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The Farm.

PREVEKTION.—The 0ld proverb of “ shutting the stable door wh®?
the eteed is stolen’’ applies daily to the conduct of a preat many ©
us. The loss every year by disease among live stock is enormou®:
not only as regards the stock themselves but their produce in milk,
wool, and work, This loss might bereduced at least three-fourths
by measures of prevention, and yet these measures are not taken. It
is now a considerable time gince we had any very extensive invasion
of foreign infection among our flocks and herds, and we have been
also tolerably free trom the flake disease, scab, and blacklez. How-
ever, the germs of infection bave not been entirely eradicated, for
every week still supplies its quota of cases of plenro-pneumonia and
sheep scab. As far as pleuro-pneumonia is concerned, it is prin-
cipally confined.te the neighbourhood of Dublin. Last week there
were 18 cases in all, but 4 were at Listowel in Kerry. One cassin
ur island (unless energetic measures are faken) is enough to spread
he infection all over it, Onpe single germ of an infections disease,
small as to be scarcely visible tbrough a powerful microscope, is
capable of indefinite multiplication in a suitable medium, and of
spreading the ditease through thousands and millions of stock, As
long, therefore, as a single case of disease exists, and for some time
after, the country is not safe from its spread. By the efforts of the
authorities (especially at the ports), and by the fact that Ireland is
an exporting rather than an importing country, infection does not at
present spread rapidly in it. This, however, onght not to put us off
our guard ; and a8 our principal natural capital appears at present to
be our flocka and herds, we would impress upon the minds of our
farmers the necessity of laking preventive measures apainst the
epread of disease. Let us take the case of infectious and contagious
diseases, usually called epizootics, These all arise from certain germs
which find their way into the blcod either from the air or from actual
contact with diseased animals, or by direct transfusion or inoculation
through the skin in 2 wonud, or otherwise. If we sow some grains
of wheat in pood rich soil at any season of the year except the middle
of winter, they will, in a short time, spring up green above the sur-
face. But if we sow them on & bare flagstone they will remain on it
without starting into life. They are, in the latier case, not supplied
with the medium suitable for their growth., Now, as regards the
germs of infection, which may be likened to the grains of wheat,
most animals correspond to the good soil. There are some, however,
which resemble the flagstone, as in these the germs pass out again
without themselves maltiplying, and withont affecting the animal,
withont being in high condition, the better ia its chance of escaping,
It shounld, therefore, be the object of the owner of stock to keep it
generally in such condition as a measure of prevention. ¥orses
should be kept at regular work or exercise, regularly and carefully
fed and groomed, and the state of their stomachs attended to in time
by appropriate remedies. These animals are not so liable to infec-
tious disesses ag cattle, principally because they get plenty of exercise,
and sare not allowed to get too fat, Cattle, during the winter, should
have their strength kept up by proper feeding and shelter, and care
should be taken that the water given them to drink be clean, and
that, if they are house-fed, the byre be kept clean, ventilated, and
drained. If these points are well attended to, the young stock, ag
well as milek cows and fattening beasts, will have strength of con-
stitution to resist disease, whether infectious or otherwise, better than
when they are neglected, Sheep shonld be kept on the driest pasture
pasaible, and every effort shonld be made to keep it dry by means of
drainage. Some ether feeding besides the grass should be sapplied
them, and they should be examined daily, The fences, too, should
be kept in snch order as to preclude the possibility of their wander-
ing outside of bounds and thereby importing scab and some other
affection. Pigs require to be kept dry and warm during winter, and
they should get some coal ashes and sulphor from time to time. In
all cages of house-fed animals, whether horses, cattle, sheep, or
pouliry, disinfectants should be used now and then when cleaning
out the farm buildings. Above all things, isolate stock as much as
possible. Let the different classes of animala have different en.
closures, leaving some always vacant, so that they can have a change
of feeding and not be allowed to foul the pasture, Let the fences to
these enclosures be always kept in good onder, Another means of
destroying many disease germs 1n pasture, besides drainage, is leaving
them vacant for a time, during which a top-dressing of quicklime
mixed with gaslime and salt shonld be applied. The top-dressing
will destroy many germs, and the absence of animals, to take in
those which are left, will give time for many other germs to die out,
Then, again, all new purchases vf cattle and sheep should be kept
separate aod perfectly isolated for some weeks, so that if there is any
incipient dizease in them it may have time to show itself, and may
not in the meantime be communicated to the home stock, All cares
suspected of pleuro-pnenmonia, foot-and-mouth disease, or sheep seab,
shovld be at once separated from the vest and reported to the con-
stitubed aurhorities, so that, if necessary, compensation may be
ob . It farmers r. ported these cases at once it is probable that
these dircases would be long ere this stamped out completely. ILtis
to be feared that many cases of epizootic pleure-pneumonia are
hidden, thus doing incalenlable injuty to ell our flocks and herds, and
retasining the germs of tbis disease in the country. No stock-keeper
should be withont a fuur-gallon can of liquid carbolic acid, so that he
may always have some for use whea required. Milk, too, being so
easily linble to contamination, should be well locked after. That
which is taken from cows suspected of any disease, should be kept
separate till such time as the doubt may be resolved into a positive
or negative certainty, In putting up animals to fatten, the process
should not be unduly hastend, especially at the beginning, The
change in the kind and quality of the feeding given should not be
too sudden, but should take place gradually. Newly porchased pigs
require {o be treated with great care to avoid snxfeiting them, and
should at first reccive a dese or two of a mild purgative. In calf,
cowsa should not be allowed to become too faf for fear of puerperal

fover, Ponltry, to be kept in health, require an extensive run, and
some lime and ashes, alsocleanliness, dryness, and warmth in their
roosting-places, If the above precautions are adost.ed? infection from
outside will have great difficulty in eotering ; and if it does effect an
entrance the constitutions of the farm stock will be atrengthened
against it and it may not obtain a hold. The above are the pric-
cipal preventive measures that occur to va as being useful during the
winter both against ordinary and infectious diseases, and we strongly
advise our farmers, while they have yet time, and before agother
epidemic of disease visits us, to adopt them all without exception.—
Dublin Freeman.

THE GARDEN,.

TaE HYACINTH.,—The hyacinth has long been an inmate of our gar-
dens, where it is esteemed one of our earliest and most beantiful
spring flowers ; and for producing a brilliant display in the green-
house or sitting-room during the winter months it is scarcely sur
paseed by any other bulbons plant, It is pr:lpagated by seeds for
obtaining new varieties, but as these are mostly imported from the
Continent, that mode of propagation is seldom practised in thig
country. The seed may be sown in September in light sandy mould,

and covered to the depth of half an inch, During the winter pro-
tection should be given from frost ; and when the leaves uie _down,
one inch of fine mould should be sifted over the plants, and in the
following year they must be treated jn the same way. In the third
year the bulbs may be taken up, when the leaves turn yellow, and
afterwards they should be treated as old bulbs, cnly not covered so
deeply. The seedlings flower in the fourth or twe following years,
The offsets are removed scon after the bulbs are taken up; they
ghould be planted two inches desp, in a bed of light soil, decply dug,
where they will merely require to have their flower stems cut, off for
two years after planting, and to be trested in other respects like the
old bulbs. They may be planted in the sutuma of the third year in
a bed for blooming. Although the hyacinth will bloom weli in
any good garden soil of a light nature, yet to flower in gerfechon and
maintain the bulbs in a healthy condition a bed shonld be qpecialfy
prepared for its growth. The situation should be rather bigh,and
well ex to the sun ; and if superfluous moisture does not readily
pass away the ground should be deeply and thoroughly drained. The
goil ought to be dug out in Angust to the depthof at least two feet and
replaced with prepared compost. As to what is the most suitable
some diversity of opinion exists. The Dutch use soil of the lightest
description—~their own light, sandy mould, rendered still hght.erel)ty
the a.dlt)ﬂtion of fine sand, and enriched with cowdung or decayed leaf-.
monld, In this country soil of a heavier description is usnally em-

ployed, but there can be no doubt that sandy soil is the most suitable.

It is ir such that the plant grows naturally ; it is in such that the
Dutch cultivate the fine varieties which they yearly export to all
parts of Europe ; and it is in such alone, we believe, that there i5
any prospect of preserving these for any considerable time in our
climate—cold and sunless in spring and summer, a8 compared with

that which the plant enjoys in its eastern home, We wonld there-

fore recommend a compost of two parts light friable turfy
loam, or sandy loam and peat, and decayed leaf-monld sand,
and rotten cow manure, one part of each, the whole well mixed,

laid in a heap for some months previows to use, and occasionally
turned. The bed having been filled with the prepared soil, o .th_als,

allowing for settling, it may beabont four inches above the adjoining

path, should be levelled in October, keeping the centre two inches

higher than the sides for a bed of the ordinary width-—four fect,

Planting may then be proceeded with, placing the bulbe eight inches

apart, and at a depth of from three to seven inches, according to the

gize of the bulb, the nature of the variety (whether strong-growing

or the contrary), and the lightness of the soil, The largest hulbs,

and the strongest-growing varieties, shonld be planted deepest ; bub

in heavy soils it is not advisable to cover so deeply as in those of a
lighter description. As a general rule, four or five inches may be

taken as good average depths in Light soil. A littlesilver gand qught.
to be placed heneath each bulb, which, when placed in its position,
should likewisa be just covered with sand. After planting, no atiens

tien is required except protecting the bed from severe frost by a layer

of turf-mould, tan, straw, or some protecting material; but this
covering should be removed before the plants push in epring, when
they may be protected by hoops and mass, but these must_be taken
off whenever the weather is favourable ; otherwise more damage is
likely to arise by the leaves and stems being drawn up than from
frost. When in bloom, an awning of calico or thin canvas may be
placed over the bed, o screen the flowers from sun during the heab
of the day; but it should be taken off before evening, and after
flowering this cover may be kept on during heavy rain, At all o_ther

times, however, the plants should be freely exposed to air and light.
The flower stems should be broken immediately after the bloom has
faded, as the production of seed will tend to exhaust the bulbs.
These must be taken up when the foliage assumes a yellow colour,
and the leaves having been cut off, spread oot on a dry bottom in an

airy place which is shaded from strong sun, o complete their
matarity. Doring the process of drying they cught to be occasionally

tarned, and any loose earth adhering to the roots shaken off and all

unsound bulbs picked out, Whea dry, the rongh outside skin, fibres,

and offsets may be removed if they part readily from the bulbs,

which may then be placed, without touching each other, in open

drawers with perforated bottoms, in baskets, or on shelves, in a dry,

airy place, where they should be cccasionally looked over, snd &ny

which exhibit symptoms of unsoundness carefully removed.

Judges of the Supreme Court in Arkavsas prohibit by formal
orders the sale of liquors within a distance of three miles from a
public or private school.

The Carmelites of New Orleans received a cablegram from Rome,

anngnncing that the petition presonted by their Rev. Father General
\ had been favourably received,



