
The London correspondent of the DublinDaily
MB.TBEVELYAN's.Ecpfmgives as a specimenof Radical manners,

PET but byno means theworstspecimen, the conduct
assistant, of anEnglishRadicalmember who,whenshowing

some friends around the House of Commons the
other night, exclaimed,soas to attract general attention,at seeing
Mr.ForsterandMr. Trevelyan within a short distanceof each other
inthe lobby, "That is OldBuckshot, and the other is Young Buck-
shot." Butwhatevermaybe the aspectof theRadical member'scon-
dnct fromamannerly pointof view,there is little donbt that such as
Mr.Forster was during his hour in Irelandsuch hasMr.Trevelyan
rapidly become. The heartlessness of the office he holds— twice
cursed inthe injury itinflictsonhim who fills it andon those over
whomhe is set,has gainedground inhis casealso,andhas left him
theruthlessministerof a cruel system,and thepitilessoppressorof
thepoorand miserable. An extractor twofromaspeech made by
him the other day will,however,be enough to prove how gentle is
theman to whosehands the famine-stricken peopleof Ireland are
now lookingfor aid.— Butif they lookthere forbread they shallhave
astone, andasnake willbegiven theminsteadof a fish. Mr. Trevel-
yan, then, findsthat the workhousetest is that by which thepoverty
of the people,ormoreproperly the degreeofstarvationthey are able
tosubmit to, may.bestbe tried. He brings forward the figures of
1849, when the number of people receiving outdoor relief was
784,000, a number that was reduced to 12,000 in a few months,
when the outdoor relief given was stopped, and the people
were forced to go into the poor-house. That, however, by no
means proved that the outdoor relief was not still
needed, and sorely needed, but it showed the willingness
ofthepeopletobrave deathitselfrather thanbear thehorrorsof the
workhouse,aplace where their humanity wasoutragedand the life
that wasprolonged to them was dearly purchasedat the sacrifice of
allthat made life worth living.— Have we not ourselves seen the
misery that wasborneratherthan that those condemned toit would
kaverecourse to theworkhouse,andhave we not heard thetruede-
scriptionsgivenof that institutionby those who had been driven to
takerefuge there ? But for those whohaveneverhad themeansof
learningwhatit was, and is, thereis the descriptiongiven, withouta
wordof pity,or withoutafeelingof anything buthatred towards the
poor,by thebrutalCarlyleofwhathesawat Westport,anditshouldbe
sufficient to tellany intelligent manwhat is thenatureof the indoor
relief that theGovernmentprovidesfor the Irish poor. As for those
ofus whohaveheardof theplaceinquestionfrom thepoor themselves,
and witnessedthe shrinking agony withwhich they wereforced toap-
proachitsdoors,we cannot eventhink of it,aftermany years,without
indignationandaburning heart. But"Young Buckshot's"cheerful
test, by whichhemeasures thedegree of famine the Irishpeoplecan
Buffer andstill live,is the following: "In 1847, when the people
began tofeel thepinchof starvation, they went most readily to the
workhouse. They werebegining to do so in 1879, and woulddo so
nowif they werenot advisedtodootherwise." The "pinch of star-
ration

"
is wellavailedof,andadmirably servesas thehell-houndby

whichthis officialandhisGovernment drive thepoor into subjection
totheir will. Why,;hardly the famouscustodian who turned thekey
inthe door of the Tower of Hunger itself could have surpassedin
Stoicism theman whomade such an utterance unmoved. But is it
notasacredduty that every Irishman, we had almost said every
Christian man, owes to humanity to labour with all his might
to free the people from this ancient bondage that shows no
signs of relaxing the cruelty of its spirit? And as to whatthe "pinch of starvation

" is, thatthe people will bear we find aninstanceathand, and it also gives us an illustration of what the
refuge is that theGovernmentprovides. A woman, then, at CloWJrilty,namedKeohane,hadclung toher cabin, notwithstanding the

Anothersign of the times, andaverynotableone,was the motion
by Lord Lansdowne, in the House of.Lords on March sth, fora
Royal Commission, toreport as to themost effective means of form-
ingby purchaseapeasantproprietory inIreland,whichhisLordship
declaredto be necessary for theinterests of landlords,aswellas for
thoseof the State. The presentfacilities,he said,.werenotsufficient
tobring aboutsuch a condition of things, andit would thereforebe
desirableto increase them. Relief by emigration, he added, would
be a slow process, and, with a view to the amelioration of the
peasantry,and amendments inlocal governmentsoon tobe made,it
wouldbe well toestablisha largebody of mencultivating their own
freeholds. He also added, and in this we no doubt find the true
motive of hisproposal, that the lecent legislationhadso depreciated
the value of landinIreland thatnoone wouldlendmoney onit,and
no onebut Irish tenants wouldbuy it.

—
Had his Lordship only said

further, that,now their power of exactingrackrents had been, taken
fromIrishlandlords,their chief interestin their property waslost to
them, he wouldhave exposedhis wholetmind on the subject.

—
But is

it not aremarkable thing to find this nobleman whose,' or whose
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never couldbe avowed, it wasurged by nopersonalrevenge. The
motive,intheirmiserably pervertedintelligence, was thehope todo
somegood to theircountry. Alas the country where minds may be
towarpedtodeeds of cowardly cruelty 1 But let the lessonbe tous
to change that manner of government which turns men to wild
beasts; togive those real institutions of free government which in
othercountries we canseeclearly enoughare the sole remedy against
conspiracy andassassination; toadmit the Irish people, unstained
by the crimeof a fewindividuals, tothosepowersof self-government
whichshall rangethewholepopulationon the side of Government.'
Mr.Forster'svictory, then, whichhas led to such an imbecile, and
childishcry of triumph in theanti-IrishPress— but which has been
correctly seen throughby the eyesof unprejudiced Englishmen, and
has produced,especially, so plain and powerfula statement of the
truthas that of Mr.Boyd Einnear, may bereckoned at best with
that of theconqueror of oldwhocried, "Onemore such victory and
lamundone."

—
And yet hardly even that, for, after all, that-wasa

real victory, though a destructive one, while Mr.Forster's palm
might have been stitchedupby the most paltry manufacturer of
Artificialflowersthateverlived.

pinch of starvationwhichhadfor some timeheldher andher family
initstightestgrip. But still,she said thatif she went totheUnion,
andgaveup her littlecabin, shecouldnot getitbackagain,andeven
thismiserablebeing, it seems,dared,although contrarytothebehests
of Britishlaw inIreland,tocling to the thoughts of home and its
associations, wretchedasthey were.

—
Is therenot some errorin the

creationthathas notprovidedfor the loss of human feelings when
the being becomes too poverty-stricken tobe able tosupport them
properly ?

—
or,at least,British, law in Irelandseemsbased' onsome

such doctrineas this. When this poor woman, however, gave birth
to achildasBhelay without foodor raiment onsuchabedaswemay
imagine, if our imaginations have been sufficiently schooledin the
surroundings of the wretched, andinaddition the flood came into
her hut, she wasremovedtothe workhousehospital.— Andhow was
she treated there? Well, she wasdrivenby "thepinchof starvation"—

Mr.Trevelyan's favouritehell-hound,wherewithhe woulddiscipline
thepoor,toher death. She wentto the workhouseonThursday, and
onTuesday shewasdead of neglect,

—
neglectedinsoul as wellas in

body, for they couldnot even findamessenger tobring the priest to
give her the comforts of her religion,as she wentout of thelife in
which shehadbeensohardly used. When Radical members, then,
orany others,pointtoMr.Forster and Mr. Trevelyan, they may in
futuredistinguish the youngermanashe who, to the buckshot and
coercion of the elder, has added the "pinchof starvation

"
as the

meansof subduing thepeople, and making them law-abiding, and
thefaithful, loving subjectsof Britishrule inIreland.

Among the signs of the times whichitis agreeableto mark,and as
indicating that,however violent has been the denunciationof the
leaders of the Irish League, their steadfastness and per-
severance inthe face of all obstaclesare beginning to tell on the
mind of England, we hail the following paragraph, which we clip
from the London correspondence of our contemporary the Otago
Daily Tvmes:"So inviting is the openingfor a general and spirited
assault onParnell that few persons care to consider whether ornot
theattitudeof theHome Rule leader is consistent with the political
theorieshe andhis party have all along avowed. They ask

— Why
doeshe not denounce Irishcrime? Why has hetakenadvantage of
it? One reason,atleast,may begiven. The persons whocallupon
him to denounce Irishdisorders arethose whobelievethat these dis-
orders proceedfromthe incorrigible depravity oftheIrish character.
IfParnell joinedinwith them, that would be taken tomean thathe
accepted their view without reservation. He will not risk such a
misconstruction. He is the exponent of a party who believe

—
un-

reasonably perhaps,butquitenaturally— that the Irisharenot worse
thanother people,but worsegoverned. His attitudedoesnot neces-
sarily imply sympathy with crime. He might deplore Irish out-
rages as aneffect of English rule, but nobody would listen to the
qualification. What canhedounder these circumstances but let the
outragespointhis moral and fulfilhis prophecy? In that sense he
has takenadvantage of them, Itis not Irishmen only whoassign-a
deepercause toIrishatrocities than a wantonhabitof dirking. More
thana century ago, Junius summedup thus the Irish questionof his
day :'The peopleof Ireland havebeenuniformly plunderedandop-
pressed. Inreturn they give you eve~ry day freshmarks of their re-
sentment.' That occurs inhis letter to theKing. A modern writer
onpolitics laysitdown asageneralprinciple,applicabletoall times
and countries, that theimposition of laws onapeoplewhoareaverse
to them, orunprepared for them,results in an enduring opposition
betweenthepeopleandtheGovernment,whichis incompatible with
allpolitical andsocialprogress, and constantly threatensrevolutions
andspasmodicchanges in thepersonality of the rulers. The papers
of yesterday contain a long letter from Captain O'Sheain defence of
Parnell. Itcomes like a still small voice after the hurricane of
abuse to which thatmuch-enduring manhas been subjected."
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