
SCENE OF THE OUTRAGES.

At the weeklymeeting held on MoncTay t-vtuinp. tbe 19th iust., there
wasa good attendance. The businessof the evening wasa debate on
the subjectof theatres. The methodof drawing tbe members names
out of a h*»t, which has now become so popular withthe members,
wns againadopted. Mr. Milner led off, and laid down theproposi-tion—that tbratroa are iniuri-.us to the vell-hein^ of socioty. The
speakersthat followed,t eatedihe qnp-si >n from abi-tuncal, literary,
and moral standpoint, and some excellent speeches weredelivered,
notably thoseof theRev.Father ODonnell andMr.H. H. Longhnan.
Opinions seemed very equally divided, and at the close of ananimated debate thepropositionwasonlysaved by the casting voteof
thePresident.

On lastThursday eveninga concert waagivenunder theauspices
of this Society in aid of the parish funds of Lyttelton. A very
variedand attractive programmewas presented,and we arepleased

To state that the laudableefforts of the secretary inassisting theKey.
Father Xracey to pay off the debt with which he found his parish
saddled on his recent arrival in Canterbury, wasa success from afinancialpointof view.

On Monday, the18th inst., there was tbe usual weekly meeting.
After sundry resolutions, having reference to the recent entertain-
ment given on behalfof the parishof Lyttelton, the programme of
the evening was called on,which was a lecture by Mr. J. C. Carr.That gentleman,however,failed toput inan appearance, owing to a
misunderstanding as to the evening upon which his lecture was to be
given, and various proposalswere madp. as to the best method of
filling up the evening. Ultimately, a fertile imagination suggested
that each member should secretly write down on a piece of paper
the subject-matter for a speech, and that these pieces of paper
should be put into a hat and drawn in turn, each member rising
to speak on the subject as he drew from tb« hat. Thisproposal found favour with the meeting, and great was the
merriment which ensued. Most learned disquisitions were givenon Robert Burns and the Lime Light, while such momentous issuesas whether a Chinamen should wearhis pigtail behind or before, orwhetherredorblack hair wasthe more preferable,were treated with
the gravity the importance of the questionsdeserved.

The weekly meetingof Monday, the 23rd inst., opened toa good
average attendanceofmember?!. A motion,of which previous noticehad been given, wasproposedby Mr. Kennedy, rescinding a previousresolution,that alloriginal papers read before the Society shouldbe
handed to the secretary for safe custody,and become the property of
the Society. After discussion the resolution was lost. The rest of
the eveningwas taken up witha dramaticperformance, which, judg-
ingby the laughter andapplauseit produced, gavegreat satisfaction.On nextMonday evening theRev.FatherO'Donnell has promised todeliver an address.
PROPOSEDNEW CHURCHFOR CHRISTCHURCH.

Tantah, the sceneof the latest Bgyptain massacres, scarcely less
fiendish in their cruelty than those of Alexandiia,is the capitalof the
Goibdeyeh provincein the Delta. The city is fifty-four milesnorth
of Cairo,on the Cairo and Alexandria railroad,andis the third city
in Egypt. Itspopulationis variouslyestimated at from 60,000 to100,000souls. In the military operations doubtless soon to follow,
Tantah will become animportant strategical point, and a rallying
centre for the adherents of Arabi, for thisunique city is the capital
of religious fanaticism inLower Egypt. Itssituation, in about the
middle of the Delta, rendersiteasily accessible to those who go there
on the triennialreligious pilgrimages tocelebrate th« birthplaceof a
great Moslem saint, the Seyid Ahmad El-Redawec. Thegreatest of
thesis festivals, which is near the endof the Christianyear, attracts
morepilgrims thanany otherinEgypt, andin this respectis second
only to thepilgrimageto Mecca. They arecharacterised by debauch-
ery, crime and riot, and exceed in this respect the revelries of
Bubastis and Oanopus. Few Christians everattend the mammoth
gathering knownamong the Franks as the

"
Tantah Fair

"
because

of the dauger attending iuteicourse with fanatics maddened with the
potent araki, a beveragebrewed fromrice, The Herald correspon-
dent visited one of these great religious mobs, whicn,in fine, is noth-
ingmore thana Mohammedancamp meeting,andbeing in Christian
garb, without eventhe fez, he waseverywhereregarded with scowls
of hatred,gestures ofdefianceand wordsof menace. Itwasa singular
spectacle to be in the midst of one of these huge assemblies, num-
bering as high as 300,000 souls, coming from every part of Syria,
Arabia,evenIndiaaudNorthern Africa,andparticularly atni^ht by
their rudecamp fires,beatingon thetom-tom,singing rude negro and
Egyptian chants, telling fortunes, with thehowling dervishessending
forth themost hideousandear-rendinghowls while whirling in their
maddeningtestimony of fealty to the Moslem God. Itcan be ima-
gined that when sometimes 500,000 strangers have thus gathered on
theplainof Tantah, with waterby no meansplenty and with the
modernEgyptian byno means disposed to use it, that cleanliness
wouldnot bea prevailing virtue. Infact,it is doubtful if any camp
city wasever the theatre of somuch general and personal filth, with
all of its consequences, as the chief pilgrimage inhonor of thepatrou
saintof Tantah.

Asa consequence, epidemicand contagiousfevers spreadall over
the Delta provincesarecarried by therail toCairo,Alexandria,Suez
and a largemortality ensues, for the modern Egyptian and the Be-
douin are the most helplessof mortals whensick. Members of their
medical profession would scarcely be allowed to treat swine in
America;and the natives have a great reluctance, on account of
religious scruples,tobeing treated by a Chr.stian. The Herald cor-
respondent, however,on the occasion of one of the great feasts, was
careful to have with him his medicine chest

—
not an insignificant

affair either, for it was preparedby Dr. Grant, theEnglish physician
to the Khedive,with elaborate instructions. This was a companion
in travelasmuch for self-protection as it wastoobtaiu auseful popu-
larity among the natives for medical science— a very easily acquired
reputatiou in Egypt. It was discovered in endeavouring to treat
many of the ordinary afflictions engendered by such close and filthy
communion tliat they were temporarily cured only torecur. It is
this Mohammedanbusinessof pilgrimages which gives rise and has
caused time out of mind, the greatpestilencessweepingoverthe earth
from theneighbourhoods of .»iedina, Mecca, Tantah and other holy
cities, eventually following thewater coursesandroutesof traveland
sending the messenger of death to the capitals of Western Europe
as ia the

"
Black Death

"
which made so much havoc inParis in

1848.

A proposal has for some time been in consideration toconstruct anewchurchin Christchurch,andas theplans,etc.,arenowsufficiently
matured toenable a judgment of the building tobe formed,Itakethis opportunity of giving the readers of the Tablet as clear a des-cription of the various features of the church as space and presentdata will admit.

The periodof Gothic architecture selected is thatknownas theEarly Decorated,which belongs more especially to the later portionof the 14tb century. This style has been chosen asbest adapted totherequirementsandmaterials at hand, not forgetting anoccasional
shock of earthquake to be provided against, and although itis sotquite sorich ineffect as the later Continental style chosen for theDunedincathedral, yet the general impression is, if anything, moremajestic, andit is certainly moresuitable for a flat 6ice.The whole church will stand on a platform in the shapeof aparallelogram, with an octagonal end, and accessible by meansofstone-faced steps onall its sides. This platform will have anentirelengthoi 240 feet, with abreadthof 150 feet,and aheight from thestreet levelof 4 feet, constructed almost entirely of concrete, with'stone facings to the steps. The object of this system of construction
is not only to raise the entire building well above the street level,
but also to give the foundationsanadditionalmeansof strength.The east end of the nave will face the street line at a suffi-cient distance back togive a clear view of the nave gable from themainentrance gates.

The general dimensions and form of the church will be asfollows :— Navedivided into seven bays of a total lengthof 105 feetwith twoaisles, each 15 feet wide. The height of the naveto thetop of the clerestory walls will be 60 feet from the street level,andto thepoint of thegable will be 80 feet. The aisle walls will haveaclear height of 26 feet;there will betwo transepts,each 32 feetlongand of similar height an«J breadth to the nave, and in their centrej£|l rise, on four piers of clustered columns, spanned by mouldedarches, a tower28 feet square, witha height from the street leveltothe springof the spire of132 feet. The epire willbe four-sided, con-structed of strong timber framing,and covered with lead, decoratedwith bands of embossed andgilt copper,making the wholeheight oftowerand spire together from street level222 feet. The sanctuarywill be constructed with an octagonal apse,having a total length of40 feet,anda breadth<-' 30 feet,andof equal height with thenaveAt either side of the "'uuary, and immediately facing the aisles,will be two side-cbapel-,each15 feet by 20 feet.The westendof tht.nave will be crossed by two wings, or lessertraaeepts,projecting 15 feet beyoHd the aisle walls on either side.This portion of thebuilding will contain, on the level of thenavefloor, two internal entrance porches,15 feetby 20 feet, thebaptistery20 feet by 30 feet, cloak-roamanda registration office,each15 by 20feet. On a floor,24 feet fromnave floor,will be the or^au loft, 20feet by 60 feet, choir library, 20 feetby 15 feet,and archivesroom,20 feetby 15 feet,

Messrs. Walterh andCo., 47 Victoria street,Christchurch, furnish
all funeral requisites and conduct funerals at extremely moderate
rates, and in a very satisfactory manner generally to those who
employ them.

Theprivate reflectionsof the ■'educated native
"

upon the pro-
posalto throw partof the cost of the Egyptian expedition upon the
Indian finances are probably of a somewhat bitterandsarcastic kind.
The contributionof this country to the Afghan WarBill may seem to
him dearly bought if itinvolves the implication of Indiain the Euro-
pean quarrelsof the Empire. Itmust be confessed that ther« ii a
peculiar infelicity about the arrangement now proposed. We are
nowproposing tosaddle Indiawithpart of thecost of a warin which
nonativecan feelhimself directly interested,exceptby going through
acircuitous process of reasoning,involving some propositionsnot in-
tirely self-evident. This is oneof the consequences of governing by
sentiment. NeitherEngland nor India,butEgypt, ouglit topay the
expenses of restoring to Egypt the inestimable blessings of settled
governmentandhonest administration.

—
Statist
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Friday, Oct. 27,Ifeß2.
Theexact position anddimensionsof the sacristies, etc., arenot

yetdeterminedon.
The general external view of the church from the streetmay be

described as follows :The navegable which will be brought over the
organ loft will form the central feature,and the wall trapportingit
will bestrengthenedon eithersidebyaaoctagonal turret,strongly but-tressed,richlydecorated,and terminatingwithcrocketedandmoulded
pinacles. Withineachof theseturretswillbeabellfor minorpurposes.
Betweenthe two turrets will be constructed a richly-moalded and
carved pointed arch rising well into the gable and carried on capped
and clustered colnmnal jambs. The entire height from point o£arch tostreet level, will be 68 feet,and about one half of thisheight
withinthe archwill be occupiedby the great east window,consisting
ofastonetraceryrose, developedin quartrefoiland trefoil,fromHex-
agonalbase,andcarried onsix traceryheadedlancets.

(Concluded inournext.)
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