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for us to tell a falschood and make a feint of drawing the skin over
a putrefying wound. - Mr, A. M, Sullivan had occasion two or three
years ago to ‘denounce the public rpokeswmen ofj this section of the
English people, and- with a justly scathing pen be described the
calamnistor skulking in sarne garret whence the nnprovoked, insalting,
tiischievons, and altogether scomndrelly out-come of his miserabls
seribbling was carried by him to-be poblished in the eolumns of tha
Préar, that -it might ‘perpetnste strife, and call .ont in strength the
retribative hatred now alluded to by Mr. Godkin, .Buch fellows also,
we are cursed with in this colony of New Zealand, and here we
present our readers with one of the latest exhalations of the foulness
of mind that distinguishes one of the most despieable—or let us not
be unjust to others the most despicable among them—him of the
Ozge Daily Times—Bpeaking of the reported shooting of & sentry in
Dublia the other day—how or by whom not stated—this man speaks
a3 follows : “ This murder reealls the horrible butchery of the 6th
May, but nothirg conld be more thoroughly genreless—we had almost
#aid, more thoroughly Irish—than such a crime, The marder of the
Secretaries may have been regarded by brutal fanatics of the Fenian
ype ag 2 master-stroke of policy, but the sbooting of & poor soldier
on guard is the very euperfluity of wickedness. Bat the Island of
Sa'ints bas for long years been the land of cowardly and purposeless
crime, and thie apparently national characteristic will most certainly
have been {utensified by the epidemic of outrage and murder which
bas raged in many parts of the country daring the last three years.”
Are we not justified, then, in heading our note as we have done,
* lmbecile roffiavism or roffiauly imbecility,” for the quotation we
have made contains nothing else? Why does this fellow meddie at
all with Irish affairs ? he knows nothing about them, bot what does
be know anything about ! His leading columns teem with ignorance
—uone day, for example, he informs us that in the United States there
is nothing heard of in connection with self-government—another day
hf‘. 82y&, an sdmitted eod of government by the majority is the in-
direct oppressim of the minority.—Everywhere he betrays the ig-
noramus, Is it to rebabilitate bimself with those people who cer-
tainly must deride his ignorance that he falls foul of Ireland in his
pecaliarly nasty and iosulting matner! A manper, by the way,
that puts us in mind generally of the upstart—say, for example, the
parish clerk of by-gone days elevated to the dignity of sipping a
cup cf tea occasionally at Mrs, Prondie’s tea-table, and burstiog with
self-conceit, and a new-born contempt of the profanum vulgus,
looked down upon from so sublime a height. But while we find
English editors of any degree, aware that by the vilest ealumny and
grossest insults uttured against Irishmen they can preserve or regain
the favonr of an English public, itia vain for the Spectater, or any olher
newspaper, to contradict the statement of the English hatred towards
Ireland. 1t is a living fact and we know it, not so much because a
m:_il(::volent and insolent fool writes a {ew scurvy paragraphs con-
tglmng its expreesion, but because those paragraphs are read without
disgust or even, it way be, with approbation by an English publie,

Me. ScLATER BooTH, M.P.,, the President of a
scotion of the Briuish Association, remarked the
other day in commenting on a certain paper read
by & learned professor, “that although it was true
that the Irish race, as a whole, in the general way, were superior to
ourselves, and in some very important points of morals, that should
1ot blind us to the awfel crime of murder which preveiled in Ire-
land.” The sdmission, nevertheless, coming from such a source,
meant a great deal, and it will be found to be the more important if
we consider that ¢ the awful crime of murder ” in Ireland is the out-
conte of long centuries of oppression, and the natural result of
bringing a people to bay. The Fimes in an article on the atrocious
sisughter of the Joyee family, indeed, tells us that maurder isin the
blood of the Trisk people—but the Zimes is also among those whom
the Speetator can hardly clear of the hatred Mr. Godkin has spoken
of—Here is its line of argument :—* Grant, for the sake of argno-
meut, that the men who murdered this unfortunate family them-
selves lived in the same squalid misery., It is alarge concession, but
guite fnadequate to explain their moral depravity ; for Joyce bimself
slands as the proof that there is no necessary connection between a
life to which we would not condemn our horses or dogs and cruelty
such as wild beasts never display, Squalor is by no means confined
to Ireland. On the contrary, over a great part of the Continent the
emergence of the labouring population from a mode of life cssentially
similar to that of the Joyce family has only recently been effected,
aud i many countrics it is very partially effected even now. Russian
serfs, notwithstanding their emancipation, are described by one of
their most recent visitors, Mr, @allenga, as living po less rudely and
filthily than the peasants of Connemara, In some districts of Switzer-
land the Yot of the poor is as berd as in the most backward partsof
Ireland, and in Silesin the abject poverty of a peasantry inhabiting
barren and inbospitable mountains matches anything that can be
adduced to explain Irish disorder. Yet in none of these countries do
we find anything to compare with the violence and cruelty which
are ibe standing disgrace of Ireland and the enduring problem for
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her rolers. If we are told that the Irish have the spirit of freemen,
véh;‘le the others aré.slaves who hug their chains, we stilI'ret;pirs
some explanation of the circnmstance that it is not merely of chisfly
in revolt against their rolers that the Irish display their cruel tarbp-
lence, but, 8s in the cases under discussion, in the most wanton and
barbarons maltreatment of their fellow-conntrymen, There is po
reason to think that things wonld be much improved by the granting
of Home Rale to the fullest extent. The apirit of the blood-fend and
the village faction-fight rons threngh the whole natlonal life,” But
for all the Zimes saya here, men oppressed as the Irfsh are now have
in their day surpassed the Irish in cruelty,—Was it not from the
Times itself we took the particulars we published a month or two
agoe concerning a system of agrarian ountrage that existed in Nor-
mandy not very many yeari since! It was, however, from some
reliable source. And, says A writer in the Month, speaking
of France before the Revolntion, “uuntil such a beneficent form of
land tenure was established, French landlords were living continnally
in fear and terror, the evils of agrarian strife were felt, ‘ boycotting
was an insgtitution, and outrage a custom,' Men were murdered in
open day before sympathising crowds, and there was no conspirator
found bold enough to impeach the offender.”” But those who live in
Irclasd in a condition to which, says the Times, Englishmen wounld
not condemu their horses or dogs, are not even there left at peace.
They have been, as it were, bronght to bay, and when the hunter
closes to despatch them they strike in desperation —They etrike only
at ome anotber when by one snother they have been betrayed, In
Russia there are no landlords to hound the wretched people further
down, nor have we heard of them in Bwitzerland or Bilesia.—~We
hear fully of them in Ireland, and that from even some of the Eng-
ligh newspapers themselves, Take this as another instance of their
tender mercies, “ It is painful reading the account of the eviction of
the Limerick tenantry of the Rev, Conyngham Eilig, of Cranbourne
Vicarage, Wiodsor,” says London ZFruth, “who were *industrious,
but terribly poor:' Whose *cffers of arbitration bad all been re-
jected,’ and who could not go into the Land Court begsuss they had
‘leases,” I don’t want to be sentimental, and I daresay exposure to
wet and co’d is nothing to grown-up men and women—when they are
used to it; but it seerns to me that for a child of tender years (and
there were eight such in one of these cases) it might be unpleasant,
and probably wowholesome, to sleep a couple of nights runniag in a
damp ditch by the road-side.” If the writer in the Times himself
were standing by while his little children were thrown out to slesp
'by the road-side, sheltarless in the ditch, it may even bethat he also,
far removed as he is from all Irish sywpasthies, would feel the
* apirit of the blood-fend " tingling more or less in his heart, or even
if he had the fear that those who had dealt so with other families,
would probably treat him likewise in his turn, even hie might also be
moved to at least the contemplation of some desperate action,—But
to return to Mr. Sclater Booth, the cause of the ackaowledgment
made by him and which we have quoted, was a paper read before the
Assaciation at Southampton by Professor Leone Levi * on the State
of crime in England, Scotland, and Ireland.” And the Irish race, as
a whole, were thus found to be superior to the English race or the
Beotch race. They sarpassed these races however in the crime of
murder.—Let us remark, nevertheless, that into the English statistics
of murder there did not enter thosc cases of child murder which
authorities declare to abound in London, nor were there included in
them the numerous suspicions cases of coroners’ juries umable to fimd
voerdicts for want of evidence, or of bodies found drowned, or of
mysterious disappearances that it has been credibly asserted are in
all probability to be accoanted for by murder, on ths T.ha.m(‘:s
embankment or elsewhere. In Ireland, on the contrary, crime 18
pharply watehed, and it would be strange if any inatance of its
occurrence could escape detection. There is the police force of some
12,000 men pight aad day on the look ont, and the whole machinery
of the law is beyond. all comparison closer and more effective than it
is in either England or Scotland,—This iz more especially the case
with respect to drunkenness in which Professor Levi also finds
Ireland to exceed—notwithstanding that the propoertion of aleohel
congumed is very much less than in either Scotland or Eng-
land.—But in Ireland it is the rule that the drunken man be
arrested apart from the condition of helplessness or disorder, in
either of which in Great Britein he must be found beforc a constable
can tonch him. Aud, indeed, even the half-drunken Irishman is for
the most part a uoisy fellow, whereas, in the case of the Beotchinan
particularly, 2 quict demeanour may be obsarved so long as the waun
who i “blin’ fou™ can stand—aud of this, also, we see fraquent
examples even in our own streets. Sandy rolls steadily along as
muta ag & mouse, with twice as much bencath his belt as would set
Pet danciog like & grasshopper and roaring like = bull of Bashan.
The English and Scoteh then, at any rate, make use of far mare
alcoholic drink, proportionally, than do the Trish. We are cc.mymccd
they do not waste it, but why it does not make them drunk, if it does
not, we do mot pretend to explain—they are barder in thelr beads,
perhaps, or firmer on their feet. And now let us come to those par-
gleulars in which Treland is acknowledged to excel her morg



