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THE PENINSULA ELECTION.
——————— e

OUR N.Z, Heyald here crows loudly over the defeat of Bishop Moran
at the Peninssla election, This was only natoral. I do notfancy
kis Lordehip will break his heart or lose his appetite over his defeat
—more espevially considering what manner of men defeated him, I

resume his object wae chiefly to make the pretended “ liberals” und
Friendn of political honesty and justica in the Peninsula show their
sincerity and hoist their real colours, Bo far, I presame, he hag sae-
oceded. Had he gained his election it would have been something
very like a miracle. To tell you the truth, I think his Lordehip en-
tertaine too high an idea of % the free and independent.”

A candidate who expects to gain their favour must woo them
after a different fashion from that which he adopted. He must
flatter, and as the Seotch
them.” It will not do to tell them off-hand he will not canvasa
them, or insinuate that.he will not treat them at the public or tgay
any of their expenses, and that if they choose to vote for him ey
will do it, if not, they will vote for somebody else, This implies

the
existence of a degree of B'Partan

virtue and high principles among
the “ free and tndependent” in these degenerate times, which cannot
well be looked for even in the “modern Athens” of New Zealand,
Had Dr. Moran beer 8 Scotehman, a Presbyterian from (lagrow, and
an ex-member of the directors of the .Glasgow bapk—hanest and
truth-loving men, all of them, and fall of Presbyterian zeal to
overflowing—he might.possibly have carried bis election with trinm-
g];aqt- shouts from the' electors—or such portion of them as bailed

i the *land of cakes” and brose and butter. Had he even been
an Irishman and a “bad Catholic™ he might have had s batter chance.
Qur Herald seems seandalized at Dr. Moran so often scolding * bad
Catholies,” and trying to shame them into being good ones. He in-
timated lately that if Dr. Moran were to come up here and try his
fortune in politics he wonld find that even good Catholics, like Mr.
John Bheehan and Mr. Tole and others he could name, would say,
¢ The back of my band to your Lordship, we want none of your re-
Yigions or denominational system, but the godless system, pura and
unadulterated,” But the subject is too serions for joking, The visi-
ble and growing evil fruits of the godless school system are melan-
choly and painful to witness. -

Considering that the present New Zealand educationsl system
emanated from an utter Protestant or hon-religions Government, that
it ig the natural fruit of what is called the Reformation,and that this
Reformation was based on shameless injustice, robbery and dissimula-
tion, tised with a.view to destroy not. only Catholic schools, but
the tholic Cburch, sand to dethrone the Pope bimself, I
really cannot see that at present there is much, if any, hope
of Catholics getting justice for their schaols, Nor  can I
gee that there is much necessity for n Government subsidy to
Catholic schools if Catholics themeelves were only true to their re-
ligjon and to each other, and just to their children. The Catholic
schoole aiready established in the Sgugh, at all events, show that
Catholics can do without any Governmont subsidy. No doubt onr
elaim is just, and Protestants of just and religions minds admit its
justice. But the Protestant mmititude, especially the Presbyterian
and Peritan multitude, their ministers, and the Preas, are not amen-
able to any feelings of justice, honour, or even shame, in their treat
ment of Roman Catholies on this question, any more than Knox and
* the congregation of the Lord" in Seotland three hundred years ago
could comprebend the meaning of the words justice, honour, tolera-
tion and homanity, when legislating for Roman Catholics. The
Cathelic sehools and Church wiil, however, outlive thia generation ;
and when Mr, Larnach and all his kind bave gone to render ap ac-
count of their injustice before a just tribunal above, Catholics may
then expect fair treatment from the next generation. In the mean.
time let the TABLET keep pepping away~—¥ Fiat justitia,”
tice prevail. Nosurrender. The proposal of Mr. Larnsch to intro-
duce the Bible into Government schouls, is only a crafty and crooked
Beoteh way of introducing Protestantism into them, and the Kirk
views of course,

Mr, J. Bheehan no doubt acts, or persuades himself that he aets,
congcientiously when he sets himself to oppose the Church on this
momentous question.  De Quincy wrote an essay to prove that Jodas
Iscariot was a very good, thongh mistaken, friend to Christ, and no
iraitor in the common acceptation of that odious word, That he
wanted to benefit Christ in what he did, when he betrayed him to his
encmies, Only he went the wrong way abont it, and that when he
saw his error he was very sorry for what he had done, in 30 much that
in his sorrow he committed suicide. Now possibly Mr, J. Sheehan is
Lo traitor to the Church, in the vulgar offensive sense of the term
traitor, but wants to benefit her in what he has done by sapporting
the present godless system of education. I, for my part, will not
judge him. Judgment belongs to God, Yet when I see a man pro-
fepsing to be a faithful son of the Chozch, openly and persistently
defying the authority of the highest ecclesiastical power, and eo-
operating with the avowed and bitter enemies of the Church in a
matter £o vital to her safety as the education of Catholic and Chris.
tian youth, I must say I am somewhat perplexed. That man, T con-
clude, must rather be devoured with self-esteem, and have an over-
weening confidence in his own jndgment, or his honesty is at fault,
and he is in reality not what in words he profestes to be—a Roman
Catholie. The evil one has got hold of him, and is too many for him
—is driving him in thg wrong direction, If I undergtand Catholic
principles, the Church Teguires ali her children to abserve unity in
essentials,” while in debateable matters or open questions they may
follow thelr own private views, but in everything they mnst observe
charity. Now Catholics, faithfol Catholics, consistent honest Catho-
lics, canpot regard this education question to be an open question.”
The highest ecclesiastical authoxity hag Ig:;rcmmmcen:l upon it, Those
who set his authority at defiance on such a question cannofb be honest
and consistent Catholics, if Catholics at all. Mr. Tole, I think, is
more to be pitied than censured. He does not show the perverse

Let jus-

would say, he must “boo and scrap to-

‘in his father's face and

ownceit of Mr, Sheehan, - oted againat his convictidns tp_ Hlesse
his cénatituents, gnd he hg:st y aﬂiy:‘:pi e, ;_"4‘? R
Whex we sz such Iriali Catbolfes among us s Sheehan, Tole, snd
Donnelly, we can undérmtand’ why thera has h:f..hey;tp been 8o litile
unity, and so much discord, among the Cathbolics; of freland. Divi-
8ion among A commanity is gure to lead to mischigf—as unity '3
them is certain to lead to their good, By helping to divide 5:1&:@
lics among themselves, and to seduce thie more worldly among them
from their allegianee to the Church, thess New Zealand Catholias re-
terred 1o are doing an amount of mischief which eannot cagily ke
estimated, They are poblic enemies in fact, as well as enemies, o
their Church. It would be far more to their credif, and fay less in-
jurions to the Church, if they would-go out of the Church apd take
up with some Protestant of Fieethinking scct, among whom they
mmight declaim to their hearts’ content against that aystem of educa-
tion which the Charch has declared essential o her safety and the
well-being of her children. )

NorTH Bairoy, |
Auckland, 24th January, . ‘ -
IRISH NATIONAL LAND LEAGUE, : ©.
- ) ' !
I is, we understand, the intentién of the Greymouth branch of the

Irish Nationa] Land Leagve, in cobjunction with the members of the
various branches in the surrounding districts of Kumara and the Grey
Valley, to celebrate the anniversary of Ireland’s’ pstron®saint, by. a
%mud social entertainment to be held in Greymonth on St -Patrick’s
ve, 16th March mext,—the entire procesds ta be remitted to the
treasurer of the newly constitnted Irish National Leagae
Dublin. When we considér'ths vast amount of suffering in “Jreland
relieved partly or entirely by the generous’ contiibutiona of. ,the
patriotic Irishmen of the West Coast, and whey' we also.consider their
self-sacrificing endeavovrato still further relicvé gur suffering country-
men at hamie, who are the victims of cruel oppression on the part of
the governing and landlord class, we feel cectain “that all Who can
will make it convenient to attend on the above occasion and make the
entertainment a gennine snccess,
The following letter has
Egan :—

been received from Mr. Patrick
) Paris, 23rd November, 1882,
MY DEAR 8IRS,—Y¥our much valued letfer of 5th October has
come duly to hand with thé enclosed draft, value £40—of which £17 68,
comes from Maori Gully branch, and the balance £32 14s, from your
own branch at Greymouth. On behslf of our friends at home I have
to convey to you my warmest thanks, both for your generous con-
tributions and for your welcome words of encouragement and hope,
You will be glad fo learn that the Irish National League, founded
at the National Conference held in Doblin on 17th ultimo, iz making
most satisfactory progress, and everything promises that in a short
time it will be as pewerfnt as the Irish National Land League which
it replaces. X
r. Jehn E. Redmond, M.P,,

which leaves London on 6th
visit your district before his
new movement,

4s you will have seen by report of conference, I have asked my
friends to release me from the duties of the treasurership, and I am in
hopes that I will be able to get back to my business in Dublie before
Christmas. You can address further letters or Temittancen to my
iriend Mr. Alfred Wehb, of Middle Abbey street, Dublin, a nohle-
hearted Quaker, who has consented to become one of the treasurers of
the new League, '

1do not know if the lying Englisk Press correspondents are
still sending out their stories of dissension in our ranks, but if so I am
ﬁ:ffd todb&a able to give yon the assurance that they are utterly

ounded, ‘

Again warmly thanking yourselves and the patriotic officers of
Maori Gully Branch,

sails for Melbourne in the Indung
proximo, and I hope he may be able to
reture. He goes as a delegate from the

I remain, yours very faithfully,
PATRICK Egaxw,
THos. P, O'DoNNELL, Esq,, President,
ToBIAs GLENNON, Fsq , Treasurer,
JAMES CBEAGH, Eeg., Hon, Sec,

IzisH NATIONAL LAND LEAGUE, GREYMOUTH,
.

The condition of the labouring classes and the
the Northern, Western, and Southern distriets' of the country is be-
coming more desperate as the winter wears on, The distress which
prevails in many of the unions was never more severe than it is at
present, Even the Times admite that the ontlook is & gleomy one.
The” Government, -however, persist in their refusal to undertake
relief works ; all they will conrent to da is o schedule some electoral
divisions under The’ Arrears Act, nnd to strongly reccommend the
people to emigrate. A touching scene coourred in Tipperary last
week when a large body of labonrers waited on the-local board of
guardians seeking either work or outdoorrelief. One man wanted to
know if they were to starve in a Christian country, and another ex-
claimed pitifully that jt was & cruel thing to see one's child look up

cry with the hunger, A- aimilar scene was
witnessed in Loughrea on Saturday when the gnardisns met, In
this town the board finds itself altogether unphle to cope with the
distress. The guardians in the unions of Middleton, Ballyvanghan
Birokestown, Boyle, Dromore West, ‘and Kilrugh have all declared in
the.most emphatic manner that many people ‘are starving, in their
several districts, ‘and they eall on the Government to .commence
public works to give employmient tn-those' who meéd it We are
8OITY tt‘:’:?y all theseappeals have been made in ‘vain.—~Nation, 16th

small farmers in



