
There isnothing which strikes us as moreclearly
illustrative of the true nature of "EraDgelical

"
Protestantism than the sympathy manifested by
its votaries with the march of irreligion on the
continent ofEurope. Every time that thereoccurs

an anti-Catholicmanifestation of any kind theorgans of the party
publish its details with alacrity. Itdocs not make any difference
to themthat the demonstrations thus recordedbavebeen theoutcome
of a fierce atheism, and that they include hatred and contempt
for erery thing that is Christian. So long as the chief object of
attack or insult is theCatholic Church our"Evangelical

"
friendsare

delighted. We now findthem gushing withexultation over the re-
pressionof Catholicproce&sions by the.atheists of France, and they
areinecstasiesbecausetheprocessionsoftheFeteDieuwerein various
places ftecording to their quotations from the atheistical Press
hindered or attacked. All the ribaldry of the Press alluded to
finds itsecho in their columns, and they chuckle with delight over
theinventions of the atheisticalreporters. Charmingly wilty do they
find it,forexample, thatinone instance a flock of shoepshould have
been drivenby someaccompliceof the redrevolution across the path
of a procession, and their feeble giggle joinsinwith the sardonic
laughterof the men who only do not turn round upon themselves
because they know they presentnoobstacle whatever to the destruc-
tionof the Christian name. They havesympathy too for the Fete
of the Bastille,anda wordof reproof for the Bishop of Angers who
orderedhis clergy on theoccasion topray for the souls of the victims
of therevolution rather than, asour Evangelical friends and their
atheisticalcompanionseach in their own way,and yet in unison, do,
Bing a Te Deuvi in rejoicing over the mangled body of De Launay
torn topiecesin the streetsand all the horrors of which that event
was the first fruits. But a man's character may be fairly proved
by thecompany whichhe frequents

—
Dis-moi gui tv kantes etje te

dimq%i tv es— and when weseeour Evangelical friends rejoicing in
the gambols of theatheists we may judge of the place they occupy
withrespect toreligion. They make a pretence, however,to believe
that the war of Atheism onthe Church inFrance is carried onin the
interestsof their ownsects

—
but may wesuppose that even the most

stupidamong Christians canbelievethat God makes useof the devil
asHis herald1 On the whole,then,our reasonable conclusion is that
this onionofatheist and Evangelical is a convincing proof of the
truthof ourLord'ssaying that satancannotbe divided against him-
self. Tous it is,moreover,an additional and most convincing proof
of the truthof the Catholic Church.

The Protestant conscience is evidently uneasy in
face of the way in which the Catholics of the
colony are treated as to educationalmatters. The
English sensp of justice esuecially seems grated
upon, and,as it is necessary in the caseof Ireland

to evoke a fanciful belief about the impossibility of removing
grievances from themindsof Irishmen,about thegreatand irrepres-
sible wickedness of the Irish character, about the incapacity of

Irishmen forself-government,andaboutmanifoldother pretences by
which-the ]ÜBtioe-loving>.<conßcience of England is set at j^est,aj\d
grievousoppressionmade,acceptable to it, so we find itis necessary
for those among ourselves, who, in their secret hearts, abhor thfc
wrong,toinventsome pretence that may calm their minds asto the
wrongthey havestill determinedto uphold. And this is the reason
why.they haveraised the senseless crythat, wereitnot for theprjests
andbishops,the Catholiclaity.would be:fully satisfied,with the vgod-
less schools. BubAhe cryii&.fcSj.senseless.ag wouldbe,

(that made in
affirming that, wereitnot fox.t&e- priestsand thebishops,theCatholic
people would be content t» give np|their religion altogether. No
religious' system can exist without teachers to teach whatare the
duties it imposes to those who are unacquaintedj or but partially
acquaitned,with them, and toremindthose who are fully versed in
them that they must practise what they believe. "Civis,"neverthe-
less, is quite right when he says

"They, (the bishops
(
and" clergy)

evidently think that.if they don't train their children in theirown
way they will lose a goodmany of them." Or if he is notquite right
in what he says here, it is because he represents the bishops ki)M
clergy as only thinking that which they most ceitaiiily know. Bu?
the Catholiclaity know itas well as the bishopsandpriests do

—
let

us notforget that people very frequeatly require to be remindedof
what they know perfectly well

—
andobject strongly, as theyhave

every natural andreasonable right todo,to losea good many of their
children. There is nothing in the world that can somuch embitter
theHie of either manor woman as to see his orher childrenindif-
ferent orhostile towards matters that he or she regards as of the
utmostmoment,and beside which all other interests,in the eyesof
father or mother,are of noaccount. Butsuppose the Catholiclaity
tobeignoraat of the consequences of secular education, and in their
ignorance to be willing to submit their children to it,would itnot
then be the plain duty of the bishops and priests, who were not
ignorantin the matter, to fulfil the duty owed by them to their
people,andwhich their peopleconfidently expected themtoperform?
Their peoplelook to them fox instructions .as to whatitis necessary
for them todoin order to remain faithful to their religion,and to
transmit it to theirchildren astheir best inheritance,andhow should
these bishopsand priests answer to their people hereafter when,no
warninggiven by them, the children had lost their faith? However
it be regarded, then,and whatevermay be the aspect of the question
besides,theCatholic people call upon their bishops and priests to
warnthem as toall that may be of danger to the faithamong their
families

—
and woe be to them if they are silent

—
their hour of

reckoning, even on earth, will surely come.
—

We agree, however,
with"Civis

"
when he says, "There seems to be no reason in the

world why the State should domore than trainup children in a good,
sound,secular course of education, leaving their parentsandspiritual
guides to look after their religion." Bub the State does not leave the
parentsandspiritualguides to look after thechildren'sreligion un-
hindered. Itprevents them most effectually from doing so,andall
that Catholics ask is that the State should so help to give their
children agood secular education as tbat they may themselvesbe
enabled,at the same time,and without thehelpof the State, toedu-
cate them religiously. But;'Civis" proposes that a compromisebe
madeas to history, and something done with,the school books in
common use by which the epithet " bloody" may be removed from
the nameof Queen Mary, and that of "good" from the name of
Queen Bess. Itis his belief, too, tbatCatholics look uponthat sickly
lady whose chief devotion was to a by no means over-tender or
admirable husband,as "asaint of the first water,"and upon

"good
Queen Bess"as"amonster of iniquity." Well, letus waive, for the
moment, the controversial points, and receive as " bloody

"
an

unfortunate womanunder whose doubtful power certainmen,some
of them themselvesstained deeply withblood,and the enemies of the
ruling monarch, were burned

—
the punishment by fire being at the

time amongthe regular methods of putting criminals todeath, and
continuingso for centuries afterwards

—
even up to thetime of our

worthyGeorges, whenacriminal or two wassopunished forcrimes
involving much less danger to theStatethau thatcounected with the
lives andcareersof the Marian "Martyrs." Let us also receive, as
>' good," Queen Bess, without whose good will no one in all the
kingdom dare somuch as wag a finger, and under whose very real
power multitudes of men, submissive subjects, and of harmlesslife,
were disembowelled while they were still alive,and theirpalpitating
hearts torn by the hand of the executioner from their breasts in
presence of the mob. If such a comparison be made,we fancy it
will be found by the unprejudiced thatit would,at the veryleast^eprettymuch the same to be "bloody

"
as"good." Eventhe onjfts-

sion of "controversial history,"however, would not make thegodless
schools suitable for Catholic children.

—
The faith of Catholics is

positive,and requires positive teaching;a mere neutral atmosphere
wouldstarve it, and hinder its growth. Bat there are many things
besideshistory tobe removed from the schools in question before
their atmospherecould become even neutral

—
they are andever will

be hot-beds of hostilityagainst the Catholic faith. Finally,
"Civis

"
thinks Catholic bishops are inconsistent in receiving Protestant
children into convent schools, where, sinco their parents' special
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andits raison d'Stre. One.parson referring tothe 6tate of the country
tells his hearers their motto must be "hold fast that which thou
hast." "Our forefathers," said be, " won the truth by « battle and
blood,'and weare tokeepitat whatevercost and withunslumbering
vigilance." Bat whoonearth envies them their particular" truth,"
orhas theleastintentionof making an attempt to rob them of it?
Another speaker delivers himself of the following agreeable de-
fiance: "He saidthere wasa.toastamongst theRoman jDatholiCs of
this country whichsaid

— '
fere's thatthe mills of Irelandmay turn

three times round with Protestant Wood
'

Now whilst we, the
Orangemen,are willing to.live at peace with our Roman Catholic
fellow-countrymen, yet they had better take care and attempt
nothing of this kind lest the mills of the country would torn
round -not three times but six times with Roman Catholic
blood. Should they attempt itin Ulster they might find themselves
driven,south at the point of the Protestant bayonets,andnot only
southbut fartherstill into the Irishsea.1

'
And this agreeablespeech

is madealthough the speaker and thecrew addressed by him know
right well that there is no thought among Irish Catholics of inter-
fering in any way with the privileges of Protestants.

—
Such a

deliveryinitself is awanton breach of the peace— or if it hadany
meaningand werenot— as well as a malevolent and mischievous

—
a stupid boast, it might serve to reassure those good folk who fear
that Home Rule in Ireland would lead to the oppressionof Protes-
tants there. But as to the Protestant bayonets, they mustbe used
against unarmed men tobe of anyparticulareffect— or else,as ithas
happenedalready, they must be in the hands of her Majesty's troops
for the defenceof valiant Orangemen.— Butitwill be seenhow great
a blessing it would be for New South Wales had eighteen thousand
Orangemen been indeed present at Sydney 4o make a successful
demonstration, and how far the happiness and prosperity of the
colonies generally are involved in the growth of their institution
here.
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