
THE DISTRESS IN DONEGAL.

Itis a remarkable fact thatDr.Moranhasfailed togetany lay-
manof his ownfaith tocomeforwardto represent the views which
he soeloquently andsopersistentlyadvocates. Tbe factis,it is far
morea priest'squestion than a people'squestion. As we recently

showed, evenDr. Moranhimself, genialas he is in privatelife,has
I thought itneedful,on coming straight from Borne, to threaten his
'people with theworstecclesiastical painsandpenalties if they dared
tosend theirchildrento the State schools. He doubtless has his
ordersdirect fromthe Pope himself: he knows that the absolute
powerof thepriestsdependsingreat measureon theirhavingexclu-
sive access tothe children of theircharge; and whilehe is the re-
presentativeandmouthpieceof the worst ecclesiastical tyranny in
the world,he standsbeforea public audience and talks about civil
andreligiouslibertyI Ifbeis such a friend of liberty why does he
notpermithis peopletodo as theyplease inthismatter, withoutex-
ercising anoverwhelmingpressureupon their consciences? We say
unhesitatingly that this is not a question of the rights of 70,000
Catholics,butof the aims andwishes of a tyrannoushierarchy, the
headof whichis the " infalliable

"Pope himßelf. Speaking of the
moneyvoted for thepurposeof education, Dr. Moransays: "Inthe
expenditureof thatmoney for thepurpose forwhichithasbeenvoted,
70,000of your fellow-citizenshavebadnosharewhatever." This we
entirely deny. Thousandsof BomanCatholicchildren haveenjoyed
afree educationoutof thatvote. And wherever thepressure of the
priests is for a time withdrawn,theredo thepeoplestill avail them-
selves of the advantagesofsuch education. Leftto themselves,only
aminority of the BomanCatholic laity wouldbe dissatisfied, andwe
deny theright ofDr.Moran tospeakinthenameof thewholeofthe
BomanCatholic peopleof the colony indenouncing the system. We
donot believethat themajority of theBomanCatholics desire tobe
a peculiar people in this respect,segregated from their Protestant
fellow-colonistsintoseparate seminaries, and trained in a system
opposedasmuchpolitically andsocially as itis in mattersof faith to
theexerciseofprivatejudgmentandindividualfreedomof thought.The
Stateis indeedbound to leaveeverymanto the free exerciseof his
religion,butitis not bound to step out of its way to hand over a
large section of the people to the absolute control of an alien
hierarchy. We haveoverandover again shownthat weare not in-
different to theclaims of religion;andin advocatingthe " religious
half-hour

"
as ameans of providinganopportunity for BomanCatho-

lics, equally with all otherreligious bodies, to inculcate the special
tenetsof their faithon tbeyouthful members of their ownbody, we
haveendeavoured toshow how theonly valid objection to our pre-
sent system canbe fairlymet. Further than that we are not pre-
pared togo. ... We say,then, toBishopMoran, as wehope the
electorsof thePeninsula will say to him next Monday,Hands off 1
rash prelate; hands off this ark of our libertiesI—Otago1

—
OtagoDaily

Times.
Wemust legislatefor the greatestgoodof the greatest number,

andforemost amongthe dutiesof tbe Stateina Democratic country
such asNew Zealand,is undoubtedly that of seeing that everychild
in thecommunity is educated. Experience has taught us that de-
nominationalism has mostcertainly failedtoaccomplish that task in
the past, and it therefore rests with those whoareagitatingfor a
change in the law to prove thatit can be so amended as to secure
what nationaleducation aims at giving, whilemaking therequired
concessions to the religious bodies. And that, wecontend,has never
yetbeen proved. The vastmajority of thepeopleof the Colony are
sincerely convincedthat its future greatness and stability are inti-
matelyboundup with its free, undenominational, and compulsory
system of education, and that any concessions in the direction
demandedbyDr. Moran would be disastrous to thebest interests of
thecommunity.— Christchurch Pres*.

Thefollowingletterhas beenaddressed to theFreeman:
—

Kilcar, countyDonegal,11th Nov., 1882.
Sir,

—
Just atpresent the burning memory of the horrorsof '46

and '47 is being recalled amongst the poor people of this parish
They arethis day trembling in contemplation of that event when
they see the potato crop, theirstaple article of diet, all but gone.
These poor, honest, industrious peasants entirely depend on the
hazardsofonecrop,andif thatcropfail inevitable want and misery
mustbethe result. They aredestitute of any other aid. They have
nomanufacturingindustries,nopublic works,no labourofanykindby
which they could earnsomething toarrest theexistingdistressconse-
quentonthetotalfailureof thepotato.The wholeparish(650 families)
areutterly without reserveorresourcetofallbackonintimeoEreverse.
The state of things willbe for them,unless aided very soon, critical
and alarminginthe extreme. Imay say there has been amongst
them for many years past a partial famine owing to the failing
harvests;but the terrific storm that ragedalong these coasts on the
IstOctober lastswept away the greaterpartof their grain and bay,
and, too, carriedoff theroofs of their little cabins, leaving neither
scraws nor timberbehind. Someof thesecabins are still unroofed,
the occupants finding shelter in their neighbours' houses, being un-
ableto roof themfor wantof means. Ihave had an ample oppor-
tunity for thelast monthof going throughtheparish.Ivisitedmany
of their houses(ifhouses someof them may be called),Isaw the
quantity of potatoesthey hadgatheredin,andwith asafe conscience
Ican tell thepublic thatthehalfof these 650 familieshave not the
seed for the coming Spring, andIamsorry tosay thatmany of them
have not a four-footedanimalfor market. They donot wishfor the
pauper'sdole if they couldavoidit. What they want and what they
desireis employment. Their voices arenow raised in warningtothe
Governmentthat a dreadful catastrophe is at hand, and will that
Governmentbedeaf to the cry of a people who will,withoutdoubt,
starvein thenear futureunless promptly relieved1 Ihopenot. If
the Government fear exaggeration, let them at once institute an
officialinvestigation. Unfortunately some of us know the sad and
lamentableresult of the delay of giving aid in '47. Thes« poor
people,too,wouldbemostanxious to take advantage of the Arrears
Act, butit is not inthepower of many of them. They have not the
renttopay,and,asIsaid before, they have nothing tobring ,to the
market tomakeup the rent required. Iam forming a committee,
which will receive and acknowledge any help coming from a
charitablehand toa peoplein veritable need

—
a people who have

to tide overa long spaceofnine months, and who have not,Imay
say, at this moment apotatoetoeat; no money; no credit. I'll
repeatit,if there be doubtcast on, the above meagre statement of
facts, let things beexamined,however superficially, and it will be
fouadthat thedarksideof thepicture is not exhibited.

—
Iam, Mr.

Editor,yours faithfully,
\ , Patbick Logue, P.P.

Denying utterly as we do that any injustice whatever is per-
petrated by the Education Act in regard to any section of the
community, wehave, unfortunately, the fact to deal with that the
existenceof such injustice is forcibly and persistently asserted, and
ip^jl willbe supportedby allthe authority of the Church of Borne.
Dre-Moran, so far ashe is afree

'
agent, is thoroughly clear-headed

andpractical;assuming the injustice asafact hestatesunreservedly
how he conceivesitshouldberemedied. To thisportionof his speech
we woulddirect theparticularattention of the electors of thePenin-
sula. He wouldhave,he says,theCatholics receive what he terms
their fair share of the educational appropriations. We presume his
meaning tobethat capitation money on the same scale and under
BimilarconditionsastheState schoolsshould be paid in respect of
the Catholic schools,and that a proportion of the moneys available
forschool buildings shouldalso be allocated, Such an arrangement
wouldsimply bedestructive of thepresentsystemof education, and
wouldlead to the establishment in lieu thereof of denominational
schools. What wasconcededto onedenomination couldnot reason-
ably be denied toanother, nor is the ground at all tenable that the
Boman Catholicbody alone has aright or claim to separate schools."Youmay talk," said Mr.Bollestoninhis speechlastsessiononMr.
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Pyke'sBill,"aboutliberalismasmuch asyoulike,butif youdestroy
this nationalsystem of educationyou willdeprivethepeopleof that
education which fits them most fully to form anation. Thissystem
we look toasbreaking down class distinctions, and tending topro-
duce a people with common aspirationsand common hopes."—
DunedinEvening Star.

very well-havebeen undertakenby anyzealous and intelligent lay-
manbelonging tohis ownChurch ;andhad he succeeded in induc-
ing the chairmanofhis meeting,Mr.Callan, toenter the contest in
placeof himself he wouldhaveacted wisely. Probably Mr.Donnelly's
ambiguous movements annoyed him, and this not unlikely had the
effectofdrawing forthhissomewhat unexpected announcement,and
havingonce declared himself asacandidate hecannot veryeasily
retire. Mr. Donnelly, with noticeable adioitness,is playing therole
of themartyr, to what we suppose he considers

—
or,at all events,

wishes tbe electors to believe
—

is ccclcstiastical persecution. He
states thathe has neversaid thathe is in favour ofDenominational
education, the reason being,doubtless,that he did not consider it
prudent todo so. The struggle withhim musthavebeenviolentand
protractedindeciding between principle and expediency

—
between

adhering to andopenly advocating Denominationalism and passing
itbyon theotherside.— DunedinMorningHerald.

LESSER REPTILES.
TheBishop's addressisalmostentirely takenupwithadiscussion

of the Education question,and its toneis certainly not thatof the
polished ecclesiastic A vein of mingled ferocity and exaggeration
runs throughout it. We suspect thatMr. Donnelly'sunwiseassertion
ofspiritualindependence— if itreally be independence— will prove
fataltohisprospect of rising to thehead of the poll when theelec-
tion takes place. Meanwhile, the question forces itself upon our
minds,— as doubtlessitdoesuponthe mindsof thepublicat large,

—
whethertheagitationagainst the" godless" schoolsisnotpractically
confined to theBomanCatholic priests,andisnot sympathisedin to
any great extent by the Boman Catholic laity.— N.Z. Christian
Record,

Dr. Moran, Roman Catholic Bishop, Dunedin, has issued an
addressto the electorsof the Peninsula,for which district he offers
himself as acandidate for a seat in the General Assembly. This
stepon hisparthas met withthe strongdisapprovalof the Dunedin
Press,and weexpecttheopinion of theinhabitantsofNew Zealand
generally willbe pretty unanimous in the same direction. "Asa
man, a citizen,ana anelectorof thePeninsula" he abstractlyhasa
right in commonwith everyoneholding thesequalifications toaspire
toa seat intheLegislature. Butasanecclesiasticofanorganisation
claiming apower and authority in allmatters, temporal aswellas
spiritual, superior to that of the Queen and Government of the
country, and owningabsolute allegiance only to the PopeinBorne,
he willnot be consideredbymany outsidehisowninfluenceaseligible
for the office, His weekly fulminations from the pulpit and-the
Press against the laws,law-makersand institutions of the country,
ought to disqualifyhim. Noonehas evermoredeterminedly,'syste-
matically and persistently exertedhimself toset class against class
and to stir upand maintain the most bitterof all animosities—re-
ligious animosities

—
in thecommunity than he has done ever since

he set foot inthe colony. Indeed,it is only through the goodsense
andprudenceexercisedby themembersof theBoman Catholic faith
thatserious consequenceshavenot ensued from the doctor's intemp-

erate language andbehaviour. While wehaveno idea thathe will
everobtainaseat intheLegislature of a Britishcolony,it might do
himselfgood if hedid. He wouldnot there have it "allhis own
way,"as inthepulpit;hewouldhave todebate with menofintelli-
gence, education,and ability— " foemen worthy of his steel"— and
theresult might tend towards his owngood, if not that of his con-
stitaents.—Clutka Leader.
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