Edward M'Caffrey, one of
the prisoners, actually sent back his cheque to the Ladies' Land
JF^gue,and told them thathe didnot belong to the Land League,
"Sat he did not sympathise with their objects, and that he did
nothing that would entitle him to supportout of the Sustentation
Fund. And yet the fact that the Ladies' Land League sent these
mencheques,incommon with hundreds of other suspects throughs
out Ireland,has been put forwardas implicatingus in a grave sus-
picionof having found money for the purpose of committing the
Pooenix Park murders (Irishcheers). Now,sir, withregard to Mr.
Sheridan. A statementhas been made,and very extensivelycircu-
latedin theEnglish newspapers,that Ioffeied the services of Mr.
Sheridan to theEnglish Governmentfor thepurposeof pattingdown
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outragesin the westof Ireland,andconsidered-him s fitpersonlot
the workbecauseheknew all the details.of these outrages. This
statement is basedupon acelebratedGovernmentmemoranda,which
the right hon. gentleman states he famished to his colleagues,and
which they wereinfnilpossessionof at the time when they decided
upon our release(hear,hear from Irish members.) But itis right to
pointout for the information of the English public that the right
hon.gentlemanis directly contradicted with regard to thatGovern-
mentmemoranda and the statements upon whichitis basedby my
hon. friend themember for Clare (hear,hear). My hon. friendthe
member for Clare wrotetoall theLondon newspapers on the 18th
May— that was,Ithink, the day following the publication of the
Cabinetsecret (Irishcheers)by theright hon. gentleman the mem-
ber for Bradford—" The following are the facts. Imyself know
nothing about the organisation of the Land League, butItold Mr.
ForsterthatIhad been informedbyMr.Parnellthe day before that
if the arrearsquestionweresettled that organisation wonld explain
theboon to the people,and tell them that they ought to assist the
operationof theremedialmeasurein thetranquillising ofthecountry.
Iadded thatMr.Parnellhadexpressedhisbelief that Messrs.Davitt,
Egan, Sheridan, andBoyton woulduse all their exertions,ifplaced,
in a positiontodo so, to advance the pacification of the country,
and thatMr. Sheridan's influence was of special importancein the
West,owingto the fact that he had been the chief Land League
organiser in Connaught, while Mr. Boyton had held a similar ap-
pointmentin Leinster. Uponthesepoints," he concluded,"Ikce<7
no moreandIsaidnomore' (Irishcheers). Sothat we at oncecome
tothis that aquestion of gravedisputewithregard toa matteroffact
has arisen betweentheright hon.gentleman themember for Bradford
andthehon.andgallant member forClare(hear,hear). Now,sir,itis
a veryremarkable thingthattherighthon.gentlemanshould not have
mentionedthoseothernames (Irishcheers)*in his Cabinet memor-
anda.

Mr.Forster
—

They werenotmentioned to me ("Oh," fromthe
Irishmembers.)

21


