
Pbice 6d.,

ATBOMS AND ABROAD.
Current Topics

Nowthatwe haveat last receiveda fullreportof
mb. pobstbs's Mr.Parnell'sspeech in reply to Mr. Forster, and*
consistency, whichwillbefound inanother place, we are con-

firmed in our opinion that even the most fervid
condemnationofthe outrageshecouldhave madewouldhave fallen
flat andcold on theears of prejudiced England. The speechis as
powerful andeffectiveas the manner in which it wasdeliveredwas
dignified, andfull of awonderfulself-commandunder the strongest
provocation

—
Mr.Forsterevenhaving so far forgotten himself as to

mimicthe tonesof someof theIrishspeakers. Butyetweknowhow
the speech was received,and treated,and in the very same way
wouldanyutteranceon thepart of the speakerhavebeen treated

—
withabullying shout, whose loudness would have given it all its
value. Andnot only didMr.Parnell completelyrefuteMr.Forster's
charges, Mr.JustinM'Carthy also madeareply,and,witha chapter
of contemporary history, turned the tables on the maligner,and
showedhim tobe, at least,in appearance,what evenin appearance
Mr.Parnellwasnot— asympathiser andpatron of assassins andmen
of violence. Herecalledto thememory of the House how in 1861
Mr.Forsterhad defendedMazzini, theadvocateofassassination, and
anaccompliceinit more than once: "But on that occasion," said
Mr.M'Carthy," the right hon.member for Bradford stood up for
Mb friend(the member for Halifax), and what did he say in re-
ference to Mazzini, from whose letter called 'The Theory of the
Dagger'anumber of extracts werereadin thehearingof the right
hon. gentleman. The right hon. gentleman rose inhis placeand
said,' 'Thehon.andlearned gentlemanhasbroughtacharge against
anabsent man,Signor Mazzini,who, whatever,his faults, is amanof
high character.' Whatever hisfaults— whatthoughhedidbless the
knifeof oneman and the dagger of the other, and a system of
guerilla warfare which removed Count Rossi

—
yet, whatever bis

faults,he wasa manofhigh character. The Present PrimeMinister
didnot agree withtheright hon. gentleman inhisestimateof Maz-
zini, forhesaid that'thesesatellitesofMazzinimakecommoncause
with assassins.' Fourdays afterwards, whenthe questionwasraised
again, the right hon.gentleman said, 'Ishould not be ashamed of
being the friendofMazzini;Iamnot ashamed of beinghis acquain-
tance.'

"
Mr. M'Carthy, nevetheless, did not accuse Mr. Forsterof

sympathising throughMazzini with assassination; he recalled the
incidentonly toremindhim that he owed the same indulgence to-
wardsothers whichhehad himself expectedtoreceive. There were
otheroccurrencesalso whichMr.M'Carthycalled tomind,and which
abundantly showed that Mr. Forster and his friends were by no
means themen tolay to the accountof any leaderof a partydeeds
of violencecommittedby evenmembersof thatparty

—
still less, by

wildmen striking out for themselvesa pathabhorrentfromall the
plans[of the party. But Mr. M'Carthy's convincing argumentpro-
duced nobetteraneffect than Mr. Parnell's powerful reply, it also
fell uponthe ears of men who had prejudged the cause,and who
werenot tobeconvinced by anything that could be said to them.
Mr.Parnell,with theknowledge thatitmust be so, was fully justi-
fiedindeclaring thatit was the good opinion of Ireland only he
sought,andhe wouldhavestultified himselfif, knowing the disposi-
tioninquestion,he had made a display of feeling.

—
And,indeed,

whobut aninsincere mananda trainedactorcould havestood forth
andmade such adisplay in presence of all the coldly critical pnd
immovableworld assembled expresslytohear andcondemnhim1

THREK
LETTERS.

ButitwouldappearthatMr.Forster,andthePress
that supported him, went toofar in their arraign-
mentof Mr.Parnell, so thateveninEngland their
motiveswerediscerned, andtheirarguments valued

at theirproper worth, by men not carried awayaltogether by their
prejudices.— And, indeed, the arguments of the newspapers, par-
ticularly, appear-to us shallow and evenchildishtoadegree, and,
judgedby them, thecause they werewrittentosupport seems buta

poorone. We find, then,threelettersespecially,writtenbyEnglish-
menin theLondonpapers,and which are most significant.

—
Mr.T.

ThorntonHoskins, forexample,writing from the ReformClub tothe
Echo,assertsthat there are immense numbers of Englishmen who
cordially sharethe views of thatpaperas to the "shocking manner
inwhichIrelandismisgovernedbyan assemblageof whatIrishmen
consideralienandrepulsiveforeigners,"and he predicts that there
willneverbe peace inIrelanduntilalegislativecounoil, vested with
power over all but strictly Imperial concerns,is establishedthere.
Another of this gentleman'sconclusions would,wehaveno doubt,be
agreeable, forinstance, to the tastes of that veteran legislator, the
O'GonnanMahon,but Mr,Porster,inwhosefavour the writer more
particularlyarrivesat it wouldhardly findit inaccordance with his
principles,and we are convinced thatundernocircumstances could
an aggrievedopponenteverhavehad-a slap of the kindathim.— It
is thatit wouldbe desirable torenewthe practiceof duelling so that
parliamentary libellersmight meet with their deserts. The practice,
adds the correspondent,is " initself susceptibleofcareful regulation,
andunder certain conditicns morally and religiously defensible."

—
"We haveourselves,however,nodesire to see Mr.Parnell returning
tohis coffeeafter having left "OldBuckshot" kicking on thesward—

we hope, in fact, the venerablegentleman may survive to witness
a stateof things that will beamoreseverepunishmentfor him than
even acharge abouthis skin of his ownremedy would be

—
that is,

Mr. Parnell treated by England herself as the great man he most
undoubtedly is,and whichit onlyneeds thecompletesuccess thathe
is now hastening towards tomake apparenteventohis worstenemy.
A secondletteris that addressed by Mr.E. 8.Beesly toth&PaUMai
Gazette,andinwhich thewriterapprovesofMr. Parnell's parliamen-
taryproceedings, and, while himself advocating the dissolutionof
theUnion, vindicates his irreconcilableattitude, and that to which
hehas stimulatedhis fellow-countrymen,as themosteffectivemeans
of bringing round Englishmen tosee that the Union had better,be
rescindedintheinterest of both islands. ToMr.Parnell'scharacter
the writer testifies as follows:

— "Ifor one hold that he is an
honourable andpatriotic man, whohas rendered tohis countrymore
solidandmoresplendidservices than any Irishman before him. I
|believehim tobe worthy of the trustand devotion that Ireland* so
Iheartily giveshim. She waslong the sportof knaves masquerading
aspatriots. It is toher eternalhonour thatshe did not sink into a
cynicaldisbelief in the possibility of public virtue, but knew and
acceptedanhonest leader whenhe stood forward." His conclusion
is, that thegratificationarising from an exhibition of rabid hatred
by Mr.Parnell's enemies is dearly purchased at the increase ofhia
popularity amongtheIrishpeople. The mostimportantof the three
letters,however,is that which appearedin theDailyNews,not only
because itbears thewellknownsignature of Mr.BoydKinnear, but
also fromitscontents. The writerverytellingly criticises the wisdom
of Mr. Forster's Coercion Act, under which, he says, the Chief
Secretary,withpowertoimprison for twoyearsanyonesuspectedby
his police, washimselfsix times signalled in the streetsofDublinby
men whosepurpose was tomurder him, and not one of whom was
suspectedby the police. The conspiracy of murder, he adds, was
actually thefruitof theCoercionAct,itnot havingcomeintobeing
until Mr.Parnell and Mr.Billonhad been arrested. " Canmore
striking proof be conceived

"
he asks, " that unconstitutional and

arbitrary government is not aresourceo civilisation
—

that,on the
contrary, itis aweapon of barbarism, and creates the savageryit
professes to curb ?" His conclusion is excessively pregnant and
forcible;itis as follows :— "If there is one thingmore than another
through thedismal storyit is thatit was the application of the Act
topurposes of repression of fair criticismthat led to the conspiracy
which culminated in the Phoenix Park murders of Mr.Forster's
subordinateandhis successor. There is one thing that ought tobe
said, thoughit is hardtosay without being misunderstood. Detes-
table as was the deed, infinite as our grief, heightened, if it were
possible,by theknowledgenowgainedthat one of the victims fell
because he would not savehis lifeby abandoning the other,andby
the wordsof divineforgiveness that seem to come to ns from his
grave by the lips of one who aloneis entitledto forgive, letus for
Otir ownsakesnotforget that thesefell assassins were movedbyno
vulgar or selfish purpose. Their act couldbring themnoreward,it
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