
on the subject— andaqueer|otitoccasionally ia— but weare.forced
to pass it by unquestioned. When, however, something; stupen-
dously grandis saidwe shoulddepriveour readers ofa great privi*
lege were we not to bring it under theirnotice,andwe therefore
shall be obliged,in such, instances, to make an exceptionaleffort
But who wouldhave thought that our good "Mrs. Softy"of the
Otago Daily Time* woulds have put off her pattenstoassume the
buskin,or wouldhave dropped her scrubbing brush,and her occa-
sionalpen,infavour of thetragic «ceptre 7 We ourselves could not
have creditedit,had we not seen her sweeping inuponthe ictne
wrappedin the awfulpallof tragedy,-andshouting' in.deep tonet ft
warning which has made the very marrowin'our-bonesgrow;stiff
withcold. Here, then, areher sublimeaccentsas she has delivered
theminblackand white. "We say, then, to Bishop Moran,as we
hope the electors of the Peninsula will say to himnext Monday
HandsoffIrashprelate;bandsoff thisarkof our liberties!" "Thit
ark of our liberties!" which is it, the scrubbing brush or theocca-
sional pen1 But there is no joy withoutitssucceeding sorrow,no
rose withoutits thorn. We shall lose "Mrs. Softy";we know we
■hall. Some travelling show willerelongcomeby and shewill be
enlisted as its tragedy queen. As sure asfateshe willbe strolling
aboutio.thepartof LadyMacbethbefore the newyear grows old.
The Bißhop, meantime,goesaboutwithhis handsinhispockets,and
cannotbeprevailedupon,onanyaccount,tostretchevensomuchai
a finger out lestitshouldencounter that "ark of our liberties," and
burstitup like asoap-bubble

—
a thing that isof coursemostfamiliar

-to"'Mrs.Sotty"inher every-day capacity.

Itisastrange thing that under the patronage of
gentlemen who take Herbert Spencer as one of
their chiefguides inlifean association should be
formed in New Zealand into whose rules there
enters the customsomuch condemned by Herbert

Spencer asbeing altogether contrary to the spiritof free institutions
inAmerica,

—
thatis themarching to thepollofbodies of men under

theleadershipof a boss.— For this it is which, to all intents and
purposes,theCouncilof the "Tradesand Labour League

"
are pro-

moting,andthemethodof voting they recommenddiffers altogether
from theblock voterecommendedto Catholics. This is a vote im-
poseduponthemby a particulartyranny,and which they are only
recommendedtomakeuse offor a time:it is by no,means a vote
intendedforpermanentuse or to obtainforCatholics the wholecon-
trol of the governmentof the colony. But, inany case, theCouncil
of the "Tradesand Labour League" should, when they issue an.
address,abideby theliteraltruth,andrefrainfrommisrepresentations.
That they havenot doneso,however,will be evident from the com-
parisonof these twoparagraphs.— TheonefromtheLeague's Address
to theLiberalElectors; the other from Dr,Moran's address at Nau-
mann'sHall:

— "Dr.Moranholds liberal viewson many important
questions,buthisprimary and avowedobject is the subversion of our
system of public instruction. He seeks to put the education
of theyoung under clerical control and thus introduce a system
whichwould foment sectarian strife and denominational feud."

—
<'Ithink youwillbe alittle anxious tohear a little morein regard
to my viewswithreference toeducation. Youwillnaturally ask,me
whatdoIpurpose. Isitmy intention tomovefor the repealof the
presentlaw? Isayno. My object is toamendit, not to abolishit.
If you wishtohave thepresentsystemorany other,Ishall not op-
pose;Iwillgive to everyman the liberty Iclaim for myself. If
you wish tomaintainthepresentsystem, well and goodf Ishall be
satisfiedaslong as youdo justiceto theRoman Catholic body. You
willask meagain if lam anadvocate for the reintroduction of the
systemof charging school fees. Isay no,if youareopposedto it;
butIsay ifyou maintainthepresent system of education, then I
will goin for fees,solong asRoman Catholics areobliged to support
theirown schools unaided,becauseIthink that only fairand just."
The disrspancy between the statementof theLeague andDr.Moran's
plainandopenavowalofhis intentionsis tooglaring to require any
comment fromus, and it is not creditable to the League. They
shouldcertainly abide by the simpletruth. Thenext sentencein the
League'saddressis mereexcusable,and it triay be overlookedon the
pleathat theyhavenotbeen zealousor intelligent studentsofhistory.
It runs as follows:

— "The Bishop is, moreover, the able mouth-
.pieceof apowerfulChurch,andallhistory proclaims the truth that
ecclesiasticalinfluencein the sphere of politicshas been detrimental
to thepublic good." AUhistory, weBay,proves nothing of thekind:
it tends toprovethedirectcontrary

—
and for the descendants of the

men for whom "ecclesiasticalinfluence in the sphereof politics"
largely contributed, for example, to win Magna Charta, such an
assertionis base ingratitude,as wellas a contradiction ofthe truth."Ecclesiasticalinfluencein thesphereof politics," in fact waß allthe
workingmanespecially hadto lookto for protectionduringcenturies
of the world'shistory,andit ill becomeshim to deny the Church
thepraise shehas wellearnedathis hand. Ifhehimself be cut off
fromhis justly earned wages, theChurchproclaimsthat thesin cries
toheaven for vengeance,anditis alsoasin onhis part tokeepback
fromthe Church that whichshe has deserved from him. If, how-
ever,heerrs throughignorance,anddoesnaught in malice,hisBinis
pardonable. Letus hopenomalicehas enteredinto the composition
of thisaddress issuedby the Council of the "Trades and Labour
League"to theLiberalElectorsof thePeninsula.

We cannot,of course,make anyattemptorpretence
MAGNIFICENTIto criticise the utterances of the Press on the

Bishop's candidature
—

or even to comment on a
tithe of them. Oureditorswillsay whatevercomesinto theirheads

Thbbbaretwoclassesof peopleinthis community
whoenjoygreat spiritualprivileges

—
their freedom

is excessive,andinsomeinstances they are found
toavailthemselvesof it to theutmost. We allude

to thatclassofpersons whohave transformedthadevil intoascare-
crow of the past, and who can,in.consequence, perform all,their
actions withouttakinghiminto their reckoning or recollecting they
willeverhaveto settle with him. We allude also toanotherclass,
which includes those whoretainalively belief in the existenceof the
devil, but who belong to theLord's elect, and are therefore inde*
pendent of him. Hehas absolutely lost allpower over them,and
can never regain it,because they can never fall from grace, and
therefore they mayplay all sorts of trickswithhim while they still
continueperfectly safe. Down they cango in fact to the verygates
of the inferno,andpokeathim between thebars,cracking jokesat
his helpless condition, and doing all sorts of things, for which, if
they werenot fortifiedagainsthim,hemight clap his claws around
themon thespot. Aremarkable example,then, of the persons who
enjoy this particularprivilege is acertain worthy gentleman who
contributes articles occasionally to the Chctha Leader,and,if Old
Nickisnot stampingmadbecauseof him,he wasneverput outdur-
ing allthecenturies of evilhehas lived. That gentleman'sparticu-
lar methodof poking up his SatanicMajesty is by means of the
commandment which forbids thebearingof false witness;but from
whosetrammelsthefreedomofthe "Gospel" andtheassuranceof the
electhavereleasedhim,sothathemaymakeof ita playthingtoedify
his companionsinsalvation,and toevoke the envy of thosewho are
outsidethepale. Thisreverendcontributor,then, deals with thecom*
mandment asfollows:—":

— " Hisweekly fulminations,"sayshe,referring
toDr.Moran'scandidature,"from the pulpitandthePress against the
laws,lawmakers, andinstitutions of thecountry, ought todisqualify
him. No onehas evermoredeterminedly, systematically, andpersis-
tently,exertedhimselftosetclassagainstclassand tostirupandmain*
tain themostbitterof all animosities

—
religiousanimosities

—
in the

community than he has done eversince heset foot inthe Colony.
Indeed,itis only through thegoodsense and prudenceexercisedby
themembersof theRoman Catholic faith that seriousconsequences
have not ensued from the Doctor's intemperate language andbe*
haviour." See how theLord'select can talk I— For thoseof us who
arenot the electsuch anutterance would be bare-facedlying and
scandalouscalumny,

—
It wouldbeaggravatedlying,and abominable

calumny, if we ourselves weremembersof a ruck that, alittlewhile
ago, brought a filtby-tongued fellow here, and went, night after
night, tohear him,,whij^e,,hgrwaa doing bisVest to stir upabittw
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