
availthemselves of this for thelast fifteen years,orsince thePolyne-
sian labour trade was establishedby them, but thereis someground
to believethat the Imperial Governmenthave also, from time im-memorial, foundituseful to themselves.

Aproposof Ogden and Sutherland, the Tasmanian murderers,
having been rabbiters, agentleman writes to the Hobart Mercury
quoting the testimony of the late Chief Sheep Inspector for theColony to theeffect that rabbiting is an occupation injurious to the
morals of the lads whoarc habitually engaged in it. But weshould
havi thought the fact was obvious, and hardly rtquired to be ex-
plained. Anydesultory,unsettled occupationof thekindmustneedsbe deleterious, andof a degrading tendency.

Themedals of the Anglers' Association have been awarded as
follows:—Acclimatisation Society's silver medal for bait-fishing in
the Shag River on the3rd March,Mr.William"Webster, for abasket
weighing141b.12oz. Inthe competitionof 23rdMarch,Mr.Webstertook first prizewitha basket weighing 141b.20z., takeninthe Shag
River;and Mr.B.J.M'Kenzie, jun., second prize with a basket
weighing7Jlb., takenin the Waitati. Mr. S. Thompsonhas obtained
the goldmedalpresentedby theAcclimatisationSocietyfor fly-fishing
inLee Streamon30thNovember,hisbasket weighing41b.soz.The CluthaLeaderreportsacase of supposed incendiarism,by
which 400 or 500 bushels of oats weredestroyedin the stackyardof
theMessrs. Smaill,atInchClutha,onSaturday.

The PalmerstonTimes reports favourablyof the results of thethreshing inits district— the yieldbeing for themostpartup toex-pectations.
—

Ploughing has beenalreadybegun.
The first meetfor the season of the Otago hounds takes place

this afternoonat Mr. Hungerford's,Waikari. We wish the sportsmena"southerly wind, anda cloudy sky,"— or whatever, instead, may
be conducive in these latitudes to the successful chase of a redherring.

One of our daily contemporaries understands thataneffort will
bemade to forma company fromamong the debenture-holdersand
creditors of the Peninsula and Ocean Beach Railway Company to
purchase theconcessions and plant, and by working the railway, to
eventually recoup themselves the lobs they have sustained through
the company suspending operations.

Somebody is reported to have made use of his umbrella last
night in anything rather than a sheltering manner towards a
borough councillor atMornington. Itis supposed that a particulardescriptionof the affair will be given to someone" or other of ourmagistrates, and,nodoubt, it will prove entertaining.

Mrs.Fuchs, jun.,of the WellingtonHotel,Christchurch, had her
footbadlycrushed atLytfcelton,betweena pile of the jetty and thegangwayof thesteamer Wakatipu, which hadreturned from an ex-
cursion to Akaroa. She wasconveyfd, under the careofDrs.Robson
andBakewell, to Christchurch, where part of the injured foot was
amputated. The young lady is adaughterof Mr. Krull,of Dunedin,
and has not longbeenmarried.

The Hon.Mr. Rollestonehas pronouncedthe conference between
the CanterburyM.H.R.'s and theWest Coast Railway League veryinopportune,inview of the fact thata Commissionis now enquiring
into the matter.

The iAjttletonTimes statesthat a significant, butnot very reas-
suring, sign of the times wasaffordedby the fact thatno fewer than
76 menappliedat the office of a commission agent in Cathedral
Square onThursday morning, in response to an advertisment for
threemen to workat theBelfast ChemicalManure Works.

Aninnocent individual yesterday evening stole a bundle of hats "
fromMr.Master's shopinPrinces street,andshortlyafterwards,with
achildlike simplicity, returned tosell them there. Itis needless to
add that he wascordially received,— taken in, indeed,and done for
on the spot.

The CanadianLand Company offer to locate10,000 Irishfamilies
in that country if the English Government will lend a million of
money for thepurpose.

At Auckland,Mr.MontaguSmithhas purchasedHippodamia for
345 guineas.

SquireFlockton,amanaged 50, incharge of the Guano traffic
onJuror'sIsland, has committedsuicide while suffering from sun-
stroke.

Mr.AllanM'Lean,ofNapier,has purchasedfrom the New Zea-
landPedigree Stock Company a seven-months-oldbrown filly, atthe
priceof135 guineas.

The thirdsonof Mr. Ferguson, tailor,aged six years, accidently
fellinto theWesportRiver yesterday afternoon and was drowned.
Thebody wasrecovered by the Governmentdiv( \

M. Darnells, charged with arsonat New Plymouth, has been
committed for trial,bail being refused,

Messrs. KennedyBros., of the Brunner Coal Mine, have just
concludeda contractwith the Noumea Nickel Company to supply
250 tons of cokaand100 tons of coal monthly. ThePelimen,aniron
barque,has beenpurchased,and will be despatchedin May. Another
vessel will be provided by Stone Bros., Auckland. Previously the
Nickel Company obtained all their coal fromNewcastle, but having
seen a sampleof theBrunner coke and coal, concluded the present
contract. HithertotheBrunner coke-ovens have been turning out
only 100 tonsper month,although material enough to manufacture
300 tonsper monthhavebeenthrowninto theriver. New coke-ovens
arenow incourseof erection, a cargoof bricks for that purpose
having been sent upa few daysago.

A little girlof two,belonging toMr.T. Smith, of Rangioraflour-mills, fellin themill-stream on Thursday, and on her being taken
out,apparently lifeless, her mouth was found to be full of half-
chewedfood, whichhad prevented the^water goingdownher throat ,
orthe air been breathed out, and kept her afloat. She had re-
coveredbefore nightfall

Mr. J. O'Connor's Counsellor, won a trotting match for £50
against Mr. Milner's CockRobin, on the Timaruracecourse yester-
day.

A mannamedMauricePowerhad his skull fracturedon Friday,
atMurray Creek, nearReefton, by a branch from a tree which he
was engaged infelling.

TheBoardsof Reviewersunder the Property Assessment Act,
have raised,up to thepresenttime, thevaluations of propertiesin'the ."
Oamarudistrictover £50,000. The most of these wereonappealsby
Mr.Bperrey, the commissioner, against the value of the valuators.
The roadboards first took actionin thematter on account of many
ofthe valuesbeing what theyconsidered much toolow, withtheresult
as statedabove. .....,, *

TheRight Hon.J. G.Dodson, has been appointed Miniate* of
Agriculture for the UnitedKingdom.

The Clntha Leader,incommentingon areport thatthe venue in
theWain case willbe changed to Invercargill, says :— " This would
seemtobe a prudent course, for it is an undoubted fact that the
publichavelostallconfidenceinDunedin juries."

Theheiraof the late GeneralWynyard,havesucceededtoalarge
fortuneby the death of a relative who owned an extensive street
propertyiaLondon. >

It is stated that the accident to Mrs. Fuchs occurred by the
landing-stage's being pushed out overthe wharf before the "steamt*
hadstopped, whichcaused it tobe twisted round and to crush the
lady's foot against oneof theiron stanchions,and which lias, more*
over,been twisted out ofshape.

Atanindignation meetingheldinRivertononTuesday evening,
the followingresolutionwaspassed :— "That the anomalousposition
of theWaimea Plains railway— as a private line with all the in-
conveniences,expensesand uncertaintiesattachingtoitassuch,while
it is virtually a trunk line— calls for the immediate attentionof the
Government, and that this meeting strongly urges on the Govern-
ment the immediatepurchase of theline."

Mr.PatrickEganhasexpressedhimself willing that the Land
Leagueaccountsshouldbe referredto anauditingcommittee.

Anitro-glycerine factoryhas beendiscoveredby the police at
Northampton.

Mr. Parnell, whohasreturned, to England, has cabled to the
IrishConvention at Philadelphia urging the delegates to adopt »
prudentprogramme.

Three Fenians namedKingston, Gibney, and Healy have been
arrestedat Dublin,chargedon theevidence of aninformer withcon-
spiring tomurder.

MichaelFagan, the fourth of the Phoenix Park prisoners,has
been foundguilty andsentencedtodeath.

Monday.
The Hon. Mr. Rolleston, who is now in Ohristchurch, comes

SouthonTuesday, forprivateanddepartmental business.
Aseven-roomedhouse, ownedby John Clarke, and occupiedby

James Webber, wasburneddownatPhilipstown yesterdaymorning.
The insuranceon house andfurnitureamountedto £650.

The barqueMonarch wasdockedat LytteltononFriday. About
20ft.of her false keel,between the mainandmizen masts, had been
tornaway,thekeelbentupwards,andhercopper wrinkledboth fore
andaft. ,-,«.*

Sir WilfredLawson's perseverance has been rewardedby the
carrying by a largemajorityof theHouseof Commonsof Mbmotion
infavour of localoption.

The ConventionatPhiladelphia haveadoptedMr.Parnell'splan
for theunification ofall IrishSocieties. Thishas displeasedODon-
novanRossa's faction, who have threatened to withdrawand take
separateaction.

Itis reported thatDr. Crokehatbeen censured by thePope for
his supportof Parnell.— The report, weneednot say,is a falsehood,
andon somebody'spartawilful one. .

Theinformer,Devine,has divulged the operations of the Vigi-
lanceCommittee inarranging the attempted murder of JudgeLaw-
son. The murderersofCox andfour other personshavebeenarrested
inconsequence of Devine'sstatements.

The Grey-County toll-gateshavebeen sold by auction, fetching
£1540 as against £1000, for which they were last year letby
tender. �,.,. �

The Waitatipu Mail says that thepotatocrophas failed in the
Martin'sBay district, leaving the settlersshort of provisions.

The WakatipuMailsays that the potato crop has failedin the
Martin'sBay district, leaving thesettlers shortof provision.

The MatanraEnsign says the first section of the railway from
Riversdale to Switzers is tobeproceeded withat once. The voteof
£5000 allocated for the worklast sessionwillbe expendedm forming
and fencing the line to thepoint known asMr. Gillander'spre-emp-
tiveright, some sevenmiles'fromRiversdale.

TheWellington EducationBoard complainin their report that
OtagoandCanterbury areunduly favoured:— «' In1879 theamount
ofgrant toOtago was £44,522 6s 4d,and Wellington £13,857 0s 9d;
in1880 Otago, £28,500 andWellington £16,000. These figures speak
for themselves. « Equalityof sacrifice

'maybe a justpoliticaldogma,
butitcan only be so whenapplied to

* giving
' as well as

" taking.
The travellerwho visitsOtagoandCanterbury, with their numerous
large and costly school buildings, and compares with these tne
wooden school buildings of this district,may well be excused for
asking whether the same Government controls the system inbotn
Islands." _

TheAuckland Rowing Associationmatchescame off on Satur-
dayafternoon. The races werewellcontested,North Shore winning

the majority.
~~ .

Anapology has beenmade in theMornington assault case, ana
consequently there will beno trial. , . _. �

The Victorian crew won,by Bix lenths, the Inter-ColonialJSignt.
oared raceon theParramatta River.

The New Zealand Times publishes the following account of
Southern's Falls, Arthur River, about 30 miles from the head ot
MilfordSound :— "It is said to beno less than 5700ft. high, ana
takesthe whole waters of the Arthur River with it, making one
almost perpendicularleapof 3000ft.downwardsatstarting. Itis only
20ft.broadatthe first point ofitsdescent,andlooks at adistance like
abright,broad threadof water. The source is apparentlyin some
large glacier among mountains over 9000ft. high. Even in dry
weatherit takesdownfive timesasmuch wateras the Bowen FaiW
inthe samedistrictdoatany time.
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