
The followinginreferenceto the land disputein Skye appearedin
the daily papers of Monday, Nov20 :—

Theland agitationinSkye is assuming a serious aspect. The
difficulties of the authoritiesin maintaining order is increasing, and
all attemptsto put the lawin force have failed. At the Braes, the
the sceneof thetroublessememonths ago, matters are more aggra-
vatedthanever. The tenantsare defiant,andinview of the threats
thathavebeenused theauthorities findit impossible with safety to
serve the writsuponthem. The long delay inthis service, whichis
apracticalvictory to thecrofters, made themmoredefiant, and now
that they have the sympathy of theGlendale crofters and othersin
the district their determinationtoresist by force the officersof the
law is strengthened. The Invernesshire authorities, upon whom
devolves the task ofmaintaining order and serving thewrits upon
the recalcitranttenants, areat their wits end. They applied to the
Governmentto Bend troops fromFort George to awe theinhabitants
of Skye, but thiswasrefused, andnow they haveissued circulars to
the authoritiesin thevarious Scotch counties andburghs asking for
assistance. This, too,inmany ofthe cases where replies have been
received,is refused. Edingurgh gave an emphatic refusal to-day,
and Aberdeenhas followed the same course. What'may now be
doneitis difficult to say. Meantimethe croftersof the Braes are'
keeping vigilant watch and arepreparedtorepelthe sheriff'sofficers
by force,ifany attempt is made to serve writs upon them. Their
powerhas beenincreasedby the arrivalof themen from the fishing
which just closed. Itis feared that there will beriotsand bloodshed
before thelaw canbe enforced. At Glendale thesituation, though'
lessalarming, is strained,and the action of the crofters in beating
off the shepherdsemployedto take charge of the disputed grazing
ground has intensified the feeling of the population. Ithas been
decidedinthe event of the agent for the landlordmakinghisappear*
ance,that the tenants should meetinabody and turn him oft the
ground. Placards to this effect have beenposted. The matter is
under the considerationof theCrownauthorities.
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charityandof poetry withit inhis canticlescomposedforthe com-
mon.people,and whichhaveprovednot unworthy of the admiration
of alearnedposterity. We owe to themindofFrancis thatacertain
breathandinspirationnobler than human has stirredup the minds
ofourcountrymen so that, in reproducing his deeds in painting,
poetry,andsculpture,emulationhas stirred theindustry ofthegreat-
est artists. Dante even foundin Francis matter for his grand and
most sweet verse;CimabueandGiottodrew fromhishistory subjects <
which they immortalizedwiththepencilof aParrhasius;celebrated
architects foundinhim the jaotive for their magnificent structures,
whetherat thetomb of thePoor Manhimself orat the Churchof St.
Mary of the Angels, the witnessof so many and so great miracles.
And to these temples men from all partsarewont tocomeinvenera-
tion for the father of Assisiof thepoor,to whomhehadutterly des-
poiledhimself, ofall human things, so thegifts ofthedivine bounty
argely andcopiously flowed. Hence' itis clear that from this_one,
manahostof benefitshas flowedinto theChristianandcivilrepublic.;
But sincethatspiritof hisis thoroughlyandsurpassingly Christian,is
wonderfully fitted for all times and places,noonecandoubt thatthe
Franciscaninstitution wouldbe specially beneficialinthis our age.
Andespecially for this reason, that the tone and temper of our times.1seem,formany reasons tobe similar to those;for as in the"twelfth
century divine charityhadgrown cold,so alsoisitnow.; noris the
neglect of Christian duties small, whether fromignorance or negli-
gence;andwith the samebent andlike desires many consume their
daysinhuntingfor the conveniencesof life, and greedily following
after theirpleasures. Overflowing'withluxury, they waste their.'own
and covet the, substance of others;extolling, indeed,the name of '

human fraternity, they nevertheless speak more fraternally, than
they act;for they are carried awayby self love, and.the.genuine
charity towardsthepoorerandthe helplessis daily diminished., .In
thetimeWe arespeaking of, themanifold errorsof the

'
Albigenses,

by stirringup the masses againstthepowerof the Church, had.dis-
turbed society and paved the wayto a certain kindof Socialism.
Andinour day,likewise,thefavourersandpropagatorsofMaterialism
have increased,whoobstinately deny that submission to the Church
is due,and thence proceeding gradually beyond all bounds, do not
even sparethe civilpower; they approve of violence and sedition
amongthe people, they attempt agrarian outbreaks,they flatter the
desiresof theproletariate,and they weaken the foundationsof dom-
esticand public order."

Recommending the institutes of St. Francis as a remedy for
these"greatmiseries," the Holy Father, amongst otheradvantages
obtains,notes thefollowing:"Lastly, the questionthat politicians
solaboriously aim at solving,viz.-, that povertyis not wanting in
dignity;that the rich shouldbe merciful and munificent, and the
poor content with their lot and labour;andsince neither was born
for these changeable goods,theone is to attainheaven by patience
theother by libsrality."

The HolyFather then mentions thespecialdesire he has to see
the spread of theThirdOrder,anddirects the attentionof theBishops
to this end. Inconclusion, he writes :—:

—" Weask itaboveall, and yet with more reason of the Italians,
from whom community of country and the particular abundance of
benefitsreceived demand a greaterdevotiontoSt. Francis,-and also
a greatergratitude. Thus, attheend of seven centuries,' Italy- and
the entire Christianworld would bebrought back from disorder to
peace, from destruction to safetyby thefavour of theSaintof Assisi.
Let vsespecially in these daysbeg this grace, in united prayer to
Francis himself;letus imploreitofMary, the Virgin Mother of God
who alwaysrewarded thepiety and faithof her client by heavenly
protectionandby particulargists."

His Holiness then bestows hisApostolicBenedictionon all the
Bishops andon the flock committed to each of them.

THE LAND QUESTION IN SKYE.

The SovereignPontiff, Leo XIII.,has addresseda long Encyclical
Letter (datedSeptember 17) toall the Patriarchs, Primates, Arch-
bishopsand. Bishopsof the Catholic Worldin.the grace and cem-
munionof the Apostolic See. HisHolinesssays'ir—

"Ahappy circumstanceenablesthe Christian world tocelebrate
atanot far distantinterval, thememoryof twomenwho,havingbeen
calledtoreceive inheaven the eternal reward oftheir holiness,have
lefton eartha crowdof disciples, theever-increasingoff-spring from
theirvirtues. For, after the centenary solemnitiesinhonour of St.Benedict, the fatherand law-giverof the monks of the West, the
opportunity of paying publichonors to St. Francis of Assisi will
likewisebe furnishedby the seventh centenaryof his birth. Itis
not withoutreasonthat Wesee thereina merciful intentionof Divine
Providence, For, by calling on men tocelebrate thebirthdays of
these illustrious Fathers,God wouldseemtowish that they shouldbe
inducedtokeepinmindtheirsignalmerits, and atthe same time to
understand that the Religious Orders they founded ought on no
account tohave been the objectsof such unbefitting acts of violence,

Ipast of all in those States where theseed of civilization andof fame
were castby theirlabour,theirgenius andtheir zeal."

TheHolyFather then expresseshis confidencethat the celebra-
tionof these feasts will beof advantage not only to the birthplace
of Francisbut to the whole world, and highly approves of them.
He also says thatfrom his youth he had beenaccustomedto admireFrancis,and to payhim aparticular veneration; he also glories in
beinga member of the Franciscan family,and having "climbed
with eagerness and joy the sacred heights of Alvernia:then the
image of the great man presented itself toUs wherever We trod,
and that solitude teeming with memories held Our spirit rapt in
silent contemplation."

After suggesting an imitationof thevirtues of St. Francis and
the advantage tobederived therefrom, the Popewrites that itis his
wish

"
not only that these letters convey to you thepublic testimony

of our devotion to St.Francis, but thatthey should moreover excite
your charity to labour with Us for the salvationof men by means
of theremedy We have pointedout."

Speaking of the12thcentury, when St. Francis appeared, the
Sovereiga Pontiffsays ;—;

—
"That period is sufficiently well-known, and its character of

mingled virtues and vices. The Catholic faith wasdeeply rootedin
men's souls,andit wasa glorious sight to see multitudes inflamed
by piety set forth far Palestine, resolved to conquer or die. But
licentiousnesshadgreatly impaired popular morality, and nothing
wasmore needed by men than a return to Christian sentiments.
Now theperfection ofChristianvirtues lies in thatdispositionof soul
whichdares allthat is arduous or difficult;its symbol is the Cross,
whichthose who would follow Jesus Christ must carry on their
shoulder._ The effects of this dispositionare a heart detached from
mortal things, complete self-control, and a gentleand resigned en-
durance of adversity. In fine, thelove of Godandof one's neigh-
bor is the mistress and sovereignof all other virtues ;such is its
powerthatit wipesawayall thehardshipsthataccompany the fulfil-
mentof duty,aud renders thehardest labours not only bearable,but
agreeable. There wasa dearthof such virtue in the 12th century;
for toomany amongmen,enslavedby the things of this world,either
covetedmadly honours and wealth,orliveda lifeof luxury andself

-
gratification. AHpower was centred ina few, andhad almost be-
comean instrument of oppression to the wretched and despised
masses;and thoseeven who oughtby theirprofession to have been
anexample toothers,hadnot avoided defiling themselves with the
prevalent vice. The extinctionof charity indivers places was fol-
lowedby scourges manifold anddaily ; envy, jealousy, and hatred
wererife ;andminds weresodividedandhostile thatonthe slightest
pretextneighbouring cities waged war among themselves,and in-
dividualsarmed themselves against oneanother.

"In this century appeared St. Francis. Yet with wondrous
resolutionandsimplicity he undertook toplace before theeyesof the
ageingworld, inhis words and deeds,the completemodel of Chris-
tianperfection."

After speaking briefly of St. Dominicand his work, the Holy
Fatherproceeds:"

Itwascertainly nomerechance thatbrought to theearsof the
youth these counsels of the Gospel:Donot possess gold nor silver
normoney inyour purses,nor scripfor your journey, nortwo coats,,
nor astaff (Matt, x.,9, 10). And again:'If thou wilt be perfect,
go s«ll whatthou hast,and giveto the poor . . . andcome fol-
low me.1 (Matt, xix,21)."

The Pontiff then tracesthechief events inthe lifeof St. Francis
and therise of his Order, recounting the namesof the principal of
the illustrious persons who were enrolled amongst the members
entitled,by Gregory IX., "SoldiersofChrist,ne>v Machalees" The
Third Ordar of St. Francisreceives special commendation, the Holy
Fajtfefer saying:"Thusdomesticpeace, incorrupt morality, gentle-
ness of behaviour, the legetimate use and preservation of private
wealth,civilizationand social stability, spring as from a root from
theFranciscanThird Order;and itis ingreatmeasure to St. Francis
thatEurope owes their preservation."

A verygeneral interest will be felt in the following sentences
of this admirableEncyclical:

—" Italy,however,owesmore toFrancis than any other nation
whatever;which, asit was theprincipal theatre of his virtues,so
also mostreceived his benefits, and, indeed, ata time when many
werebentonmultiplying the sufferings of mankind,he was always
offeringthe righthandof help to the afflictedand the cast-down;he
richin the greatest poverty never desisted from relieving other's
wants,neglectful ofhis own. Inhis mouth hisnative tongue, new-born,sweetly uttereditsinfant cries;he 'expressed the power of
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