
Wednesday.

A trialwasmade on Saturday, in the Cavershamtunnel, of the
effectofluminous painton arailway carriage. Itwas foundthatby
meansof thepaintpassengers could seeoneanother distinctly, and
anopinionwas expressedin favour of having it used generally for
thepurpose inquestion.

The MatauraEnsign says that Mr. Howorth, County Engineer,
accompaniedby Mr. Arthur,ChieE Surveyor, Dunedin, will shortly
visit Waikaia,for thepurposeof deciding upon the most necessary
roads tobe constructed to openup theblocksof educational reserves
shortly tobe offered for sale and lease.

At the opening of the session of the Otago University last
evening,'a portraitof Mr.J.Hislop, whichhad been subscribed for,
waspresented to the Council by Mr. Stout.

The thoroughbred horse Palmbearer, which ran second in the
Derby three yearsago, died during the voyageout in theHalcione,
by which it had been consigned to Messrs. Clifford and Weld, of
Flaxbourne.

Mr. GeorgeBennett,averyold and much-respectedWellington
citizen,has offeredtohand over tothepromotersof theHome for the
AgedPoor three acresof landintheneighbourhood of Wellington as
a Bite for theHome.

AHongKong telegramreports that China is much excitedby
the French action towards Tonquin. The French men-of-war have
been warnedof anattack of Chinese, andhavebeenorderedtokeep
watch on thecoast.

Mr.Gladstonewill move that precedencebe given tothe Affir-
mationin Lieuof Oaths Biliin theHouse of Commons.

The Shag River is flooded, and theNaseby coach couldnot cross
it to-day. Theheavy rain inthePalmerston district has hinderedall
kindsof farm work.

The flood at Albury washed away a blacksmith's shop, and a
family named Cowper had a narrowescapeof being drowned. At
Washdyke several families had to be takenfrom dwellings on horse-
back in the middleof thenight. Considerableloss of live stock is
reported,and itwill be still heavier if the raindoesnot sooncease.

Mr. J.O'Connor, a prominent Parnellite resident at Cork,has
been imprisonedfor refusing to give evidence before the secret in-
quiry which is beingheldatDublinCastle.

A letter addressedto Mr.Forster,containingexplosives,has been
discoveredby thePost-office officials, whostoppedits delivery.

Professor Walker, who was drownedat Auckland yesterday,waa
a single man of 26, a fellowof Queen's College, and second wrangler
in 1879,who arrived a fortnight ago to occupya chair of Mathe-
matics andMathematicalPhysicsin the AucklandUniversity.

TheGovernmentscholars at Hokitikaareinimminent dangerof
being perished out by a want of fuel. The committee,which has
beenunsuccessfully sued for £17, for coal supplied to the schools,
haveno funds,andunless theBoard willprovide themwith money
for the purpose in question, the schools will be closed.

—
But why

couldnot each child fetch its own shovel of coal,as Irish school
children used eachtocarryits own sod of turf.

Mrs. Doloughty, widow of the man for whose murder poor
Francis Hynes wasunjustly hanged, is on her waywithher family
toPort Chalmers

—
a sum of money,of which Mr.CliffordLoyd con-

tributed £50, havingbeen subscribed for her. Itseems the woman
wasboycotted by her neighbours after the executionof Hynes,and
this, althoughperhaps in somedegreeexcusableina neighbourhood
where the innocent youth hanged had many friends, was very
lamentable. Itwould, weneedhardly say,bequiteinexcusableand
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Mr.M.W.Green, M.H.R.,has writtento the Observer denying

the statements made as to his having calumniated the Auckland
settlerswith respect tothe Waikato war.

BishopCowieproposes that the Costley estateshould notbesold
butdivided,so that the variousinstitutions may secure the unearned
increment.

Judge Richmond complains that without a balance-sheet it
is impossible for the judges to ascertain abankrupt'sprior position.

The Gazettepublishesregulationsproviding for theclassification
of prisoners,whomay raise themselvesbygoodconduct, withincrease
of privileges,and gratuities tobepaid to themonleaving gaol. No
smokingby prisoners will be allowedinfuture.

The ItalianPress denounce the annexationof New Guinea as a
usurpationofthe fruits ofItalianexploration.

Ablast withhalf a tonof Mackley and Lejohn'spowderbrought
down 15,000 tons of stone at Mr. Nicol's Caversham quarry on
Saturday.

There is a probability of war between France andChina on
account of Tonquin.

The Queen has instituted an Order of theBoyal BedCross, for
nurses of the woundedinaction.

On the evidence of- informers numerous arrests in connection
with the conspiraciesarebeingmadeinIreland.

The IrishConvention at Philadelphia have concludedtheirBit-
tings,andadjournedindefinitely. Before adjourning a motion was
adopted,denouncingEnglish rule in Ireland; urging the banding
togetherofIrishmeninAmerica and Canada for the purpose^ of ob-
taining autonomy for Irelandby lawful means; recommending the
organisationof a NationalLeague; andresolving toco-operatewith
Mr. Parnell inhis efforts toobtainredress of the Irishgrievances.

Tuesday.

TheRailway Commisssioners arrived at Kumara. on Saturday
sight, andhaving inspected thediggings country went to Hokitika
on Sunday afternoon. They were to return to Kumara and take
evidenceyesterdayevening,and thenproceedtoGreymouth.

The Christchurch AcclimatisationSociety will apply to the New
Zealand Shipping Company for aid in importing humble bees as
fertilisers of redclover.

RichardBowen,who was injured last week by a steam-engine,
died inthe ChristchurchHospitallast night.

The house occupiedby Mrs.G. Thompsonat Temukawasburned
down yesterdaymorning.— Insurance, £100, intheNew Zealand.

The Canterbury rivers are rising, and serious floods are
threatened.

HannahDaleywas fined£10 andcosts,o^l4days'imprisonment,
yesterday,at Oamaru, for slygrog selling.

The Oamaru Times complains that theseason is the woratknown
inthe district for10 years. Besides injury done,farming workhas
beendelayedby the rains.

GeorgeDowling,of EmeraldHill,willmatchEdwardBlackburn
against eitherGeorgeRobertson, championof Australia,or Professor
Miller, championof theworld,or any other manin theworld,Border
style, for £100 a-side. and the championshipof Australia.

The Dunedin Times says:The Dunback contract, for which
tenders arenow invited,consists of twoanda-half milesof formation,
and theconstruction of fourbridges on thePalmerston-Waihemoline
of railway. The contract extendsoverfivemiles and 50 chains and
includesa number of culverts and crossings. Two of the bridges
haveonespan of 60ft. and two of 13ft. each,while the others are
somewhat smaller. The work extends as far as the junction of
Macraesroad,anditis tobe completed within 10 months from the
acceptanceof thetender.

Atameetingofthe subscribers of the Dunedin Athenaeum,held"
lastnight, anamendment wascarried recording the opinion of the
meetinginfavour of the immediateestablishment of a public library
in the city. Themajority of themembers presentwereadverse,and
veryproperly so,tothe proposed merging of the Athenaeum in the
library.

A mannamedJohnWyllie, who, onhintsbeinggiven as to his
havinghad something todo withthemysterious shootingof William
Chirm,neartheWaiau River,somemonths since,endeavoured tohave"
aninquiry undertaken,is reportedtohavebeen found shot through
thehead,as Chirm wasshot,atBellemont station,Waiau.

Arab fanatics haveattacked the Greek residents at Poit Said,
and had not British marines been landed from the ships of the
Mediterranean fleet, it is belived a serious massacre would have
taken place.

The Fenians will blow up theLondon Guildhall on May 6, and
O'DonovanRossa, ata causus of thedynamite faction,has declared
thatplans for further outragesaremature.

—
No doubt they will be

publishedallin good time,so thatfolk may get outof the wayof the
explosion; butastoRossa we may wonder,with Trinculo," that a
monster Bhouldbe such anatural 1"

Christchurch railway station is to be lit by electricity. One"Giilder" light tried on Saturdaynight provedmost satisfactory.
Sir Win. Jervois has pronounced the Waitemata-Manukau canal

ofinsufficient importance to warrant a large expenditureatpresent.
The Russellpolice latelyhavebeen making a raid on sly-grog

sellers, anumberhaving started selling when the prohibitionwasin
force against theNatives obtainingspiritsatlicensed houses.

The annualmeetingof theNapierJockeyClubtook place to-day.
Thereportshowed the totalnumberof members tobe 128. The total
receipts for theyear were £4564 ; the amount paid away instakes
was £2726, andthere wasspentin improvements £429. The revenue
derivedfrom ownersof horses was £2453. Thereportrecommended
that for the future, in formingprogrammes, owners should be more
liberally dealt within thematterof nominations.

A Chinese gambling-house was discovered in Wakefieldstreet,
Auckland, this morning. A Chinaman who bad lost £70 at fantan,
andrefused topay,sayingbehadbeen cheated, was detainedthere
as aprisoner untilliberatedby thepolice.

The trialof Fitzharris for the Phoenix Park murders has com*
menced,

Professor Walker and Tucker, ofthe AucklandUniversity, wer
boating,and theirboatcapßized, Professor Walker being drowned"
Mr.Tucker gotashorewith difficulty.

AnOrchestral Society is about tobe formedinDunedin.
The British Government are expected to apply for theextra-

ditionof anumber of AmericanFenianssaid tobe implicated in the
doings of the-Invincibles.

Keefehas been executed for themurder atCork.
The heavy rains having injured the railwaybetween Waimate

and Timaru, through traffic betweenDunedinandChi-istchurchhas
been suspended. The express from Dunedin to-day only wentas
far as Oamaru.■

C. E. Dudley has been committed for trial at Kaiapoi,ona
charge of embezzling moneybelonging to the HarbourBoard. He
is also accused ofmalpracticewhileactingas townclerk.

The ChristchurchDiamond Company's sharesAre ata premium,
and the stones foundare generally believedto begenuine.

Mr. Trevelyan has stated, in the House of Commons,that a
wide-spreadconspiracy tomurder has been discoveredinClare.

So many of the Irish prisonershave volunteeredtobecomein-
formers that the Government are seriously embarrassed inselecting
those whomthey will accept as Queen's evidence.

The American branch of the Land League haveadoptedthe
Philadelphiaplatform.

Heavy rains and floods are reported from Canterbury
—

there
being four and a half feet of waterin themain streetof Tetnuka.
The express from Christchurch has been stopped atOrari and the
south trainatMakikihi.Between OrariandRangitata a considerable
portionof the line has been washed away,anditis feared that the
bridge over theHindsRiver will go.' The expressfrom Christchurch
to Dunedin was stopped at Ashburton, most of the passengers
returning to Christchurch. It is expected that theline willnot be
ready for traffic for at leasttwodays. The bridge over the Selwyn
is also said tobeindanger.

The grocery storeofMr.D.Stranaghan, Victoria street, Christ
church, wasburned down this morning.

—
The adjacent unoccupied

shop b^ing also destroyed,andonebeyond it damaged'considerably.
The fire is supposedtohaveoriginated in Stranaghan's office, where
a fire wasburning whenhe went to bed. His insurances amounted
to £1150— the luss being about £300 in excess of that sum. The
buildings belonged to Mr.Dearsley, and wereinsured for £550.

GeorgeClark, thedefaultingclerkof the Vincent County Council,
has beenremanded,pending anexaminationof theCountybooks.
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