
The amendment found only two or three
supporters. The motion was carried with
enthusiasm.

THENOMINATION.
The nomination of candidates for the repre-

sentation of Peninsula district in Parliament
took placeatNaumann'sHall atnoononMon
day, Mr A.R. Ure acting as returning-officer.
About100 persons werepresent.

Mr William Robertson proposedWilliam
James Mudik Larnach,and the nomination
wassecondedby Mr Thomas Cossens.

Mr George Stokes proposed andMr Angus
M'Fadzeanseconded John Wells.

Mr William Wardrop proposed and Mr
Charles Stewartseconded MichaelDonnelly..

Mr Hugh Gourley, in proposingPatrick
Moran, referred to the candidate's satisfac-
tory views on the Chinesequestion, andsaid
that he had no doubt that if the influx of
Chinese was not speedily stopped they would
become as great apestasthe rabbits. Itwould
not surprise him very much to see some of
theirextremeLiberalmembershavingtotables
motion in theHouse toexterminatethe Asiatic
intruders in the same way as the objectionable
quadrupeds.

Mr Francis Meenan seconded the nomina-
tion.

The candidates were invited by theReturn-

nach, withsuch excellent tasteand such force
has referred to as existing inanother country
atthe present time. Iwish the laws of New
Zealand to be so administered and to be so
dealt with that there shall never be causein
the future of New Zealand for anything of
thatkind. No doubtpeoplewho declare them-
selves as the deadly opponents of thenational-
isation of the land will not agree with my
opinions. They are prepared to administer
the lands of New Zealand in the same spirit
that they were administered in the country to
whichIrefer, andIsuppose theydo notcare
if, centurieshence, the sameresults take place
here. They may not care in regard to that,
but Iam sufficiently liberal-minded tocare,
and that is the reasonwhyIsupport a liberal
land system-for New Zealand. Iadvocate
economy in regard to the finances of the
Colony,becauseIconsider it to be in a dan-
gerousposition;Iadvocate the openingupof
the country;Iadvocate a land tax j and I
opposed last year, as Ioppose this year,
Chinese immigration. Iadvocated last
year that the exemption in regard
to the property tax should not be reduced
below £500.— (Applause.) Iadvocated trien-
nialParliaments against Parliamentsextend-
ing over five years,andso on withmany other
measures. Iadvocated these principles last
year. Iadvocated them again this year, and
in face of the hostile criticism of the Press
whichhas beendirected againstme

—
in faceof

the severest cross-examinationand interroga-
tionsthat any candidate who has stood ona

Eolitical platform has been subjected to—l
ayenotbeen compelled toabandonormodify

a single opinion. Seeingthat MrLarnach was
anxiousat St.Kilda to know whatmymotive
was in seekingtobe returned toParliament,I
will tell him:To advocate these principles.
Ithas been saidby many that, if returned,I
could exert no influence in Parliament.
Gentlemen, Ithink Ican show you con-
clusively thatIcan use influence. Ihave
exercisedinfluence onMr Larnach already. I
have compelled him to abandon nearly the
whole of that oppressive and Tory platform
to which he gave expression here about a
week ago.— (Applause.) Twelve or 18months
ago he advocated the abolition of property
tax, the reimposition of teaandsugarduties,
school fees, and taxing thepeople through the
customs,andneversaid a wordabout landtax.
Now he isin favour of a land tax,thoughhe
wasnot18months ago. Thenhe was& strong
advocate of Chinese immigration in its most
objectionable form(that is,making them per-
manent settlers in New Zealand). Now I
see by theTimes'report of his meeting at St.
Kilda thathe sayshe never advocatedChinese
immigration.— (MrHenderson interruptedto
ask the candidate to express his own opinion.)
Iam replying to one of the strongest^objec-
tions urged againstme. It has been said that
Ihaveno influence, and Iam going to show
you thatIhave exercised influence over Mr
Larnach— (applause);andif Icancompelhim
before this constituency to abandon his plat-
form,Ihavenodoubtthat if wewerereturned
asmembers fordifferent constituencies to Par-
liament Icould,bythe force of reason,com-
pel him to abandon it there.

—
(Applause.)

What did he say about the property tax-
about the exemption, the first subject of
his platform? He is reported to have
said that he saw no reason why a
man having £500 should not be taxed as
well as a man having £1000, and thatitwas
equitable and fair that a man having £500
should be taxed. When he saw thatprinciple
wasnotpopular he, at Anderson's Bay, aban-
doned it, thoughhere he said itwas fair and
rust.— (Applause.) So it is with school fees.
Eighteen months ago he was in favourof the
reimposition of school fees. Now, when he
comes before you and finds the fees are not
popular,he is notin favour of their reimposi-
tion. AsIsay, the wholeof the general prin-
ciples to which he gave enunciation here a
week ago he abandonedor modified, except
that he is still,it seems, in favour of Parlia-
mentlasting five yearsinstead of three years,
andIhaveno doubt that a few well-directed
questions would cause him before theendof
the week to changehis opinionon that subject
also.— (Applause/) Probablyby the endofthe
weekhis conversion willbe complete,andthen
Ican retaliate upon him, and say,in face of
abandoning all his platform,whatis he going
toadvocate?— (Criesof

"Order,"anda Voice:
"You are too personal.") Ihave toreply to
these objections. Itis unpalatabletoMrLar-
nach's supporters, no doubt; but Imust
answer them. I am only answering
his objections. I will tell you what
was stated a month ago to be his object
ingetting into Parliament. Ido so because
the statementcomesthrough the same source
as the criticism to whichIwassubjected. The
Herald criticised the candidates for this con-
stituency, andused thesewords in a leading
article:"Mr Larnach has sufficiently liberal

withmore credit, andcomeout better inevery
respect, thanifIdescendedtoclaptrap. lam
not in favour of the Chinese cominghere in
numbers.

— (Interruption,anda Voice:
"

You
have said you were, though.") Ihave said
nothingof thekind. Look here, ifyouarenot
men enough to hear me, sayso. Iam not
afraid of any of you.— (Hear, and interrup-
tion.) You mistake your man altogether—
(Interruption.) You mistake your man alto-
gether if yousupposeyou willhaveany effect
on me.— (A Voice :

"
You said you were in

favour of the Chinese.") IsayIam not in
favour oftheChinese.— (A Voice:"Andwhy
do yougo backon yourpreviousstatement?")
Iam in favour of the Chinese beingtreated
in a proper way,as portion of God's people,

aminfavour, also, ot Maorisbeingtreated in
aproper way,andof anysavagesbeing treated
in a proper way. There are savages in a
country you are pleased to look upon as a
civilised country, where they are committing
murdersanddepredations thatareshameful.

—
(Applause.) How can you dare to sit there
and compare the Chinese to people who
will go behind hedges and shoot others, and
stab them in the dark?— (Applause, and a
Voice: "You mean the Boers.") Be
raen,_(A Voice: "You have been among
the Boers, have you?") The Boers are a
superior race of men to those animals.

—
(Mr

Henderson: "Donot be toowarm.") Those
of the intelligent electors who are here— (A
Voice:"Dryup."),— whosevotesIrespect,I
feel quite sure know my opinions on the
Chinese question, and know this: that I
would not be one to allow Chinese to come
here in numbers,because Ido not believe in
overrunning the country. When they are
here, however, Iwill have them treated
fairly. Lookhere, gentlemen, youhaveheard
my opinionspretty fully,anditis unnecessary
for me todetain youlong,and it isnot my in-
tention to do so. All Ihave tosayis this:if
you send me to the AssemblyIwill do my
work honestly andfairly, andIwill do justice
toeverymanand to everysubject. Iwill do
justiceregardless of personalinterests, and re-
gardlessoffavour,orfear,oranythingelse. Iwill
notlendmyself toanyparty thatwillnotdojusticejus-
tice to this part ofNew Zealand. Iask you to
send me to Wellington unfettered, so thatI
may judge for myself when Iget there what
portion of theAssembly is willing to do most
justice to this district in particular, and the
Colony as a whole. Ihave nothing to say
in respect to the other candidates. All I
ask of youis this:tochoose the man who you
think is best fitted to serve you;andif you
leave outIwill not quarrelwith you. Ibe-
lieve you will sendme there by an overwhelm-
ing majority— such a majority as will show
that the electors of this constituency are not
the least intellectual and intelligent of New
Zealand.— (Applause.)

MrWells, inaddressingthosepresent, gave
expression to the same views as he did in his
address on Saturday night, and repeated the
charges which he then made against the
Government.

Mr Donnelly said: Mr Returning-officer
andgentlemen,Iam sure that youdo not wish
thatIshoulddetain you verylong to-day,and
it is not my intention to do so by speaking
uponpoliticalquestions. With these youare
thoroughly well acquainted;but my candida-
ture has received such opposition from all
quarters, Ihave been attacked with such
violence and such animus from every point,
thatIamsure you willpardonme for entering
into, or at least replying to,a few objections
which havebeen made against me. First of
all Iwill refer to two or three objections
urged against me by Mr Larnach in his St.
KUda speech. He said it waspresumption in
me tostand for thisdistrict. MrLarnach, and
gentlemen in the influential position he
is in, regard it as presumption for any
poor man to come forward to oppose
him. (Mr Henderson:""Not at all."—
Applause.) But nevertheless I am not
afraid of the influence which he can exercise,
and he may call it presumptien or whathe
likes, but nevertheless Ido presume to
stand,andIthink Ican put forward insup-
port of my candidature quiteas good reasons
ashe canin support of his. - (Applause.) He
was good enough to say at St. Kuda that I
wished to make Parliament a stepping-stone
tomy ambition. That is not so. Parliament
is the goalof my ambition, andIcannot help
thinking thatwhen MrLarnach uttered those
wordsit washis owncase he hadinview,and
not mine.— (Applause.) My object inseeking

1!office in Parliament is to advocatethe pnnci-- pies whichIhave enunciatedhere during this
? contest, andwhichIplacedbeforeyoulastyear- whenIannouncedmyselfasanadvocateofFree-
o trade andofliberal landlaws— thatis. laws ad-
% ministered in such a manner that thereshall
3 notbe in the futureof New Zealandany cause
t to bring about those scenes which Mr Lar-

ing-officer to address those present if they
weredisposedtodo so.

MrLarnachsaid:MrReturning-officer and
gentlemen,Icomehere as one of yourselves.
Ihave been solicited bya number of electors
in this district to come forward, otherwise I
would not be before you;and feelingmyin-
terests were so much allied to your own,I
thought Iwas justified in coming forward to
serve you. Practically,Ido not believe in
theoretical legislation. Ihave had consider-
able experience,not only in this but inother
countriesinAustralasia, andIthinkIamable,
frflni- the knowledgeIhave acquired,toserve
you in a practical way, and do you good
service.— (Applause.) Aboerushas beenraised
beforo youtodeprecate me inyour eyeson the
Chinese question. It is all claptrap.— (Hear.)
Ican only tell you plainly thatIwas very
much grieved to hear a gentleman whomI
respect verymuch comparing the Chinese to
rabbits. Isay it is humiliating for anyman
calling himself a man to do such a thing,
and if any man finds fault with me
because Ihave a feeling of charity and
mercy,Isayto him, Don't return me.

—
(Ap-

plause.) Isay itis humiliatinganddegrading
for a whitemanwhohashadarespectableedu-
cation tocompareaportionof God's people to
beasts like rabbits.— (Applause.) Isay it is a
shame. IfIlose my election inconsequence
of taking up thestandIhave,Iwillcomeout
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Dr Moran:Iwill give you a general an- I

swer. Iwill endeavour to promote the in- i
terestsof the Peninsuladistrict inevery way, j
andto obtainfor iteverythingitis entitledto,,
and will be always glad toreceive suggestions
fromits inhabitants.

A questionon the subject of insular separa-
tionwas asked.

Dr Moran:Gentlemen must imagine that
Imust be a perfect politician. It could
hardly be expected that Iwould be prepared
with an expressionof opinions on such sub-
jects. However,Ihave considered the ques-
tion well, andalways advocateda Government
for each Island,and a General Government at
Wellington.

AnElector:Are you in favour of the ex-
tension of the franchise to the female portion
of the community?

Dr Moran:Iam not.
The Elector:Would you kindly give ub

your reasons?
Dr Moran:Ithink itis sufficient for me to

announcemyprinciples. IfIwere togive you
all my reasons youwouldbe hereallnight.

Mr M'Bride:Is thecandidate infavourof
granting State aid to the teaching of Free-
thought at theLyceum?'Dr Moran:Ido not know whether the
gentleman means to insult me or not,butI
will answerhis question. Iwill saylamnot.

Mr Worthington asked the candidate's
reasons.

Dr Moran:Itis enough for me toannounce
my principles. Ido not think anyman has a
right tocall uponme for my reasons. If you
returnme to the HouseIwill give reasons for
the votingIgive,butIhavenever heard of a
candidate being calledupon togive reasons for
his answers toquestions.

Mr J. Carroll moved, and Mr Mead
seconded—" That DrMoranis themostfitand
proper person to represent thePeninsula dis-
trict inParliament.,

Mr Worthingtonproposed,andMrClarke
seconded—

"
That the candidate be simply

thanked forhis address."
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