
A paragraphin theletter of our Christchurch correspondent
has unfortunately met withanaccident which renders it impossible
toset itin type. Its generalcontents,however, werea descriptionof
the Catholic books now obtainable at Mr. O'Connor's Catholic book
depot,Barbadoes street,and which are spokenof asbeing an admir-
able selection. The extremelylow pricesplaced upon prayer books
and books of devotion generally, are especially mentioned by our
correspondent.Mr. O'Connor'sadvertismeut willbe foundin another
column.

Messrs Mackley and Leijon, Princes street,Dunedin,advertise
theblastingand gun powder for which they received a gold medal
atthe Christchurch Exhibition,and which will be found invaluable
inmining, quarrying, or the sporting field.

The thirteenth annual meeting of the Mutual Life Insurance
Company, lately heldin Sidney, resulted ina very gratifying state-
ment of affairs. The past year especially was found to havebeen
exceedingly prosperous, there having been an increase in the Com-
pany's assets of nearly £49,000, which raised the whole amount to
£237,096. The interest from invested fundsbad met all the mortality
claim0,and so enabled the directors to add all their premiums, as
well asthe income from new business, to their general funds. The
great success of this Company will be for the benefit of all assurers,
the Association being a "

mutual
" one, which involves the division

of profits in bonus additions, orcash at stated periods.
Mb. F. Meenan,GreatKingstreet, reports:

—
Wholesale prices,

Oats,2s lOd to3s 2dper bushel;milling wheat, 4s 3d to 4s 9d per
bushel; fowls' feed, 2s to3s 8d;barley,malting, 4s 3d to ss;mil-
ling, 3s 6d; feeding, 3s to 3s 6d;hay, £6 10s per ton;chaff, mixed,
£4 10s; haychaff, £5 10s; straw, £2 10s; bran,£5 10s; pollard, £5 10s;
potatoes, £3 10s to £4 ;oatmeal, £16 ;flour, £11 to £11 10s; butter,
medium to prime, lOd to Is per lb.; salt, lOd per lb.; eggs, 9d
per dozen;bacon, sides, Sdper lb.; rolls,7id;hams, 9£d ;pork,4^d;
cheese, 8d to yd.

Messrs. Mercer Brothers, Princes street, report :— Fresh
butter (in £-lb. and lib.prints), best quality, Is 4d per lb.;ordinary
butter, Is 2d per lb.;eggs, 8d per dozen; roll bacon, Bdperlb.
good salt butter, in kegs, lOd per lb.;cheese 8d perlb.

We are bo accustomed in Englandtobearing of the mammoth
farms of the Western States, thatitsounds almost unreal to say that,
after all, Americais really anation of small owners and occupiers.
The great farms of thousands of acres are the rare exception. In
1870 the averagesize of farms, according to the Government returns,
was153acres,and the average sincethenhasconsiderably diminished,
InCalifornia, wheremost of the largeholdings are found, 482 acres
is the average. Evenin Texas,where there ars manycattle ranches
of enormousextent,the averagesize of the farms is no more than
338 acres. IvNew England the average is under 100 acres, and in
Utah, a landof orchards andmarket gardens, the average is barely
30 acres. Itis upon farms averaging100 acresthat themost money
is made

—
farms, that is, which can be easily wdiked,andrequireno

veryconsiderableamonntof capital.— Land,

THE ordination to the priesthood of the Rev. P. Lynch took {
place at St. Joseph's Church, Dunedin, on Sunday last. The cere-
mony was a grand and impressive one, and was witnessed by a
crowded congregation. Pontifical High jMass wascelebrated at 11
a.m., theBishop pontificating, with the Rev.Fathers O'Malley,S.J.,
and Newport as deacon and subdeacon, respectively. The Rev.
FathersMacEay and O'Neill were deacons at the throne. The Rev.
F^her Burks wasassistant priest, andthe Rev. Father Walsh master
ofjlremonies. The vestments worn by the Bishop and his clergy
wereextremely rich and handsome, and in union with the adorn-
ments of the altar andsanctuary made up a scene of great beauty.
During the celebration of the Mass theSacrament ofHoly Orders was
administeredin theusualmannerby the Bishop. The musicrendered
on the occasion wasHaydn's Imperial Mass, the choir being under
the conductorshipof Mr.A. H.Norman, and enjoying the valuable
assistance ot Mrs. Murphy, whose clear and flexible voiceandartistic
execution were very noticeable in the performance. The ordinary
members of the choir presentwerethe Misses Hill,Carroll,Norman,
Walker,Faulkner, andTobin ; and Messrs. T. J. Leary, Milner, A.
Corrigan, W. Corrigan,J.Kelly, N.Smith, W. Williamson, and Lun-
don. Mr. J.C. Norman,asusual,acted as organist withhis accus-
tomed ability. On the conclusion of the ceremonies the larger
number of the congregationremained in the church for the purpose
of receiving theblessing of the newly ordained priest, which was
first conferred by him onhis mother anda numberof the friends of
his family who were present,

— Mrs. Lynch having come expressly
fromHokitika for the occasion. We may add that the Key. Father
Lynch is sonof Mr.DanielLynch, of the Occidental Hotel,Hokitika,
whencehe wentHome somenine yearsago to be educated for the
holy calling he has now embraced. The collection made at the
offertory of the Massin aidof tneCathedralBuildingFundamounted
to £35.

In connection with the Privateers' Cricket Club, a scratch i
match was played on Saturday week, on theAsylum Grounds, and
resulted in a win forP.Hally's side by four runs. For the victors,
Claffy andHally were theprincipal contributors, whileGriffenand
Rowalplayed well for thelosers. Gunning andHally bowled splen-
didly for their respective sides.

We havereceived towards thefundin. aidof theboy Webb, from
T.S.Graham.Esq., £6 7s 6d, being the proceeds of the lecture de-
liveredat theTemperanceHall,Dunedin, by Mr. M.Donnelly, ex.
elusiveof advertismentsand the hire of thehall, which amounts in
all to £7 18s 6d. We have received also from M. Fagan Esq., to-
wards thesameobject,10s.

The reportof thefirst half-yearly meeting of the New Zealand
Hibernian Catholic Benefit Society,is issued as a supplement to our
number of this week.

The Melbourne Advocatein referring to the sentencepassed on
O'Farrell writesas follows :—

"
O'Farrell's aberrations were criminal

anddangerous, yet he will be turned loose uponsociety inless than
a yearandahalf. Neither we nor others hadany wish that the un-
happy manshould experience the extreme rigour of the law, but we
did expect— and certainly not unreasonably—

that he would be so
dealtwith that he would not be allowed a further opportunity for
puttinghis insane anddeadly threats intoexecution. Butas justice,
in the first instance, has failed, other steps must be taken later to
protectthose against whomhe has uttered his homicidal threats.

Thecommittal to prison of Mr. EdmundDwyer Grey, of which
Wednesday's mailbrought us the full particulars,has certainly been
chief amongthemany extraordinaryandhigh-handed things donein
Ireland throughout the agitation. A Mr. William O'Brien, it seems,
who wasa residentin theImperialHotel, wrotea letter to the Free-
mancomplaining that on thenight before the juryhad returnedtheir
verdictof Guilty in the case of the Queen irnw Hynes, they had
conducted themselves with gross impropriety, behaving riotously
untila very latehour in thehotel where they were supposed to be
kepjj^part for the consideration of their verdict. The Solicitor-
General Accordingly,in the Commission Courtbefore Judge Lawson,
moved for anattachment against Mr. Gray, both because of the pub-
lication of the letter in question and certain articles commenting
upon the selection of juries, fromwhichCatholicshad beenrigorously
excluded. Upon this Judge Lawson, without taking any evidence,
sentenced Mr.Gray to three months' imprisonment in Richmond,
and to payafine of £500 ;also,at the endof the three months, to
givebail for his goodbehaviour

—
himself in £5,000, and two sureties

in £2,500 each
—

whichof coursemeant that theFreeman was to be
silencedbo far as thenationalcause was concerned, Mr. Graybeing
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take the trouble to ascertain the realnatnre of the battlenowbeing
fonghtout in theprimary schools of Belgium, if he will learn, ashe
may evenfrom the Liberal newspapers themselves, that the war
which theparty now in power are waging is a war,not only against
Catholicism, but against Christianity, nay,against the very idea of
God, we think well enough of him to believe

—
certain expressionsin

his ownpaper are our warrant
—

thathe will be sorry tohave posed
as thechampion of the cause of the devil.

a member of Parliament,however,Judge Lawson was obliged to
write to the Speaker of theHouse of Commons acquainting him with
the sentence,and onhis letters being read a debate took place,in
which Mr. Sextonread several affidavits made by persons belonging
to theImperialHotel,andnot e»nly bearing out Mr.O'Brien's ttate-
ments as to the conductof the jury,but adding several gross par-
ticulars not mentionedby him

—
and which drew from the Attorney*

General an admission that,if theaffidavits weretrue, they revealed a
terrible stateof things. He, further, promised that theLordLieu-
tenant should enquire into the charges made. Sir Charles Gavan
Duffy has, meantime, writtena letter toMr. Gray, in which he says
he had read the proceedings against him with "nearly asmuch sur-
priseasif they were a trial for witchcraft," and thanks him for the
standhe had taken as to the systematic exclusion of Catholics from
juries,and for "not suffering the best fruits of emancipation to be
snatched away in silence." Sir Charles adds that he knowsnothing
about the conduct of the jury in theHynes case, but that in Judge
Lawson's placehe would not have first refused to hear evidence and
thenpronounced"adecisive and dogmatic opinion on facts which
hehadnot investigated." He concludes by inquiring whether be-
sides the law which dispenseswith juries in Ireland there is also one
to dispensewithevidence. Butas to the result of the enquiry into
the charges against the jury, weare justifiedinsupposing thatitwas
their fullestablishment, since Mr. Gray, as we learnedfrom a recent
telegram, has been released. Itis, however, to be hoped that the
Irish party will not suffer JudgeLawson'sconduct to fade from the
memory of theHouse, where already in the debate on his letter>
Mr. Macfarlane has stigmatisedhim as havingobtained his seat on
theBench by a gross andshocking case of wholesale corruptionina
southernborough.

We have received from Mr. J. A. Maccdo, Princes street,
Dunedin,a neatcopy of A. M. Sullivan's "New Ireland." This book
as our readers no doubt arealready for the mostpart aware,contains
a comprehensivehistory of our own times in Ireland,andnoIrish-
man whodesires to be thoroughly acquainted with the whole course
of eventsrelating to his country thathave marked the centuryup to
presentday should be without it. The cost of the book is almost
nominal.

Owing topressure on our space we are obliged to hold back
severalparagraphs of local news, and other interesting matter, in-
cluding the reportofthe Canterbury CatholicLiterary Society, which
will appear next week.
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