
Friday, Oct. 27, 1882.

MR. W. CUNNINGHAM,Country Canvasser and Collector for
the New Zealand Tablet,will visit The Lakes and surrounding
districts next week, and we trust our subscribers will render him
everyassistanceby settlement of account* furnished,and by informa-
tion conducive to the welfare ofthis journal.

JOHN F. PKRRIN, Manager.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.
Hibebman,— There is no longer any connection between the

Bociety in Otagoand Canterburyand that inMelbourne.
DEATH.

Caklton.— At Coolnakilly, Wicklow, Ireland, on 19th" July,
Thomas Carlton, aged 68 ;also, on 9th August, Mary Anne Carlton,
aged 59, ttoe belovedparentsof B. 8. Carlton of this city.— H.l.P,
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GODLESS EDUCATION, AND THE " LION
OF LIBERALISM.'"

Christianity,cannotrepeal the Act of Parliament and removethe inherent godlessnessof the system.
But the "Lion"has found another mare's nest. Bishop

Moran, itappears,recentlycalled this godless system Pro-testant,and this is regarded as a change of front, and as a
confession that after allthe system is notgodless. This,how-
ever,does not by any means follow. For it may be at the
same time both godless and Protestant. What is Pro.testant ?Is it not that which protests against the Catholic Church?
And is it not notoriousthat the New Zealand system of edu-
cation was made secular or godlessmainly as a protestagainst
the teachingof the Catholic Church?

But not satisfied withdisplaying his wonderful power of
argumentation,the "Lion" gratifieshimself byanonslaught,
not quite decent, on the reading books of the ChristianBrothers, and says that this is oneof the schools for which a
subsidy is asked from the State. How does he know? He
certainlyhas no authority tosay so. Catholics have deman-
dedjustice for their schools,and mean to continue to do so.But they havenot asked fo»" aid for all their schools, and we
areby nomeans certain that the Christian Brother* would
accept aid. It is timeenoughfor the " Lion

"
to assail the

Christian Brothers' reading books when they ask Free-
thinkers or Protestants of any denomination to frequent theirschools, or the Government for a subsidy. The "Lion"
sneers at a beautiful story in oneof these books, and shows
therebyhow he is preparedto respect Catholic principles and
practices if he should succeed in driving Catholic children
into the public schools, a thing which he has so deeply at
heart.

But allthe misrepresentations,unsound argument,insults,
and noiseof the "Lion," andhiscoadjutors in the Press and
elsewhere, will not persuade any right-minded man that no
injustice is done to Catholics in compelling them to pay for
the free and godless education of other people's children;
and in maintaining at the public expense a system of edu-
cation which efficaciously excludes one seventh of the popu-
lation of the country from all participation in the expendi-
tureof the taxes theypayforeducaftotvftlpurposes. Theinjustice
is so palpable that noamountoi specialpleading,noamountof
sophistry,no amount of misrepresentation or bigotry, can bo
blind themas to make themconvinced that justice is done to
Catholics, because theycan use thepublic schools, if they will
be onlyobligingenough to the "Lion

"
andhisparty to cease

tobe Catholics and apostatise fromalltheir most cherished and
mostcertainprinciples.

INFATUATED "X."

V Act of Parliament the national system of edu-
cation is purely secular Under this system no
dogma or principle of religion of any sort can be
taught. All religious teaching is by law pro-
hibited innational schools. The teachers maybe
of any religion,ofnoreligion,may beJews, Turks,
heathens, even Freethinkers. No catechism, no
religious book is admitted into the schools, no

minister of religion dare enter there. The law prohibits the
teaching of even the existenceof God, of the immortalityof
the soul, of rewardsand punishments in the other life. This
is the system according to law. Can any man deny the
accuracy of this descriptionof the nationalsystemof education
in New Zealand ?

And yet the "Lion of Liberalism
"

insiststhat thissystem
which he has alwajs upheld, simply because of its uttergod-
lessness,is theistic and Christian. How can the system which
the law declares is purely secular,be at the same time Chris-
tian? Nevertheless this is the paradox which the " Lion"
seriously sets himself to prove, and the argument is
worthy of the thesis and the logician. Itappears there are in
some of the reading books used in Canterbury and Otago,
lessons in which thename of Godis mentioned,and in which
some thingsrelative to Christianity are spoken of without a
curse, a sneer, or ablasphemy. Theconclusion consequently
is, according to the "Lion," that our system of national
education is theistic and Christian. This is truly wonder-
ful.

The argument of the "Lion,"may be put as follows :—:
—

Major Proposition.— By Act of Parliament the national
system of education in New Zealand is p*urely spcular.

Minor Proposition.— But in the National schools in two
provinces the nameof God and some Christian principles are
spoken of in some readinglessons.

Conclusion.— Therefore the system is theistic and Chris-
tian.

Well,now let usgiveanargument inall respects similar
and equally conclusive.

MajorProposition.— By Actof Parliament our national
system of education is purely secular.

Minor Proposition.— But in the reading books of the
national schools of two of the provinces some principles of
politicaleconomy are spokenof.

Conclusion.— Therefore our national system of education
i6a systemof politicaleconomy.

In the mode of argumentationemployed by the "Lion
of Liberalism

"
there is a transitus a gencre ad genus, which

every logician will not fail to perceiveandlaughat. Our New
Zealandsystemofeducation is,by ActofParliament, godless,
because the teaching of religion is strictly prohibited, in all
schools established under it, and the mere accident of the
mentionof the name of God and Christianity insome reading
books which pupils are asked to read merely for the purpose
of learning to read

—
and not of learning either theism or

The Otago Daily Times published on last Tuesday morning
a letter headed " Religious Fducation," and signed "X."
The heading is hardly appropriate, for in thisletter there is
nothing about religion and hardly anythingabout education.
But there is a greatdeal of vituperationof Catholics. Who
is "X."? Is he one of the well-paid Otago schoolmasters,
or is he a memberof one of those families rather numerous in
New Zealand, whichrejoice in large, regularly-paid incomes,
drawn from the public revenues by several sisters, or biothers
and sisters, all members of the same family, or is hesome
fanatic, anxious enough to strike down the liberties and
trample on the rights of Catholics, but so craven as to be
afraid to append his name to his letter ? We do not know,
but one thing is quite certain, he isa coward and wouldbe a
tyrant.

And he is "something else also. He candidly acknow-
ledges that " the systemof public schools inNew Zealand is
a Protestant one, and the whole tone of the schools anti-.
Catholic

"
:and yet he maintains thatCathoficß have nothing

to justly complain of inbeingcompelled to pay for the main-
tenanceofthis avowedly Protestantand anti-Catholic system."X." has lost shame as wellas all sense of justice and fair
play. His openlyacknowledged position that of an absurd
demented man.

It is clear from "X's " letter that he upholds the strict
rightof the majority to do as it pleases, and the obligationof
the minority to submit in silence to whatever the majority
may ordain. It is on thisgroundand on this alone that he
can censure the agitation of Catholics for justice—

for a fair
share of the taxes devoted to education in aid of their own
schools. Very well, be it so for argument's sake. Why, then,
his and,others perpetual whineabout the treatment of Protes-
tant minorities in Catholiccountries ? If the majority has a
right to do as it pleases,no wrongonhis own principles is
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