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impossible, so close was the watch kept by the gaclers of theright
hon, gentleman, who fulftlled their trusts well and faithfully, as I
know, though attempta to throw doubts npon their faithfuiness have
been mside, 8o closely were we watched that it was perfectly im-
ible to obtain a copy of that paper, and taking advantage, recol.
ect—and this is what makes bis conduct so guilty, and it is this
conduct which marked his career when he was Chief Secretary—and
taking advantage of the ignorance of the membera of this House on
Irish affaire—taking advantage of the prejudices which prevail in
this country againet Ireland—and, of course, there are always rea-
eons for prejudice when ome nation attempts the impossible task of
governing another—taking advantage of the trials in Dublin, when
so many men will have to face the tribunal constituted by the Crimes
Act for the pur of deciding whether they shall live or die—taking
advantage of all the unprecedented and extraordinary circumstances
which surronnd ue at the present time—the right hon, gentleman
selects writinge and incidenta such as these for the purpose of fooand-
ing an accusation against me, and making me responsible for the
wurks.o! others, And, furthermore, be is not only guilty of sins of
commission,—he is puilty of suppression also (Irish cheers). Not
only tbe suggestio falsi but the suggestio veri is applicable” to his
gpeech (Irisk cheers). The heading of these paragraphs was, 1 be-
lieve, ** Incidenta of the Campaign,” but the very moment my hon.
friend the member for Mallow wag released from prizon and resnmed
control of his paper, that very moment the heading disappeared
(Irish cheers). Itis, I say, infamons and shocking that we should
heve such accusations made against us in this House for acts over
which we could not by any Yoaaibility have the slightesi conirol
(great Irish cheering). Now, I do not propose to accept the rather
indecent invitation which has been held out to me to discnss the re-
cent proceedings in Duoblin (hear, hear), I have been asked to give
an explanation with regard to matters which have been put in evi-
dence at the preliminary investigation at Kilmainham, The right
hon, gentleman the Home Becretary, who is a lawyer of great emi-
nence and ability, rebuked the right hon. gentleman the member for
the University of Dublin for asking him to po into these matters
(hear, hear), and expressly declined to po into them. The
right hon, gentleman, however, shortly afterwards loudly ap-
plauded the subsequent speech of his hon. friend when he
invited me to go into these matters, and not only londly
applaoded, bat rolled on his seat in ecstacy (hear, bear, and Xrish
cheers), Idon’t want to refer to the evidence which ia now being
given before the courta of Dublin, but as that evidence bas been by
the Dublin correspondents of the London papers garbled in the most
extraordinary way, I will just refer so far as to state what the
evidence actually was—I mean the evidence which is supposed to
throw suspicion on some members of the Land L e—a8 having
connected them with these terrible assassimations in the Phecenix
Park (hear, hear). Now,sir, the statements that were made in that
direction were made by the approver Carey. There iz no need to
comment upnon that fact by saying that they were statements pot of
fact, but of belief. They are three in number, Firstly, Carey swore
that he had met & person in the garb of a priest, that he was in-
troduced to him as Father Murphy, and that this man informed him
(Carey) that be was going down into the country to form a branch
of the Invineible organisation, Carey then said that he was_after-
wards informed, but he did not say by whom, that this Father
Murphy was Mr, Bheridan of Tubbercurry. Becondly, Carey swore
that some amongst his comrades believed the money came from
America, bat others believed it came from the Land League. This,
again, the House would bear in mind, was only a statement of belief,
and the House will acquit me of anv desire to comment on this
evidence. X simply quote it lo show what the evidence really was,
and I am perfectly satisfied to allow the Honse to draw its own con-
clusions (Irish cheers). Thirdly, Carey swore that a woman, whom
ke was informed was Mrs. Frank Byrne, wife of the secretary of the
English Land Confederation, brought him weapons, That, too, i8
hearsay evidence. I wish to point out again that all these statements
of Carey’s would not have been admiseible in an crdinary case, and
would Dot bave been adwitted were it not that this was a case of
conapiracy, and were it not that he had sworn that he heard these
statements made by some amongst the prisoners who were charged
with being participators in the' conspiracy (Irish cheers). That
evidence, I say again, was hearsay evidence ; and, so far as we have
gone, the third statement, that the woman who brougbt the weapons
waa Mrs, Frank Byroe, has been abundantly disproved, for when Mrs,
Byrne was brought over for identification Carey failed to identify
her, and she was discharged with profuse apologies (Irish cheers).
The second and the other statemenis—namely, with regard to the
source from which the money came—sgeems to rest on what was said
by his eomrades, and which I am perfectly willing to admit, and
which I believe to be true—that some of these men got chegues for
the support of their families from the Bustentation Fond while in
Erison. Those cheques, itis right to tell the Fouse, were sent to
undreds of the families of prisoners throughout the country, It
was Phe ordinary eustom of the managers of the Bostentation Fund
to give money to the families of all prisoners, and very often it was
given to the prisoners themselves, and it was given because the
families of t‘he’pnaquers were deprived of the ordinary means of sap-
port by the imprisonment of the bread-winmer; and I believe
evidence will be produced to show that Edward M‘Caftrey, one of
the prisoners, actually sent back his cheque to the Ladies’ Land
ue, and told them that lie did not belong to the Land League,

Ywat he did pot sympathise with their objects, and that he did
nothing that would entitle him to support out of the Sastentation
Fund, And yet the fact that the Ladies’ Land Leagne sent these
men cheqnes, in common with hundreds of other snspects throughs
out Ireland, haa been put forward as imyplicating us in & grave eus-
picion of having found money for the purpose of committing the
Pocenix Park murders (Irish cheecrs). Now, sir, with regard to Mr.
Bheridan. A sfatement bas been made, and very extensively cirou.
lated in the English newspapers, that 1 offeted the mervices of Mr.
Sheridan to the English Government for the purpose of putting down

ouirages in the west of Irsland, and considered- him a fit person for
the work because he knew all the details of these outrages. This
statement i based npon a celebrated Government memcranda, which
the right hon, gentleman states he furnished to his colleagues, aud
which they were in £1:1l possession of at the time when they dgclded
upon our release (hear, hear from Irish members.) But it is right to
point ont for the information of the English public that the right
hon. gentleman is directly contradicted with regard to that Govern-
ment memoranda and the statements upon which it is bassd by my
hon. friend the member for Clare (hear, hear). My hon. friend ths
member for Clare wrote to all the London newspapers on the 18th
May—that was, I think, the day following the publication of the
Cabinet secret; (Irish cheers) by the right hon. gentleman the mems
ber for Bradford—* The following are the facts, I myself know
nothing about the organisation of the Land League, bnt I told Mr,
Forster thut I had been informed by Mr. Parnell the day before that
if the arrears guestion were settled that organisation would explain
the boon to the people, and tell them that thev ought to nssist the
operation of the remedial meaaure in the tranquillising of the country.
I added that Mr. Parneli bad expressed his belief that Mesera, Davitt,
Egan, Sheridan, and Boyton wonld use all their exertions, it placed,
in a position to do so, to advance the pacification of the country,
and that Mr. Bheridan's influence was of special importanee in the
‘West, owing to the fact that he had been the chief Land Leaghe
organiser in Connanght, while Mr, Boyton had held a eimilar ap-
pointment in Leinster. Upon these points,” he concluded, * I kre'r
no more and ¥ gaid no more’ (Irish cheers), Sothat we at oncecome
to this that & question of grave dispute with regard to » matter of fact
has arisen between the right hon. gentleman the member for Bradford
and the hon, and gallant member for Clare (hear, hear). Now, gir, it is
8 very remarkablething that the right hon. gentlaman should not have
me&ationed those other names (Irish cheers)in his Cabinet memor-
anda.

Mr. Forster—They were not mentioned to me (* Ob,” from the
Irish membars.)

Captain O'Shea rose amidst cries of “order® from the Minis.
terial benches, on which the hon, and gallant gentleman sat down,
but there being ories of “(O'Shea, O’Shea,” he rose and walked
hurriedly out of the House asif to obtain ;some document, a move-
mentwhich provoked amusement.

Mr, Parnell—Mr. Davitt was roleased immedisfely afterwards
owingto the representations which were made by the hon. member.
for Clare. Why was Mr. Davitt's name not iccluded in this Cabinet
memoranda! (Lrish cheers,) Why was Mr. Boyton's name not in
included in this Cabinet memoranda? (Renewed cheers,
who had left Ireland immediately after his release’ an
who, it was known, could not return to Ireland withont being
arrested ! Why was Mr. Egan's name not included in the Oabinet
memoranda? (Irish cheers.) Why waaitthat Mr, Sheridan's name
was selected for the purpose of attempting to make ont that X
was privy (Irish cheers)—that I was privy to and knew of some con.
nection of Mr. Bheridan’swith outrage or attempted ontrage! (Hear
hear, from the Irish members) 8, I leave these questions to be
answered by Irish members who may have a better knowledge with
regard to what actually passed than I have. I hope, however, their
significance will be considered and pondered on by the House, The
right hon. gentleman has asked me to defend myself. 8ir, I bhave
nothing to defend myself for (loud Irish cheers)., The right hom,
gentleman has confessed that he attempted to obtain—{here Captain
O'Shea was observed re-entering the House with an open copy of
Hansard)—a declaration or public premiee from me which would
have had the effect, if given, of discrediting me with the Irish peopla
(Irish cheers). He bas admitted that he failed in that attempt (lond
Irish cheers), and failing in that attempt he loat his own position
{cheers). He boasted last night that he had deposed me from some
imaginary position which he was pleased to assign to me, but at least
I have this consolation—that he also deposed himself (renewed Irish
cheers). We both fell into the ditch, and I do not think that in the
process of pulling the right hon, gentleman and myself outof the
ditch I have suffered quite so much in the opinion of my country-
men as the right hon, gentleman has suffered in the opinion of his
countrymen (prolonged Irish cheers). If the right hon. gentleman
has deposed me from my position as a permanent Irish politician, I
admit that he has been very successful in that, I have taken very
little part in Irish politics since my release from EKilmainham. Iex-
preased my reason for that upon the passing of the Crimes Act, I
said tbat in my judgment the Crimes Act would resnlt in such a state
of affairs that between Government and the secret societies it would
be impossible for constitutional agitation to exist in Ireland (hear,
hear, from the Irish members.) I believe so still (hear, hear), And
what is the item of news which was published in the journals of yes-
terday cabled from America?! That Mr, Patrick Ford of the Irisk
World, who used to collect money for the purpose of sending it to us
is now collecting it for @ vary different purpose (hear, hear, from the
Irish membera). The right hon, geotleman may claim it aaa part of
his work {Irigh cheers). I regret that it shonld be so. Ilook with
the utmost apprebension to the future relatione between Engiand and
Ireland (hear, hear). 1see thatis impossible to stem the torrent of
prejudice which has arisen during the last fow days. I regret that
the officials charged with the sdministration of the Act are nnfitted
for their post (Irish cheers). Iam afraid the right hon, geatleman
the present Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant must admit tpat
to the fullest extent (hear, hear, from Irish members) ; and looking
round upon the member for Bradford, he must say to himself, * Why
am I here while he is there 1" (Hear, hear). Why was the right hon,
gentleman the member for Bradford, who had acquired experience
in the administration of Ireland—who according to his own account
knew sverything, althongh he was invariably wrong (Irish cheers)—~
why waa he deposed from his position and the right hon. gentleman
Mr, Trevelyan—a 'prentice, alihough a very willing hand—placed in
his stead ? I feel, I think, thal the Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieu-
tenant must say to himself in the words of Secripture, #Iam not
\ worthy to unlooes his shoe latchet™ (hear, hear). It would have




