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The Farm. fever. Poultry, to be kept inhealth, requireanextensiverun,and
somelime andashes, alsocleanliness, dryness, and warmthin their
roosting-places. Ifthe above precautionsareadopted,infection from
outsidewill havegreatdifficulty inentering; andif itdocs effect an
entrance the constitutions of the farm stock will be strengthened
against it and it may not obtain a hold. The aboveare theprin-
cipalpreventivemeasuresthat occur tous asbeingusefulduring the
winterboth against ordinary andinfectious diseases,and westrongly
advise our farmers, while they have yet time, and beforeanother
epidemicof diseasevisits us, to adopt them all withoutexception.

—
Dublin Freeman.

THE GARDEN.
The Hyacinth.

—
Thehyacinthhaslongbeenaninmateof ourgar-

dens, whereit is esteemedone of oar earliest and most beautiful
spring flowers;and for producing abrilliantdisplay in the green-
house or sitting-room during the winter months it is scarcely sur-
passedby any other bulbous plant. It is propagated by seeds for
obtainingnew varieties,but as these are mostly imported from the
Contineut, that mode of propagation is seldom practised in this
country. The seedmay be sownin Septemberinlight sandy mould,
andcovered to the depthof half an inch. During the winter pro-
tection shouldbe given fromfrost ; and when the leavesaie down,
oneinchof fine mould shouldbesifted over the plants, and in the
followingyear they must be treatedin the same way. In the third
year thebulbs maybe takenup, when the leaves turn yellow, and
afterwardsthey shouldbetreatedasold bulbs, only not covered so
deeply. Theseedlings flower in the fourth or two following yeare.
The offsets are removedsoon after tue bulbs are taken up; they
should beplantedtwo inches deep,inabedoflight soil,deeply dug,
where they willmerely requiietohave their flowerstemscut off for
two yearsafterplanting, and to be treated inotherrespects like the
old bulbs. They maybeplanted in theautumnof the third year in
a bed for blooming. Although the hyacinth will bloom well in
any goodgarden soil of a lightnature,yetto'flower inperfectionand
maintain thebulbs in a healthy conditionabed should be specially
prepared for its growth. The situation should be rather high, and
wellexposedtothe sun;andif superfluousmoisture doesnot readily
pass away the ground shouldbe deeplyand thoroughlydrained. The
soil ought tobedugout inAugust tothe depthofatleast twofeet,and
replacedwith prepared compost. As to what is the most suitable
somediversity ofopinionexists. The Dutchuse soil of the lightest
description

—
theirownlight, sandy mould,rendered still lighter by

the additionoffinesand, andenrichedwithcowdungordecayed leaf-,
mould. Inthis country soil of aheavierdescription is usually em-
ployed,but there canbenodoubt that sandy spil is themostsuitable.
Itis insuch that theplantgrows naturally; it is in such that the
Dutchcultivate the fine varieties which they yearly export to all
partsof Europe;andit is insuch alone, we believe, that there is
any prospectof preserving these for any considerable time in our
climate

—
cold andsunless in spring and summer,as compared with

that which theplantenjoys in its eastern home. We would there-
fore recommend a compost of two parts light friable turfy
loam, or sandy loam and peat, and decayed leaf-mould sand,
and rottencow manure, one part of each, the whole well mixed,
laid in a heap for somemonths previous to uso, and occasionally
turned. Thebedhavingbeenfilled with the prepared soil,so that,
allowing for settling,it maybe aboutfour inches abovethe adjoining
path,should be levelled inOctober,keeping the centre two inches
higher than the sides for a bedof the ordinary width

—
four feet.

Plantingmay thenbeproceededwith,placing thebulbs eightinches
apart,and at a depthof from three toseven inches,according to the
size of thebulb,thenatureof the variety (whether strong-growing
or thecontrary),and the lightness of the soil. The largest bulbs,
and thestrongest-growing varieties,should be planteddeepest;but
inheavy soils it is not advisabletocoverso deeply as inthose of a
lighter description. As ageneralrule, four or five inches may be
takenas goodaveragedepths inlight soil. A littlesilver sandought
to beplaced beneatheachbulb, which, whenplaced in its position,
should likewisebe just covered withsand. After planting,no atten-
ti©n is requiredexceptprotecting thebedfrom severefrost byalayer
of turf-mould, tan, straw,or some protecting material; but this
covering shouldberemovedbefore the plantspush in spring, when
they may beprotectedby hoops andmats,but thesemust be taken
off whenever theweather is favourable;otherwise more damage is
likely toarise by the leavesandstems being drawn up than from
frost. Wheninbloom,anawning of calico or thin canvas maybe
placedoverthebed,to screen the flowers from sun during theheat
of the day;but it should be takenoff before evening,and after
flowering thiscover maybekeptonduring heavy rain. Atallother
times, however, theplants shouldbefreely exposedto air and light.
The flower stemsshouldbebroken immediately after thebloom has
faded,as the production of seed will tend to exhaust the bulbs.
These must be taken up when the foliage assumes a yellow colour,
andthe leaves having been cut off, spreadout ona drybottom inan
airy place which is shaded from strong sun, to complete their
maturity. During theprocessof drying theyought to be occasionally
turned, andany looseearthadhering to the rootsshakenoff and all
unsoundbulbs pickedout. When dry,the rough outsideskin, fibreß,
andoffsets may be removedif they part readily from the bulbs,
whichmay then be placed,without touching each other, in open
drawers with perforatedbottoms, inbaskets,or on shelves,inadry,
airy place,where they should be occasionally looked over,and any
whichexhibitsymptomsof unsoundnesscarefully removed.

The Carmelitesof NewOrleansreceivedacablegramfromBorne,
announcing thatthe petitionpresentedby their Rev.FatherGeneral
hadbeen favourably received,

Judges of the Supreme Court in Arkansas prohibit by formal
orders the sale of liquors withinadistance of three miles from a
public orprivate school.

Pbbvbktion.— The old proverb of "shutting the stable door when,
the steedis stolen

" appliesdaily to the conduct of agreatmany °*
us. The loss every year by disease among livestock is enormou8*
not only asregards the stock themselves but their producein milk,
wool, and work. This loss might bereducedat least three-fourths
by measures ofprevention,and yetthese measuresarenot taken. It
is*nowaconsiderabletime since we badany veryextensiveinvasion
of foreign infection among our flocks and herds, and we havebeen
also tolerably free trom theflukedisease, scab,andblackleg. How-
ever,thegermsof infection have not been entirely eradicated, for
every weekstill suppliesits quota of cases of pleuro-pneumoniaand
sheep scab. As far as pleuro-pneumonia is concerned, it is prin-
cipally confined.to the neighbourhood ofDublin. Lastweek there
were 18 cases in all,but 4 wereat ListowelinKerry. One case in

four island(unless energetic measuresare taken)is enoughto spread
Ithe infectionall over it. One single germof an infectiousdisease,
tosmallas tobescarcely visible through a powerful microscope,is
capable of indefinite multiplication in a suitable medium, and of
spreadingthe ditease through thousands and millions of stock. As
long, therefore,as asingle caseof diseaseexists, and for some time
after, the country is not safe fromits spread. By the effortsof the
authorities (especially at theports), and by the fact that Ireland is
anexportingrather than animportingcountry, infectiondoes not at
presentspreadrapidly init. This, however, ought not toputus off
our guard;andas ourprincipalnaturalcapital appears at present to
be our flocks and herds, we would impress upontheminds of our
farmers the necessity of taking preventive measures against the
spread of disease. Let us take thecaseof infectiousandcontagious
diseases,usuallycalledepizootics. Theseallarise fromcertaingerms
which find their wayinto theblood eitherfrom the air orfrom actual
contactwith, diseasedanimals, orby directtransfusion orinoculation
through the skin in awound,or otherwise. Ifwesow somegrains
ofwheatingoodrich soilat any season of theyear exceptthemiddle
of winter, they will,inashorttime,spring up green above the sur-
face. But if we sow themona bare flagstone theywillremain onit
withoutstarting into life. Theyare,in the lattercase,not supplied
with the medium suitable for their growth. Now, as regards the
germs of infection, which may be likened to the grains of wheat,
most animals correspondto the goodsoil. Thereare some, however,
whichresemble the flagstone, as in these the germs pass outagain
without themselves multiplying, and without affecting theanimal,
withoutbeing in high condition, the betteris its chance of escaping.
Itshould, therefore, be the object of the owner of stock tokeepit
generally in such condition as a measure of prevention. Horses
should be kept at regular workor exercise,regularly andcarefully
fedandgroomed, and thestate of their stomachsattended to in time
by appropriateremedies. These animals are not so liableto infec-
tious diseases ascattle,principally because theygetplentyof exercise,
andarenot allowedtogettoo fat. Cattle,during the winter, should
have theirstrength keptupby proper feedingand shelter, and care
should be takenthat the water given them todrink beclean,and
that,if they arehouse-fed, thebyre be kept clean, ventilated,and
drained. If these points are well attended to, the youngstock, as
wellasmilchcowsand fattening beasts, will have strength of con-
stitution toresist disease,whetherinfectiousorotherwise, better than
when they are neglected. Sheep shouldbekept on thedriest pasture
possible,and everyeffort should be made tokeepit dry by meansof
drainage. Some other feeding besides the grass should be supplied
them, and they should be examineddaily. The fences, too,should
be kept insuch orderas topreclude the possibility of theirwander-
ing outside of bounds and thereby importing scabandsomeother
affection. Pigs require tobe keptdry and warmduring winter, and
they shouldget somecoal ashes and sulphur from time totime. In
all cases of house-fed animals, whether horses, cattle, sheep, or
poultry, disinfectants should be used nowand then whencleaning
out the farm buildings. Aboveall things, isolate stock asmuch as
possible. Let the different classes of animals have different en-
closures, leavingsomealways vacant,so that they canhavea change
of feedingandnot be allowed to foal thepasture. Letthe fences to
these enclosures be always kept in goodorder. Another meansof
destroyingmany diseasegerms inpasture,besidesdrainage,isleaving
them vacant for a time, during which a top-dressingofquicklime
mixed with gaslime and salt should be applied. The top-dressing
will destroy many germs, and the absence of animals, to takein
those which areleft, will give time for manyother germs todieout.
Then, again, allnew purchasesof cattle andsheep should bekept
separateand perfectly isolated for some weeks,so thatif there is any
incipientdisease in themit mayhave time toshow itself, andmay
not inthemeantime be communicatedto thehome stock. All cases
suspected of pleuro-pneumonia,foot-and-mouth disease,orsheepscab,
should be at once separated from the rest and reported to the con-
Btilufcri authorities, so that, if necessary, compensation may be
obt«rt?ft*4. If farmers i\poited thesecasesat onceitiB probablethat
thesediseases would be long ere this stamped out completely. Itis
to be feared that many cases of epizootic pleuro-pneumoniaare
hidden, thus doing incalculable injwy toallour flocks andherds, and
retaiuing the germs of this disease in the country. No stock-keeper
should be without a four-gallon can of liquidcarbolic acid,so thathe
may alwayshavesome for use when required. Milk, too,being soeasily liable to contamination, should be well looked after. That
whichis taken from cows suspected of any disease, should bekept
separate till such time asthe doubtmay be resolved intoapositive
ornegativecertainty. Inputting up animals to fatten, theprocess
should not be unduly hastend, especially at the beginning. The
change in the kind and quality of the feeding given shouldnot be
too sudden, but should take placegradually. Newly purchasedpigs
require to be treated with greatcare toavoidsurfeiting them, and
should at riiat receive a doseor twoof a mild purgative. Incalf,
cows shouldnot beallowed tobecome too fat for fear of puerperal
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