
Among the reports that obtain circulation and
relate to coming disturbances, there is one to the
effect that it ia the intentionof Mr. Stanley, the
Africanexplorer,toengage 500 Swansat Zanzibar

andtake themtocombat on the Congo against theFrenchmonopoly
of that river. And theriveris animportant one,capable, as it is,
of placing in thebandsofthepower that commandsit the trade of an
immense region,extending fromthe Soudan to thesourcesof theNile,
andcarryinga populationestimated atsomeeighty millions. Thepos-
session of the river would give toFrance the trade of the Soudan,
and spare any further planning on thepart of French engineers or
merchants as to the almost impossibleconstruction of a railroad to
connect Algeria with the district alluded to. Thereport,neverthe-
less, whichstates thatMr.Stanleyis determined toprevent theFrench
from intruding ontheterritoryhehaspurchasedcanbehardly corrects
for he must know it is extremely unlikely that they would think of
doing so since the country in question has been most injudiciously
selected,and was chosen with the object of uniting the navigable
portionof the Congo with the sea by means of a road tobe formed
overamountainous district, throughwhich theriver flowsina series
of rapids that cannever be made navigable. Undoubtedly it must
havebeen veryprovoking, and moreespecially so to a manof Mr,
Stanley's fiery temperament to find that, while hehadbeenengaged
in climbing the precipitous route in question, and had been un-
sparing inthe expenditureof money onbuyingtracts of country and
founding stations, M. de Brazza,withoutexpenseand with but few
companions,hadactually planted the French flag, by special agree-
ment with Makoko the sovereignof the country,uponapointof the
very lake called in English Stanley-Pool, in compliment to the
explorer, and into which the Congo expandsbefore it* flowsdown
among the rapids. M. deBrazzahadobtained there thepointcom-
manding the true communication with the sea by means of an
affluent ttiat falls into the Atlanticunder thename of theQuilliou,
and whichpoint,in fact,must prove the key of the river Congo*
With it inthe possessionof France, as itcertainly is and almost as
certainly willcontinue, Mr.Stanley's threats and ravings are all in
vain. Buthadthere neverbeena question of collisionwith'France
upon the Congo, Mr. Stanley might still have hesitated toreturn to
thenavigableportionof the river without aBtrong force to protect
him,for a vendetta awaits him thereon thepartof a tribe who form
the boatmenof the river, onwhich they with their familiescon-
tinually live,and whoremember against him a slaughter of their
peoplemade at a certain islet whenhe arrivedamong them in1877,
and,grownwearyof treating with thenatives,had resolvedtomake
his wayby force. The Oubandjis remember thisevent bitterly,and
havemade up theirminds to take,on the first opportunity? the yen-

themisty future,and they fix anassessment admittedlyat the time
above half-assets,on the assumption that aeter a certain period the
rentalof the.village will from sonjc undefined cause, increase todouble the land-tax (the official theory being that the Governmentshare is half the rental). They speculate that jungle land will be
bought under cultivation; that acanal will soon offermoreabundant
navigation; that a railwayor retailedroad will give aneasier and
cheaperaccess toneighbouring markets; that prices will rise; that
tenants will increase and multiply; that the rents are abnormally
andabsurdly low; that the land should paymuch more; that therents couldeasily be enhancedif thelandowners would only properly
exertthemselves;andinthispleasantbelief they at once raise the
government demand to a rate admittedly far above the existingrental, and this largely increased tax the landowners are at oncepolitely admonished topay." But the people so dealtwithareex-cessivelypoor andthe struggle in manyinstances is "not for com-fortsorcompetency, but for life." Whatever, then, may be LordRipon'sintentions as to the "spread of Eomanism in India," itis
clear thatChristianityas atpresent representedthere to.the natives

v by government officials, must seem to them but a miserable creed,
'and we may even conclude without extravagancethat were the|j"Jesuiticalemissaries ofJheChurch of Rome

"
to obtain the controlof the State, things couldhardly be much worsethan they now are—if the Jesuits, on the other hand, were not verydifferent fromthose theFrenchCalvinistsavant, M. Sace has spoken of in connec-tion with South America, they wouldbe able to establish thingson avery much better footing. But, for the Protestant Alliance, as wehave alreadysaid, the creed of Hinduor Mahommedanis preferable

to thatof Rome,andany despotism is preferred beforearule admit-ting of Jesuit authority. And let us ever keep in mind the oldFrench saying "Dis-?noigui tvMutes et je tedirai gui tu-es "—LetVishnu be honoured in company with the "glorious, pious, andimmortalmemory" ; they willmost fitly run together.

WhAtbveb may betheattitudeofBaptistsinNew
Zealand towards the godless schools, thatof their
brethreninAmericaseemstogrow adverse to them.
Andletus remark,again, thatBaptistsinNew Zea-landmust not taketheirwantof spirit verymuch toheart;theirbreth-reninAmericaseem tomake up foralltheyneed. There, forinstance,

is thatprize-fight describedby the San Francisco correspondent of
our contemporary,the Otago Daily Times, and which came off,by
invitationof theRev. Mr.Kalloch, sen.,intheMetropolitanTemple,while the organist performed jigs andnigger melodieson his instru-
ment. What othersect, weask, canboast of adisplay of spiritlikethat? Letitbear due testimony. Our American Baptist friends,however,begin tosuspect that thegodless schools arehardly produc-
ing the cropof righteousness thatmany good people have expected
from them, and their organ, the Baptist Weeltly, boldly questionsthe capabilities of the schools. "There still lingers,1

'
sayshe," withmanypeopleanidea that education is a preventiveof crime;but

commonschools are by nomeanscertain to produce good citizens."Why, this is asbadas Mr. Herbert Spencer himself,and one mightthink thatBaptistand Agnostic took oneand thesame view of mat-
ters. Itis remarkable,at any rate, that they do so inNew Zealand,
wherebothof them areconvinced that good citizens will be runout
of these schools as fast andsure as flour from themill. Butif theseschoolsdonot producegoodcitizens, what are they maintained for1Ithas alwaysbeen the contentionof their advocatesthat such apro-
duction was their chief use, and failing that, their raison d'etre
perishes. Our Baptist, nevertheless,although he disapprovesof the
godless schools, is still more bound to disapprove of the desire of
Catholics tobe permitted todo thatwhich theGovernmenthas failed,
andmust fail, todo— thatis, togive theirchildrensuchaneducationas will ensure their being good citizens,because they will be goodChristians, in which all the rest that is of any value is included."

We judge the Eoman Catholics in the wrong,"he says," in their
opposition to the system,but that far more ought tobe attempted to
promote themoral training of the young must be conceded." But-
what the" far more" mustbe it would probably puzzle this writer toexplain,— unless,of course, he shouldexplain,as many among our-selves would be anxious to do, if they judged itprudent, that re-ligious Protestantismmust be taughtcompulsorily to every child,ir-respective of his parents' wishes. The religious advocates of secu-larism, ina word,are caught in their own snare, and havingbeeninduced,chiefly by theiranti-Catholicbigetry,to follow the lead ofthe secularists, theyarenow in the quagmire from which they seem
unable to withdraw,while what lies before them has at last caught
their eyesandstricken them with terror. Butlet us listen to what
ourBaptisthas to warnusof,inconnection with the system he con-demns, though he does not know how topropose aspecific remedy
forit,andcan only propose that the remedy claimed by Catholicsshallnot be granted to them. "Inthis country," sayshe,"deeds of
blood are generally thework of ignorant and besotted men,but the
forgeries,great robberies and defalcations of the times, it is well
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known,only menof goodeducationcould commit. Thesehavebeen
appallingin their number andin the terribleevilsthey have worked.
There is nosafeguard from crime in the ability to read and write,or
evenin the culture whichacollege cangive, if there isnot arf edu-
cationof theconscience in righteousness/ But howshall the con-
science be educated inrighteousness whileall the sorroundingsare
godless ? Here, then, we havea striking instance of what is really
goingonall aroundus— of asectary alarmedby godlessness,behold-
ing its uselessness

—
its worse than uselessness,its preparation for

wickedness and crime,and yet who isbound tothe wheels of the
charioton which theidolis drawn,in commonwith amultitude,by
the bondof anti-Catholicbigotry. Godless educationisnotpopular,
but isfearedj and would fall topiecesto-morrow werenot bigotryen-
listedinitssupport. Butgodlessness is consistently bound together
byhatred,andits fruits will be consistent with the whole combi-
nation. "

_^__

_
Another proof, if one were wanted, as to the
attitudeof the Catholic laity towards secularism
has been furnished by the Catholic cantons of

Switzerland,wherean indignant protesthas been made in a very
effectualmanner. Ataplebiscite held on Nov. 26th, then, for the
purpose of taking the voteof the people for the establishment of a
ministry with the design of making the schools secular, the defeat
of the movement wasremarkable,and the most so in the Catholic-
Cantons wherethe majorities against it were overwhelming. The
figures areas follows,as we find them in the London Universe :—:

—
"InthecantonofUri, there were3865 Noes,andonly 187 Ayes;in
Schwytz, 9825Noesagainst 610 Ayes;andin Nidwalden,.2477 Noes
against139 Ayes. Inthe cantonof Friburg 4146 Ayes were polled,
but they were entirely crushed by 20,513 Catholicvotes of 'No.' Tn
Obwalden, the_most rural of all Swiss cantons, 3308 Noes stood
againstbut72 Ayes." Inthe face of the evidence, therefore, that
exists to thecontraryit is foolish forpeopleto argue,asweoccasion-
ally find them doing, thatthe Catholic laity, if uninfluenced by their
clergy, would acceptthe godlessschools. Their conductallover the
worldcontradictssuch a statement most emphatically, andgives it
the lie asflatly as itcanbe given.
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