
Mb. Donald Stronaoh(on behalf of the New Zealand Loan and
Mercantile Agency Co., Limited) reports for the week ending
17thJanuary as follows:

—
Fat Cattle.— 246 head yarded for to-day'smarket. Being much

inexcessof requirements, areduction of fully 2s 6d per 1001bwas
theresult. Bullocks fetched from £7 to £10 17s 6d, and cows from
£6 17b 6d to £8. We sold adraft onaccountof Mi. A.Thomsonat
quotations. We quotebeef at22s6d to255.

Fat Calves.— 2l wereyarded,andsold at10s to225.
Fat Sheep.

—
1460 werepenned,250 of thesebeing merino. This

number was by no meansexcessive, but yet theprices fetchedwas
aboutIs lower thanlast week's. Crosß-breds fetched from6s to10s;
merinos, 3s 8d to 4s 3d. We sold onaccount of Messrs.J.and S.
Wilson, (Papakaio),Mr. GeorgeCox,and Mr. JohnDuncan (Cherry
Farm),at quotations. We quotemuttonatl|dper lb.

Lambs.
—

667 were penned and sold at 4s 9d to8s3d. We sold"^
66 at from 7s 6d toBs. /

Pigs.
—

56 wereforwardand sold at from 14s to70s.
Store Cattle.

—
We haveno transactionsto report.

Store Sheep.— There is a demand for cross-bred andmerino of
bothsexes,moreespeciallyfor youngstock, but the low ratesruling
for fat havehadamilitating effect against the business that should
havebeendoneinthis class of stock at thisseason.

Wool.
—

Local salesheld sinceour lastreport have fairly main-
tainedquotationspreviously established. Priced catalogues of Lon-
donsales down to29thNovember reached asby ban Francisco mail
last week,and show prices rulingduring the eightdaysprevious. We
willholdour fourthsaleonTuesday, January 23.

Sheepskins.— Our sale on Monday was attendedby the usual
representativesof the trade, andbiddings were spirited, showing a
slight advance on last week's quotations. Station and dry cross-
bred skins fetched from 2s to 4s 6d;merino, Is9dto4s6d;butchers'
igreencross-brees, 4s lid to5s 9d;merino, 4s 6d to5s;lambs,.sd to
Is6d;pelts, 4dtoIs6d.

Rabbitskins.
—

We offered13bales and 2 bags, but there being
only a few buyers in the market, who do not care to give prices
recently ruling, weonly placed2 bags Backersat6d,and1balemixed
Iat12Ad andpassed12 bales.

Hides.
—

We disposed ofa large catalogue atprices equalto last
quoted— 3d to4dper ft for clean andgood-conditionedhides; 2d for
faulty.

Tallow.
—

We didnot offer any this week.
Grain.

—
Wheat ismoving off but slowly,andprices in favour of

buyers. Choice milling, 4s to 4s 2d;medium, 3s6dt> 3s 9d;in-
feriorand fowls' wheat, 2s to 3s 3d. Oats are also difficult to quit,
andcanonly by done by a considerable concession on pricesruling a
short while ago. We quote stout bright feed, 2s 10d to 2s lid;
medium,2s 8d to2s 9d;inferior and discoloured, 2s 4d to 2s 7d.
Barley:Nothing toreport.

(From theDunedinEvening Star.)
TO THE EDITOB.Bib,

—
AsIam told there isan impression in somequartersthatMr.

Donnelly has beenbadly treated,Iwrite, asone of thatgentleman's
earliestandmost ardent advocates, toexplainwhy myownmind be-
camechanged towards him. HadMr.Donnelly, then,only declared
thathe would support no measure for the alteration of the secular
EducationAct for the ensuing twoyears,Ishould have felt that such
adeclaration was inconsistent with the sentimentsIbad frequently
heard him express. Itwas common, for example,for Mr.Donnelly
tocome into this office and speak" like abook" on the education
question,professinga conviction that a bold,unhesitating, rational
statement, such ashe felt himselfcapable ofmaking, wouldatonce
convert the popular mind, and render it favorable to the Catholic
claims. Infact,Ihavefelt itmore than oncenecessary towarnhim,
in connection with bis contest of last year,not to make the subject
too prominent,for althoughIhad no doubt as to Mr.Donnelly's
ability,Idid not quite share in his confidence in the fairnessof the
public. My consternation,therefore, was extreme whenIfound,on
the gentleman'sown acknowledgment,thatall the timehe had been
speaking so edifyingly, and all the timeIhad been exertingmyself
inevery waypossibletomein his cause,he was quietly resolved to
take the firstopportunity that offereditself to him of makinga prac-
tical condemnationof theCatholic claims

—
for all this was involved

inhis declaration that he would not have supported Mr. Pyke's
amendment

—
a declaration which, moreover,be went out ofhis way

tomake, with atleast the stroDg appearance ofadesire to addinsult
to injury. How, then, the people who havebeen so treatedby Mr.
Donnelly can be accused, with any degree of reason, of dealing
harshly withhim in marking their senseof hisperfidy towards their
cause, and his insolencetowards thempersonally,Icannot conceive.
—I am,etc., John F. Pebbin.

N.Z.TabletOffice, January12.
TO THE EDITOB.Bib,

—
In reply to Mr. John F.Perrin, of the N.Z. Tablet office,I

can only say that his imagination and inventive faculties dohim
muchmorecredit thanhis senseof honoror his veracity. The glow-
ing conversational phantasms whichhe so dramatically depicts are
dueentirely to his fervid imagination. However,Ireadily pardon
him for his questionabletactics,knowing the pressure under which
his veracious effusion was written;and thepublic,knowing whence
it came, will, under existing circumstances, have no difficulty in
appraisingitat itsproper value.—lam,etc., M. Donnelly,

Dunedin,January 13.

TO THE EDITOB.Sib,— We havereadMr.Perrin's letter inFriday's Star. The state-
ments made in it concerning Mr, Donnelly's professions were true.
Mr.Donnelly has spoken, as described,in our presence more than
once. We havealso readMr. Donnelly'sdenial in Saturday's Star.
Itis a shameless, though confused, denial of the truth.

—
We are,

etc.,
John Murray.

Dunedin,January 15. John J. Connor. PRODUCE MARKET— JANUARY 12,1883.
Mb. F.Meekan,Great Kingstreet,reports :—Wholesale prices.

Oats, 2s 6d to2s lOd per bushel;milling wheat, 4s 3d to4s 9dper
bushel; fowls' feed, 2s to 8s9d;barley, malting, 4s to4s 6d ;mil-
ling, 3s 6d; feeding, 2s 6d to 3s 6d;hay, £7 per ton ;chaff, mixed,
£4 10s; hay chaff, £6 ; straw, £2 10s;bran, £4 10s;pollard, £5 ;
potatoes,(old) £3, (new) 6s to 8s 6d;oatmeal, £15 10s;flour, £10
10s to £11 ;butter, medium to prime, 9d toIsper lb.;salt, 9d per
lb.; eggs, Is 3d, per dozen; bacon, sides, 8d per lb.; rolls, 7Jd;
hams, 9£d ;pork,4sd ;old cheese 8d to9d, new7d.

Messbs. Mebceb Bbothers. Princes street, report:— Fresh
butter (in £-lb. and lib.prints), best quality, Is per lb.; ordinary
butter, lOd per lb.; eggs, Is per dozen; roll bacon, 7£d per lb.;
good salt butter, inkegs, 9d per lb.;cheese 6d per lb.

TO THE EDITOR.Sir,
—

My contradictionof Mr. Perrin's statements wouldneces-
sarily includeany emanating from the fagend of the Tablet em-
ployes. Itis scarcely necessary, therefore, tohonour Messrs. Murray
and Connor's"official"manifesto with a special refutation;but as
silencemight not haveagoodmoral effect on their honour and vera-
city in future, Imust answer them as Idid Mr. Perrin, by
giving once for allanunqualified denial to theirstatements.

—
Iam,

etc.,
Dunedin, January16. M.Donnelly.

[NeitherMr. JohnMurray norMr.JohnJ. Connor is anemploy^ of
"the Tablet," at any of its ends or commencements.

—
Ed.

N.Z. Tablet.]
TO THE EDITOR.Sib,— lhave just read Mr. Donnelly's reply to Mr.Perrin's let-

ter which appeared in your issueof Friday evening, and in whichMr.Perrin sets forth his reasons for withdrawing his support fromMr.Donnelly. r
Imustsay thatIwas surpiisedto find Mr.Donnelly endeavour-ing tomake thepublic believethat he has not in the past been azealous advocateof theCatholicclaims on theeducation question. I

haveknown Mr. Donnelly for a long time, and havealwayshelda
Tery high opinion of him. Ihave had frequent opportunities ofspeaking withhim on the education question;andIalways thought
Ihadreason to admirehis manlyview of how thisandother ques-tionsshouldbe canvassed by Catholics.IhaveoftenquotedMr. Donnelly toourfriends as an example
of bold,manly, and uncompromising honesty. Infact, thepurposeof hisconversationswould seem to be togetCatholics to throw offall reserve,anddemandinaboldandabove-board style what they
wereso manifestly entitled to

— viz.', some participationin the edu-
cational expenditureof thecolony.

Now,sir, althoughIwas sorrytosee thatMr.Donnelly'sanxiety
toget intoParliamenthad induced him to forswearbis lifelong con-victions onaquestion affecting thedomestic and financial interests
of 70,000 ofhis co-religionists,still Iwasnotprepared to find thathewouldhave thehardihoodtoalso forswearHis"professions of faith

"
on this great question, made in the Tablet office from time totime.
Idesire tobear testimony to the correctness and truth of Mr.Perrin'sstatemntsinhis letterinFriday evening's paper.— lam,etc.,~ '

, " JohnJ.Connor.Dunedxn,January16.

LABOUR MARKET.— JANUARY 12, 1883.
P.M.Grant and Co., Labour Agents, report for the week :—:

—
We are all bustle now in preparing for harvest work. Thisweek
will seegeneral harvestin thenorthern district, and a few patches
in the south will be inreadiness for the reaper. There areacon-
siderable number of men waiting engagements, but they seem
reluctant toacceptof the wages offering,andatpresent we find some
difficulty in effecting engagements, men expectingextreme wages.
We hear of high rates being offered for harvesters north,but these
reports requireconfirmation,andin the absence of any guaranteeas
to the actual rate of wages ruling, we are unable toquoteas our
engagementsof harvestersis confined to hands for a termof roontbSr
We haveagreat demandfor ploughmen, especially those competent
to workreapers and binders,and weareoffering those 40sper week.
Contractors are competing briskly with thefarmers for labour. Itseemsa pity that large contracts are not to a considerable extent
suspendedduring harvestmonths when all bands are required and
wages high. This would afford farmersagreat advantage and also
equalisethelabour for the men generally;after harvest is overa
greatnumber of men findsomedifficulty insecuring steady employ-
mentat reasonablewages. Couplesmeeting withreadyengagements;
shepherds,wehave engagedaconsiderablenumb-r for this seasonof
theyear;ploughmen,unableto meetdemands,andholding out for an
advancein wages;milkers,generalhands, boys, scarce;tradesmen,
busy at satisfactory wages;hotelmen. hard to procure, a number
preferring torough it on the harvest field rather than stayintown
at small wages; dairymen, youths, boys, in demand; femaleser-
vants still scarce and extremely hard toplease; we shall beglad
Whena freshsupplycorneatoband. Wages firm,
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