
The ArrearsAct is the latest instance of the utter inabilityof theBritish Parliament to legislate properly for Ireland. Here was ameasureof beneficent design
—

conceived,itcanscarcely be doubted,
with the intention of relievinga host of ruined tenant-farmers fromanoverwhelming loadof debt putupon their shoulders by rackrents
andbadseasons,andof giving thema fresh startinlifeunder hope-
ful conditions. Yet soblunderingly has the statute been framed,andsounsuited are some of its provisions to the circumstancesof tbii
country, that at the present moment itbidsfair tobe evena more
ghastly legislative failure than Acts ofParliamentfor Irelandusually
are. Itsauthors coolly assumed that tbeharvest for 1882 wouldbe abountifulone,andjumped to the wholly unwarrantedconclusion that
the harvestfor 1881 wassufficient to againset up men whohadbeen
struggling with three successive adverse years. Therefore, asa con-
ditionprecedent for availing of theprofferedadvantagesof the Act,
it was providedthat a year'srent should first be paid andset to the
account of1881, though, as is wellknown, thousands uponthousands
of the Irish tenant-farmers could no more find themoney for the
purpose thandiscover Aladdin's lamp;unless, indeed, they should
fall into either of the straits from which the Act itselfexpressly and
interms professes to guard them— namely, " loss of their holdings,
or deprivationof the means necessary for the cultivation thereof."
Asit this werenot balk enough, the

""
hanging-gale

" provisionwasinserted, which, from the confusion as to its real meaning ithascaused, multiplies indefinitely the difficulties about the payment of
the year's rent. Then, ina spirit of maladroitness rarely equalled,
the 30thofNovember was arbitrarily fixed as the very last day on
which such absolutely necessarypaymentcanbe made and the 31st
of December thelast onwhich applicationsunder the statute canbe
received. Thus it comes to pass that an Act which became law
towards tbe end of last August virtually expires for numbers of
tenants in arrears about the time they have begun to hear of its
existence1 Inaddition, what the needs of the case demandedshould
have been a statuteas simple as a lesson in achild's reading-book is
acomplicatedandmystifying piece of legal draughtsmanship. No
wonder, then, thatnow,at the close of .November, applications con-
cerningno more than about £100,000 of arrears have been made
although the Prime Minister himself estimatedthe totalof thearrears
asbetween two and three millions! Was ever measure proved to
havemissedits aim more widely than this ? The situation inregard
to itis simply preposterous,and cannotbe allowed to stand, unlessthe Gladstone Governmentand theBritish Parliament havemade up
their minds to bear such ridicule as attaches to that King of France
who with forty thousand menmarched up thehillandthen marcheddownagain.

—
Nation.

The founding of Pennsylvania by William Perm, the virtuous
Quaker,200 yearsago,wascelebrated in many cities of that State
on the 22nd of October. Philadelphia, on Monday last, began a
week's festivities to commemorate the event, and her streets will
witness daily processionsof societies of all kinds and nationalities,
military,civil,social,and literary, while her nights will be aflame
withrockets and illuminations.

Itis worth recalling at this time the fact that the Irish element
ia oneof the strongest in the very foundation of the State of Penn-
sylvania. The Rev.T. A. Spencer, in his "" History of the United
States,"says:"In the years 1771-72 the number of emigrants to
America from Ireland alone amounts to17,350 Within the
first fortnightof August, 1773, there arrived at Philadelphia 3,500
emigrants fromIreland;aud from the same document which has
recorded this chcumstance, it appears that vessels were arriving
everymonth, freighted withemigrants fromHolland, Germany, and
especially from Irelandand the Highlands of Scotland."

Although the Irish wire among the earliest settlers in Maryland
andMassachusetts. Pennsylvaiua was the nnst distinctively Irishof
all thecolonies. Twenty-three yearsafter theMayflower passengers
landedat PlymouthRock an Irish emigration look place to Massa-
chusetts, which exceededin numbers the small Puritan colony which
preceded them. But these Irish people weremen sold into exile
and slavery by theEnglish Government. Frjndergast,inhis "Crom-
wellian Settlement," says :—":

— "As one instance out of many:Captain
John Vernon was employed by the Commissioners of Ireland into
England, andcontracted in theirbehalf with Mr. Paniel Sullick and
Mr. Leader,under his hand bearing date Sept.14th, 1653, to supply
them with twohundredand fifty womenof the Irish nation above
twelve yearsandunder the age of forty-five,also three hundred men
above years and undeT fifty, to b*s found in the country
within twenty miles of Cork, Youghal, Kinsale,Waterford,and Wex-
ford, to transport, themintoNew England."

Here were550 men and womenin theprime of life,purely Celtic
in blood,infusedinto the lifeof theprimal Yankee stock ;and these
weie only adropin the tide of Irish emigrationat that time.

But the emigrants from Irelandto Pennsylvania were voluntary
■^settlers. "In 1727," says the PhUadelpliia Gazette, in Newcastle

Government, there arrived last year 4,500 persons, chiefly from
Ireland;and at Philadelphia,inoneyear,1,155 Irish,noneof whom
were servants."

In1728 the number of Irish emigrants landed at Philadelphia
was5,600, " while in thenext ten years," says Mr.Bagenal, in "The
American Irish," "theIrish furnished to theCarolinasandGeorgias
themajority of theirimmigrants."

In1722 the townsof Donegaland Paxton,Pa., were settled by
Irishemigrants ;andin1736 theIrish settledthe YorkBarrens.

From December, 1728, to December, 1729, the proportion of
emigiants who landed in Pennsylvania was as follows .—England
and Welbh, 267; Scotch, 43 ;Palatines, 243 ;Irish, 5,655.—" The
Irish," says Bagenal, "being thus nearly ten to one of all other
emigrants takentogether, andthatproportionwasdoubtleßß sustained
down to the Revolution,"

A correspondentfromParis writes:"Passing along the Rue de
Courcellesat anearlyhour one Sunday morning recently,Imet a
lady, veiled and in the deepest mourning, with aparoissienin her
hand. Shehadevidently just come from early service at the adjoin-
ing Church of St. Philippedv Roule. Icaught but a glance of her
veiled face as she passed;but, thoughmuch changed, it was not to
be mistaken. Itwas that' of the Empress Eugenic. She has been
stayiug withthe Due dv Mouchy athis country seat,and wasreturn*
ing,Ipresume,after early Mass, to his town residence not far on,in
thePare de Montceau, to which she hadcomeup previoustojher de-
parturefor England. Itwasastiking illustrationof thevicissitudes
of human fortunes to sei one whose slightest appearance used,in
former days to create so great a sensation, and who was wont to
play so'conspicuous a part here, walking solitary,unnoticed, and
all butunknown, through the streetsof her former capital.
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In1729, a prominent member of the ProvincialGovernment

said :— "Itlooksas if Ireland is tosend all her inhabitants hither.
For last week notless than six ships arrived, and everyday twoor "
threearrive also."

Mr.ShermanDay, inhis "HistoricalCollectionof Pennsylvania,"
saysof the early Irish settlers :—

"They were a pertinacious andpugnacious race,pushing their settlementsupon unpurchased lands,
andproducing freshexasperationamong the Indians." Mr.WinthropSargent,inhis "Tribute to Principles and Usefulness of the Irish
and Scotch Early Settlers of Pa.," says:—" They were a hardy,brave,hot-headedrace;excitablein temper, unrestrainable in pas-sion, invincibleinprejudice. Their hand opened as impetuously to
a friend asit clinched against a foe. ... If they had
faults a lack of patriotism or of courage was not amongst the
number."

lii 1785, Major-GeneralRobertson was examined before acom*
mitteeof the English House of Commons on the American war,in
whichhehadserved. "How," he was asked by Edmund Burke,a
member of the Committee, "are the American corps composed?"" Someare mostly natives," was the answer;

" the greatestnumber
suchas canbe got. . . GeneralLeeinformedme that half
the rebel Continentalarmy werefrom Ireland."

But the highest, under Washington, as well the rank and file,
wereIrish, andthe Pennsylvania Irish supplied an unusual share.Major-General Anthony Wayne, General Walter Stewart, General
William Thompson, General WilliamIrvine, GeneralEdwardHand,
Brigadier-General Stephen Moylan, these wereall of Pennsylvania
Irishstock.

Nine men of Irish birth or descent signed the Declarationof
Independencein Philadelphia. Their names were Charlea Carroll,
Thomas Lynch, George Reed, George Taylor, Edward Rutledge,
Mathew Thornton, ThomasMcKean, JamesSmith, andJohn Nixon.

So werejoice with Pennsylvania in her 200fch celebration, and
werejoice tosee the magnificent development of the healthybloodof its early settlers from Ireland.

—
Pilot.

ANOTHER LEGISLATIVE FAILURE.

responsiblefor the assertion, andwe wereabsolutely powerlessbefore |
itunless Godbadgivensomedistinctsign of denialof it, which He J
had not done. Did the Law itself contradict it? The Law said
there wasbut oneGod, butitalso said that the Desired of Nations
Bhooldcome, thatHe shouldbeof the tribeof Judahand the family
of David, thatHe should bebora at Bethlehem, that He shouldbe
humbleandmeek,andHeaccordedwithallthesepropheciesperfectly.
Buthe would appeal to Christ Himself. Hehad said,"The blind
shallsee,thedeafhear, and to thepoor shall the Gospelbepreached."
He commandedNature with the calmness and serenity of a master,
and from thewholeuniverse, from townsanddeserts, from continents
andislands, frompast andpresent therearose the cry, "Ibelieve in
Jesus Christ the only Sonof God." The temples of idols wereshat-
tered, the temple of Solomon itself had crumbled into dust; the
Kingdom of Christ alone stood firm, and from allNaturethere went
up the grand canticle "Ibelieve in Jesus Chrißt the only Son of
God," and finally from the opened heavens above there had come
down the solemn impressive words thatplaced thematterbeyondall
contradiction, "This is my beloved SoninWhom lamwellpleased."

Inconclusion theBishop congratulated the Catholics ef Nelson
and their venerablepastoruponthecompletionof thenew building.
Itmusthavebeen ahardday for thelatter whenhesaw theoldchurch

.sofull of blessed recollections andsympathies,burned to theground,
} >ut it must be tohim a gratifyingsight to see thislarger and more

suitable buildingspring, as it were,fromits ashes,he congratulated
and thanked the Catholicson the West Coast for their liberalassist-
ance,and thepriest whohadgone there toask for aidon the success
of his mission ;hecongratulated all the Catholics in the city who
had contributed,and thenon-Catholicsupon the assistance they had
rendered, as being aproof thatthey werenot imbuedwith the absurd
materialistic ideas that were floatingso thickly in the air ;he con-
gratulated the architect on the design, and the builder who hadso
well,sofaithfully, and soperfectlycompleted his contract;he con-
gratulated the musicians upon the result of their efforts, and finally
he congratulated all who werepresent on so interesting an occasion.

Inthe evening theBishoppreachedfrom the text "Faithis the
substanceof things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen." He
pointedout that faithin Christ alone wouldnot saveany manunless
he also kept the Commandments. Many believed in Christ as the
Sonof Godbut didnot followHim in their actions. We should be
judged by ourfaith and works, and the good works God required
from us was toobey His Commandments.

The collectionsin the morning and evening amountedto £75,
and the sale oftickets will add between £50 and £60 more to the
building fund.

THE EARLY IRISH SETTLERS OF
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